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TELEPHONE ADDRESS

% THOMAS SELTZER.ae i
7) 226115/ re: )
5 West Fiftieth Street, New Yorlk.

New York

Lr, Waldamszr

Uear air:

the signed contract for
+500.00 advance on royalty

FUNDAKMENTALLY, PARTICULARS FOLLOW

Tour terms are in the main satisfaotory. There are Jjust a few minor detalils
that I should like t¢ have cleared up. PFlrat, I cannot pay more than $200.00
for the translation should the translation of Mise Nauheimer prove satisfactory.
The sum of $300.00 which she asks 1s not too high by any means, but with present
business conditions it is negessary for us to economize to the utmost, and as
I can get it done by an excellent translator for that sum, I cannot afford %o
pay more than this. I hope thia will be satisfactory to liiss Nauheimer.
Second, it will very helpful to me if you would agree that the payment of
$700.00 advance you on royalties should be divided as follows:- $200.00 to
be paid on Janua 16, 1922; 200,00 on February 15, 1922 and $300.00 on April
16, 1922.

ene

If I find Miss Nauheimer's translaetlon everything that it should be
I shall be glad to let her translate DIE BIFNE MAJA. I have been meaning to
it to Eden and Cedar Paul, the best translators into English that I know of.
I doubt whether thelr work can be improved upon by anybody and it is
that the translation should be done well. I hope that

you at once sent me the translation of INDIENFAHMT so

Judge of its ﬁuhi... The translation of DIE BIENE
mediately. Please let mé know soon as possible whether the
are free. It would be a great i- i possessed the English
would immediately start negotiations with an English publisher.

I have just received the copies of your bogks from
Many thanks for ordering them for me. wuld like to 1. i
edition of INDIENFAHRT as I may be able to use the illustrations for our edition.
Any pletures or photographs that you can let me have that may be used as illus~-
trations I should be very thankful for.

You are right in your estimate of the situation here. Works of a
problematicel character ars not popular now. 1 am anxious to read your
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Cirete 34 THOMAS SELTZER.-. Letten
73 12b6l1sh ers
5 West Fiftieth Street, New York.

‘sge 2

Kr. Waldemar Bonsels:

HIMMEILSVOIK,.

n juvenile

importance and 1s as
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Extracts rrom letter of May 9, 1923, to Mr. Bonsels from
Mr. Seltzer, bearing on the matter of the British-American
righte of HIMMELSVOLK and INDIENFAHRT.

I have just received your letter of April 20th, and I immediately telegraphed
you as followa:

ACCEPT YOUR TERMS BRITISH AMERICAN RIGHTS
WILL PUBLISH ALL YOUR WORKS. LETTER FOLLOWS.

I was not in New York City when the contract of HIMMELSVOLK was sent to you.
Thie accounts for the neglect in not sending you a duplicate copy. I am enclos-
ing one now. Pleage initial and sign one copy, and return it to me.

You ask me to allow you to sell MENSCHENWEGE to ancther American publisher.
This, I regret to say, I cannot do, and I believe if you were as famillar with
the book publishing situation in this country as I am, you would know that it

is by no means to your interest to divide your works among different publishers.
The publisher you mention has tried to get every important author that I have
on my list, but, so far, he has not succeeded in a single instance. American
authors and English authors who know me have in every instance refused to
change, nc matter what other publisher tried to take them away.

I expect to publish HIMMELSVOLK and INDIENFAHRT this year. Next year 1 expect
to publish two books of yours in the Spring and two bocks in the Fall. So that,
in due time, you will have all your booke in English translation published.

I need hardly tell you how much I value your books; that I treat them not merely
in a commercial way, but as literature because of my deep appreciation of you

as an author. Loyalty in a publisher who is intelligently interested in an
author's work ie extremely valuable to the author. I am afraid I could not be as
much interested in your bocks if you were not willing to give me the advantage
of publishing all of them. This is unavoidable. No author who has several pub-
lishers ie treated the way he would be by a publisher who knowe his interests
are quite identical with the author's, which could only be if the author, too,
shows the same loyalty to the publisher. I cannot express this better than is
done in an article which has just appeared by Mr. Walter H. Page of the firm

of Doubleday Page & Co., one of the largest publishers in this country. What
he says, particularly about identity of interests of author and publisher and
the importance of the author 6 the author of the sucoess of the publisher is
absolutely true. I do hope you will not listen again to any tempting offers

by anycne.

From s meterial point of view, it is of great advantage to an author to remain
with one publisher, because the publisher can then spend more mcney on adver-
tieing and keep all the author's works before the public constantly; whereas,
{f the publisher has only a few books after their large sale is over they are
usually relegated to the background and are no longer promoted. With bocks
like yours: especially, this is extremely important for if they are properly
handled they can have a permanent sale,

MAYA THE BEE had a satisfactory sale last year. A large part of the first
edition was sold and it has been selling steadily. But, of course, a child's
book i® not in great demand except in the Fall, so that we still have a few
hundred ccpies left. We shell no doubt have to print a second edition in the
early Fall. As soon as the second edition is ready, I will send you scme
copies of it. It is getting more and more known and ehould have a good sale
thie coming Fall. We are doing our best for it. I am advertising it con-
tinually and I shall start another big campaign of advertising in the Fall.
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Extracte -—— continued.

Enclosed 1s a statement ,1leg of MAYA THE BEE up to December 51, 1922. I am
gsending you a check for 80, $600. of which is in payment as advance royalty
MVELSVOLK and on the school edition of MAYA, making, in all, $1200., of

1+4

which $800. was sent to you before, I understand that the divieion of royalliés

(L0

is to be made as follows: $700. advance royalty on the American edition of

of ®
$982

.

HIMVELSVOLK and $500. advance royalty on the schocl edition of MAYA. The balance
of $382.680 is in full payment of royalties for MAYA THE BEE up to December 31,

1822.

In a few days I will let you have contract for the English rights of HIMMELSVOLK
and INDIENFAHRT, together with payment in accordance with the terms of your letter
of February 2nd. I do hope you have not disposed of the English rights of these
two books, as it would be very helpful to me if I had the English rights also,

and would cause great complications if there were two different editions in
English translation.

I shall also send you & contract for MEN SCHENWEGE, on which I will pay you
advance royalty of $700, to be divided as follows: $200 to be senl to you
the contract; $200 in June; $200 in July, and $100 in August. I hope that
is satisfactory.
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Cirele 3846 THOMAS-SELFZER i. CLatters
G Publishers
S West Fiftieth Street, New York.

March 18, 1925.

Mr. Waldemar DBonse
Ambach am Starnberger See,
Oberbayern, Germany.

Dear Mr., Bonsels:

I am exceedingly sorry that press of work of the utmost importance ha
prevented me from answering your letter of September 17, 1924, However, in
fairness to myself, I must say that you aleo have neglected for almost two
years to answer two very important letters from me: one of May 9, 1923, and
the other of November 5, 1823. In the }et'er of ”av g, 1925, I sent you a
check for $9B82.60 Eﬁ_ 00 of which was an rayment of royalties on
the text-book editi YA THE BEE, as you ";. see by the following

it
paragraph from tha

"Enclosed ie a statement of sales of MAYA THE BEE ug
to Dec amker 51, 1922. I am sending you a check for
$982.80, 00. of which is in payment as advance
royalty on “IN IELSVOLK and on the school edition of
MAYA, making, in all, $1200., of which $800. was sent

you before. I understand that the division of
royalties is to be made es follows: $700. advance
royalty on the American edition of HIMMELSVOLK and
$500. advance royalty on the school edition of MAYA.
The balance of $555,rr i1s in full payment of royalties
for MAYA THE BEE up to December 31, 1922.%

on November 5, 1925, I accepted your terms for the British rights of
HIMMELSVOLK and INDIENFAHRT , as embodied in your letter, and on November 26,
1923, T mailed you & contract in duplicate, signed by me. A check feor &10C
(or $448.75) was sent to the Spar % Leihkasse in Berne, as you instructed me
to do. We received an acknowledgment of the remittance from the bank. But
no word came from you nor did you return a copy of the contract io us signed

by you.
Furthermore, judging from your letter of September 17, 1024, and from
the cables we received from Mr. Arnold Schaar, you seem to be under the
impression that the matter of the British rights of HIMMELSVOLK and INDEENFAHRT
ig still open, as also the matter of the text-book edition of MAYA. This is not
the case, as you can readily 1arvffve. Vuur acceptance of the $500.00 advance
royalty on the text-book edition of MAYA and the k100 ($446.75) on the British
rights of HIMMELSVOLK and INDEINFAH "m, tegethe: with the contract I sent you
for the British and American rights embodying your terms as laid down in your
letter, constitute a contract and no other contract m ade with any other pub-
lisher can be valid.
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Mr. Waldemar Bonsel 2 March 19,

& misunderstanding on yfwr part. I am sur
explain to me ho pened in your letter replying to this one
at the same tim urn to me the contract for the British rights of
VOLK and INDIENFAHRT with your signaturs.

royalty statements upr to December 31, 1924, for
FOLK. TYou will see that there is due you up to December
o ( MAYA THE BEE, HEAVEN FOLK has not socld very well though
we have done a great deal of work to push its sale, but it seems to be a book
which is too advanced for children and the adult reading public in America does
not eeem in a mood for such a bock at the present time. It has received excellent
reviews, however. It is selling eteadily though elowly and I think it will make
its way in time, When the matters of the British rights and the text-book are
will send you the money due ur to December 31, 1824, for royalty on
i ill a balance of

ed justed,
THE BEE. As regards HEAVEN FOLK, you will see there
20 to our credit.

I have called to the attenticn of Mr., Jonathan Cape, an English publisher
who was in this country a short time ago, your book HE? VLN FOLK, with a view
to ||te"&s Ang h m in its publication in England. He has a fine organization

e“Pic€ﬂttTy books like yourse, but he is not inclined to
u&ke HPF?“ Py 1” Dy itself. He will try to get the rights for MAYA from
Hutchinson and then he will probably endeavor to use our edition, as 1 think
he realizes that the reason the book was not as much of a success as it should
have been in England was due to ite not being as good a translation as ours.
Whether Mr. Cape takes up my propcsition on your books or neot, you may be sure
that in handling the British rights I will do my utmost to get the right kind
of & publisher who can present you bocks in the proper way before the publie
and obtain the largest sales for them.

Upon receirt of a letter from Mr., Arnold Schaar on March 17th I cabled
to you as follows:

NT TODAY PLEASE TAKE
BEFORE HAVE ALREADY
FOR TEXTBOCK,

and then on March 18th I cebled you:

YOU RECEIVED ADVANCE fﬁY“ ENTS
FOR ENGLISH RIGHTS AND TEXTBCOK
TWO YEARS AGO THIS CONS f TUTES
CONTRACT NO OTHER CONTRACT
VALID PLEASE AWAIT LETTEK.

Your letter cf September 17, 1824, surprised me as it showed that you were
under the impression that the matter of the British rights of HIMMELSVOLK and
INDIENFAHRT was still open, whereas, as you see from the above, it was all
settled and the meney involved in the transaction paid.

I am enclosing a cory of my letters to you of May @, 1925, and November
1923, and also a copy of the contract for the British rights of HIMK [ELSVOLK
and INDIENFAHRT of which we never received an acknowledgment from you.

5
it

nonacensia D) WALDEMAR BONSELS STIFTUNG
im hildebrandhaus



Mr. Waldemar Bonsels g March 19, 1925.

I will nd you a contract for the text-book of MAIA,

which I hope you will return to us promptly with your signature. This is very
urgent. 8 Boyd has completed her editorial work on it, and it was a very
large piece of work. We have interested several educators in the book who

luece in introduecing it in the echools, and we have already

will lend their inf
made arrengements for the printing of it. Two years' sales have already been
ot

lost. In order n to lose ancther year, it will be neceeseary to start work
at once. A text-book is not adopted in schools unlees it is presented before
the various boards of education complete, and thie has to be done many months,
and sometimes a year, in advance. DBesides, the book must be placed in the
hande of the teach

that they may familiarize themselves with it and put in their requests for it

| - B

ar,

ere even before it is presented to the school boards, 8o

with the school boards No book will dopted by the Board of Education
4

unless the board receives requestsfor it from the teachers.
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A West Fiftieth Street, New York.
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¥ . . ork at once printing
@ thesmles for another year.

ory to me

to me that as. & text-book
wide distribution and be used in a great man:

could become a source of no inconsiderable incoame

More and more people are coming to recognize the greatness of
your book, MAYA THE BEE, in its translation. We just had word from
an English school teacher that she regards it as the greatest book
Jor ¢

11ldren in existence, even greater than "Alice in Wonderland.

o

n

has teken years

A really great 3 to make

recaived
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THO’\/]AS SELL’]—‘ZER"I,\U.
1;37—):,3 b6l1sf iqr‘ )
5 West Fiftieth Street, New York.
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Avenue, New York, N. Y.

S8ince the contracts between Waldemar Bonsels and Thomas Seltzer, Imd,,
for all of the author's books have not been strictly followed in; the
past few years, Thomas Seltzer, Inc., hereby assigns the rights ands
copyrights for these books to the author, for his free disposal.

A new contract is to be made for any new edition (but not for new

fmpressions) of any of these books in case Thomas Seltzer, Inc,, its
successors or assligns, should reprint or republish such a book.

THOMAS SELTZER, Inc.

A My g L Ly
= : ¥
by R

Thomas Seltzer, Pres.

66 Fifth Avenue New York City
Telephone: Algonguin 4-2900
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Cables: Bonibooks New York
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT made this 5th day of November, 1!
Mr. Waldemar :GE;@]S, of Ambach am Sternbergersee, Oberbayern,
(hereinafter called "the Author") for himself, his successors and assigns of
the one part, and Messrs. Thomas Seltzer, Ine., of 5 West Suth Street, New
York 6ity, (hereinafter called "the American Publishers") for themselves,
their successors and assigns of the other WHEREAS the said Waldemar
Boneels ie the author of the two books now i

AETIHEET SUNATEN an
i i B Lo VOLK and

follows:

1. That in consideraticn of the payments hereinafter mentioned, the Author
grants to the American Publishere, during the full term of copyright and of
all renewals LPE]enf, all the rights in the above mentioned booke in English
translation for Great Britain and all ntries and nationa included therein
or affiliated therewith, except the f Canada, which Dominion has
already been covered by agreements between Author and the American
Publishers dated May 25, 1923, ad Decembe y 1921, respectively.

2. That the Author guarantees to the American Publishers that the above men-
tioned books are in no way whatsoever a violation of any copyright belonging
to any other party, and that he and hies legal representatives shall and will
hold harmless and keep indemnified the American Publishers from all manner of
claims, proceedings and expenses which may be taken or incurred on the ground
that the said books are such violation or contain anything objectionable or
libelous.

5. That the American Publishers shall not sell the British rights in the
above mentioned boocks for a lump sum, except with the consent of the Author;
and the net profits from such sale shall be divided in the proportion of
geventy-five per cent (75%) to the Author and twenty-five per cent (25%) to
the American Fublishers.

4. Tf the asbove mentioned books are sold in Great Britain on a royalty basis,
the percentage of royalties paid by the British publisher shall not be less
than the percentage of royalties paid by the American Fublishers; and the

amount of royalties received shall be divided in the proportion of seventy-

five per cent (75%) to the Author and twenty-five per cent (25%2) to the
American Publishers.

5. If the American Publishers should arrange for the sale of the first or
gsecond serial rights in the above mentioned booke in Great Britain and all
countriee and nations included therein or affiliated therewith, except the
Dominion of Canada, which Dominion has already been covered by agreements
between the Author and the American Publishers dated May 25, 1925, and
December 14, lQEl, respectively, the net profits from such sale shall be
divided BFL&] r between the Author and the American Publishers.

6. That the world dramatic or moving picture rights in the above mentioned
books are covered by agreements between the Author and the American Publishers
dated May 25, 1925, and December 14, 1921, respectively.

7. That the American Publishers shall pay to the Author upon the signing of
this agreement L100 advance on account of royalties, which amount is to be
deducted from the earnings of the said royalties. If sold for a lump sum,
then and in that event, the payment of &100 advence shall be deducted from the
Author'e proportion of the said lump sum. -

Folio No. 1 Initialled by -~

onacensia \Y) WALDEMAR BONSELS STIFTUNG

im hildebrandhaus



onacensia \)) WALDEMAR BONSELS STIFTUNG

im hildebrandhaus



