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RoBERT J McKEEVER
ATTORNEY AT LAW
210 WESTCHESTER AVENUTE

PORT CHESTER . N. Y

IEL. FORT CHESTER 5 - 0340

Mies Valerie Kraus
117 Ph-r Avenue
Pewaukee, Wlsconsgln

Dear Migs Kraus:

The violine are now with Rembert Wurllitzer
120 West 42nd Street, New York Clty, where they have
been examined by Mr. Wurlitgzer and ﬂr. Fairfield who
hae wrlitten a book on vliolin mgkers

They state that the so=-called "Varotti" ie
a Tyrolin viclin in the model Joeeph Pe*: of Golsen.
The violin was apparently revarnished years
ago. They state that the : ‘, violin
is not a "Testore" but of the Milanese scho and
that 1t%s value is between $350, O 1d §400, O( The
other 1
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agssume, that
about the lack

your ﬁ“”*u 38,
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now aseoo

‘hﬂt jere | ; ;0 Mr, Wurllitzer,

took the trouble

hav

opinione and ycu
1

Of course we merel) e
el 8 thoughte in the

'r
have someone Lse

Very truly yewurs,

0 9

McKeé&Ver
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RoBERT J. McKEEVER
ATTORNEY AT LAW
010 WESTCHESTER AVENUE

PORT CHESTER,N.Y

TEL. PORT CHESTHEH 5- 03240

Mlss Valerie Eraus,
117 Park Avenue,
Pewaukee, Wlsconsin,

Dear Mles Kraus:

I went to New York to discuss the matter of the violins
with Mr. Wurlitzer, It was his thought that 1f there 1s any ques—
tion about his opinion of the violins, 1t might be well to have
them forwarded to the Appraisal Department of Lewls & Son at 30
Eaget Adams Street in Chicago for further opinion. I understand
that that firm 1s one of the most reliable in the mid-west.

Perhaps 1t 1s felt that the violins should have had a
greater market value. While one particular individual might be
willing to pay more than another for some particular ilnstrument,
I think we are all attempting to gauge what the general falr mar-
ket value of guch instruments would be in the normal market,

I wae frankly disappolnted when Mr., Failrfleld gave me
the information indicated in my previocus letter. On the ofther
hand, I want to be perfectly fair about this entlre matter, but
do not wish to have the matter adjusted whereby I would pay more
for the instruments than what a buyer in the market would be will=-
ing to pay.

If you will let me have your advice I wlll be glad to
arrange for the handling and packing of the instruments for ship-
ment to Lewis & Son.

It may be that you and Mr., Bonsels were somewhat irked
by the opinlions indicated in my letter of April 2nd, but I for-
warded them to you as they were glven to me.

May 1 please have your thoughts 1n the matter?

Yours very truly,

F

Robert J. McKeever

RIMcK/H
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RoBeErT J. McCKEEVER
ATTORNEY AT LAW
Bl WESTCHESTER AVENDE
PORT CHESTER N.Y.

THEL. FOHT CHESTER 5-0240

July 28, 1952

Migs Valeria Krauns
117 Park Avenue
Pewankee, Wisconein

Dear Miss Kraus:
I enclose copy of letter of William Lewis & Son.

Apparently, William Lewis & Son and the Wurlitzer firm are of like
opinion that the violins are not genuine instruments as labeled. The only
remaining question is that of the respective opinions of each company es to
what the instruments shonld bring in the open market,

The Wurlitzer firm states that the so-called Varotti has a market
value of about $100,00 and Willism Lewis & Son place a vhlue on this instrument
of $350,00,

A value has been put on the Hilanese violin by Wurlitzer between $350,00
end $400,00 and Lewis & Son place a fair market value of $750,00.

We both realize that these values are purely matters of opinion in the
market and subject to actual confirmation and experience, In view of these
circumstances, I would appreciste an arrangement whereby the instruments could
be placed in the market and subject to receipt of bona fide offers. In the event
an offer is made on either instrument, I am to be given the first opportunity to
meet such an offer, In any event, there is to be credited against the price
reinbursement for expenses incurred by me to date,

I spent about $45,00 several years ago in making repairs to the back of the
Milanese instrument and $10,00 for some minor repairs to the so-called Varotti,
I also paid Wurlitzer $25.36 to cover appraisal and shipment to Chicago and the
bill of William Lewis & Son for $20,00,

You can sppreciate that in view of my profession that I do not wish to
become involved in a Customs problem, I believe, as a member of the armed forces,
I was entitled to certain exemptions dut I do not know what situation may arise
in the event that the instruments are purchased by someone else, I assume that
such questions will probably arise in the future because of documents that may
be requested by any ultimate purchaser. I am, therefore, inquiring farther from
the Customs Authorities in that regard.

The violin case containing the violins and forwarded to Lewis & Som does
not go with the violins,

Very truly yours,

| -
= .y e

RMc/rm 2 3 Robert J, McKeever

y
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