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The Romantic Hero:

KOSSUTH.

When the Humboldt arrived in New York,on December 6 ,1851,the news=

paper men had & busy day. For there were two distinguished personali=
o7 fmp;m
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A, Doth

Tf.au, G:us.jm d, alas er&l.
fugitives from minor European cauntries. 2 44
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to construct a parallel between

L= THE LR
his emm tragic lot and herﬂ_ scandalous affair, as.s-nelve-~itmpudence.
He was no ordinary refugee,to begin withjbut an honored guest of the

ties among the passengers =

Americen nation. The ex-mistress of the Bavarien king might stir up

the wvulgar cgrioaity of the mobjrpzdti&e he,Kossuth,was gedae to be the
of

object of#‘dw respect. Twewe 4 Joint Resolution in

Honor of Louis Kossuth had been discussed and solenmly sccepted by

the Senate of the United States. /NITIi'am H. Seward,a Whigm

senator from New York,

assembled - "that the Congress of the United States,in the name end

behalf of the People of the United States,give to Louls Kossuth a
cordial welcome to the capital and to the country; and that a copy
of this Resolution be transmitted to him by the President of the

United States." There had been v'-‘i"é%’d objections,smé one gentleman
: ‘-‘m..cf m.md,z-,-u.; H.‘ 'Hu,‘]"i" SJH,:. Mr.ﬂ-ﬂ : aiJu o/l Ais w j_pj ‘,{o,m

' e c R .
amertes?"” lr,Seward,however, haaﬁin-—

sisted H&W that Kossuth should be "admitted here

as the representative of the upﬁrising liberties of Europe."
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He had ceptivated the American imagination,even before he set foot

on American soil. A wave of sympathy for the Hungariens and their gallant
Tore was al admirobon
lﬂader had swept the country; ' :

‘mt T Lt .:qt.m luad _ a MJ’!‘L‘?M&;;{%&

+-odfis— Por- independence-
eprressive-dustria. American newspspers carried furious articles against
the tyrennous House of Habsburg,and when the Austrilan l::lmrg.éd %nt;:
ton protested,Daniel Webster,then Secretary of State,wrote him a defient
letter,emphasizing "the right of the émerican people to sympathize with
the efforts of any nation to acquire liberty." American public opinion
had been profoundly shocked by the ruthless attitude of the Czar,who

1898 Xa& 9 e o
ret i s the House of H?sahurg,

) afmgt.-faf ~ ﬂm. e-vmn:, t wb ‘
of the proud Magyers. Kirey Ilajos &

Kossuth, former Minister of Finance in the Hungarian government , was @ /iaJ~

\_f..'m_,_,}'actualh dictator of his country,with the titla of A Governor, M
— ﬁim . : s '- _-'l. 9o d (-‘_!_,

was a Turkish pri=

son. His final liberation was due to the sctivities of his influential
British and American friends.

undreda of thousands of ﬁmericana were familisr with the details 0 Q/

UK qﬂl"‘ P
his dramatic career-—mHia 1life story wm at wg'street cornerp.g’

he was a champion  not only for national independence,

People knew
but also for religious liberty. For he came from & Protestant family of
noble rank,and the Protestand faith was persecuted by Metternich's

agents, fo-Buded p— 4
a paper which hg'd to be eirculated as manW‘Bﬁ%ause of the strict

Austrien press laws. He hadg.-halﬁi% Jail for advocating his advanced
g aveat i

views,and he had founded a netionasl lesgue in opposition to the Vienna

daalw
He was tenacio*dsm,pasaionatefﬁ#@n & martyr,épd a grend=

rnd
style. His face with

s eur ,and an orator
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~ihed a.
the well-kept besrd and the wide,srched forehead #mstef virile beauty -

intelligent,sensuel,bold. He cut an impressive figure,beautifully dres=
brcoracng Hogarion cosfone
ged in o Pelcunfed . costine.of-the-ne

e,the wide

v

AA
jacket vishly trimmed,the hat adorned with a b&waving feather. In
& ‘on his adte as oo
short ;hec —and-eeted-exactely.the wey—a hero of liberty

and politicsl romenticist,she

“He 'alled
T i R T R

¥
. et = a
the women,and made the young men ardently e {g,}.ﬂ.‘g_.:q_'q_._l}ig,_
— " = ¥

Towaerl Lo "
mw‘..:wﬁ'”" - i ‘wua.r..ﬁé..i’*ﬂ" W
r hher A

ex&@Wbb&ﬁi’:ﬁ He“wes s g5 daring, goodlooking, generous end in=

.rl. ,
His sojourn in Englend,preceding his visit to the Unlted States,had

ha 1"-""‘
beendp_pa-ﬁ%@ triumph. all the exilea;then gathered at the ;
0 loanet {r Lo )
British capitsl,he was undoubtedly the most -

ene/ There were liberal German poets such as Frelligrath,and leaders

Jle .

o;}Italian sebdon reésorgimento such as the great Mazzini;and there was
Karl Marx,pondering with Friedrich Engels [

revolutiony. But Louils Kossuth, just escaped from Adustrien tyrenny end

Qb
a Turkish jall, stole the show. He was cheered by both
arsTochaey — abery
Mg working people and the &pﬂaUL although Gbo—punthﬂ
de Uhioa <omse, 9

knew that he was no socialist in W

e aaho Los Asdudlicarsn
the conservative politicians were .
His popularity was tremendoys. When he embarked et Southempton,with his

1

wife Therese and amthe Mayor and many officlials appea=

Luas
by the American peoplegsunpeses

How right he had been to sneer at poor Lola Montez,that smbitlicus

was Morcil € wed fo Al ,
adventuress in decline! Her little fame M%LA

pressy gop1e cnly mrayet;ie had been accorded such overwhelming
ovations, The streets he were lavishly decorated By w« [k
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the Hungerien tricolour,entwined with the Star and Stripes; thﬁ?:;ﬁhu=
siasm wes indescribeble. Thomas Nichols,in his instructive book Forty

amd
Years of American Life, mentlons Kossuth'aciiiyiﬁc arrival among "Excite=

ments and SensationJ,together with the last visit of Henry Clay to New
York,the solemn reception of the first Japanese Ambassadorﬂ)tﬂ-tﬂ!-!muri=
een—edbiew/and Wil "that great end wonderful reception of His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales," eldest son of Queen Victorla.

"The welcome to Kossuth was as enthusiastic as any revolutionary
could desire. New York turned out its million of spectators,end its
twenty regiments or so of citizen soldiery,to honour the illustriocus
Magysr. He had a triumphal progress,with brilliant processions,eloquent
speeches, grand banquets. We had an immense dinner at the Astor House,
with abundance of mutual glorificetion...”

ft—mueb—ave BESrT-opTent-per TOrANTe; indeed/ The romentic hero
entered the benquet hall at the side of Mayor Kingsland. Among the distin=
guished citizen%dto greet himgwere the Governor of Connecticut and
General Watson Webb. The Reverend Bethune sald grace; cordlal messages
from Henry Clay and Daniel Webster were read aloud. The tables were
charmingly decorated with little statues in sugar,showing Kossuth's

as Ay dukja&m,
entry under a triumphal arch,or the Statue of Liberty,

avd srate A?gb;i‘s oM 5'fcip;h5 To Lﬁf_.auur:

ﬁ ‘ = - 3 | . ....._. 3 L] i § -

gﬁ;fha his poor English: "I have learned it in my prison cell in Buds,

but never had an‘oppurtunity of speaking." The audience,of coufse,was

&‘A'm.a.t’ f £r5 as

WM modesty - particulerly £imee his flow of
(% __‘_M\. m ép 3
speech weaa not mpered phatspemae. by his forelgn accent: on the con=
T

trary,the slight Hungarian tatombtien gave e delightful savour to his
wdpger, impetuous eloquence.

He spoke for hours, for days,weeks,and months - almost without
interruption, He spoke in Brooklyn and Philadelphis,in Bsltimore,
Boston,Pittsburgh,Cincinnati, He spoke in every city of any size. He

spoke from memdsbe pulpits,platforms,theatre stagesjet dinner tabled,
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2?1_— in e¢lub rooms,churches,universities. He harangued military groups,reli=
e
o £ious orgenizations,mass meetings,end the Congress of the United States.
.-P

‘R.—"f: 'ln‘i'l':"""'f)J
o He toured the entire country. He appeared in New orleans,Chsreston,and
ot _,.l P
? = “Washington. /He beceame a machine words = Semsmding-werdsgsweetl
P Q ( Mmliulmqmsc
'i 3 and flettering words,demanding,threateningw M/He used with
>
A s experienced mastery the grand vocabulary of the romentic revolutionary,
"
* & the suffering patriot,the noble victim of reactlonary powers. ie thrilled
g

& rREfro diT i 2 o Poveh
I ~ innumerable sudiences with the P style of 1848,spiced
A

‘%’ Hungerian paprics - intensified by the savege rhythm of a lagyarksm

» rhapsody. He rapeated ind I‘atigabla the gloom epic of his cov.mtry 8
Wby dpm Sitpipbtmipeat. > [, - had
struggle m&f

%

) an Q

& ,virtually achieved ilndependence - untjl a third power,Russia,
c'.lmn

b g

interposed with san overwhelming military force,}after shooting and gibbe=
ting thousands of its best citizens,replesced the chains of the Hungarian
people and consigned them to a still more tarrib le bondalgg,lft—m
WMQMMMMMh
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% patriot of his stamp.

$ "Before I stepped across the frontier I lay down on the soil of my
native land; I pressed upon it a sobbing kiss of filiel love: - I took

—~ a handful of earth;one step,and I was like the hull of a wrecked ship..."

There were many moistge eyes in the audience.

J r-"ﬂaw"'b

_?“')v'D IF‘L

#e Kossuth was s tremendous success.
Banquets and torchlightmprocessions;speeches,receptions,meetings,
parties,all sorts of ceremonies and festivities; at every railway station,

_/‘l people gathered to cheer himiebhe dpagsed diengs 1t was a continual

triumph - and & continuel strain. Sometimes he thought that he could not

f:ar it much longer; especially during the first weeks of the journey

In Philadelphia,on Christmas Eve,
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he hed to be cerried to bed,with fever and sl%;ﬁfﬁptoms of a nervous
MO O

breakdown. Nevertheless he heds$o to attend a reception

given in his honor,ast Independence Hell,the next morning. Mayor G-dedén

Gilpin in his introductory speech pralsed the Hungariesn guest as one

of the greatestﬁig:gn;;;;éztgg, The Commander of the Pennsylvenia militia,

Colonel Page,presented him with a goldes Maltese cross and a handsome

medallion with George Washington's portralt fremed in pé?ls. On the backe

fgde the following words were engraved: To Louls Kossuth,the Patriot of

Hungary and Friend oﬁ Humsnity - from an samerican Volunteer. - There is

U
LV
difficulty to him who wills. Kossuth was mored,a%%_ﬁal&vered a speech =~

Q-\.Ld ﬁ MQWLJ@C&

sty
Opposite the hotel room where he lay ﬁ'{ﬂ?‘}chag,a Eigantic%m

set up,showing the Goddess of Liberty,proudly erect,with her heel upon

¥
L

the prostrate Habsburg's neck. Lajos gazed at this encouraging allegory,
es he struggled sgainst the fererish nightmares,the weariness,the painam.

Later he had to recelve & Az I,;..- of teachers,presenting a thirteen

S )
yearsmold boy - infant przijgy who had won rize
< UL Come
offered-—py-tivemsehiood for the Dbest to Louls Kossuth,

The youngster recited his speech,in & piping,drowsy little volice. The
sick hero nodded pclitely. There was an embarrassing silence when the
boy had finished. Finally the-beemded Kossuth observed,with a falnt,
worn-out smile: "If this is your youth,your country will always preserve
its freedom., I thank you,gentlemen."

The whole city was i1lluminated with Bengal lights in the Hungarian
colours. Kossuth was the hero of the day. His friends said to hims
"You must be very proud,Lajos!" He did not answer. His face was numb
and tired. After a silence he said: "I hope I shall be in good shape
on New Year's Day - for the reception st the White House. In Washington
I may find out,st lest,whether thils journav is & success = or a failure...

S was
Fh=pebuweldy—wers g failure. He did I permis himself ®e be fooled by the

(Let )
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exquisite courtesy of President Fillmore nor by the cordial receptlion
me-peoedved in Congress. BUETEEt=that He was invited to attend a session

of-Oonmgees in the Capitol,on Jenuery 7,1852,meemt the highest honor
T Gugrosshar From
ever grented to =a foreigneq,since the deys of Lafeyette.

Ohio,Nr. Carter,greeted him as "Governor Louis Kossuth" - whereupon 811 e

gentlemen present rose., The celebrated visitor expressed his firm con=

viction thet the New World would bring about the finsl victory of liberty.
He was overwhelmed with lavish marks of sympathy and respect;he

received an abundance of great words and 1ittle gifts. Kossuth Committees

were established whereever he appeared. He seemed Waamde hopeful,optimi=

stic,entirely satisfied with the results of his rhetoriﬂjgfforbs. When

he left Massachusetts,in May,he addressed the Kossuth Commlittee at

Boston with these confident words:

Gent lemens: Departing from the State of Massachusetts,I leave the
interests of the cause which I plesd - the cause of civil and religious
liberty in Europe - in the hands of you,who possess my full confidence,
«++ I hope that your committee will,to this end,become the centre of
gction for New W England,end,if possible,for the Union. 4 cesuse advoca=
ted by such men as you,gentlemen,cannot fail to be successful.

Gui~
Fhausche-aspolte——=bhough- he already knew that hls csause was lost: that
his Americaen mission had failed.

Thomas Nichols,witty and conscientious chronicler of American life,
bas Th's Exf)fa&ﬂj'lﬂh . :
jJ brtosz‘fo e [ Kossuth's ultimate failure: fodlowing  wordsy

Koasuth meme wented money. The #mericans were ready to spend & mil=
lion - they did spend millions in a popular manifestaetion,of which he
was the centre and occasion; but they did not believe in or care enocugh
for him or his cause to give him a tenth part of the money they were
ready to expend in dinners and processions, Besides,Kossuth travelled
en prince. He had & suite of neardy hundred persons,who drank costly
wines,smoked the best of clgars,and lived like fighting-cocks. The hotel
bills were enormous; people got tired of paying them; the Hungarlan
stock fell flat,and Kossuth left very quietly the country that had a
few weeks before recelved him in a frenzy of excitement,

U @ chudy  oves - fing

an 8. gteph T e -Elthough
' U Soemy s sﬁ é: @SS g
4% probably ‘ o€ truth.
Tha? NosswhH l-_rJ'L Wweds an
“sumberacma

Ad
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S
meny—beaubiful=Hollars. Yet the decisive reasons for his final lack of

Success are more serlous and more complex., For he was not mainly intere=

sted in expensive wines and cigars; the purpose of his glamorous journey

Y muc,L Mete + —-Mch‘h ' i tad,

jfmaw,m pratent He came, son a highly political mission..
al

and it was for politieal z-easonamhe falled., His gawing idea was nothing

ar Yo hescuade
etiey pud: notlimeg leﬂa;%f/btm‘bm the United Statasmarmed inter=
1 (Chrta ! =

1 & Q0 X {‘E_ : .'.- OWsS 81 =

vention against Austria);

fort.to.revolutionize our-foreign-poliey," .». to use the-anxtons words

of one of his émericen opponents. }ﬁ;pnoaohedbthe -aoetrine-of-"interven=

tion%to prevey'.-mtarvmion, "~ & theory-that. was called- “Utvpiw-wby

S AN

in.their poldey & certain- pbiﬂ&ipl‘!Mﬁaﬂ “Invented for thHe relisf of

WW@ American governm;%aﬁﬁ ,pﬂapla ta.incorporate
oppresged’ nattcmalities. Hquﬂked the Unitsd States to constitute hersslf:

the- Exoouu»‘u Authar!.by for enforeing this law all over the globe. He

wam-d tm%imarwan ‘nation to check and not Eermit Ruaslan 1nterferance
. o i

He declared: The international lew not to interfere with the domestic
affeirs of other nations had been first recogni%ed,then betrayed by Russia.

- "Therefore,l claim the sid of the United Statesy - : so that Hungary

may have sn opportunity to organize her strength ageinst Russian despotism,_
emgbgrbefiitys This is the resson that I ask the United States to become
the executive power to recognize the right of every nution to dispose of
itself. This is the only glory which is yet wanting to the 1list of your

glorious stars.... The people of the United States,having successfully

asserted their own independence,have scarcely any other celling than to

become the assertdfs of freedom equally for other lands."

5
He fully realized the implications of his moral and

political postulete. He did not try to conceasl or to belittle the dangerous

so SThong usged, .
consequences involved in the poliey thet he Mo said -




~

ag
in his address to the New York Bar =:

Yes,gent lemen, I confess,should Russie not respect such a declaration
of your country,then you are obliged, literally obliged,to go to war,
or else be prepared to be degraded before menkind from your dignity.
Yes,I confess that would be the case. But you are powerful enough to
defy any power on earth in & just cause,as your Washington said.

It was,however, just this highest authority whom he had mentioned -
the very authority of George Washington that was quoted against him,
and his "New Doctrine of Intervention." He was blamed in Congress,shortly
after his personal appeerance there,for not having pald sufficient homage
to that great American. Senator Jeremiah Clemens of Alabama delivered
a violent speech against Kossuth,on February 12, 1852.

If Kossuth hsd been the ardent republican which he is represented,
there is one spot in this wicinity no difficulty would have deterred
him from visiting. Neither storm nor tempest - the summer's heat nor
winter's snow should have prevented him from making a pilgrimage to
Mount Vernon,and kneeling at the tomb of the wilsest,the noblest, the
purest of all those who have done battle in the cause of mankind...
But the spot where the remains of Washington are interred,has been
undisturbed by Hungarian feet...

was
Kossuth or Washington? b-ziais«ds the catching title of & lengthy

address delivered in the Tenth Presbyterian Chruch,Philadelphia, by

H.A. Boardman,D.D./ﬁnd=iaber—pnh&tsﬂe&—us—ujar!phioqi It is 2 meet
nich ot . + u bycal argumart

remarkable document

. The speaker was/yery
obviouslm‘anqgszest friend of Kossuth and Kossuth's cause - and at the
same time :I;naohr; distgrbed by “various indications which show that
a concerted effort is about to be made to break down the principle
of non-intervention,which has hitherto been fundamental to our foreign

poliey,and to involve us actively in the conflicts of Europe.”

Muwﬁf A
He put the question#mw

.alleviating -parevhrasest "are we to send fleets and armt'ea to kKurope
(for this is the English of it),or are we to teke care of this Union?"

He Hu

¥nerenpon-tre analyses and refutes all the reasons offered by Kossuth
Contathih us]
. the necessity of American intervention. America

Oaud el

trterfepre - according to the Hungaria - ,not merely for MOTEY
Il Vene ap Catod
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hafly , fon P prrforse 1
w™ ideslistic motives,but also,or fise) self-preservation, nee=

ouired-of-her-to-do-=0,

The despots of Europe will not be satisfied with surpressing the
free nationalities contiguous to them, Having effected thls end,they
will turn their attention zgainst the United States. And if you do not
take the position I humbly claim,you will have to fight a war single-
hended,within 1eqs than five years,against Russis and sll Europe.

s was w. 9 .
w A% Pittsburgh. ﬁnd—-ha-m-l&&nod;& Gincinnatil‘m LG-«J

Remember = you will have to fight,surrounded by enemies,weakened
by discord,standing forsaken,single-handed,elone,sgainst ewwemdd=cf
the whole world,

Mr .Boardman,however - the speaker in Philadelphia - ,after having
praised Koasuth's personality and the Mungerian people,that "gallant
race,which,after repeatedly rolling back the devaststing torrent of
Mohammedanism,was now compelled to see its own ancient and beloved
church made the football of Jesuit intolerance and Austrian tyranny,"
drew the conclusion thet the "Utopilan doctrine of Intervention to prevent
intervention" must be flatly condemneds

Because it would throw the influence of this nation,hitherto the
beneficent gusrdian of peace and happiness among the nations,into the
scele of merciless and insstieble war.

It would be absurd - in Mr.ﬁgaﬁdman's opinion - to accuse the American

government or people ofrhavifgjg;EF‘heen indifferent to the progress

and liberty other lands: "Whenever a nation has revolted against its

teskmaster,we have cheered them by our sympathy end instructed them
haie e, Nty P d

by our example." Yet Americans should

Lwaskiwglon b
ua—#ormui;#-d-#n his Farewell ﬁékeaa: "The great rule of conduct for

v

us,in regard to foreign nations,is,in extending our commercisasl relations,
to have es little political connection with them as possible." Americans
must not forget - Nr.Broadman insisted - the sound tenets of Washington,
Jefferson,Jackson: "keeping out of the vortex of Europesn politics;
avolding ell entangling alliences; absteining from any intervention in
the affairs of other governments,as contrary to our principles of

national policy.”
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The cruc ialL%)—u discussed Imhw-én La jos Kossuth and his ideclogical
opponents, is the issue of Isolationism end Intervention. Kossuth ssid:
The United States will be able to maintsin her own lndependence and
liberty,only if she guerantees and defends the independence and liberty
of other nations as well. The United States will inevitably ruin herself
1f she tries to make comppomises with the boundless aggressivness of
European sutoersts, William H.Seward agreed with Kossuth when he sald
to the Senate: "This Republic 1s,end forever must be,a living -:::ff‘muuefh‘;c
to Russia and tp Austria,and to despotic powers everywhere," uelééﬂéér
kg&ﬁr;he Czarﬁ%&#r;ttempt to meke the whole of Rurope hls own sphere
of influence. "If the Russian Autocrat prevails in that contest,we
shall be left without friends or sllies in the Eastern world."

e bl Joand JhoraiT uFespiats b of |
o S, P PDIGS G risden imerica's

The isolastionist
mission" id-the Afodlowing wordsay

The great thing we have done for the world,has been,under Providence,
to esteblish and maintein e just,wiae‘and well-ordered government -
in all essential particulars,s "model" of what e government should be.
eees We may look forwerd without presumption to a future as brilliant
es our past career has been illustrious. We shall consummate with
honor the sublime mission confided to us for menkind,end achieve a
still more signal fulfdlment of the prophecy: "All Netions shall call
you blessed.” F

Lﬂﬁn\lﬂﬂp oh > aed
The whole debate, ke with zeal and candor*Fn a remaerkably high in=

tellectual level,is most revealing - and wee at the same time confusing.

fo o codit peary Shiaton cbvious.
The parallels ere obidnedan £

be#wﬂﬁne40&amise&ubbon&otarandﬁ;n&a:aeaﬁ&oniatavuYet the basie differ=

, [obeal ool s OuAS (Lhe Qb draste
ences between Kossuth's pw -
. ‘as the
b

fle Wt
resemblances. Kossuth's warning of 4 dreadful warqnmerica might have

f’todéigit)“aingle-hsnded,within less than five yesrs",unless she promptly

or moral and political obligations - his urgent appeal to
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american generosity and sense of self-preservetion, sounds today liks

F, ™ a tly
bhé/ unscrupulous tricka like an inspired prophecy.

He was misteken as fer as the immediate menace of the Russian Czar was

i M;-, fo _ 7l
concerned., He was mistaken the standardsof technique and
political tactics that time, His warning was exaggerateﬁpremﬂture,
and obviously influenced by his own national interests. But was he mista=

ken in principle? Wes his "new scheme" really quite errongeous? Was he
t‘ﬂ.ﬂ‘ﬂﬂ‘tﬂ( TLEJ__)

actually wrong when he M’the universal# solidarity of Dq_mocracy
e lms & heAM M‘A‘n‘mnt‘& t#ﬁﬂf-')! /
was the only\ emocracy from pertsiriwpreverymrery? le

anticipated the fundemental conception of the indivisibility of Civili=

zation. He believed in follective gecurity. e=dtd=not-belteve that-tire

' United.States.could exist.and. flourdsh.as-ensdsolated-onsis e "noael re=
publtet-dn-tHe H1Gst" 67 ¢ ‘world ‘whers tyranny and brutal-force are “a116=

His immediate political program - to persuade the United States #mto

ﬁ militery action ageinst the Czar and the House of Hs.ﬁaburg - =
was ebmovsty absuad
mm#wwm. The moral impact ot: his desperate appeal,however,was
(_Fumisl may fewe /

significant - much more somspde,than he ‘reallzedshimeals,
MO"-&L a .’:«?i—'-kjf Aw"m—- )
ﬁe—mw The arguments MM
fentestic—elaimegproved infinite ljy—l, stronger and more convincing than
) vy Ml#f’w“-____a__; Es Ed be
anything he had to say. & immoderate hopes frustrated. It
WL phuhan kY -
was not only,M%,American complacency and national selfishness
that caused his phpyi¥bsble dissppointmentd: American Common Sense denied

his frantic demands., Yet we cannot help looking at him with profoun
#;ameof:ns& C £49 Jh a §r

hc

sympathy,even with admiration.

olf L's oun the
rods indefatigaeble traveller,carrying his messsge through the continents,

alwa#g &%M&,concealing Poowsdy his hopelesness and
¢

despair; always plcturesque and attractive,in his theatrical costume,

g h.é_u.ﬂkj"
with his pi:w-h'e gestures, He still smiles and thunders,pours

out words,continues his grendiose performance.[hnmmw-




But his face eheaﬁr—beg the..gloomy.marke—of bltterness,

snd=disgirass. He ha.d. failed in the United States of America. He will

Sia
'S &qm%_g b Yriacked iR

also feil in his attempt to win Napoleon III,Bweser Emperor of France,
and Victor Bmmanuel,King of Italy. Nobody will help him to liberste his
subjugated nation, He will write)as an ageing mani

A Hungarian question mey exist,I believe it does exist hidden in
hearts,but not before the world.... There are no longer Hungariesn
refugees, - I,with my sons and a few feithful friends,stand alons,

- foresaken,solitary wanderers in the desert.

0as afroody abeu -

There . wes slready was [his atmosphere of hopelesmess™ him
- though not yet) obviously - ,when he left the United States,on July

14,1852,after a glamorous and senseless stay of more than seven months.

cauAl )
He hastened his departure me he had received news from his mother
A Lev vtfan ak

thet shy¢ was being bothered by #Austrian agents =m russels. An unnoti=

ced couple,lr.and Mrs.Smith,embarked on the vessel Africa. lajos
Lmt olku-

Kossuth-prefereds this modest disguése for himself and his wife,as
@ of At drean ;
L’Ei,-bu-m ashamed of his own identity. What a 4-tranaformticnl

He resembles an actor or opers singer who has put off his fancy clothes
rameved A5 maks - . /
m&iﬂ*ﬂﬂi—m No spectacular gestures,

no great words any more, He has sung his begutiful aris of liberty,

solidarj,independenca. People liked his voice and his eppearence.

Coned awne’ 4
He was gapsis-liy cheered. A
Aole
Now the show 1s over - or;at leasty,his hi“g‘;ﬁgena.mM'ﬁhem But the

IS Qg On foday .
great drama goes oni QWMO. Walt Whitman meant

him,too - Lajos Kossuth of Hungary - when he called out "To & foillad

g = A, i ™

European Revolutionaire":

— -h-.\.—_.._r

Then couragel European revolter! revoltress!
For,t11l all ceases,neither must you cease.

Revolt]l and the bullet for tyrants!

Did we think victory great?

So it is - But now it seems to me,when it cannot be help'd,that defeat
is great,

And that death and dismay are great.

X




The Romantic Hero:

KO0S3UTH.

When the Humboldt errived in New York,on December & ,1851,the news=
pepor men had a busy day. For there were two dlstinguished personali=
ties smong the passengers - 2 handaome lady and a hendsome man,oboth
fugitives from minor Buropean countries. I am en exile like yourself}"
with these words the Countess Landsfeld,slias Lola Montez,had triled
to start s conversation withh%g:ai?kossuth,the Hungarian patriot and
fighter for independence, But his answer wes a hesughty glance and an
iey smile, Ve regarded Jola's attempt to construct & parallel between
his own tragic let and her scandalous effeir as & nalve impudence.

He wes no ordinary refugee,to beglin with;but an honored guest of the
Ameriean nation, The ex-mistress of the Bavarien king might stir up
the vulzar curioeity of the mod =~ while he,Kcssuth,was golng to be the
object of officiel marks of respect. Tmsme . Joint Resolution in
Honor of Louia Kossuth hsd been dlscussed and solemnly rccepted by
the Senate of the United States, It wes Willlam H. Sewarg,a Whipg=
senetor from New York,who had delivered the main speecﬁgﬁiggégﬁﬁhe
Senate and House of Representetives of the United States in Congress
agnembled - "that the Congress of the United States,in the neme end
behalf of the People of the United States,give to Louls Kossuth a
cordisl welcome to the capital and to the country; and that a copy
of this Resolution be transmitted to him by the President of the
United Stetes." There had been varied objections,and one gentleman
had even ventured on the insidious gquestion, "Why should the smerican
people engege in peying this homage to Kossuth,granting all l:a ngrﬁﬁp,
. e L
baceuse he has done nothing for America?" EP.Seﬂﬂrﬂ,hoﬂeveg?ﬁﬁg%hg:ﬁ ;
aisted fibir—imepbred-aloquensq- that Kossuth should be "edmitted here

as the representetive of the up-rising liberties of Europe,"




He had ceptivated the American imeginstion,even before he set foot
on American soil, A wave of sympathy for the Hungarliens snd their gallant
loader had swept throughout the country; everybody admired that brave
1ittle natlon,fighting ageinst overwhelming odds for independence from
oppressive Austria, smerican newspspers carrieda furlous articles against
the tyrannous House of Hahsburg,and when the Austrian chargé at Weshing=
ton protested,Danlel Webster,then Secretary of State,wrote him a deflent
letter,empnasizing "the right of the American psople to asympathlze with
the efforte of any nation to acquire liberty,” smericen public opinion
had besn profoundly shocked by the ruthless attitude of the Czar,who

hed

‘("Lm?

interfered with militsry power,in 1848,for the House of Habsburg,
“ &0l Loty
2 the proud Magysrs. Then Lajos &

Kossuth, former Minister of Finence in the Hungarian governument,was

actually dictator of his country,with the title of a Gmrernor.ﬂt-n

pe had to resign,to fly,and the only refuge was a Turkish pri=
son, His finel liberation was due to the sctivities of his influential
British snd Americen friends.
Hundreds of thousands of Americans were famlliar with the cdetalls of
om sale
his drametic cereer ss his 1life story wahlﬂd at the street corners,
People knew kit he was a champion not only for national independence,

but slso for religious liberiy. For he csme from s Protestant family of

noble rank,end the Protestand falth was persecuted by Metternich's

views,and _ﬁghjgy.dwmﬁﬂﬂae a netionel leegue in opposition te the Vienna

Sl
I _,.'.fl"

v =

dag‘eu el
He wes tenacious, ,paaeionatem a mertyr,and a grand=

¢:neur,and an orator of the grand gtyle, His face with
Goﬂ‘qtﬁouq




-
the well-kept besrd and the wide,srched forehead was of virile beauty =
intelligent,sensusl,bold, He cut an impressive figure,besutifully dres=

L Cown i)
sed in a P costume of the national Hungerian style,the wlde

jecket luvwlishly trimmed, the hat adorned with a h‘mwnvini‘_ feather. In
short,he looked and talked and anoted exactely the way a Lero o :].iberr,y
and politicel romsnticlat should look,talk and act.w
e loquence,well-trained,highly thm_:tri_cal and yel candld "a.-,.mt‘fh"ﬁ'ﬁ‘;;
the women,and made tia young men andentdy” Jiah to ®kes follow his

! E—— n..h'.'ﬂ-.*‘aﬂwwtw
example: to beeom® 'S8 ne was - as daring,goodlooking, genercus end in=

e

#is sojourn in England,preceding his visit to the Unlted States,had

been & permenent trlumph. imong all the exiles,then gathered at the

British capitel,he was undoubtedly the moat‘%gw

jomes Thore were llberal Germ&n poets such as Freiligrath,and leaders

c?‘\:’{'ﬁalinn e résorgimentp guch as the great Mazzlnljand there was

Karl Marx,pondering with Friedrich Engels upon the scheme of future

revoltions. But Louis Kossuth, just escaped from Mastrisn tyrenny end

a Turkish jell,triumphantly stole the show. He wae cheered by both

the working people and the lords - glthough the proletarien messes

knew that he was no soclallst im the sense of the Trade Unions,whlle

the conservetive politiclans were informed of his republican tenets,

fis populerity was tremendous. when he embarked st Southempton,with hie

wife Therese end a band of comredes,the Kayor end many officiala eppen=

red to bid him farewell, Yet the grendiocgg welcome prepared for him

by the American people,surpessed everything he had witnessed up to then,
How right he had been to sneer at poor lola Montez,that ambitious

adventuress in declinel Her little feme faded away,compered with his

¢ lamorous glory.

ovetions., The streets he had to pass were levishly decorated Wy r}uiw;
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the Hungarien tricolour,entwined with the Stsr and Stripes; the enthu=
slasm wes indescribeble, Thomas Nichels,in his Iinstructilve book Forty

0 A
Yeors of American Life, mentlons Kossuth's ﬁthi-Eyarr1VPl among "Excite=

ments and Sensationj,together with the lsst visit of Henry Clay to New
York,the solemn reception of the first Japsnese Ambassudors, br—the—imenis
ean—edtiesfand with "that great end wonderful reception of His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales," eldest son of Queen Victoria,

"The welcome to Kcssuth was as enthuslastic ss eny revolutionary
could desire., New York turned out its wlillion of spectators,and 1lts
twenty regiments or so of citizen soclédiery,tc honour the illustriocus
Kagyar, He had & t{rliumphal progress,with brilllant processions,eloquent
speeches,grand banquets, We had sn inmense dinner at the Astor House,
with abundence of mutual glorificetione.."

e e 3 The romsntie hero
entered the benguet hall at the side of Mayor Klngeland. smcng the distin=
gulshed cltizens to greet him,were the Governor of Connecticut and
Generel Watson Webb. The Reverend Bethune sald grace; cordial messages
from Henry Clay end Deniel Webster were read aloud., The tables were
charmingly decorsted with little statues in suger,showing Kossuth's
antry under e triumphel arch,or the Ststue of Liberty, woesdng. There
were plenty of moving tossts and inspired speeches, Kossuth delivered

boy ot
a Ae L address, lie was coquettish snough to apologlze
for his poor English: "I have learned it in my prilson cell in Buda,

" The audience,cof coufse,was

but never had an oppurtonity of spesking.
touched by so much charming modesty - particulerly since his flow of
speech wes not hempered whatscever by his forelgn sccent: on the con=
trary,the slight Hungarian intonation gave e delightful savour to his
winged, impetuous eloquence,

He spoke for hours,for days,weeks,and months - almost without
interruption, He spoke in Brooklyn end Philedelphle,in Beltimore,

Boston,Pittsburgh,Cincinnatl, He spoke in every city of any slze, He

spoke from faaebese pulpits,platforus,thestre stagesjal dinner tahla’,
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in ¢lub rooms,churches,universities, He harsngued militery groups,reli=

>

}uf’
o *H-

> | lous orgenizations,mess meetings,end the Congress of the United States.
ﬁ"."r'h'(.:'l'l:{
He tcureé the entire country. He appeared in New Grleana,ctmre“stongend

&

o

=

&
B ket
o © "Washington,.{He beceme g machine producing words - dewemabngewenday sveet
a : 4 Lan an bt
> end flattering words,demending,threatening, pws words, He used wlith
)

~ g\ experienced mastery the grand vocabulsry of the romentic revolutlionery,
v
the suffering patrict,the noble victim of reactionary powers, He thrilled

-
~
7 wbeatarpdoe
#'; inmumersble sudlences with the ’ atyle of 1348,spleced by some
. |Hungerian paprice - intensiflsd by the sevsge rhythm of a Magyarian
N
™~k rhepsody, He ropeated,indefatlgable,the gélr}om:,r epic of his country's
'?. 2 Ma,rﬁr.-rdﬂﬂ v The OUCAnR ) oy a_fE/
s o struggle an 0% that plucky little mation rose against 1its
-‘ ‘.
S a oppressors,virtually schieved independence - until a thlrd power,Russla,
S

el
interposed with an overshelming milltary force}a;fer shootling and glbbe=

o
il
; ® ting thoussnds of its best citlzens,rspleced the chalns of the Hungariean
b
- ? people and ccnﬂlgned them to a stlll uwore terrible bondag{g,ﬁﬁ—mo—n
p 3 [heart=broskiag. AR ks 0.1 8 G L AT e ety bimmsinrgprtitoTyhich
.-e.,"‘ { Lanapryed
‘b G MMMVBeside,the Fppesdds narrator never
zh?,‘;failad to add a few touching detalls concerning his own traglc fate.
I ¢ |He mede 1t movingly clear how bitter exile was,sspeclally for &n ardent
-~
e e | patriot of hls stamp.
t :
3 "Before I steppad across the frontier I lay down on the soil of wy
< ? native land; I pressed upon 1t a sobbing kiss of fillal love: - I took
: <* 8 handful of earth;one stop,and I was like the hull of a wrecked shlp..."
“_f ..;.. Thers were meny molsten eyes In the audlence,
2
A S Kossuth was r tremendous success.
o
-" Benguets and torchlight-processions;speeches,receptlons,meetinga,
#I

)

/ partiess,nll sorts of ceremonles and fesatlvitles; at every rallway station,
: people g:thered to cheer him as he passed along: 1t wes a gontinual
triumph - and e continual strain, Sometimes he thought that he could not
bear it much longer; eap2clelly during the first weeks of the journey

he often felt near the total collepse, In Philadelphia,on Christmes Eve,




-t:!.ll
he hed to be carrled to bad,with fever and #ll symptoms ¢f a nervous
MG ana ed

breakdovn. Neverthcless he inasedo . to ettend a reception

given in hils honor,rt Independence Hell,the next mornlng. Maeyor Sdiwim
Gilpin in his introduetory apeech prelsed the Hungariesn guest as one

of the greetest contemporaries, The Commander of the Pennsylvenis: militila,
Colonel Pege,presented him with a golden Meltese cross and a handsome

medallion with George Washington's portrait framed In perls, On the back=

gide the following words were engraved: To Louls Kossuth,the Patrlot of

Hungary and Friend on Humsnity - from an fmerlcan Volunteer. = There 1is

difficulty to him who wills. Kossuth was moved,and delivered a speech =

whereupon he was shaken by & new fever attack.
oaler

Opponite the hotel room where he lsy suffering,a glgsntic %ﬁ-rq was
set up,showing the Goddess of Liberty,proudly erect,with her heel upon
the prostrate Habsburg's neck, lLajos gaged et this encouraging allegory,
es he struggled sgainst the feverish nightmares,the wesriness,the pains,
Later he hed to receive a deputstion of teachers,presenting a thirteen
yeera=0ld boy - something like sn infent prodigy who had won a prize
offered by the school for the best welcome spesch to Louls Kossuth,
The youngster recited his speech,in e piping,drowsy little volce. The
sick hero nodded politely. There was en embearressing sllence when the
boy hed finished. Finelly tivesbessseed Kcssuth observed,with a falnt,
worn-out smile: "If this is your youth,your country will slways preserve
ite freedem., I thank you,gentlemen,"

The whole c¢ity wee 1lluminated with Bengel lights in the Hungarlan
colours., Kossuth was the herc of the day. His friends spid to him:
"You must be very proud,lajosl"™ He did not answer. His frco was numb
and tired. After n silence he salds "I hope I shall be in good shape
on New Your's Day - for the reception st the White House, In Washington

I mey find out,at lest,whether this journey ls & success - or a failure..."

o
It sctuelly was & fallure, lle dl?)’ﬁ himself ket be fooled by the
al
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exquiasilte courtesy of President Fillmore nor by the cordiul reception
he-restdwes in Congress, The fact that he was lnvited %o attend s session
ode@omssew= in the Capitol,on Januery 7,1852,meant the highest honor
ever granted to s foreigner,since the days of Lsfayette. The Member of
Ohio,lr., Carter,greeted him as "Governor Louls Kossuth" - whereupon &ll
gentlemen present rose, The coclebreted visitor expressed his firm con=
viction that the New World would bring sbout the finel victory of liberty.

He was overwhslmed with lavish marks of sympathy and respect;he
received an ebundance of great words and 1little gifts, Kossuth Committees
wepe 2atablished whereever he appeared, He seemed WmAae hopeful,cptiml=
stic,entirely satisfied with the results of hils rhetoric efforts., ¥hen
he left Massachusetts,in May,he eddressed the Kossuth Committee at
Boston with these confident words:

@Gent lemen: Depsrting from the State of Massachusetts,l leave the
interests of the cause which I pleed - the cause of clvlil and religlous
liberty in Europe = in the hands of you,who possess my full confidence,
«es I hove that your committee will,to this end,bdocome the centre of
setion for New & England,and,if possible,for the Union, 4 cause advoca=
ted by such men as you,gentlemen,cennot fall to be successful,

Thus he spoke = though he already knew that hils couse was lost: that
his fmerican mission had falled,

Thomas Kichols,witty end conscientious chronicler of imerlean life,
tries to explain Kossuth's ultimete fallure with the following wordss

Xoesuth weemse winted money. The #mericans were resdy to spend & mil=
lion - they did spend millions in a popular manifestation,of which he
was the centre eand occasion; but they did nct belleve in cr care enough
for him or his esuse to give him a tenth part of the money they were

rescy to expend in dinners end processions. Bealdes,Kossuth travelled
en prince. He had a suite of nesr,!y hundred persons,who drank costly
w

hes, smoked the best of eigars,snd lived 1like fighting-cocks, The hotel
bills were enormous; people got tired of paying them; the Hungarlan
stock fell flst,end Kossuth left very quietly the country that hed a
fow weeks before received him in a frenzy of excitement.

This statement,however,represents a sterk simplificetion = although
it probably contains a certain amount of truth. We may pr;aume thet

ey,

Kossuth's c¢lemorous presence,in the long run,became M{:umharaome

to his smericen hosts,es he wasted too many beautiful words end too
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many beautiful dollars, Yet the decisive reasons for hils final lack of
success are more serlious and more complex, For he was not mainly intere=
sted in expensive wines end cigers; the purpose of his glamorous journey
was far more pretentious. He came,indeed,on a highly political mission.
and it was for political reesons he failed, His daring ldea was nothing

other and nothing less bﬁi to decide the United States to an ermed inter=
Aa, “-I.‘ .
vention egainst sustrla e buedly oreortook wee aowie P

fort-to-revointionive-oplt-foretgn rottep lrmriomuse-bteankete-words

o eHe BT RIs ITHeries -"mmwds«o-mwmﬂm : n=

FIoItY prevant=is wewﬂmmwwm

.

I

HT§ rentos fiogbnosss ~militant- expounden-of-internrvionad-ls

.o

openly urged botn the' American government aeg pﬁﬂﬁie_tu incorporate
in their pollr- j.hertain principle nn hgdﬁfﬁ;z;ted for the relief of
appr9539i1? 'znalitiea. Hﬁwggklﬁ”the United States to constitute herself
fg; enforeing this law a2ll over the globe., He

ve Auth

the Execwt.
erican nstion to check and not permit Russisn interference

He declared: The internationsl law not to interfere with the domestie
affelrs of other netions had been first racogni%ed,then betrayed by Kussia,

= Therefore,l claim the sid of the United Statesy - 3 so that Hungary

may have an opportunity te crganize her strength against Russian despotism
and barbarity. This i1a the reeson that I ask the United States to become
the executive power to recognize the right of every nation to dispose cof
itself, This 1s the only glory which 1as yet wanting to the list of your
glorious stars,... The people of the United States,having successfully
asserted thelr own independence,have scarcely any other celling than to
become the assertgbs of freedom equally for other lands,"

He fully realized the far-reaching irplications of his morsl and
political postulete, He did not try to concesl or to belittle the dangerous

consequences involved in the policy thet he recommended so keenly., Me neid -




in his address to the New York Ber =:

Yes,gentlemen,l confess,should Russis not respect such a declaration
of your country,then you are obliged,literally obliged,to go to war,
or ealse be prepared to be degraded before menkind from your dignity.
Yes,I confess that would be the case, But you are powerful enough to
defy any power on earth in a just cause,as your Washington said.

It wes,however, just this highest suthority whom he had mentioned =
the very authority of George Weashington thet was quoted against himg,
and his "New Doctrine of Intervention," He was blamed in Congress,shortly
after his personal appesrance there,for not having pald sufficient homage
to that great Americen, Senator Jeremish Clemens of 2labama dellvered
a violent speech mgainst Kossuth,on February 12,1852%

If Kossuth hed been the ardent republican which he 1s represented,
there is one spot in this vieinlty no difficulty would have deterred
him from visiting. Neither storm nor tempest = the summer's heat nor
winter's snow should have prevented him from msking a pllgrimage to
¥ount Vernon,and kneeling at the tomb of the wisest,the noblest, the
pureast of all those who heve done battle in the cause of mankind.se
But the spot where the remeins of Washington are interred,has been
undiasturbed by Hungarian feet...

Kossuth or Washington? = this is the catching title of a lengthy

address delivered in the Tenth Presbyterian Chruch,Philadelphia,by
Huoho Boardman,D.D.fhad—4eb9!—yubthﬂmukqupqngnnnhiahi'It 1s & most
remerkable document,indeed - of slarming seriousness,rich in both
genuine emotlons angigz;rp loglcal arguments, The speaker was,very
obviounsly,an horieat friend of Kossuth and Kossuth's cause - and at the
same time % distnrbed by "various indicatlions which show that
a concerted effort is about to be mude to break down the prineciple
of non-intervention,which has hitherto been fundamental to our forelign
policy,end to involve us actively in the conflicts of Europe.”

He put the question,right in the beginning,directly and without
alleviating peraphrases: "Are we to send fleets and armiea to durope
(for this is the English of it),or are we to take care of this Uniont"

Whereupon he analyses and refutes all the reasons offered by Kossuth

to expluin the necesalty of American intervention, America had?tq
ouF of

interfore = sccording to the Hungarila - ,not merely Sor -wermd
anstaton




=l0=

aw 1deelistic motives,but also,or mostly,becsuse self-preservation re=

guired of her to do =0,

The despots of Burope will not be satisfled with surpressing the
free nationalities contiguous to them, Heving effected this end,they
w11l turn their attention sgainet the United States, And if you do not
teke the position I humbly claim,you will have to fight a war single-
hended,within less than five years,egainst Russie and all Europe,

Thus he spoke at Pittsburgh, /nd he exclaimed,et Cincinnetis

Remember - you will have to fight,surrcunded by enemles,weakened
by diseord,standing forsaken,single~hsnded,elone,rgainst meemdeiemet
the whole world,

¥r .Boardmen,however = the speaker in Philadelphia - ,after having
praised Kossuth's personality end the Mungarian people,that "gallant
race,which, s fter repeatedly rolling back the devastating torrent of
Mohemmedanism,was now compelled to see its own anclent and beloved
church made the football of Jesult intolerance and Austrisn tyranny,”
drew the conclusion that the "Utoplan dectrine of intervention to prevent
intervention” must be fletly condemnad:

Because it would throw the influence of this natlon,hitherto the
beneficent gusrdian of peace and heppiness among the nations,into the
gecele of merciless and inaatiable war,

It would be absurd - in Mr,Brosdmen's opinion - to accuse the Ameriecan
government or people of having ever been indifferent to the progress
and liberty in other lands: "Whenever & nation has revolted sgeinst its
teskmaster,we have cheored them by our sympathy and instructed them
by our exsmple,’ Yet imericans should well remember Washington's wisdom
as formmleted in his Farewell iﬁheas: "The great rule of conduct for
us,in regard to foreign nations,is,in extending our commercial relations,
to have sa 1little politiesl commectlon with them gs possible." /imericans
mast not forget - Mr,Broadman insisted - the sound tenets of Washington,
Jefferson,Jackson: "keeplng out of the vortex of Europeen polities;
avolding 211 entengling alliences; absteining from any intervention in

the affairs of other governments,as contrery to our principles of

national poliey,"
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The erucilal discussed bﬁ%wg;n Lajos Kossuth and his ldeclogical
opponents,is the issue of Isolationism and Interventlon, Kossuth sald:
The United States will be able to meintaln her own lndependence and
liberty,only if she guasrantees and defends the independence end liberty
of other nationa as well. The United States will inevitably ruln herself
if she tries to make compromises with the boundleas eggresslivness of
European sutocrats, William H,Sewsrd egreed with Kossuth when he sald
to the Senates "This Republic is,end forever must be,s living offense
to Russia snd to Austria,and to despotic powers everywhere," He fore=
told the Czar may attempt to meke the whole of Europe his own sphere
of influence. "If the Russian Autoerat prevails in that contest,we
shdll be left without friends or allies in the Esstern world,"

The isolationist,however,resumed his own vision of "/merica's
mission" in the following words:

The great thing we have done for the world,has been,under Providence,
to eateblish end meinteln = juat,wiae‘and well-ordered government =
in a1l essential particulars,s "model” of what a government should be,
esee Ne may look forwerd without presumption to & futuwre as brilliant
as our past career has been 1llustrious. We shall consummate with
honor the sublime mission confided to us for menkind,end achieve a

still more signel fulfdlment of the prophecys "All Natlions shall call
you bleased,"

The whole debate,led with zeal and candor,on e remerkably high in=
telloctual level,is most revealing - and Wwae st the same time confusing.
The parsllels with our modern problems end conditions are strlking:
recalling the erguments as exchsnged,in 1852,between Kossuth end his
antagonists,often YA Lt I, — listening to a discussion
between 1940 Isolationists and Interventionists, Yet the basic differ=
ences between the condltions of Kossuth's periFd :éithﬂ pclitical
reality our own generation 1s confronted wiﬁq?m the
resemblances, Kossuth's warning of a dreadful war America might h{:gwh
to fight,”singla-handed,within less than filve years“,qn}qaq_ghn{iggggﬁ&b
meetg‘her moral and political obligations - his urgent eppeal to




i Ivf‘r
American generosity and sense of self-prem‘rwtion,:munds todﬁy‘#ﬁ' like
lﬁunscrupuloua tricklmﬁq:ﬂ! {11{8 an inspired prophecy.,
file was mistaken as far as the immedlste menace of the Russiesn Czar wes
concerned, He was mistaken considering the standard of technique and
politiesl tactics in that time, His warning was exaggerested,premature,
and obviously influenced by his own national interests, But was he mlsta=
ken in principle? Wes his "new scheme" really quite erronjfeous? Was he

l‘.‘ﬂﬂ‘m‘lﬂ.
actually wrong when he Mewaamsanded the universale solidarity of Democracy

A amlliamgte collafin
as the only method G" prevent/Democracy from X He

antlcipated the fundemental conception of the indivisibility of Civili=
zation, He believed in €ollective ;ecurlty./ég-mmm

"3';_.‘_
w s

His immediate politieal program - to persuade the United 3tates into
Atpaataty

'militm-y action sgeinst the Czar and the House of Haﬁaburg - an

obvious sbsurditv. The moral impact of his desperate appesl,however,was
significant - much more so,maybe,then he reslized himself,
Moed anus et e
ﬁp-m—mwd The arguments mhmlﬁaﬂoﬂuhﬁi!ﬂ‘

P ndde—sdammed proved Infinitely stronger and more convincing than

anything he had to say. His lmmoderate hopes had to be frustrated., It

was not only,and not mostly,American complaceney and netional selfishness

thet caused his lnevitable dissppointmentd#: American Common Sense deniled

his frantic demands., Yet we cannot help looking at him with profound

sympathy,even with admiration, What a pethetic and yet imposing figurel

- an indefatigable traveller,garrying his messeage through the continents,
Celgramis i :ﬂwtn Vieis

elways brisk,alWays sconcealing proudly his hopelesneas and

despalr; always pleturesque and attrective,in his theatrical costume,

with his grand,expressive gestures, He still smiles and thunders,pours

out words,continues his grendiose performance,mm




- l8e
But his face already begins to show the gloomy marks of bitterness
ond disstress. He had feiled in the United States of America, He will
also fell in his attempt to win Napoleon III, Smeser Emperor of France,
end Victor Emmenuel,King of Italy. Nobody will help him to liberate his
subjugeted nation, He will write)us an sgeing mans

A Fungerlen question mey exist,I belleve it does exlst hildden in
heerts,but not before the world.e.ss There are no longer Hungarian
refugees, = I,with my sons and e few feithful friends,stend alone,

- foresaken,solitary wanderers in the desert,

There was 8lready was this atmosphere of hopelesmess surrounding him

e ——

T~ W/ .
- though not(yet) obviously - ,when he left the United Stetes,on July
14,1852,after a glamorous and senseless stay of more than seven months,

He hestened his departure as he had recelved news from his mother
anm Ll-v wt[enne ak

thet shg wes being bothered by #ustrian age russels, ~n unnoti=
ced couple,ir.and Mrs.Smith,embarked on the vessel Africa. Lajos

d cloren
Kossuth this modest disgudse for himself and his wife,ss

A'f e e
#ﬂ-ha—n&‘aashamed of his own identity. What a murky trensformationi

He resembles an sctor or opere singer who has put off his fanecy clothaq,
f colourful meke=up.pméeeptitioled-beands No spectacular gestures,
no great words any more, He has sung his besutiful aris of liberty,
solidarity,independence, People liked his volce end his eppearance.

He wea cordlelly cheered, - .
)
Now the show 1s over = or,st leest,his big]ncane in the show, But the

great drame goes on: it esctually still continues, Walt Whitman meant
him,too = Lajos Kossuth of Hungary - when he ealled out "To & foll'd

muropean Revolutionaire":

Then coursgel Buropean revolterl revoltressl
For,t111l all ceases,neither must you cease.

Revolt] and the bullet for tyrantsl

pid we think victory great?

8o it is - But now it seems to me,when it cannot be help'd,that defeat
is great,

And that desth and dismay are great,

X
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The Young Tiger:

CLEMENCEAU. H
the 9tcomd Laﬁ{ of e M

Ciu’éuar,
The French colony of New York,in
zwas mstber gey and feirly influentisl,especially in matters
o Lo@s
=4 teate and culture, ThereAstill snketed some=

thing like & French Quarter,in the vicinity of Liberty Street and

around Weshington Square,with French theatres, reqtauranta and
aOcaAt cenmTlov)

Bejoms where Rl
npierstobg his languaZ); nd there even was a French paper,the

Courrler des ét ata=-Unis.

stores. A newgomer from Paris found

The young doctor,however,who landed in New York from the steamer
Etna of the Imman Line,in the autumn of 1865,11@%] at
periodical; Ma@» he thought the Courrier too closely connected with
Napoleon III ,"the Tyrant of the Tuileries." The young man was
bitterly opposed to the Emperor,as A&’ nae to many other things =

c ol Lead~ K1 of the
such as the Catholic Church,férmsn romasnticlsm, rench Royalists, 4

and all kinds of reactionary,m or mystigfidea;;ﬁﬂis_b"e—zﬁts
lieved in Freedom,Reason,and Justice; in Greek philosophy,Roman
qtrategy,mti% in the dignity of man as a result of in=
cegsant intellectual endeavour and of the French Revolution, He

i Ee ey
was gifted with e saﬂr:&‘:lonic Wim,&“ﬂﬂ*ﬂw

vitalit

,and ai% absence of sense of humour. He was /8w
sparkling causeur,an elegant horsemen,and amm good fencer.
He soon became a popular figure in the journalistic and artistic
circles of New York City. His name was Eugéne Franklin Georges

Clemenceau.

He had just completed his medical studies in Paris,when 4eg




‘ =15~
ﬂo_ .:'daa Clidug o Kuhﬁ
SudderrIy—god-thoidea of travelling to England and the United States

- e definitely%g)ainst the will of his father. Yet old Monsieur
Clemenceau should have had more understanding for his son's wayward

rendualedlione. charscter; for it was from his father that Georges had
s chshvacy aund Aceklosgioss

inherited 83 es. Benjamin Clemejceau)m
W
e
also a doctor,smés a philosophical Jacobin of the aApgoedsdt,in=
flexiblem He was known among his friends for el

Uf%‘tﬁié ng more than lLouls-Philippe,and that was Napoleon III. He had

the honorable reputation of spending more time in cursing both Bourbonq

wal dire,
and Bonapartes than in curing patients. His son,waq&maeﬁ.;m

ox e STon docTiives
"ideslistic materialism" - sixiody em=

bracéq both a grim scepticism and a militant belief in Democracy as

the ultimate mission of man., No wonder that the first political scti=
vity of the young scholar in Paris was the composition of a violent
manifesto,bristling with attacks against the clergy and inviting a
group of friends to "bind themselves to oppose the presence of a priest
at birth,marrisge,or death." They solemnly esteblished a 'Do-as-you-

think sssociation',with 'Sclence as its law,and Justice as its gim,!
o A skt f'}ma days b

"”11« 7‘& -i/mJ-cL &‘gl,‘};f Lay '. &g ﬁ;ﬁ ,> - S
. - e young artists,
O anthuaf

already anticipating the comingkﬁpuoa-o of Impressionism = that jmegndie
v g Ftdang

fteent-ontburst-of -colouny invasion of glowing life into art -

8till flocked respectfully around the masters,Courbet and Corot. Clemen=

ceau made friends with Emile Zola and the brothers Goncourt. 4 group

of inspired youngsters launched a progressive newspaper, Le Travail;

they had to camouflage their refractory ideas because of the rigid

control wielded by the Emperor's political censorshép. Zola was the

he ofeat
poet,Clemenceau ju the literary and dramatiec critic of ’




/
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[ = cavlion and d acy-
Sometimes they grew tired of Clemenceau

\challenged the Imper*ial dictaetor: "They can sllence us,but they can=
ot meke us liet" He tc prison - only for seventy-three

ke as Yod § »
ays,but h-o-,[-tbheughb« ~1ike seventy=tiree yezrs,

alloned-to.nesd-wererreligious. orks and. an

abom'lnahle poem in twelve cantos by M.de Jumonville,a young French

“horhsywp

wrwrrt 4] *H

officer, who weg killed on the benks of the Ohio flghﬁﬂigg WD the
-
militia of George 'W&a,hin&ton. Clemencesu 1ca,;hé"ti""the jail,end “"Na=
‘r“.a'.’--lr
poléon le Petit",to whom haﬂqweum ‘ne sty humiliation,end he also

'U'F-DI"

loathed M.de Jumd'éwill_e-ﬂﬁose baﬂxd,ﬁaa s0 unbearsbly dull. He ad=

mitted 1atq:n-r oy h,ave never since been :"h !:o get rid of an in=

_—

vincible. feeling-of -resentmett dFET

0y Mmpre ™

His stay in England was short,with a visit to John Stuert MKill
as its climax. Clemencesu was planning to translate WMill's work on
| ol A = 1*2‘51
Auguste Comte into French., He also bia i social ©£onditicns in

Britain,and was ataucl; by the contrast between upper-class wealth

and the squalid " of the poor.

He errived in imericamlpz%-s%b curiosity, hankering

for knowledge and sctivity. At that time - )mﬂe even France,home=

SEVARE . R R

the aftermath of the Civll War,the delicate
Reconstruetion. Lincoln's assassination had
?.\u. u.h/'uz-
feithful adherents of progress %ﬁe queation
#%#1ll the Union be able to rehabilitate itself
=y
without having recourse to some jFird - dictatorf»ﬁfo :
Comm, sy d s crhuncial
Clemencesu was ¢ discuss /erd-enswmer this

question for the readers of the Parls newspaper Le Temps - s=irectdowi-




{
ki Maot ol

at that timagpn orgen of Democratic radicaliséﬁlﬂis articles appea=
red anonymously as his name was enathemes to French censors. His
fixed salary was 150 francs a month - which was & modest payment
for his services,but enabled him,together with the allowance he

e abve c;:;ﬁﬁ;{f
received from his fether,to live paiher. eemfo

Gy had Thal S was Lu.utfr_
He liked New York,elthough he

Vet
2L
ideas and good coffee. he enjoyed strolling through the streets

of Manhattan,and he soon felt at home in his little flat dtaniowx,,
/2L

inabhﬂ»iﬂdbh.street He had a reserved teble at Pfaff's,on Broadway

- theha meeting ground of the literati. /ﬁﬁﬁnﬂﬂﬁtﬂ“hia—iauo&p&%e

g

places was the #stor Lihrary,in Lafayetté Street. lheneﬂhe “used to

——

spend tranquil hours of studying,snd I‘he deter preaented the insti=

_,..--’"
tute with his doctor's degreg,eaﬁﬁy, La généretion des é&léments
—r

anatcmiques. Thg,au#dé?;ph dedication in that treasured copy is

dated-from-Oeto
\v// Among his more intimate friends in New York were Williem E,
Marshall - an American artist whom he had met at Peris - ,the

enterprising Bostonian Edward Howard House,then dramatic eritic

oé:the New York Tribune, and Horace Greeley,whom he later pralsed

as "the perfect type of & political journelist,struggling for the
A
//;;‘H\\\enlightenment of the masses."

Sougi, Te § T
~| It is characteristic that he seeked,almost exclusively, eantasts
S - TS

Ch.uad f.Lb"EQ . i =
journalists and politiciana,ﬂhiieuhe;a.--:' S FF O el real e

denesl™ e

his "colleagues®,the physicians., Jifadty.one-—




-18-

man in all his weakness end misery,that consclentlous pity that

<l
mgkes the great physician. W@rﬁm&m@

~plleviate the-suffering of man,bub.to i improve=his TOTE 1 standards
way oboesed witl,

- even. through.stlill.more. sufferingyif-neceasanyy HLs Mad a cold

passion for Justice - the dry ecstasy of a rationalistic preacher.

wendd Sack, 5(4.?&; A a{a.(..;;
His peds=nant eloquﬁzce and moral determination
far .

doshued Ain

‘ . But his pugnacious temper and
d,.-"t_,-‘\.r& {ﬁ-!.‘} 'kd'.lu.‘. 7‘{.4 ; -(_ .
Mm%aﬂﬂ&kmm

Hewwasydndesd,s,.politician by natuce,passion-end-missiony He

loved politics. He not only beligved in the par]ﬂamentazy system,
’v:%

+ ctdd el exisl s dZod
but actually needed "a"]:r-to-‘br-e-&tne:r that

:ym.qd CLhd:

sordid atmo:aphere of 1ntriguell
uu.f T
violent debaten and

.
ruthlees. rhnatoprie -foests efforts fov e,
coufe
soite, of bpefrewn career,onsf¥e party,tnesfatherlend,and general

human progress. He was firmly convinced of the educational func=
tion of Democracy. He believed that any political problem should
be discussed in public until the emwe correct solution was found.

He believed in correct solutions of involved effairs, He m&mkj :

“A question 1s never settled until it is settled right."

— —

The men who was to become one of the great leaders of the

French nation,was a falrly <=Fomﬂ journs 1131: and relia‘ble correspon=
‘et O ke, n Clr Lo
dent, though & rsathe + For he wes SO completel:g' con=

hGgs
cerned with #he; political M that he neglected cultural and

U M TV cAn K04r) Cha e
artistic matters, | he reported, with[&n—ﬂmudaaia,

Ww&h& 1nsign1ficant details of current political
ad | ' He 4 : ,




tvely-determined by Greece and Rome, -"the -two—
gre\é‘t{es things of the past."” Besides he exclai_m_e_d.,w—i:th"fialt rather

conceitedd pathos acteriqtic for—u certein sterile "modernism":

"What 1s literature compared with the sccomplishments of polities and

aserets/ B T

events of literary life immlews¥ow - such as themanquet ol as
j)ihmq to Charles Dickens by the New York press,on April 18, 1868,at

Delmonico's, Clemenceau's nsme did not appear l.'un the list: of Zme perti=

cipants,slthough his great friend,Horace Greeley, t
Yo stmashea.

and tosstmuster upon thet oeccaesion.

Aa%olitical observer ,however,the young doctor was of penetrating
-SGe LG + ) :‘4»::.-&. m
1ntelliaenceimwittﬁ' - His criticism of #merican

life was not devoid of qympathv and genﬁm respect m.d?prophecies con=
b s e

despite

cerning the smeniesan mtup{:er were

dause. o Ve _Tou Conframting
his realistic knowled zef—«.al} dangerq and difficult 8 rt‘h‘I country -
fLuL%rs o 3 et B e # a0
O'Lm . (A AV a0l e " T . a8 e 25
F A,

Fof
He 4$myformed his readers of

the slarming size of the Federal Debt,which smounted,in 1866,to the
fabulous sum of more than two-and-s-half billion. He discussed, frankly
and pr¥tda. esrnes : 2 ' the various problems of American policy,
both foreign and domestic;_ the crisis ﬂ trade and induatri{ﬁg;i;t the
Benzie war boom; the el umm&-l—m of the

Southern States after their defeat; the outrages of the Ku-Klux Klan,

the violent protests against what AHe Southeners called the "Crime




\
\

=20=

N

4

2£ of Reconstructiomy" - including "the unbeerable mm burden of negro
2 ‘*% rule supported by the baycnets of the North."
i“g’{a He also analysed : the events and tensions complicating
%w k..aim i, die ot wsT1
Lg = Americe's relations with foreign countriesy - pdaénﬂn-ﬂ—m
> Hf <of the Irish nrobleWhe M propaganda of the Fenlen Socletyg,
‘:v% as o hema e Yo FngHo - TJL%CM

menscing.the friendship.between-t United 8;.{&4?08 m-gm/ﬁe

swhbsertbers oT Lo Temps: -=Mmd.»thrmga*$he&mmmme§ﬁaﬁ—”
dent—-that.."at, Jdeast a tl thir-d of the Jlrish« pww '

is in this ‘country = -among-them exeellent" '-mm;?la'aﬂat'!"‘ﬁ’f‘*tﬁ‘é THde="
pendence/Party, patriote,that '1's To" say,exiley. 'f Evenmpr e/ kponly e

2 f_,'h.a); e

CLU—-\‘-** ‘f f.{s,. wouCean ' Sfa

{ e was esfocsalNy in Hha s T e —
! T’;gg;merned,howevw,mmwnmﬁﬂﬂﬂe
ot e

n{* 1o & Tha eninoys Sduahon
wiied Asackd s ¢

bm-ﬁo-aa/intervention of Nepoleon III in Jw

mmwmmwmwm&s

Ncoxamtean

|
|
!

MWM There was the affalr of the
Alsbosma Cleims - that M quarrel between the United States and
TeA
Britain pdcwuse df some werships bullt for the Con.ﬁedqﬁy nd slipped
away from English ports,during the Civil War,to prey on the commerce

of the Union. The damage done by the Alabasma was conslderable -
The dos Bivdhon
directly s well as indirectly: Me—s:{.amngmerchant ships and
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Gy GVEA -i['-/(f — m
and cargoes onwbhe<high-seas,and - which was s#&%&-weggg torousi
phemest.anioniyn=te encouragement of the Confederate cause.

Charles Summer,chairman of the Senate Committee on Forelign Re=

4o s0des

I ks Iaf b

lations,demanded the British should pay §Eoo,oo$,poo .
Fhpuld pite-Gp Canada,Honduras and Guiana.ig , . “tement
"= untzﬁ?ggzompramise was foundy imr=ifid
There was the Purchase of Alaska,in 1867 - that tremendous
bargein between Czar Alexander II of Russia and the Government of
the United States: 577,390 square miles for)f 7,200,000 - jand
there were the astounding accomplishments and still more astoun=

ding intrigues of big Raillway Building,with bhe commuynication

between the Atlantic and the Pacific Coasts finally completed,

in May, 1869.

lémaératieu
king of the¢£*g political machinery,the ever-changing mocods and
tendencies ‘edesbise within the pesrties and factions,the increasing
unpopularity of the President,Andrew Johnson. In his first dis=
patch from Washington,in 1865,Clemenceau noted: "Republicans and
Democrats vie with each other in expressing their friendship for
Mr.Johnson." Two years and some months afterwards,however, he
w o dofaked

hTgepeatod—éa:izzﬁia—&be&% "The President's Trial".

That rather sordid affair = the Imp#¥eachment of lir.Johnson

by the Senate of the United States - was,in the oyinion of Georges
[} C)mcm«ll’ ma#u JLJ' ujio & ﬂhg {’ Ly s ]T:), é

Clemencesaun,

thrilling fwe—emaiag 3pecteele, He enjoyed 11:%;;3'

c1uwb'ﬂ#\ Jﬁu¢¥ﬁ&$_'75 The o-do 67;-




leEscqndal.

The bleck cloud has finally broken. The President called upon
the lightning,and the lightnling came. Andrew Johnson,President of
the United States,has been imppeached,and the Senate is preparing
to pass judgement upon him.

S fa ‘f"é?‘“‘ Ai's I‘Tu-f!rﬂjm% ‘1’? géﬁlgzégﬁz‘nﬁ? -ai_ fe-atgrtiing

accownt. Most ingeniously,he built up and dramatized the "affair",

G_L&Hﬁé A _f‘mfi"h(‘ /

{
L

as o participant and witness of the great French affairs,Dreyfus

the grand polemic style which he later developed

and Panama.

o oeheally o cemnéd
What , - ,in Washington,was rather dreatfyf. In

March 1867,Congress had passed a law ecalled the Tenure of Office

Actlwhich forbade the President to remove officeras of the Govern=

ment without consent of the Senate. The main purpose of the new

law was to keep Mr.Stanton at the head of the War Depar tment; for

devot

he was a friend snd follower of the radical leaders of

e ook fauy Mo :
Congress. Mr.Johnson,nowevegfﬁiﬁiﬂioﬁiégghf;ﬁaéﬁzﬁé2isiigiéﬁgt

Pemoved-the-Secretany-of-Warythus—violating.the. Tenure of Offiee..

"get t& work to take the bull by the horns," be
G L e

: b B g
[or stirfigg emoﬁigﬂgmggﬂhiaﬁeﬁﬁﬁffr1ot Andrew Jackson,of daunt=

S
* _Jd:-___l.w--"'

leas  menory.
%
The House impeached the President,on February 24,1868,and in

(X,
the followlng monthiSen&te assembled under the presidency of Chief
Justice Chase to try the sensational case. Clemenceau observeds

Mr.Johnson, 1ike Medea,stands absolutely alone. He is his own
sole remaining friend. Unhappily,he does not suffice.

The
YetLSentte failled,by one vote nesaassey. of the two-thirds

necessery to convict the President. The radlical Republicans were

pether disappointed,and so was the correspondent from Paris.
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¥r.Johnson finished out his term,constantly antagonized snd heckled
by Congress,openly despised by the Republican leaders.

Clemenceau, oo his passion for Justice,failed to regognize that
a condemnation of the President would have been 1L1nf‘s:vui.z"I or the 4ct
mégt‘inwented and passed mainly to set a trap for Johnsong +the-hoestlle
Congressmen=ennningly.tried to catch him-en"high-erime—of-mlsde=..
mesnorss™ Clemenceau's judgement in this entire matter was obviously

a9,

influenced,if not determined,by bad emotionq or sympathy and hatred.
ﬂm,;n._' Wbty 2 78
He 4y disliked Johnson,and was G-Lgﬂ.we
the radical Republicans.
He believed in General Grant,whom he had met and admired at the
Army Headquarters, long before the 1868 elections. Gne—ef-Clemenceeauls
!

adl & Lo bod wado o
first —America, nis arrival.’in 1865 , d=@ Dewna.,

hasty trip to the South., He found the ecity of Eichmond in ruins esnd
General Grant in great form, Fifty-two years m auring.-the
Sckamity  addrass; AHueni el gr S m‘ml usak

fo tcal HaFw oI ¢

: oops in Frences

I have for long admired American institutions,and kmow them well.
I wes in your country during the last days of the Civil War,and was
in Richmond five minutes before General Grant captured the town.

The first great speech in Congress g which he reportedfﬂhis
newspaper,was that of Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania,on December

AL rng fardas

18, 1865. The ﬁ}-ﬁ&t Chalrman of the Committee on Appropriastions
was known as an ardent foe of the South and sctive leader of the
radical Republicans,who had decided to punish the "rebels" severely.
It was the same Thaddeus Stevens whom President Johnson had attacked,
in & coarse speech from the baslcony of the White House on Washing=
ton's birthday,1866. Stevens,Summer and Philipps were not only trying
- according to the & Mr.Johnson - to rob the President of his legal




Oh
Léa

powers,but were also encouraging those who planned W®me assassina=

tion.

Clemencesu, no«ever was emphatically

@S Clahh
'£Mﬁflﬂ€§£2;Zhﬁb%BbuEhELiit&%ﬁg&ﬁ&n&ﬂdwtﬂm-the great French tradition

of the "rights of man." He watched the Presidentlal Campalgn of
1868,not merely as a keenly interested observer,but alsoc as &

paqqionate paruisan. He wanted General Grent to win,

ohhoars Hal™
Ye— F&“gaéésing stories dealing with the Cumpaign,br-"
_haverlaloss
Erxais he mana‘Eﬁ]to remain ~same~tbimeype- detached witness of
T%LIC&f balle —
ag—clamort ~goinge=on - aloof,witty,mallcious,.

The #mericen carnival takes plsce every four years,and lasts

sbout two months. The pretext for the general universal dissoluteness
of mind is the presidential election.

T a
He described the geudy/meetingsin Union Square,wlith platforms

and stands decorated with Japenese lanterns. He watched,with &
Suhdgu,

Bﬁﬂpﬂ%ﬂ@.amaznment,a mass meeting in Tammany Hall,with 8ooo people
present: "When the speaker appeared on the platform he was wel=

comed with such cheers as only Irish throsts csn produce and which

I cen compare only to the roars of wild animals..."

The Frenchman wes bhamiliiered

ke
QKLéLMyWT’ :

rudeness of American political manners. But

when Grant had won,he eried out, jubilantly:

The Republican victory is dazzling and decisive. It provides
a sure guarantee that reaction will not rule,and that the blacks
will not be left to the mercy of their fcrmer masters. Of her
slaves &merica means to make and willdnaaq citizens and free men.

Lt Tamgn 0 ¢,

His conclus ve article commenting upon tggtzﬂiﬁfgnL, ndment,
o B AP af tie)
was.ﬂ@roadg written in Paris,after his return from the United

States, He heartily approved of that new ¢ completion of fmerican

Democracy,guaranteeing that "The rights of citizens of the United
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States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States,

or by any State,on account of race,color,or previous condition of

Egrvitude.

He had come to America as a bachelor - and ¢em52b&cﬁrtD«Pup&9:aa

nIrried n.
( He bad ame

) Miss Mary Plummer

&3 Pnench spstan at ﬁ?e auherine Aiken School for Girls in
g T /

Stemford,Connecticut,

hhea ad ij#; Ls

atu f’ﬂf

# Godrges's. .3ha§_aun abhroad
4 - il
correspondent - proved-his-pedegogical- ntwag-wedld. - though his
1 N BV e
Gallic charm snd &gter appearance turned out to be somewhat

dangerous for the emotional equilibrium of his female students.
At the Commencement of 1868,Jugezdd, "Dr.Clemencesu's grateful

pupils" presented him with a fine copy of Washington Irving's

Sketch Book., In the collective dedication "To our admired Teacher

y; LI thav )
..." appearsjthe name of the orphen daughter of General Plummer,

of Springfield.

She was of good old New England stock,and well guarded by &
1ittle army of trustees,sunts and uncles, Her sudden 1ldea of get=
ting merried to en unknown alien - & piraticel young man of dublous

convictions and eccentric manners - wes regarded by the Plummer
seand afovs
tribe as a Snpekipg whim, She was madly in love with her fascina=
Aashky admdi<s
ting French teacher - that young tiger :

sdémdbbed ns g guardian of the innocent sheep4.

(| b« Tor. Yo Aeason.
The young lady i She confronted
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her family with a fait accompli:"I am his fiesncéel”

) 3
The situation grew still more precarious #ﬁlemenceau blunt=

ly refused to sttend any religiou«; ceremonies: he was a "free-

A

thinker" ,and?kfaitnf‘l-.tllv sedcken Lo the axioms%once formilated in
his enti~-clerical manifesto: 'Do as you think! Séssssly Oppose
sternly the presence of a priest at birth,merriage,or death!’
There was no representative of the Churc ;\:rﬁi (eow: 1iss
Mary Plummer became the bride of Monsieur Georges Clemenceau,on
June 25,1869,in the City Hall of New York,
He returned to France,where he had been once in the meantime,

for a few months,to present the Plummer clan to the Clemenceau

femily. This time hwfver,he came home for good,and at andidistbpipet
st

moment of crucialAsigniricance. It was the yvear g# 1870 = fatal

to the Second Empire,to Napoleon II1I,to France,to Clemenceau.

It was the tregic hour of Sedan,of Le DébsScle. Georges left his

young #&merican wife 1in Brittany,snd hastened to Paris,

His o0ld enemy was defeated: the glib and inscrutable despot

Damosti
with the fefimed menners and the callous soul had lost his shrewd,

edventurous game. Up went the star of the radical republican,

sCavan
the imnbbowdadbe flghter for Liberty and Justice,the sober and
Hooing woth

inflexible patrlot., Here he was, faith in him=

self and in the genius of France; eager for sction,struggle and

){&-”;Qh_ thWw&:{k
FRIY

powergy - the future Mayor of Montmartre, future gempupawtt of
-] officesm politiecal function} the future ruler of his

ecountry's destiny,in the hour of ultimate trial. Here he was,the
Mmaaalor
coming preat—men of la Grande Nation - pusing witlk energies,
Cl'p".
offering to k#& conquered nation his lucid intelligence,his

will-power,his ambition,his wit,his cruelty,his faelth,hls artliculate
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‘Jtntdﬂi‘“t:
inspiration,his lust for revenge.

| /Wmmﬁwv?“ﬁ-mmmi p—— —&M-WQ?iﬂc
youth, with his fine dark eyebrows and moustache - not yet the ©ld Tiger
and Tyrent, much—fearad and much~admired,whose form%&gglé reatures we
recognize, noé‘without shuddering,on the matchlpﬁﬁlhuat by Rodin,and eslso
in these praisiﬂg words thst another ﬁpﬁﬁﬁrold man,wjnqton Churchill of
England,wrote in B mage of hi%ﬁgaﬂhstrioua French colleague: "A 1life of
storm, from the begl ing_ﬁﬂfiae end; fighting,fighting all the way;never

a pause,never a trqa&' ever a rest... Beating down opponents with his

mace Glemencaaﬁ long strpde,reckless,aggressive,triumphant... Happy

the qg}&ﬁh which when its\fate quivers in the balance,can find such a

scholar and orator

en it ol callapso - y
ntoatna;gd; apsowahd-dissodutdon. The task of
fr‘.f. =
alpatriot was not to lament but to act,or to prepare bee action. The

humiliestion had to be aven fed, the natiorlmqt be :;e_rﬁjnatructed.
qd' d{a.u 7. cadrak

he—lemddnpg—thoughy of Clemenceau's

Reconstruction - & g g

letters from America., Hdseax What he had watched and experienced in the
United States#had prepared him in many respects for the duties end dengers
of his own career - his career for France, He had lesrgned a great dea%r

e aud waydlesiug = Iua.s’ ‘& .-.J‘LJ }shm—&J o Jo c{ ag ,
during those filve eventfu%ﬂf@arﬁ)a” o2 ) : I

'Reconstruction...,! he ay are recantructin
»

we Yo 7
efficiently[and brevely. Why shouldn't z!abe}ablbfthfﬂsrthe demerthingd

La France est morte: Vive la France.'

X




gey end fsirly influential, egpecially in matters

teate and eulture. There atill exlsted =80

thing like & French Quarter,in the vicinity of Liberty Street

apcund Weshington Squere,with French thestres,resteurents,and
no<c-al Tem f‘wﬂ

storea, A new@cmer from Peris found “lﬁﬂtv“T"F;i—ha \ere
understood his language,end there even was a French paper,tae

Courrier des -tFPQ-uuiﬂ.

he young doctor,however,who landed 1in New York from the
gtna of the Imman Line,in the sutumn of 1865,hardly liked the

seriodical; for he thought the Courrier too closely connected

Napoleon III ,"the Tyrant of the Tuileries.” The young man was

to the Emperor,ss he was to many otler thing
(2
auch as the Cathollc Church,Germsn romanticlamgrrench Royalls

bitterly opposed

people

ta,

and 81l kinde of resctionary, reabbserterd or mystic ldeas. be
lieved in Freedom,Resson,and Justlce; 1in Oreek ) ilosophy,Roman

'G n‘d-‘ fr
strputegy,latin : in the dignity of man as a result of

cessant intellectual endeavour and of the French Revol

= et =4

vitality,end an absolute absence of

dts ;-r_fa.ﬁ(-. Yebo Lawv mrl; AMON T OO W, A Y
[ perkling causeur,an elegant horsemen,send a fairly good fence

7e soon became a popular filgure in the journsllistic and artis

- - = i ~ 5 . - 8 L
circles of New York City. His name was mugene Franklin Georgs

-t

le hed just completed his medicel studles in Paris,when he

ti
. ¢ﬂ A A
wos glfted with e sardonic witticism,a great deal of &

sense of humour, Iie was ¥

I'a

tic

a8
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suddenly got the idea of trevelllng to ingland and the United States
e dqfinit@l:r%?ninst the will of his father, Yet old Monaleur
GClemenceau shonld have hed more understanding for his son's wayward
and rebellious chearacter; for it was from his father that Georges had
fnherited the reckless and stubborn feutures, Benjamin Clemenceau was
also a doctor,and besides a philosophical Jacobin of the ancient, In=
aboi i mateny

flexible pattern, He was known among his friends for'ﬁeﬁéﬂ%éng only
one thing meore than Louis-Philippe,and that was Napoleon III. He had
the honorsble reputstion of spending more time In eursing both Bourbons
and Bonapartes then in euring petients, Hls son,then,wes educeted in
the strict spirit of a certain 1idesllstic materislism” - which em=
broces both a2 grim scepticism and a militent belief Iin Democracy as
the ultimete mission of men, No wonder that the first politiecal ecti=
vity of the young scholar in Paris was the composition of = viclent
manifesto,bristling with sttacks against the clergy end inviting a

group of friends to "bind themselves to oppose the presence of & priest

et birth,merrisge,or desth," They solemnly estsbllshed a 'Do-ss-you-

think essoclatlon',with 'Scilence as its law,and Justice as its aim,’

Oh,those wonderful,farsway days of the guartier latlinl - oh,

that great,rousing perlod of the French epiritl The young artists,
g«fbuh
s lrepdy anticipeting the coming of Impressionism - that /mepmées
Adrgn taoans
rteenb-qu#bﬂrnt-eﬂ-noionafcﬁipisnt invasion of glowing 1life into art =
et11l flocked respectfully sround the mssters,Courbet and Corot. Clemen=

cesn made friends with Emile Zola end the brothers Gonecourt, A group

of inspired youngsters lsunched a progressive newspaper, le Trevall;

they hed to camouflsage thelr refractory ideas because of the rigid

control wislded by the Emperor's political censorshbpe. Z0la wag the
bt Jtnl
poet,Clemencesu = the literary and drameatic eritic of :
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uii.it Sometimes they grew tired of being csreful and diplomatic. Clemenceau
S
A

challenged the Imperiesl dictstor: "They can silence us,but they can=

w
il

not meke us liel” He had to go to prison - only for seventy-three

_ HEZE. el bskone o kayend-an
abcmlﬁ?b}eipo@m in twelve cantos by M.de Jumonville,a yoangﬁﬁx‘ﬁﬁﬂ
-

£ b

o

officer,who wes EMQad on the benks of the Ohlo, fighs®¥E with the
ki

militia of Georsge ﬂaégzﬁthQ: Clemencesany

pocléon le Petit",to whom he owe

losthed M.de Junghvi

v

led the jail,end "Na=

8 neasty humiliatlon,snd he also

rot g WD P

108e ballad ™as so unbearably dull, He ad=

mitted lat 1l heve never sinee been ab

to get rid of an in=

071 My re

His stay in Englend wss short,with e visit to John Stuert Mill

as its climax, Clemencesu was

plenning to trenslate iill's work on
fuguste Comte into French, He also scctal conditions in

prom

‘larmy WAV Yy

27

Britelin,eand was struck by the contrast between upper-class wealth

r
and the souelid ék;;z;'of the poor.

He errlved 1n fmerica,full of e passionate curiosity,henkering

e ———— T T T

for knowledge end sctivity, At thet tlme - while even France,home=

@
land of the Revolution,was oppressed by 'El cunning despot = alsrmed

[Democrats,all over the world,turned to the United States ~ watching,

~ 0y c'-?. v‘ »N

hopefully and snxlously,the eftermath of the Civlil War,the delicate
Arita
and process of Reconstruction, Lincoln's
a

shocked and startled\ feithful sdherents

gssassinstion had

of progress. The guestion

prevalled,everywhere: W1ll the Union be able to rehablilitate itself

without heving recouﬁ;i to some kind of dictator? {
avand T lACT &
Clemenceau was &uppa;;& to discuss and snswer thia‘a§utoiua

question for the reesders of the Paris newspaper ILe Temps - besweleowel
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men in all his weakness end misery,that conscientious plty that

: g"J z
= :_l-'l--'I ..;;.nm tO

makes the great physiclane

rlleniato- =i Oor men,out to improve nis woral stenderds

' & mag oh-touat A
«—a¥en thooush-ablill-wworessn@fspNIETTTsscrasanliyy a8 cold

passion for Justice - the dry ecstesy of a rationalistic preacher.

His polgnant eloquence and moral determination rather predestined

him for the career of a lswyer, But his pugnaclious temper and

dynamic ambition made him a politician.
ﬁmmﬂ,mmmw&m

loved pelitiecs. He not only belleved in the parlamentary system,

but sctuelly needed - like the alr to breathe - that anlmated,

sordid atmosphere of secret intrigues and clamocrous scandals,of

t-/s“
violent debates and permanent m - ullw
A L )
mﬂmm%hcﬂe " » and cynlcel efforts for the
sake of one's own career,one's party,the fatherlend,and general
humen progresss He was firmly convinced of the educational func=
ion of Democracye. He believed that any political problem should
be discussed in public until the ewe correct solution was found.
ﬁ(d‘-‘mt‘

He believed in correct solutions of involved affeirss He “F

"A question 1s nover settled until it is settled right."

— T — — —— S,

The men who was to beccme one of the greet leaders of the

French nation,was & falrly dpoo\.. ,,curnh list and reliable correspon=

A be g foventn. -

For ne was 80 completely con=

dent, though & rether

cerned with the politicel goings-on that he neglected, cultural and
?-atuiom
artistic metters, Whlle he raport.eu,withﬁm—ézn‘—_'ﬂw con=

scientiousness,even the insignificant deteils of current political

events,he scarcely ever mentioned the manifold endeavours and

sccomplishments of the young Americen culture.frm—um—empumy




L

sowan-enelesivelydelernloed. by vreese and -Howej AT THO

graqte things of the past, Besides he n"clwﬂi‘l "that rather
% e
4 J— - 2 s v :
651051$9J pe ; "narrc torietiC for a certeln sterile "modernism":

"What "lllLEFﬂt"re ared with the sccomplishments of politics and

— g B .—/
m,_,jwmm

B e AL RO DU SN TO~ AT I '.~"'3BEE "SENATor was going
. vt the e O

toadaddyen-tiota-ol-laassignificant=apedalyynecd lessly, missed
opaltnt’
events of literary life reW¥OoP™X -~ such as Lhe ht-l.euu. banquet of=

fered to Charles Dickens by the New York press,on April 138, 1568,at
Delmonico's, Clemenceau'as neme dld not appear on the list of the parti=
cipents,although his great friend,lorsce Greeley,ected as the president
end tosstmaster upon that occasiocne

s?’./-c-lltical cbserver however,the young doctor was of penetrating

-—
intelll ancopi :1lant,witty,clairvoyent, lils criticism of /merican
1ife =as not devoid of sympathy and genulne ra:nnect,mﬁw propliecles con=
cerning the imerican future were full of confildence and optimism,despilte
his realistic imowledge of sll dangers and difficulties this country
hed then to meet. As he honestly liked the Unlted States,he wes worried
but not unduely upset esbout the serious troubles menscing,at that
perticulsr time,her peaceful developuente le informed his readers of
the elaruing size of the Federal Debt,which smounted,in 1366,to the
fabulous sum of more then two-snd-a-nalf billlon. He discussed,frankly
and with eernest consideration,the verious problems of /mericen policy,
o.l‘hf‘\ﬂ-

both foreign and domestie; the crlsis of trade and 1n;iuatrf&ihf'?%
hectlc war boom; the continued sullen and resentful attitude of the
Southern States after their defeat; the outrages of the Ku-Klux Klan,

the violent protests against what the Southeners called the "Crime




of Reccnstructiony" =« including "the unbesrable wm burden of negro
rule supperted by the bayonets of the North,"

ile slso enalysed anéd described the eventas and tensions compllicating
Americe's relstions with forelgn countriesy - .oing into W detalls

of the Irish problem,the nolsy propagands of the Fenian Society,

menecing the friendship between the Unlted States snd England.

ia_do thls country - emong-themsexeellent-minyloncors or-tHe Ifide- o
pendence=Party;petnlots, thet T8 €6 SaY, o011

was concerned,however,with the ominous affeirs of MKexlco and the

dathe
. intervention of Nepoleon III in thet cmmtry._w

Jead A s b "
. vhile Clemenceau was staying in the United States, It was

in 1867 that Ceneral Grant sent Generel Sheridan with an sruy to

."‘w-tuf,on\
the lexicen border, Napoleon withdrew his troops from e Mexico,
Arobipa W
thus (cellously %r;pificlng the unfortunat‘?hro-hdrm,wno courte-nar=

tialad and|shot by the Mexicans,

Nany things occured during the five years-stay of Ceorges Cle=
menceanu in the New World: there was an abundence of events for e a@m
ambltious correspondent to write sbout. There was the sffalr of the

lrboma Cleims - that grave quarrel between the United States and
Aritein becsuse of some werships built for the Eomfed%?cy&md alipped
nway from English ports,during the Civil War,to prey on the commerce
of the Union, The damage done by the Alabama was considerable =

direetly #s well as indirectly: by destroying merchant ships and




and cargoes on the high sees,end - which was stlll worse - throug
the most unfortunste encouragement of the Confederate cause,
Cherles Sumer,chalrmen of the Senate Committee on Forelgn Re=
lations,demanded the British should psy‘iEoc,owo,cco,nnd,;orucver,
should give up Canada,Hondurss and Gulane, I was quite an excitement
- until s compromise was found,in 1871,

There was the Purchese of Alaska,in 1867 - that tremendous
bargain between Czar fAlexander II of Russia and the Government of
the United States: 577,39 square miles for J7,200,0c00 = ;end
there were the astounding accomplishments and still more astoun=
ding intrigues of big Rallway Building,with the commmynication
between the Atlantie and the Facific Coamsts finally completed,

in May, 1869,

—

Clnﬂ nceau was ardently interested in bgoth manifestetions of
k_ﬂg_( ol %wf’) o~ ¢y “Jcon I-p.. ;

Democratic 1if L Te wetched eagerly the smooth or refrsctory wors=
king of tL?igﬁa pcliticel mechinery,the ever-changling moods and
tendencies jefmkke within the perties and factions,the increasing
unpopularity of the President,indrew Johnson, In his first dis=
patch from Washington,in 1865,Clemenceau noted: "Republicans end
Democerats vie with each cther in expressing thelr friendship for
Mr.Johnson," Two years end some months afterwards,however,he
reported in deteil ubout "The President's Trisl.

That rether sordid effeir - the Impreachment of lir.Jolmnson
by the Senate of the United States = was,in the opinion of Georges
Clemencesu,not only & matter of crucial megnitude,but alsc =
Mo _

thrilling wt=wmoedng spectacle, He enjoyed 1t thoroughly,

groedily snuffling the sharp snd stimulating fregrence of 2




1= Iscenda l,

‘ne bleck cloud has finally broken. The President called upon
the lishtning,end the lishtning cesme. Andrew Johnson,President of
the United Stetes,has been impresched,and the Senate 1s prepuring
to pass judgement upon him,

Thus the gifted correspondent of Le Temps begins his startling
account, HMost ingeniously,he bullt up and dramatized the *affair",
alrendy somewhet in the grand polemic atyle which he luter developed
as o participant and witness of the great French affalrs,Dreyfus
andad renama,

‘A ﬁ“f-mﬂr pffdﬂ.ﬂt;{'
het Mefa—ie r—itey ,in Washington,was rather drea®y. In

¥arch 1R67,Congress had pessed a law called the Tenure of Office

fet,which forbade the President to remove offlcers of the Govern=

mont without consent of the Senate, The main purpose of the new

law was to keep ¥r.Stanton at the head of the Wer Department;for
ot+

he wans a fFribief friend and follower of the redicel lesaders of

Congress. Mr.Johnson,however - without consulting his cebinet -

removed the Secretary of War,thus viclating the Tenure of Offlce
L]

as greedy

, ?Eggggnnnﬂﬁﬂﬁfﬁm%ahpptviot Andrew Jackson,of daunt=

e T

=

P

The liouse impeached the President,on February 24,1868,end Iin
the following month Senste sssembled under the presildency of Chief
Justice Chese to try the sensationel case. Clemencean observed:

¥r.Johnason, like Medea,rtunds sbsolutely alone, iie 1s his own
sole remeining friend. Unhepplly,he dces not suffice,

Yot Sengte falled,by one vote wesmmmssw of the two-thlrds
necansery to convict the President. The rsdlieal Hepublicans were

hewthen dissppointed,and so was the correspondent from Parls,




- T . 3 Pal e % A 1 — . . - = & T e — F ;
r.Joimaon finished out his term,constantly snisgonised an neckled

.

by Congress,openly desplsed by the Republicen leaders.
fo-t a«@/ :
Clemonceau, 1is passion for Juetice,friled to regognlze tha

s condemnation of the Fresident would have been unfair., ifor the Jcit

was invented and pessed mainly to set s trap for Johinson: the hostile

"

Congressmen cunningly tried to cateh him on high crime of mlisde=

mesnors." Clemenceau's judgement in this entire matter was obviously
a9

influsnced,if not determined,by bk omotlons of sympathy end hetred.

He utterly disliked Johnson,snd was e thorough=going follower of

the randical Republicans.

e believed in Genersl Grent,whom he had met and admired at the

Army Headouarters,long before the 1868 elections, Cne of Clemencesu's
J#mrt‘r

fipat sctivities in Americajupon nis arrival,in 1865,htd been a

hasty trip to the South, He found the city of Richmond in rulns end
Generel Grent in great form, Fifty-two yesrs afterwards,during the
fipat World Wer,he was to recall thet glorious impression a8 he
' L

solennly addressed the Americen troops in France:

I heve for long admired Americean institutions,and :mow them well.
1 wee in your country during the last days of the Civil vWar,and was
in Richmond five minutes before Goneral Grant captured the towne

Ihe first great speech in Congress on which he reported to his
nowspaper,wes that of Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania,on December

Aapng Tonoan

18,1365« The - Chairman of the Committee on fppropriatlons
tne known as an srdent foe of the South and active leader of the
padicel Republicens,who hed decided to punish the "rebels severely.
It was the same Thaddeus Stevens whom President Johnson nad attacied,
in & coarse speech from the belcony of the White llouse on Weshing=

ton's birthdey,1866. Stevens,Summer snd Philipps were not only trylng

- gecording to the J-Lr.Johnnon - to rob the President of his legal




= g
wng.but were also encouragine those who planned wey assasslna:
ticon.

C lemencepu, however,wes emphatically for those men,whose Tenets

and tactics he thought in accordence with the great French traditlor
of the "ri.hts of man.,” lie watched the Presidentlal Campelgn of
1868, nct merely as a keenly interested cbserver,but alsc as =a
pacssionete pertisen, He wanted Generel Grent to win,

Yot hls emusing stories dealing with the Campelgn,maike 1t clear

thet he meneged to remain,at the same time,a detached witness of

the clamorous,colourful goinges-on - aloof,witty,mallclous,

he /mericen carnival takes plsce every four years,and lastis
sbout two months. The pretext for the general universal dissolutene:
ind is the presidential election.,

e asw
He deseribed the geudy) meetingf§in Union Square,with pletforms

and stands decorated with Japenese lanterns, He watched,with =
emirking amazement,e mass meeting in Tammeny Hall,wlith 8000 people
present: "When the speaker appeared on the platform he wes rel=
comed with such cheeras ss only Irish throsts csn produce end which
I ean compare only to the rosrs of wild anlmals..."

The Frenchman was bewildered and even sllghtly shocked by a
certrnin enthusisstic rudeness of fmericen political manners, But
when Grant had won,he ecried out, jubllent ly:

The Hepublicen victory is dazzling and decislive, It provides
a sure guarentee thet resction will not rule,and thet the blacks
111 not be left to the mercy of their former masters. Of her

geleves fmerica peens to make,and will make,clitizens and free mel.

Cian Ly Tamgs of Moy %) 1990,

fMis conclusive srticle lcommenting upon thedFifteenth fmendment,
ALV 0 0 2

ine elready written in Paris,efter his return from the United

Stntens, He heartily spproved cof that new g completion of rfmerican

Democracy,usranteeing that "The rights of citlizens of the United
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inspiration,hls lust for revenge,

iﬁ}a hair. end lips uere yet soft: he still waQMhaﬂ'é}ﬂndﬂﬁhﬂiaatic

B ATS =
youth,with his fine dark eyebrows and moustache = not yet the olds Ti.ar
and Tyrent,Nuch=feared and much-admired,whose rormldablgaréatures we
recognize,not\without shuddering,on the matchlsgprbuat by Rodin,and also
in these preisilkg words thet enother grapd® old man,ﬁantan Churchill of
England,wrote 1n Womage of his 111uﬁtr;ous French collesgue: "A 1life of
storm, from the beginping tgvnﬂé end; fighting, fighting all the way;never
a pause,never a truceg ev;r e rest.., Beating down opponents with his
mnce,ﬂlemenceauciﬂﬁg sthode,reckless,aggressive, triumphanta... Heppy

J‘"'

the natlpﬂ vhich when its\fate quivers in the bulsnce,can find such a

The young s fromirnef-rraebend/ s cholar and orator
ytanbed
who returned from the United States,found a nstioﬁf

pfostratedjnear e state of total collapse and dissolution., The task of
_f-ru-t

Flpitriot was not to lesment but to act,or to prepare bmwe sotion, The
humilistion had to be avenged; the nation muat be reconstructed.

Reconstruction = thus had been the leading thought of Clemenceau's

letters from America., Wdmsea What he had watched and experienced in the
United States,hed prepared him in many respects for the dutles and dengers
of his own career = his career for France, He had lesrened e great deal,
during those five eventful years of wandering. He was going to use this
newly escquired knowledge.

'Reconstruction..e,' he felt., 'They are reconstructing,over there =
efficiently and bravely, Why shouldn't we be eble to do the same thing?

le Frence est morte: Vive la France.'

X
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.hie obstinacy and recklessnessc. Senjaemin Clemenceau, also a
docter, was a philosophicul Jaccbin of the old, inflexible order,
He was known emong his friends for loathing only one thing more
then Louls-Philippe, and thut was Napoleon I1I, He had the honore
able reputaticn of spending more time in cursing toth Bourbons
and Bonapartes than in curing patients., His son, consequently, was
brought up on the stern doctrines of " ideslistic matericlism” =
enbracing both & grim ccepticism and a militant belief in Democracy
as the ultimate mission of man, No wonder that the first political
activity of the youns scholar in Paris was the composition of a
violent manifeuto, bristling with attacks against the clergy and
inviting a group of friends to ™ bind themselves to oppose the
presence Of a priest at birth, marriage, or death.," They solemnly
e¢stablished a 'Do-ag-yousthink association', with 'Science as its
law, and Justice as its aim,"

Those were the distant, romantic days of the Latin Quarter,
when the French spirit was at its most flamboyant. The young
ertists, already anticipating the coming outburst of Impressionism
thet impetuous invasion of glowing life into art- still flocked
respectfully arcund the masters, Courbet and Corot, Clemenceau
made friends with Emile Zola and the brothers Goncourts i group of
inspired youngsters launched a progressive newspaper, Le Travail;
they had to camouflage their refractory ideas because of the rigid
contirocl wielded by the EZmperor's political censorship. Zola was
the poet, Clemenceau the literary and dpamatic critic of the
sheet, Sometimes they grew tired of caution and diplomacy, C le=
menceau challénged the Imperlal dictetor: " They e¢an silence us,

but they cannot meke us liel" He was sent to prison- only for
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seventy -three days, but they seemed like as many years, He left
France in order to aveid a repetition of thils annoying episode,

His stay in England was short, vith a visit to John Stuart
Eill as its climax. Clemencesu was planning to translate Mill's
work on Augucte Comte into French. HEe snlsc had & glimpse of soclal
conditions in Britain, end was struck by the contrast between
upper-class wealth and the squalid plight of the poor,

He arrived in America seething with curiosity, hankering for
knowledge and activity. ut that time - when even France, homeland
of Revolutiony lay under the heel ¢f a shrewd despot- alarmed
Democrate all over the world were turning hopeful and anxious eyes
to the United States - watching the aftermath of the Civil War,
the delicate and vital process of Reconstruction, Lincoln's
aésassination had profoundly shocked all faithful adherents of
progress. Lverywhere the question was beingz asked: Will the Union
be able to rehabilitate itselfl without having recourse to dictatore
ship?

Clemeanceau was commicsioned to discuss this erucial question
for the readers of the Paris newspaper Le Tempg~at that time an
organ of Democratic radicalism., Most of his articles appenred
anonymously ee his name was anathema to French censors. His fixed
salary was 150 francs a monthe which was a modest payment for his
services, but enabled him, together with the allowance he received
from his father, to live in relative comfort.

He 1iked New York, although he remarked that 1% wes weak in
idess and good coffee. Yet he enjoyed strolling throuzh the streets
of Menhattan, and he scon felt at home in his 1ittle flat on
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12th, Street, He had a reserved table at Pfaff's, on Broadway =
then a meeting ground of the litcrati.

Among his more intimate friends in New York were Williem E.
Mershall - an American artist whom he had met at Paris -, the
enterprising Bostonian Edward Howard House, them drematic eritic
of the New York Iribupe, and Horace Greeley, whom he later praised
a8 " the perfect type of a political Journalist, strug:ling ror
the enlightenment of the ma:.ses."

It is characteristic that he sought,almost exclusively, the
soclety of journalists and politiciens and showed 1ittle interest
in his " colleagues”, the pliysicisns, It is easy, in fact, to frorget
that he was « doetor, a profession cbvicusly unsulted to his real
gifts and tendencles. He did not posszess that patient love for man
in all his weakness and misery, that comseientious pity that nukes
the great physician, He was obsessed with a cold passlon for
Justice - the dry ecstasy of a rationalistie preacher. BHis elo=-
quence and moral determination would seem rather to have destined him
for the law, But his pugnacious temper and drive led him to politiecs.

He loved polities. He not only believed in the parlismentary
system, but actually needed, end could not exiet without, that lively
sordid atmosphere of scendal and intrigue, of violent debate snd pere
petual struggle- all those devious efforts in the cause of career,
party, fatherland, and general human progrese. He was firmly cone
vinced of the educational function of Democrecy. He bellieved that
any political problem should be discussed in public until the correct

solution was found, He believed in correct solutions of involved

affairs., He sald: " 4 question 1s never settled until it is settled
right.”
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The man who was to become one of the great leaders of the
French nation, was & fairly good journalist and reliable corres-
pondent, though rather limited in his interests. For he was so
completely comcerned with political happenings that he neglected
cultural and artistic metters. Though he reported, with meticulous
care, the most insignificant details of current political events,
he had slmost nothing to say of the fascinating coming-of-age of
American culture, He let pass unnoticed even the most festive
events of literary life- such as the banquet given to Charles
Dickens by the New York press, on April 18, 1668, at Delmonico's,
Clemenceau's neme did not appear in the list of participants, al=
though his great friend, Horace Greeley, presided as toastmaster,

As a political observer, however, the young doctor was of
penetrating intelligence,~ witty, far-seeing and very wide awake,
His coriticism of american life was not devoid of sympathy and recal
respect; his prophecies concerning the future of America were highly
optimistic, despite his realistic sence of the dengers and Aifrfie-
culties then confronting this country. These threats to peaceful
development were a source of genuine concern to him, He told his
readers of the alarming size of the Federsl Debt, which amounted,
in 1868, to the fabulous sum of more than two-and-a-half billion.
He discussed, frankly and earnestly, the various problem: of American
policy, both foreigzn and domesticj the ericsis in trade and industry
following the war boom; the continuing resentment of the Southern
States ufter thelr dereat; the outrages of the Ku-Klux Klan, the
viclent protests againet Wwhat Southeners culled the "Crime of

Reconstruction” ~ including " the unbearable burden of negro rule




supported by the bayonets of the North.,"

He also analyzed the events and tensions complicating imerica's
relations with foreign countries « dealing in detail with the Irish
prcblem and the propaganda of the Fenian Soclety as a menace to
Anglo-imorican friendshin. He wae especlielly concerned, however,
with the ruthless intervention of Napoleon III in Mexleo and the
cminous situat on of that country, which reached its climax in the
death of Maximilian during Clemenceau's stay in the United States.
in the five years of his visit there was an adbundance of material
for the young ccrrespondent,

There was the affair of the Alabsma Claims - that serious
quarrel between the United States and Uritain over sone warships
built for the Confederacy and slipped away from imglish ports, during
the Civil War, to prey on the commerce of the Union, The damage
done by the alabema was conslderavle - directly as well as indirectly:
in the destruction of merchant ships and cargoes, end - which was
graver still - in encouragement of the Conferate cause, Charles
Curmer, chalrman of the Senate Cormittee on Foreign Relations, de-
msnded that the British should pay { 2cc,cco,o000, besides giving up
Cenada, Honduras and Guiene, Feeling ran high, until in 1871 a
compromise was found,

There was the Purchuse of Alaske, in 1867 - that tremendous
bargain between Czar ilexander 1I of Russia and the Govermment of
the United States: 577,3%0 square miles for § 7,200,000 = § and
there were the astounding acccmplishments and still more astounding
intrigsues of big Railway Building, with communication Letween the
Atlantiec and the Pacific Coasts finally completed, in Nay 1869,
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Clemenceau was ardently interested im ell manifestations,
great or petty, of Demooratic life. Fagsrly he watched the smooth
or refractory working of the vast political machinery, the evere
changing moods and tendencies within the parties and factions, the
inereasing unpepularity of the Presldent, Andrew Johnson., In his
first dispatech from Washingston, in 1865, Cl.emenceau noted: "Repue
plicans and Democrats vie with each other in expressing their friende
ship for Mr, Johnsen," Two years and some months afterwurds, howe
ever, he gave a detailed report of " The President's Trial.”

That rather scordid affair - the Impeachment of Mr. Johnson
by the Senate of the United States - was, in the opinion of Georges
Clemenceau, a orucial matter but also a thoroughly exciting spece

tacle. He enjoyed it tremendously, avidly snuffing up the odor of

le grand scandal.

e ERRARIES: S Caslls drstes, T agiiet ptigf e
of the United States, has been impeached, and the Senate is pre=-
paring to pass Judgment upon him,

So he opens his startling account for Le Temps. Most ingen-
fously, he built up and dramatized the " affalr", already in some-
thing of the grand polemic style which he later developed as & pare
titipant and witness of the great French affairs, Dreyfus and
Panama,.

What had actually occurred in Washington, was rether dreary.
In Merch 1867, Congress had passed a law called the Tenure of
Office Act, which forbade the President &0 remove officers of the
Government without consent of the Senate, The main purpose of the
new law was to keep Mr, Stanton at the head of the War lepartment;

for he was a devoted friend and followerﬁ of the radieal leaders
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of Congress. ¥r. Johnson, however, removed the Secretary regurde
less of the aAct,

The House impeached the President, on February 24, 1868, and
in the following month, the Senate assembled under the presidency
of Chief Justice Chase to try the scnsational case., Clemencesu
observed:

Mr. Johnaon, like Medea, stands absolutely alone. He is his
own sole remaining friend. Unhappily, he does not suffice,

Yet the Senate falled, by one vote of the two-thirds necessary
to conviet the President. The radical Republicans were disap oine
ted, and so was the correspondent from Paris, Mr, Johnson finished
out his term, constantly entagonized and heckled by Comgress, openly
despiced by the Republican leaders.

Clemenceau, for all his passion for Justice, failed to recog-
nize that a condemnation of the President would have been unfair,
for the sct had been invented and passed mainly to set a trap for
Johnson, Clemencesu's judgment in this entire matter was obvious-
ly influenced, if not determined, by his emotions of sympathy
and hatred, He thoroughly disliked Johnson, and was wholely in
sympathy with the radical Fepublicans,

He believed in General @§rant, whom he had met and admired at
the Army Headquerters, longz before the 1868 electlons, Immediately
after his arrival in 1865 he had mede a hasty trlp to the Bouth,

He found the city of Riclmond in ruins and General Grant in great
form, Fiftyetwo years later, solemnly addressing the American
troops in Frence, he was to recall that visit:

I have for long sdmired American institutions, and know them
all. I was in your country during the last days of the Civil War,

end was in Richmond five nutes before General Grant captured the
town,
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The firet great speech in Congress which he reported for his
newspaper, wag that of Thaddeus Stevens of Penusylvania, on Deceme
ber 15, 18¢5. The impetuous Chairman of the Comittee on Appropria=
tions was known as an ardent foe of the South and active lesder of
the radical Republicans, who hed decided to punish the " rebels"
severely, It was the same Thaddeus Stevens whom President Johnson
had attacked, in a coarse speech from the balcony of the White House
on Washington's birthdey, 1866, Stevens, Summer and Philipps were
not only trylng - according to Mr, Johnson- %o rob the President of
bis legal powers, dbut were also encouraging those who plamned his
assassination,

Clemenceau, howuver, was emphatically on their side, and
thought of them as earrying on the great French traditiocn of the
" rights of man." He watched the Presidential Campaign of 1868,
not merely as a keenly interested observer, but also as a passiocnate
artisan, He wanted General Grint to win,

Tet judsing by his amusing stories dealing with the Campaign,
it appeers that he managed nevertheless t¢ remain the detached wit-
ness of this colorful battle - aloof, witty, malicious,

The American carnival takes plece every four years, and lasts

about two months., The pretext for the general universal dissolute-
ness of mind is the presidential election,

He described the gaudy open alr meetings in Union Square, with

platforms und stands decorated with Japanese lanterns., Me watched,
with sardonic amazement, a mass meeting in Temmany Hall, with 8ooco
people present: "When the spesker eppezred on the platform he was
welcomed with such cheers as only Irish throets can produce and

whioh I can eompare only to the roers of wild animels,..”




The Frenchman was puzzled and a little put off by the exuber-
snt rudcness of american political manners. But when Grant had
won, he ctied out, jubilantly:

The Republican viectory is dazzling and declsive., It provides
a sure guarantee that reaction will not rule, and that the blacks
will not be left to the merey of their former masters, Of her
slaves America means to meke, ond will meke, clitizens and free men.

His conclusive article in Le Temps of May 7, 1870, commenting
upon the ratification of the Fifteenth amendment, was written in

Paris, after his return from the United States. He heartily spproved

of that new completion of Americaen Dimoeracy, guaranteeing that

He hed come to Americe as &« bachelor - and went home a married
nan.

He had met Mise Mary Plummer while teaching French at the
Batherine Alken School for Girls, in Stamford, Connecticut., His
father, angry at his prolonged stay abroad, had out off his allowe
ance, and Georges had been cbliged to accept this job., He proved
an excellent pedagogue = though his Gellic charm and intriguing
appearance turned out to be somewhat dungerous for the emotional
equilivrium of his femanle students.

At the Commencument of 1868, "Dr. Clemencesu's grateful
pupils” presented him with a fine copy of Washington Irving's
Sketeh Books In the collective dedication " To our admired Teacher
ess"appears, among otiers, the name of the orphen daughter of
General Plummer, of Springlfield,

She was of good old New England stock, and well guarded by a
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little army of trustees, aunts and uncles. Her sudden idea of
gettin: married to an unknown allen- a piratical young man of
dubious convictions and eccentric manners - was regarded by the
Plummer tribe as a scandalcus whim, She was madly in love with
her fascinating French teacher - that young tiger rashly admitted
as guardian of the innocent sheep.

The young lady refused to listen to reason. She confronted
her family with a fait accompli: "I em his fiancdel™

The situation grew still more precarious when Clemenceau
bluntly refused to attend any religious ceremonies: he was a
"free-thinker”, and faithfully held to the axioms once formulated
in his anti-clerical manifesto: 'Do as you think! Oppose sternly
the presence of a priest at birth, marriage, or deathl'

There was no represgentetive of the Church present when Miss
Mary Plummer became the bride of Monsieur Georges Clemenceau, on
June 25, 186¢, in the City Hall of New York.

He returned to Frence, vhere he had been once in the meantime,
for a few months, to present the Plugmer clan to the Clemenceau
farily. This time, however, he ceme home for good, and at a moment
of crucial historical significance., It was the year 187ce~ futal to
the Second Zmpire, to Napoleon 1II, to france, to Clemenceau. 1t
was the tragic hour of Sedan, of La Débacle. UGeorges left his
young american wife in Brittany, and hastened to Paris,

His o0ld enemy was defeated: the glib and inscmutable despot
with the smooth manners and the callous soul hed lost his shrewd,
adventurous game, Up went the star of the radical repudblican, the
stern fighter for Liberty and Justice, the sober and inflexibdle
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so Hore he was, burning with faith in himself and in the
genius of Francej eager for action, strugzle and power - the future
Kayor of lontmartre, future holder of innumerable offices «nd poe
litical functions; the future ruler of his country's destiny, in the
hour of ultimate trial., Here he was, the coming master of la
Grande Nation - offering to a conquered nation his lueid intellie-
gence, his will-power, his ambition, his wit, his ciuelty, his faith,
his articulate inspiraticn, his truculent lust for revenge.

The young scholar and orator who returned from the United
States, found a nation on the edge of collapse. The task of = true
patriot was not tc lament but to act, or to prepare action. The
humiliation had to be avenged; the nation must be reconstructed,

Reconstruction - this had been the central theme of Clemene
ceau'’s letters from america., What he had watched and experienced
in the United States had prepared him in many respects for the due
ties and dangere of his own career- his career for France, He had
learned a great deal during those five eventful und wendering years,
and was %o put his knowledge to good use,

'Reconstruction...,' he thought. 'Over there they are recone
gtructing- bravely and efficlently. ¥%hy shouldn't we too?

France est e: ¥ 1 ’







" The Timely Message of Kossuth.

4 MEST 7o @ : £ .
By Klaus Mann

When the Humboldt arrived in New York,on December 6, 1851,the
newspaper men had a busy day. For there were two distingulshed
rersonalities among the passengers - both conspicuously handsome,
both fugitives from minor European countries. One of them, Countess
landsfeld,elias Lola Montez,approached the other with the timild
remarks "I am an exile like yourself,Excellency..." But Lajos
Kossuth,the great flighter of Hungarlian independence,responded
coldly to these overtures, What nalveté and impudence on ILola's
part! = to construct a parallel between his tragic lot and her own
scandalous affair... He was no ordinary refugee,to begin with,but
an honoreliguest of the American nation. The ex-mlstress of the
Bavarisn King might stir up the vulger curiosity of the mobj he,
Kossuth,was to be the object of official respect. He was admltted
here = according to a Senstor's publlc and solemn announcement =

"gg the representative of the uprising liberties of Europe."

He had captivated the dmerican imagination,even before he

set foot on American soil., A wave of sympathy for the Hungariang




and their gallant leader had swept the country; there was general
admiration for the fight which that little nation was putting up
agaln.t the austrien yoke. imerican newspapers carried furious
articles ugeinst the tyrannous House of Habsburg, and when the
Austrian chargé d'afraires in Washington protected, Daniel Web-
ster, then Secretary of State, wrote him & defiant letter, empha=-
elzing " the right of the American people to sympathize with the
efforts of any nation to acquire liberty.” American publiec épin-
ion head been profoundly shocked by the ruthless attitude of the
Czar, who in 1848 had given military support to the House of
Hapsiurg, thus frustrating the herolc efforts of the proud
dagyars. Lajos Kossuth, former Minister of Finsnce in the Fungarian
sovernment, was at that time actual dietator of his country, with
the title of Governor. He was forred to flee, and the cnly refuge
which presented itself was a Turkish prison. His final liberation
was due to the activities of his influential British and American
friends.

His life story was on sale &t every street corner, and hune
dreds of thousunds of Americans were familiar with the detulls of
ils dreamatic career. People knew that he was « champion, not only
for national independence, but alsc for religious liberty. For
he ceme from a Protestant family of noble rank, and the Protestant

falth wae persecuted by Metternich's sgents.

He was tenacious, dashing, passionate = a martyr, e gronde-

selgneur, and an orator in the flamboyant style. His face with
-he well-kept beard and the wide, arched forehead had a virile
beauty - intelligent, sensual, bold., He cut an impressive frigure,

Leautifully dressed in a becoming Hungarian costume, the wide




Jacket lavishly trimmed, the hat sudorned with a huge, waving
feather. In short, he fitted to perfection his role as a here of
liverty and political romanticist,

Eis sojourn in Englend, precedingz his visit to the United
States, had been one long triumph, Of all the exiles then gathered
at the British cepital, he was undo btedly the most colorful.
There were liberal German poets such as Freiligrath, and leaders

of the Italisn risorgimento such as the great Mazzini; and there

was Karl Marx, pondering with Friedrich Encels his blueprint for
revolution, DBut Louis Kogsuth, just escaped from Austrian tyranny
end a Turkish jell, easily stole the show., He was cheered by bot!
working people and the aristoeracy - although labor knew that he
was no soclalist in the Trade Union sense, and the conservative
polliticians were quite aware of his republicaniem., His popularity
was tremendous., When he embarked at Scuthampton, with his wife
Therese «nd a group of friends, the Hayor and many officials

appeared to bid him farewell, Yet the grandiose welcome prepared

for him by the American people was the greatest climax of all,
How right he had been to sneer at poor Lola Montez, that ame
bitious adventuress in decline! Her little fame was the merest
echo compared to his. Unly Lafayette had been a corded such OVere
whelming ovations, The streets he pa:sed throush were lavishly

decorated with the Hungarian tricolor, entwined with the Stars and

Stripes; the general enthusiasm was indeseribeable., Thomas Nichols,

in his instructive book Forty Yeurs o r Life, menticns
Kossuth's gaudy arrivel among "Excitements and Sensations", together

with the last vieit of Henry Clay to New York, the solemn reception




of the rirst Japanese Ambassadors, and " that great and wonderful
reception of His Royal Highnes: the Prince of Wales," eldest son
of wueen Victoria,

"The welcome of Kossuth was as enthusiastic as any revolu=
ticnary could desire. New York turned out its million of epecta=
tors, and its twenty regiments or so of citigen soldiery, to
honor the illustrious Magyer. He had s triumphal progress, with
brilliant processionsg, eloquent gpeeches, grand banquets., We had
an immense dinner at the astor House, with abundence of mutual
rlorificati ONess"

The romantie¢ hero entered the banquet hall at the side of
Kayor Kingsland. Among the distinguished citizens there to greet
him were the Governor of Connecticut and Genersl Watson Webb, The
Reverend Bethune said grace; cordial messages from Henry Clay and

Daniel Webster were read sloud, The tables were charmingly deco=

rsted with little statues in sugar, shovwing Kossuth's entry under

& triumphal arch, or the Statue of Liberty., There was an abundance
of toasts and oratory, Kossuth's own speceh being the high point.

He opened with a coy apology for his poor English: " I have learned
it in my prison cell in Buds, but never hed en opportunity of .peae
king." The audience, of course, was charmed by his modesty-parti-
cularly as his flow of speech was not in the least hampered by his
foreign sccent: on the contrary, the slight Hungarian twist geve

& delightful ssvour to his impetuous eéloquence,

He spoke for hours, for days, weeks, and months - almost
without interruption. He epoke in rooklyn end Philadelphia, in
Sel timore, Boston, Pittsburgh, Cincinati. He spoke in every city
of any size. He spoke from pulp'ts, platforms, theutre stages;
at dinner tables, in club rooms, churches universities. He
haransued military groups, religious orpanizations, mass meetings ,

and the Congress of the United States, He toured the entire coune
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try. He apoeured in New Orleans, Charleston, Richpend, and
Washington, He spoke on despotium, .rade, balance of power, pre-
sent dey democracy. He always spoke about Hungary. He became a
mechine for words - sweet and flattering words, demanding, threa-
tening, thundering omes. He used with experienced mastery the
grand vocabulary of the romantic revolutionary, the suffering pa-
triot, the noble viotim of reactionary powers. He thrilled ine
numerable audiences with the rhepsodic style of 1848, spiced with
a touch of Hungarian paprica - intensified by the savage rhythm of
& Maygar rhapsody. He repeated, indefatigable, the gloomy eple

of his country's strugigle and martyrdom: how it had risen egainst
its tyraents and virtually achieved independence - untdl a third
power, Russia, interposed with an overwhelming military force, and,
after shooting and gibbeting thousands of its best citizens, re=-
»laced the chains of the Eungarian people and consigned them to a
5till more terrible bondage. The inspired narrator was also very
good at adding a few detalls concerning his own tragle fate. He
brought home to his hearers the bitterness of exile, especially
for an erdent patriot of his stamp.

"Before 1 stepped across the frontier I lay down on the soil
of my native land; 1 pressed upon it a sobbing kiss of filial love:-
I took & handful of earth; one step, and I was like the hull of a
wrecked ship..."

There were many moist eyes in the audience,

Kossuth was a tremendous success.

Benguets and torehlight processions; speeches, receptions,
meetings, parties, all sorts of cerenonies and restivities: at
every rallway station, people gathered to cheer himj it was a

continual triumph - and o« continual strain, Sometimes he thought




that he could not bear it mlich longer; especially during the first
weeks of the journcy he was often on tle point of collapse. In
Philadelphia, on Christmas lve, he had to be carried to bed, with

fever and all the symptoms of & nervous breakdown, Neverthless

he menaged to attend a reception siven in his honor, at Indepene

dence Hall, the next morning. Mayor Gilpin in his introductory
speech prulsed the Hungarian guest as one of the greatest living
mens The Commander of the Pennsylvania militia, Colonel Page, pre-
sented him with a gold Maltese cross and a handsome medallion

with George Washington's portralt framed in pearlse On the back

the following words were engraved: To Louis fosguth, the Patriot
i - from an smerican Volunteer,

There 1s difficulty to him who wills, Kossuth was moved, gave a

speech = snd promptly came down with a new attack of fever,
Upposite the hotel r-om where he lay 111, a glgantiec poster
was set up, showing the Goddess of Liberty, proudly erect, with
her heel upon the prostrate Hubsburg's neck. Lajos gazed st this
encourasing allesory, as he struggled sgeinst the feverish night-
mores, the weariness, the pain. Later he hed to receive a delega=
tion of teachers, presenting =« thirteen Year old boy = a sort of
infant prodigy who hed won the school prize for the best speech
of welcome 10 Louls Kossuth. The youngster recited his speech, in
piping, drowsy little voice, The sick hero nod'ed politely,
‘here was an embarrassing silence when the boy had finished.
Finally Kossuth observed, with a faint, worn-out smile: ™ Ir
this is your youth, your country will always preserve its freee-
dome, I thank you, gentlemen,”

fhe whole city was illuminated with bengal li-hts in the
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Hungarian colors, Kossuth was the hero of the day. His friends

-

sald to him: " You must be very proud, Lajos!" He did not anse
wer, His face was numi and tired. After & silence he suid: " I
wope 1 shall be in good ghape on New Year's Day - for the reception
et the White louse. In Washington 1 may rind out, at last, whether
thls journey 1ls a sucoese = Oor a fallurce.."

It was a fallure., He did not let himself be fooled by the
exquisite courtes; of President Fillmore nor by the cordial ree
c-ption in Congress. He was invited to attend a cession in the
Capitol, on January 7, 1862, the highest honor ever granted to a
foreigner since the days of Lafayette. The Congressman from Ohic,
kr, Carter, greeted him as " Governor Louis Eossuth” - whereupon
all the gantlemen present rose. The celebrated visitor expressed
his firm conviction that the New sorld would bring about the final
victory of liberty.

He was overvwhelmed with lavish marks of sympalhy and respect;
he reccived an abundance of great words and little gifts. Kossuth
Committees were established wherever he appeared., He seemed

opeful, optimistie, entirely satisfied with the results of his
rhetorical efforts, When he left Fassachusetts, in May, he address-
ed the Fossuth Committee at Boston with these confident words:

Gentlemen: Departing from the State of Massachusetts, I leave
the interests of the cause which I plead - the cause of civil and
religlous liverty in ELurope - in the hends of you, who possess my
full conridence. ..l hope that your com ittee will, to this end,
become the centre of action for New Enslend, and, if possible, for
the Unions A cause advoosted by such men us you, gentlemen, cannot
fail to be successful,

but he already krew thaet hls cause was lost: that his American

miesgion had falled.

Thomas Nicholes, witty and conscientioues chronicler of
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americsn life, gives this explanation for Kossuth's ultimate
fallure:

Kos:iuth wanted money, The americens were ready to spend a
million - they did spend millions in = populur manifestation, of
which he was the center and cccasion; but the; iid not believe in
Or care enough for him or his cause to give him & tenth part of

the money they were ready to expend in dinners and processions,

Besides, Kossuth travelled ep _prince. He had a suite of nearly a
hundred perscns, who drank costly W nes, smoked the best of oie

L

gors, and lived like fighting-cocks, The hotel bills were enormous;
people got tired of paying them; the Hungarian stock fell flat,

and Kossuth left very juletly the country that had Tew weeks
before received him in a frenzy of excitement.,

This 15 a crude over-simplification = although srobably buoged
on'a grain of truth. It seems safe to assume that Kogsuth, lavish
as he was with words and dollars, did become something of a burden
%o his Anerican hosts. But the decisive reasons for his final
lack of success are more serious and more complax, For he was not
mainly interested in expensive wines and cffgars; the purpose of
his ¢lamorous journsy was very much more fare-resching, He came,
in fect, on & highly political mission - and 1t was rfor political
reasons that he falleds His idea was nothing less than to pere
suade the United States to engage in armed intervention againgt
austrie and Russia.

He declared: The imternational law not to interfere with the
domestic affairs of other nations had been first recognized, then
betrayed by Rucsias. - " Therefore, I claim the aid of the United
States - : so that Hungary may have an opportunity to erganize
her strength against Russian despotism, This is the reason that I
ask the United States to become the executive power tc recognize
the right of every natlion to dispose of itself. This is the only
glory which is yet wanting to the list of your glorious sters ceee
The people of the United States, having successfully asserted their




omn independence, have scarcely any other calling than to become
the asserters of freedum equally for other lands.”

He fully realized the tremendous implications of his moral
and political postulate., He did not try to conceal or to belittle
the dangerous consequences involved in the policy that he go
strongly urged, He said - in his address to the New York Bar -

Yes, gentlemen, I confess, should Russia not respect such a
declaration of sour couniry, them you are obliged, literally
obliged, to go to Wer, or else be prepared to be iesraded before
mankind from your dignity. fes, I confess that would be the case,
But you are powerful enouch to defy any power on earth in a Just
esuse, as your Washington said,

1. was, however, just this hichest authority whom he had mene
ticned - the very authority of Gecrge Washington thet was quo ted

against lim and his " New Loetrine of intervention."” He was

vlemed in Congress, shortly after his personal appearance there,

for not having pald sufficient homage tc that great american,
Senator Jeremieh Clemens of Alabuma delivered & violent speech
against Kossuth, on February 12, 1852;

If Kossuth had been the ardent republican which he is Tepree=
sented, there is one spot in this vicinity no difficulty would
have deterred him from visiting. Neither 8tornm nor tempest =
the summer's heat nor winter's snow should have prevented him from
meking a pilgrimage to Kount Vernon, and kneeling at the tomb of
the wisest, the noblest, the purest of all those who have done

battle in the cause of menkind...But the spot vwhere the remains of
Washinston ere interred, has been findisturbed by Hungarian feet ...

Kossuth or Washington? was the catehing title of a lengthy
uddress delivered in the Tenth Presbyterisn Church, Philadelpkia,
by H.A. Boardmen, U.0, It 1s a remarkable document, ri¢éh both
in feeling anrd in logicsl arsument. The speaker was cbviously
an honest friend of Kos:uth and Kossuth's cause - and at the same

time gravely disturbed by " various indications which show that
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It would be absurd - in Mr, Boardman's opinion- to accuse
the american government or people of evier having been indifferent
to the progress and liberty of other lsnds: " Whenever a nation
has revolted against its taskmaster, we have cheered them by our
sympathy and instructed them by our example.” Yet Americans should
never forget the prineiple formul:ted by washington in his Faree
well Address: " The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to
foreign nations, is, in extending our commercial relations, to have
ag 1little political connection with them as possible." Americans
must not forget - Mr, Boardman insisted - the sound tenets of
Washington, Jefferson, Jackson: " keeping out of the vortex of
“urcpean politics; avoiding all entungling elliances; abstaining
from eny intervention in the affeirs of other governments, as cole
trary to our prineiples of national policy."

The crucial problem discussed by Lajos Kossuth and his idece
logical oppoments, is the issua of Isolationism and Intervention,
Kosouth sald: The United States will be able to maintain her own
independence and liberty, only if she gauarantees and defends the
independence and liberty of other nations as well, The United
States will inevitably ruin herself if she tries to make Compro=
mises with the boundiless aggresiveness of European autperats,
#illiem H., Sewurd agreed with Kossuth when he said to the Senate:
"This Republic is, and forever must be, a living offense to Russia
and to Austria, and to despotic powers everywhere." He predicted
that the Czar might attempt to make the whole of Europe his own
sphere of influence. " If the Russian Autoecrat prevails in that
contest, we shall be left without friends or allies in the Eastern
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fhe isolationist, on the other hend, gives a different
interpretation of "America's mission.”

Yhe great thing we have done for the world, has been, under
Providence, to establish and maintain a Just, wise, and well-ore
dered government « in all essential particulars, a " model' of what
& govermment should be, ...%We may loock forward without presumption
‘0 a future as brillient as our past career has been iliustrious.
#"e shall consummate with honor the sublime micsion confided to us
for mankind, and achieve a still more signal fullfilment of the
rophecy: "All Nations shall call you blessed,"

ihe whole debate, carried on with zeal and oandor and on a
remarkably high intellectual level, is most revealing - and at the
same Lime confusing. 7The parallels to the contemporary situastion
are cbvious. Yet the basic differences between the politieal
realities of Kossuth's period and ours are as drastic as the
regemblances, Kossuth's warning of the dreadful war which America
might have to fight, " single-handed, within less than rive years",
unless she promptly fulfilled her moral and political obligations=
his urgent appeal to americen generosity and sense of gelf-pre=-
servation, gounds today partly like an unserupulous trick, partly
like an inspired prophecy. He was misteken as far ag the immediate
menace of the Russian Czar was concerned, He was mistaken in ree
lation to the standards of technique and the political tactiecs of
thet time, His warning was exaggerated, premature, and obviously
influenced by his own interests. bBut was he mistaken in principle?
was hls " now scheme" really quite erroneous? Was he actually
wronz when he claimed that the universal solidarity of Democracy
was the only means of preserving Democracy from ultimate collapse?

He antlieipated the rundamental conception of the indivisibility

of Civiliration, Ee belleved in Collective Eacurif;.

His immediate political program - to persuade the United
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States to take military action agalnst the Czar and the House of
Habsburg - was obviously sbsurd. The moral impact of his desperate
upneal, however, was significent - much more so than he himself
may have realized,

The arguments used against him, proved infinitely stronger
and more convineing than enything he had to say. It was inevi-
table that his immoderate hopes should be frustrated, It was not
only, nor primarily, American complacency and national selfishness
thetl ccused his disappointments: American Common Sense denied
his frantic demands. Yet we cannot help loocking at him with proe
found sympathy, even with adniration. BHe mekes a pathetic fizure,
but with a grandeur all his own: the indefatigable traveller,
carrying his message through the continents, slways dynamie, chare
ming, proudly concesling his hepelessness and despair; always pic-
turesque and attractive, in his theatrical costume, with his exu-
berant gestures, He still smiles and thunders, pours out words,
continues his grandiose perform:unce, But his face is beginning to
be tracked with bitterness. He had feiled in the United States of
“merica, He will also fail in his attempt to win Napoleon III,
Emperor of France, and Victor Emmanuel, King of Italy, Nobody
will help him to liverate his subjugated nation, He will write,
as an ageing man:

A Hungarien question may exist, I believe it does exist
hidden in hearts, but not before the world....There are no longer
Hungarian refugees.- I, with my .oms and o few faltnful friends,
stand alone, - forsaken, solitary wanderers in the desert.

This atmosphere of hopelessness was already about him -
though not yet obviously,~ wien he left the United Ctates, on
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July 14, 1852, ~fter a glamorous and senseless stay of more than
seven months. He hastened his departure because he had received
news frum his mother that she was being bothered by austrian
sgents in her refuge at Brussels. An unnoticed couple, Mr., and
Mrs, Smith, embarked on the vessel africa, lLajos Kossuth had cho=
sen this modest disguise for himself and his wife, as ir ashamed
of his own identity. What a dreary trensforration! He resembles
“n aclor or opera singer who has put off his fancy clothes and
removed his meke-up, No speetacular gestures, no great words any
more. He has sung his beautiful arias of liverty, sclidarity, in-
dependence, People likéd his voice and his appearanhce., He was
welcomed and cheered. HNow the show is over - or at least his big
8o0lo scene. But the great drama goes on: is going on today. Walt
whitman meant him, toc - Lajos Kossuth of Hungary - when he called

out " To a foil'd Xuropesan Hevolutionuire”:

Then courage! Eurcpesn revolter! revoltress!
¥or, till all ceases, neither must you cease,

Revolt! and the bullet for tyrants!

Did we think victory great?

So 1t is - But now it seems to me, when it cannot be help'd, that
defeat 18 great,

And that death and dismay are great,




Trotsky 1in New York

By Klaus Mann
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Leon Trotsky,a successful writer and unsuccessful statesman,had
a2 haughty contempt for those who are too much concerned with the
"private" problems of 1ife. He was scornful of what he used to call
"fietitious values",such as human love and generosity,patriotism,
freedom,or the solace of religion. All these notionf and aspirations
sre,in his opinion,not only chimerical but also objectively harmful,
gs they distract the mind from the sole task and purpose of any

ultimate value - Revolution.

His confidence wes based entirely upon the idea of universal,total,
permanent Revolution - which will not only bring about the final
solution of all earthly problems,but also is,in itself,a purifying
process,embracing "everything that leads humanity from out the dark
night of the circumscribed I."

What withering desplise of the individual humen dramal And yet,what
breath-taking drama was iwewdmammeeed: [11s own blography! No poet would
dare to invent the inexorable tragedy that was Leon Trotsky's life,e
Between two endless perlods of exile he bore the huge responsibilities
of setusl rulership,the outrages,accomplishments, joys end horrors of
almost unlimited power. What a savage contrast there 1s between those
vears of sinister splendor,end all the others before and after them =
thet constant martyrdom in squalld hotel rooms,dreary flats,rented
villas,somewhere in France,fustria or Switzerland,then in Turkey,then
in Mexico. What a figure! -~ this harassed p;lgri?;and Eternal Jew,
burdened with exorbitant nemesbes 1ntalligez;cgzhi-lu tremendous hatred;
surrounded by docile disciples,his enormous memorlesk,a little army
of bodyguards,and the sinister attendance of his murderers.

It is,indeed,a strange experience to follow him for a little while
into the bleak dignity of his errant existence: to imagine his deily
life at one period or another,at one or another station of hls wandering.

It is the harbour of lew York,on January 13,1917 - a Sunday. Through

a chlilly mist the famous skyline rises dimly - a wet moun=
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tain faintly profiled against the vague horizon,

‘he bout stopped at three o'clock in the morning. Iverybody
woke upe. Leon Trotsky paces the deck - a heavy and gloomy figure,
in his long, heavy ovircont., His wife follows him like a doeile
siadows The two young boys chatter excitedly., " Is this the New
World, papa?” They ask in several lenguages, French end German and
Kussian, having grown up in many different countries, They have
spoken c¢legant slang vd th the children of the concierge, in Purig;
understood the jokes of the coachman and soldlers in Vienna, and
even learned to speak German with that awkwerd and trust-inspiring
Swiss accent, Now, they are supposed to learn inglish, They have
practised 1t already with the stewerds and gallore.

"Sgt-ce que c¢'est le louve d

He has a dreary, almost angry way of nodding, He does not
seem very happye.

The boys, howevern go on with their emuel questions: "Shall
we stay here a long time, papa?”

He shrugs. " It all depends on the developments in Europe +e.
I have reasons to delicve that the Revolution,.."

The clution...The youngsters repeat the magic word with
wide eyes aes other children might say: Christmas,

Mademe Trots!'y interferes: ™ The boys will ecatch & cold =
they should go to the dining room, It's terribly cold out here,
“hat an icy wind! You know, Seryosha really does need a new coateese”

Here 1 was in New fork, city of prose and fantasy, of capie
talist automatism, its streets a triumph of cubism, its moral
philosophy that of the dollar, New York impre:ced me tremendously

becsuse more than any other ¢ty in the world, 1t is the fullest
expression of our modern age.
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These remarks, distinguished by nelther originality nor en-
thusiasm, are almost the entire sum of Troteky's observations in
his thleck volume My Life , concerning the character of the world's
greatest city., A judgment made later and in snother comnection
is even more damning:

"New ¥ork - with its autcmatic unconcern for the msn without
& checkbook, technically perfected to suck the marrow from human
DONes. "

This was in a rather remarkable egsay on Céline's novel

to L £ the Night, That desperate French nihilist,
bowever - Louis-Ferdinand C8line - had actually geen New York =
if only its nightmarish aspects, the ebjectness and rilth and re-
volting eruelty of the eity., Une wonders ir Trotsky saw anything
of 4t 2t all, He was deaf and blind, for all his psychological
and soclal insight « : blinded by his Pixed idea, his 1d0l ana
Obsession - the Revolution,

Paradoxical as 1t may seem, 1t is undeniable that most refors
ners, possessed as they are by the abstraction of the cause, have
1ittle interest in men. It 1s hard to read without a shudder what
Trotsky had to say, or had Dot to say, about his impression of
Paris, He admits, with a rather horrifying sincerity, that he
tried to " ignore" the most charming city on earth: * I was dis-
posed against 1t, fearing that it might digtract me from my one
basic task, the preparation of Revolution."

When he left New York, after = stormy stay of two months, he
confescsed:

It would be » gross exaggeration to say that I learned much
about New York, I plunged into the affairs of american Soclalisn

t00 quickly, and I was straightway up to my neck in work for it.
The Russian Revolution came so scon that I only mansged to catch
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the general life- rjythm of the monster known as New York., I was
leaving for Eurcpe with the feeling of u man who has had only a
peep into the foundry in which the fate of man is forged.

Unly too clearly he recognized the paramount importance of
the United States for all future international developments = poe
litleal, cultural, social. He kept asking himself: 'Will Europe be
qble to stand 1t? Will it not be reduced to a graveyard? And will
the economic end cultural centers of gravity not shift to america?'
Yet he could not afford even superficlally to acquaint himgelf with
the expressions and tendencles of American life., He saw no one but
his close political comrades, meny of them Russians - ; he sttended
no public gatherings but political meetings st which he appeared
as speaker, We must search his memoirs in vain for allusions to
any speclal beauty or diatinguishing features of New York; there
is no reference, hostile or otherwise, to any names connected with
cultural life, in america, His ascetic attitude exeluded all sc=
¢lal, intellectual or friendly contacts with people cther than a
emall group of active socialists.

There are many stories, inspired by gossip or politicael malice,
concerning his sordid and adventurous doings in the United States.
He was a drunkard and regular visitor of an evil dive situated
near his home; he cheated his landlord and even went so far as to
steal carpets, furniture and plctures; expert in all varieties of
vice, he explored the lowest quarters of San Fruneisce, All this
is the most obvious snd slanderous nonsense, yet in a way these
stories compare almost favorably with the rather dreary facts:

For the habite and vices so lavishly attributed to Trotsky would
humanize as well as debase his perscnality. The Prophet of
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Comsunism hed neither time nor energy to waste on puerile debauches,
We have no reason to guestion the accuracy of his own statement:
"My only profession in New York was that of a revolutionary soe
clalist,”

He settled down in the Bronx, modestly, emong working people.
His 1life was that of a busy journalist or minor politicisn-: gree
garious, though in an austere, utilitarian way; devoid of glamour
snt frivolity; overburdened with work, meetings, di:scucsions. The
day after his arrival he started writing ror the Russian paper, Nowg
Mir ("The New World"), the editorial starf of which he later
Joined, He collaborated and argued by turns with his Russian fele-
low-refugees, such as Bucharin whom he did not dislike but thought
" too impressionable’, always influenced, dominated by somebody”;
or Madame folontay, whose " ultra-left" attitude of that period he
ridiculed in his memoirs, especielly in view of her later cap!tulae
tion t¢ Stalin, the " Traitor of Revolution",

He participated in the political activities and keen dise
cussions of the international lubor circles of New York, establi-
shing or renewing contacts with american, German, Finnish, or
Jewish socialists., Promptly end passionately, he launched out into
a movement to divide the Party, separating the " left" wing from
the " right". For he was dissati:fied with the lukewarm at:itude
of the Soclal Democrats and attacked their caution, their purely
emotional pacifism snd servile respect for national institutions:
"Woodrow Wilson meant to them much more than Karl Meri,.."

America was busily getting ready for war - a war which he

called with sardonic mockery " the war for liberty end democracy,”
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He noticed that the new wave of noisy nationalism was having its
effect even on experienced socialists, such as Hillquit, leader of
the American Party., He argued with Gompers, a Duteh Jew and former
cigar maker, then leader of the imerican Federation of Labor, who
for all his long record of proletarian strugcle maintained that
labor orgenizations should be kept aloof from politice., Trotsky
disliked certaln anarcho-syndicalistic elements in Gomper's cone
ception of an enti-political labor movement, His violent tempera-
ment was also bound to clash «ith such respectable veterans of sc-
clalism a:z old Sehlueter, editor of the Volkszeltung.

Among the younger editors of that German organ, however, was
& man whose talent and integrity the revolutionary psychologlst
promptly recognized: Ludwig Lore, than in the beginning of his
Journali:tic career, became one of his few intimate friends in
tiat period, In Lore's Brooklyn home - where Irotsky had stayed
ror some days after his arrival -« a group of younger radicals
gathered, usually once & weeke- on Thursdeys « to exchange opinions
and observations. They drank tea and cursed capitelism, The alr
was Tfilled with their cigarette emoke and their common indignation,
their inflexibvle confidence, They discussed plansg for a new So=
cielist weekly that would really represent Marxian spirit, They
were enthuslastie and bright, and meant to be utterly " realictic.”
They despised illusions, especially illusions concerning Demoeracy,
Trotsky, in his first contribution to the Novy Nir, had-nnnounoad=

I left a Europe wallowing in blood, but 1 left with a pro=-
found faith in & coming revol tion, and it was with no democratic
ﬁéi?;f??' that I stepped on the soil of this cld-enough New

But the faith in revolution: was that not an illusion too?
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Trotsky and his friends were rirniy convinced that the World War
would necessarily, inevitably bring forth the World Revolution,
They did not know yet in which country the great process would
start; but they had no doubt that the long anticlpated event, once
started, would spread over the globe - swiftly and triumphantly -,
and that a sounder end better world would emerge from the slrouzhter
and destruction,

Trotsky, in that fetal year of 1917, had little time for
detached observation, As he was not yet in a position to harangue
the Russian masses, in Moscow's Red Square, he had to content hime
self with addressing Soclalist meetings in Brooklyn and Newark,
Bultimore, Philadelphia end Pittsburgh. He told American workers
of the involved situation in Burope, and that all preilems would be
solved by the irresistible revelutiom. His lueid interpretations
and glowing prophecies made a strong impression on his listeners,
although he usually necded a translator to make himself understood,
For his English was still poor: he was femiliar with all the " big"
words, but rather helpless when it came to words of less than four
syllables, FPublicly, he spoke only in Russian or German,

But even he who understood the language of this country
neither literally mor figuratively, managed to gleen a few little
personal impressions of the American mind: rather fortuitous
impressions, to be sure, but amusing and perhaps significant, He
was sincerely touched, for insteance, by the queer " generosity" of
& colored doorman who collected rent in the Trotsky's apuartment
house, and disappeared vith the money, The only perscn, however,
whom the doorman really wunted to cheat, was the landlord himself.
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He therefore stole the money exclusively from those to whom the
landlord had already given a formal recelpt, so that the " ocapie
talist" had no legal possibility of collecting again, In the case
of the new Russian tenants, however, he made a mistake, which would
have obliged Trotsky to pay twice, and on discovering this he made
& special trip to return the money, sceretly snd at night.

frotsky reocells this story with grim satisfaction, and adds
ironiecally: ™ This, then, was my first impression of the Negro
problem in the United States.”

There were two lively go-betweens who did establish a certain
indirect intimacy between the Russian genius and ordinary american
life., The bright Trotsky boys, already experienced in so many
different idioms and national peculieriiies, had adapted theme
selves, within a few weeks, to the tempo, the wit and slang of New
Tork youth, end were on the point of grasping the mysterles of ice-
cream sodas, bascball, and the funny papers. The boys felt at home
in New York, being too innocent to pealize the foulness of capi-
tallsm and impressionable enough to enjoy the turbulent cherm
of the city.

“ne vwonders whether the two youngsters were as pleased as they

should have been when the great news arrived: Revolution in Petroe
Bradses

It had come about at last, the tremendous event, long eipected,
often prophesied, and yet mysterious, pregnant with sweeping and
unforeseeable consequences. Nobody knew what, preclsely, was going
on. 4uthentic information from Russia was rarer than suthentie

caviar, ZRditors and columnists raced; the phone rang incessantly
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in the Trotsky home, Public interest was suddenly brought to
focus on the Russian radleals. Dozens of reporters besieged Nr,
Trotsky: What is goins to heppen? He declared: We shall rule in
Rusgia, From there, the revolution will encroach on Europe and
finally eonquer the world, The World Wer is over., The World
Revolution has begun,

The two boys were almost rforgotten in all this exorbitant
turmoil, The younger, Serjosha, was in a hospital with dipthere
ia, while his father, winged with happiness and determination, was

hastily preparing the departure for Russia, Serjosha's first day

at home again was to be the Tamily's last in New York., The father
was intensely oceupied with visitors, telephone calls, last
messages to newspapers and orgenizations = while Mademe Trotsky
busied herself with packing, dissolving the household, bldding
goodbye to friends. Nobody looked after the youngster, Even his
brother was away, probably doing an errand for father, or having a
last fling at base~ball or the funnies,

Serjosha grew tired of hanging around, all by himself, in
the messy apartment, He decided to go for a little walk, quite
alone, through the femiliar streets of the Bronx,

But the streets were not as familisr as he had thought, Per-
haps he walked a little further than he had done before, or else
he had forgotten the topography of the neightorhood while he was
in the hospital, In any ¢ase, he lost his way, and in the panic
that came over him could not even remember his address. Suddenly
he felt helpless, forsaken and very lonely. The people, even the
buildings looked hostile and forbidding. He was strueck by fear
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and an overwhelming self-pity. Why was he left so alone? KHis
parents did not like him any more., He began to sob; he wept
bitterly,

A huge policeman stooped down to him: "What's the matter,
kid?" His volce sounded comforting - the deep, cordial bass of a
well-meaning gilant,

His voice still choked with tears Serjosha sald: " I've lost
ny deddy..."

"Just take it easy,"” suggested the friendly ziant,

4 few hours later, Trotsky appeared at the police station %o
rescue his little boy., He found the youngster playing cards with
the cops, laughing, perfectly happy.

The father embraced him, vith vehement, almost frightening

tenderness. "Where have you been? His voice sounded strangely

pressed. "Serjosha darling « I was 80 afraid..."”

"S50 was your kid, mister", remarked the gigantic policeman.
" I found him all alone in the street and he was whimpering like
& puppy."

Another cop added harshly: ™ In this country, we don't let
ehildren wander around the streets like tramps.”

Irotsky amiled in faint apology: ™ I beg your pardon, gentle=
men, I was exceedingly busy ..." He always felt a trifle uneasy
in the presence of uniformed ofricials.

They stared at him with unconcealed suspicion, They disliked
his soft, heavy accent, his nervous gestures., He looked to them
like a pretty dubiocus fellow: probably one of those " subversive
elements"” who really should be locked up.
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The boy was silent as he left with his father,

“Yne of the policemen murmured: " A cute kid, all right. Much
oo good for the old man, Lxceedingly busye..s™ He spht angrily
across the room, aiming at the spittcon with remarkable skill,
"S1lly old son of a biteh," he added.,

Father and son, meanwhile, marched hand in hand toward the
Trotsky home- which was not really home any more, as Madame Troteky,
in the midst of appalling chaos, was just closing the trunks,

"I am very sorry this haonpened." Trotsky had an odd manner
of talking to the boy with a certain gravity as though addressing
& man of considerable age and distinction, "Did they beat you up?"

The boy shook his head, very seriously, "No", he sald. " They

were very kind, I played cards with them, They wanted me to recite

a Russian poem, But I only remembered a few German verses, and

some French,"

There was a silence, The boy tried very hard to keep up with
his father's long steps. At last, Irotsky noticed that Ser josha
was gazing et him with a musing sideways look,

"What are you thinking about?"

"I Just wonder ..."

"What are you wonderigg sbout?"

"Why do we go to Russia?"

"Russia is our home, Serjpsha,."

"But the uncles in the uniforms say dreadful things are
happening there. They're killing all the nice peoples,.”
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"All the nice people!" Trotsky gave a bitter laugh, nasal and
short, He seemed rather angry, " I knoew they would tell you a lot
of nonsense..." Then he added, solemnly: "There is revolution, in
Russia,”

"Must we go there, because of the revolution?"

The father nodded gravely, " Yes. We must g0 there- because
it 1s our revolution,"

"And when the revolution is finished," Serjosha asked, " can
we come back to america?"

His father explained: " The revolution will never be rinished,
The revolution i: permanent.”

Serjesha did not understand the words, but he guessed thely
meening. "So we must stay there for ever?"

* I hope #0," his father said.

The child whispered: " I am scared...”

"Scared -of xhat?" He seemed painfully surprised.

“ I den't know..." Ser josha bent his face, blushing,

"Don't be afraidl™ The father had a strong, fervent volice,
"There 1s no reason to bde afraid., You will be very happy, at home,

in Rucsla.”

He touched the crown of Serjosha's heud, with solemn tendere
ness, as 1f giving his blessing,

"You will work for the proletarian State. You will serve the
Cause, You must be falthful and realistic., You must not belicve
what those policemen told you. They don't understand, They don't
know what the Revolution means. DBut you, Serjosha - you will

understand 1%, one days You will realize that the Revolution is
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no horrible thing: but necessary eand besutiful and great. The
Revolution is very great. There is nothing greater tham Revolue
tion, You must believe this, Serjoshal"™

His volce was low and hoarse with urgency. Serjosha still
felt his father's hand on his head; it was heavy, and cold, For
some reason he was suddenly overcome by a great, aching pity: pere
haps 1t was the slightly disturbing touch of this ioy hand that
made him feel so profoundly sorry for his father, How sad he
looked- even when he tried to be happy! 'Dear God', Serjosha prayed,
' 40 let him have a good time, over there, in Russia. And try to
make the pecple over there like him, I don't think the cops liked
him so very much « I really don't think they did. But I want people
to like my daddy,.'

Somstimea he made up a secret and hasty little prayer, though
he had learned that there was no such thing as God,

While he was still talking to God « in whom his father did
not believe - he heard again the paternal whisper: "Don't you
trust your father, my little Serjosha?"
. "Of course 1 do," It sounded a trifle forced, " Of course I
believe ‘n you, dad. We're going to have a lovely time~ at home,
in Russia." After a pause, he added, dreamily: " and later « I
mean, muech later, when the revolution is over - we'll come back to
America: I promised the cops we would. And I must get wodka for them,
in Moscows They say wodka is fine, The Czar drinks wodka - lots
of 1t, every day, they say. <hey showed me how the Czar jumps
around when he is drunk with wodka., They are very funny, you know,"

He laughed hap-ily., He became very animated, remembering all
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the antics of his lniformed playmates.

"Do you like runny people, dad? I do like them. Are there
many funny people = in Russia? Is it true that wodka 1s even better
than ice-eresm? Does the Czar wear a uniform? Does he have & hammer
and a slckle on his crown? What is Russia like? I wonder ... Is
it really so very big? The uncles say it's even bigger than
america, and there are a lot of bears, and people travel around in
sleighs, and the country is all covered with smow. Can you play
base-ball, with all that snow? When will I be old enough to under-
stand the revelution? Do you think thirteen is old enough, or do
1 have to walt till I'm fifty, or a hundred? Could I be the Czar
if # trled very hard? are there policemen, in = revolution? Do
the Russians lie? Iow do you kmow if pecple lie or not? Do
policemen lie mor: often than other people? UDid you ever lie, dad?e
2 long time ago, I mean, when ycu were still a little boy? Did yu
used to laugh then? When did you stop laughing? When did you
start to understand the revolution? Was it before I was born?
Do you think you'll laugh when you see Russia again? Uncles have
such funny faces- when they laugh - pice fuces, I think: even if
they lie a little bit at the same time..."




The Young Tiger

Georges Clemencesu in New York)
by

Klsus Mann.

The French colony of New York,in the second half of the 19th.

Century,was very gay and fairly influential,especially in matters

of taste end culture. There was still something like a French
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themselves, Tﬁey formed an independgnt part of the very civilizetion
that hed dlsc;ve;ed end exploited them. There was no peradlse but a
greet country,participating in e both the crimes and the herole efforts
of the other countries,sharing and sometimes surpassing thelr glory,
teinted by the same evils,doomed to besr the same suffering.

Yot on the other side of the Atlentic - over there where they had
invented end overcome the Greek godjhad found an&ﬂiizrbetrayed Christianity
- ,over there,in those encient cities of Europe,they kepfon apesking
of the "New World.," 4nd they meent America -~ the United States. For
in the imagination of everage,poor Europeans the very name of smerica
remeined connected with the great promises and Utoplen hopes, It remalned
the New World,the Land of Unlimited Possibilities,the encouraging chance
for the down~trodden,the poor,the rebels,the adventurers; th ab;ﬁ%mn
vhere to ldme hunt in the forests,to dig g°1§ﬁ;? kill Indians,to become
a millionaire,to make a cereer as é4dm ; sto shake hands with the
President,to get married to a movie star, These nalve conceptions of
the New World changed,but slweys remsined fentastic,always grand,absurd
and fMall of a savage attraction,

In smerice,men are huge,end somehow ¢ lumsy but terribly strong.
When they lsugh you can see thelr golden teeth,flasning in thelr grin=
ning mouths, All of them are wealthy,most of them are gengaters,gold
diggers or reporters; they wear colourful sults of chequered stuff.
They drive oldfashioned little Ford cars - very rapldly - ,they offer
you hendsome jobs; when they happen to be in 2 bad mood,however,they
are inclined to tar and feather you,sccording to thelr nationsl hebit.
TWEYI j?k a& astounding lot of gin and whiskey. All women ere extremely

b L padn

pret‘. \ f and m cold, If you seay "Hello," to one of them you 5@1:
»
A A M\%‘L“&

either lynched,or are bound to merry her promptly. Everything)is e

-3 the bulldings,the income of comedians,gossip writers,
O~ MPAAT




boot leggere and politiciens,the hesdlines in the papers,the turkeys,
e 'f‘L.L ,q‘n-\.;md‘wt ta x €9
the apples,the ﬂt?‘Fl'FbEisiEH,tflE lobgters snd the moun the Pullman

cers,the dogs,the cities,end your own chance Jq‘ ma .e,] g carser,

Oh America,my new found lend..s¢ Thus sang an English poet of the

XVI th., Century. It 1is not so very "new" eny more, But it still offers
miracles,to its actuel visitors as well as to those who visit 1t in thelir
irepams.

+++
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counterfeit conception of "herols " a8 jesfenad Ly Karl ley, aoc]




v
D
3

'_4.!-

[

e

3

=
L 2N

L3

fantil ’J_‘- ¥ et the uy ceasaf™al is i T
otential dicte stly 11 about 01 terhand,
¢ 3 1% nig ' 3 ' ' A 1

ront o { + 14 0 rea . - P 4 L 187 L
1 = 8§ 5 . - - 4 &
r f bel calle 1ITLE bel _ v 3, 1 t o .

i 1 3 i ~ g | - s i | o
000, ince | E - 5 B £ LLG L
f all f nobl rinciples, 11 1 C 8¢ 11
% x Sl b o med e 2 1 = l &
ocd end nobla: is cruelt ! . 1

! - g el a8 i ’ 8, L
defvaved  armbition You th
1s interpreted as admirszble smertness, ? § METHRsbsuen (D

13 0l 3a 1 s L t t & 5 ] . . hetl ! L LY
1 L '3 L | :

ason why 0ld Shatterhasnd's convictions and tectic {
successfall if eapnlisd to nationel &n international Litic

ungleseses It herdly is en exaggeration to say thet Ksrl May'!
ish and criminal fantesle has tually - 1 indirectly -
snced the histor orld,

as admired not rely e great narrstor,but also, i




A

and had gone through Avtthmed adventures & le Thousand-and-One-Nights,

In Bagdad and Ca PO/&@@Mﬂﬂhﬂﬂan_ﬂhﬂ o tdeali-tr—rtordea=tmr=tHE Lir0L
L

person~aiwenwlrfwfchose sn Arablan disguise and celled himself Kara Ben

Nemsi,while in the Americen wilderness he eppeared es (Old Shetterhand,

But he alweys remained the ssme = Karl May who earned a conslderable

i

fortune and 2 lot of glory priett his brassy inventions. The boys were
spellbound,snd even some nalve critics considered lay's fantastlc tales
g trustworthy representation of Americen reality. A French writer, for

instance,makes the followlng ststements,in hls preface to the ¥rench

version of Karl Hay's story The Revenge of the [Farmer;

The traveller (Karl May) sssures us that no single point in his
storvy is invention or exaggeration., He used to travel extensively in
the Unlted States,and merely describes what he hud sctually seen, lhe
peculerities of the New World no longer shock or surprise him: he is
accustomed to them. ... The American morals,no matter what certaln
admirers of that voung civilizstion might sey,sre generally inferlior
to ourss they sometimes lower themselves to abject savsgery,especlully
when it comes to the ugly preactlces of personal revenge...

hereupon the French admirer of Karl May adds a few remarks con=
cerning the ghastly habit of lynching - severe words thet are undenlably
justified in themselves,but have very llttle to do with K rl lay's oueer
interpretation of American life - ,end finelly draws this conelusion:

A kind of Christienity,mutllated ss the one we find in thst country,
is unsble to maintein the divine law of Pardon... The thirst for both
gold and revenge are the two most terrlible passions of the Yankee,

The enlightened critic whose words we just guoted,msy have felt
8lightly embarrassed when the fiuinulcun truth et last transpired;

Harr/

thet pmeKerl May in Rudebeul near Dresden had fooled and cheated the

ok

millions of his credulous followers: he had never been 1ln Amerlica et ell.

| . . W
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This was an embarresssing blow to all Kerl

May-fens:but 0ld Shatterhand's position grew atill worse when the questiom

suddenly arose: uﬁmre hags he actually sn@n¢ gll those yeairs during which

he ostensibly was in the United States? iﬁi— o) W Y itAmivﬂ

U&Ar o whs wa Kl ev qﬂaftl.t.nmﬂ-.




The sudden revelatlong arl r'a dublous past g T e

certalry il le tuallvy rulned his literary career, ely
Qﬂ""""""‘""{

g8 he himsel 10 h foolher --—7-—-1 12 W0le scCt al
en action sgainst heirs of hls former ylisher, ir Miine

rr\_1 .I_""? £ 16 ‘ -"11...'1_1:. je.‘.’ ra 'U,J.‘I"-\:'n -’. o -,[.IL__-:‘ chesga -'_-I _.._L '_'-:’_

ittle Roses from the Woods, - rather maudlin,trashy stui ith
l-.r DOP e rar _.-11,'- 3'I_l_- vOur. ,--:-j" or .i_ den } -'?'E‘_:'['_.' 0 - g I.'IL'_' na g

g nobody else but Karl May. inee » ) eanwhile iried a ¢
popularity,iiiinchmeyer's ilrs o it it oppurtune to arr: 2 n edi
tions of those greasy romances - which appesred,this time,under the famc
neme of Karl May,celebrated favourite jmri—sxrmrodey of the CGerma:

1d Shetterhend - for the first time in his 11f serlou r attac

n‘:c}mm:?wmf“ﬁ

jegperately tried to defend himself: he f:19_1,r:-‘. thelpublicatlons
forgeries,chenging end felsifying the originsl text In essentlel

innetou! reat White Brother,however,made a fatal blu [r—— ;ﬁ);{

-
g foes: he uld heve been re aware of hils own J: st
aition. For it hardly wes 1in his 1 rest to have hls past b 1lic
exemined and discussed.
he 1dol of German bovhood turned ocut to be an ordlnary -c0
h¢ lone many years of severe imprisonment 1in verlous ni jeils,
¢

e had been repeatedly co ned for all kinds ieft a forgery.

e had stolen anvthing from bhillard balls a: olden watches up to
baby carrisges and horses;had cheated peasants and little store-keppers
by presentinz himself as a famous physici: or the agent of an assuranc

43* {4"‘
company;one of the ;)p—_—-—t pseudony! he used upon sSuc ceaslons,was,
curiously enough,the name of a Dr,Heiliy - which means Ir.loly., le hs
bean & pathological lisr and & vulgar crook with a definite disposition
toward delusion of grandeur. fz—:-—‘— SRS e SETISEE SR NS
) Tl

=T — e — ‘—5" sbty (!'_"i...."‘.').ﬂi le tricks he usas

to pley upon society e e sef OVer-compensati
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itions of 1life., In his American" stories,such as linnetou, Old Surehgnd,

The Black Mustang, Christmas, Wlnnetou's lleirs,?es very detall 1s wrong,
and the whole pleture could herdly be more sbsurd. Atmosphere and lands

Aot d 2o a6
cape,gestures,words and actions of LW&F& re thoroughly

un-American. Un-American sre the villeins - who,for some mysterious rea

son,ususlly sre presented as Mormons or Armenians - jun-pAmericen = the

: -UE/@Y?!-% B et
noble heroes; &% un-Amerlcan,ubove ell)the self-plessed nurrator,

1
Fi

3
thie romwsplele
0ld Shatterhend-Karl May. His pedantic cruelty and SRcanaet nbsence

of any sense of humour in his character,meke him to ¢ definitely wm

atbt

anti-American tvpe. 0ld Shatterhend 1s exactely what s Saxonlan petty

eriminal mey fency an American cow boy and adventurer to be like,

ettt e i I Dt de B PSRG0T

ve. Germen teachers aund parents had mildly grumbled sbout Kurl
av e inmoderately exclting thelr boys. But when the J=
Prota of his pest were revealed,a screan jsessssewy of moral indignation
wns going through the conservative and liberal pupers. in ex-convict and
srch=crook had dared to fool the public! The ominous outery Corruptor of

| ——— i —— . T

the vouth! wes hurled sgeinst him from pletforms,pulpits and lecturlng

L
D
)
=
om
-
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milder ones among his judges declared he was htlf-mad. Did he
not portray,in his famous Winnetou,an insane poet five~=r=s CO! stently
struggling egainst inwerd voleces and dreadful helluclinaetlions? And Xe rl

Mey,in all his shameful misery,almost bellieved himself that he was tur

ning med crazy,snd perheps had never been quilt nnrrr‘sl...ﬁﬁ- o e
aj}u-}*?cf
. e edbin/ He was Pwrdded not only as a thief,en impostor
and forger,but also as a voluptuary and erotoman. Jourmy lists discoversiy
and ruthlessly publicized compromising stories concernlng hls filrst
marrisge: he had not only deseribed but also done many unspers keble things,
= suffered a severe nervous breskdown,end it hardly comforted him

that some sporadic voices bravely ceme out in his defense. A professor

by the name of Gurlitt published s pemphlet Justice for Ksrl Mayl There
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even were s few well-meaning critics who carefully expressed thelr opinion
that the author of Winnetou mighawggjé been in the United States,after all.
The main argument for their theory was the fact that Karl May occasionally
usedJ in the German text of his stories,éertain smerican emmmese words,
which - according to those observers - nobody could possibly know unless
he had sctually lived among cow boys. The "American" vocabulary that im=

pressed those critics so deeply,mostly consists of short exclamations such

as He,greenhorn... Ah,devils... Jﬁamned...,or sn occasional Well...,@R Old

BoY...,and Good Night. It 1s conceilvable that even a wesaver's son from

Chemnitz may have had enough linguistic intuition to grasp the sense of
thdSe wordgg:::£out having crossed the Atlantic,

The problem of whether or not 0ld Shetterhaend had really seen the scenery
of all his pretented sdventures,played & erucial role in the keen discus=
sion of Karl May's work and chrracter, As to himself,he retired to a
purely defensive position. His own statements concerning his American ex=
periences grew m more and more ambiguous and blurred. He restricted him=
self to rather general declarastions: that an suthor,after all, has the
natural right to make up storiesj;that he had never rretented every word
in his novels to be literally true;that e symbolie

»
covhaim WRY gutvesformg e by owkiphia ofyln
element’tn—h*ﬂ—eatfeven a\fuiry-tale flavourf.. end so on., bBut all this

evesive talk hardly convinced the boys who had simply believed in the
elleged reality of his reports. And how sbout the collection of trophies"
in his villa 0ld Shatterhand? And all those personal interviews he had
given,confirming sgein and egain the auﬁ%ﬂticity of his tales? Wes 1t,
then,the natural right of an euthor to swindle,to forge,and to cheat his
neive admirers?

Kerl May,harassed by disturbing questions and insulting letters,heans
fehdilde hed decided to assume the attitude of a martyr,a noble victim of
nerrow-minded bigotry end petty prejudices. He cleverly appealed to the

sympathy,the tolerance and psfé%logical understanding of his fellow-clti-=
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The /fmericen spell,always strongly alive in the populsr lmaginatioen,

during certein periods also wlelds its meglc power upon the more ex=
¢lusive sphere of serlious litersture and poetlical creation, Such a
current awept the French literature in the days of Chateaubriand,end
then egain in the hectic years following the first VWorld Wer,

French culture 1s,as a rule,more seclusive and self-contenfled than
any other cultural sphere nwhiseswomdd,except m the Chinese.
The crestive impect of Mre French spirit has often .‘I.nf‘luance‘ and even

dtwtlopamat)
dominated the ldeologlcal and Beuthetié‘ﬁ%?i%ﬂgﬁ of other nationgn
But the French genlus remained ineccessible,mysteriously holding Py
productive balence between conservetive and revolutionary trends.
Somet imes , however,the fine,civilized vessel of French literature

suddenly transforms itself into & savage skiff - le bateau ivre , lea=

ving behind the traditional cansls of routine and moderate widicm;
rocking on the vast open seas of adventure, Whet a breath-tsking
leapl = t:rc:-m the delicate,silvery twilight of the boulevards and
boudoirs‘gg the glowing wlilderness of exotie landscapes = deserts,
Jungles,the blooming underwood of unwholesome South Sea P paredlses,
La Poteoawr Mort
/rthur Rimbeud,the ecstetic captein of m,
2 1llured French poetry to the highlends of Abessynie,to the savage
villages of African natives = shaking off the Buropean continent and
all feamilier treditions as a tedious nuisance. iie despised literature

- and revolutionized French poetry. They celled him Shakespeare

enfant, ftrey—dsttwtet—irtmy The next generation of French poets follo=

S il
e Ar¥ablan spell

I e ey e
e

ar flavour of the C8te d'Azur,
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The French spirit had broken,once more,the chains of convention,
ideologicel or aesthetic, There was an entlcing call from the jungles,
luring awsy the most refined minds of the most thoroughly civilized
people., Clasude Farrdre end Plerre Loti returned from thelr joumrneys
to Far Eastern chores,full of smazing stories,their luggage and thelr
heeds overcherged with odd souvenirs - tiny Buddhes,exotlc perfums,
ifg;;i:¥j;vcﬂ&,Lnd obscene pictureﬁ.;rrench literature became intere=
sted in trevellings but mostly within the boundarles of the vest French
empire,

Aftep the first World Wer,however,in 1919,there was a more thorough,
more far-resching echenge of the creative French mind. Noveliats and
eritics who hed formerly restricted themselves to the description and
analysif of French sociel life,now explored the mysteries of Berlin,

samma of tHew e vemtuwwtd 0 a €y To the J.owcak Ui,
Bercelone, London, Vienns ,FegFtd, Observent emlsserles o e Ua

spirit erossed the oceana and brought home, from Buenos Alires or
Shanghei,thrilling news of Aslatic vices,political scandals in ¢he

; Argentine,and the soclal developments in Mexlco or Japan. ﬁﬁtL tle
qﬂhhst“ntﬁﬁ—;h&ﬁ“thﬁ French poets,novelists and reporters re=discovered

the United States.,
dad
Some of thSimcgme during the war,in 1916,1917 - inspired propa=
gendists of a noble cause; Mull of patriotism and curilosity;talking,
demanding,begging,end persuading - the winged and moving voices of
their 3ufferin5 mother, la douce Frence, Henrl Bergson came,the great

o4 tly £Lav witol;
philosophe end, on 3 same boat,Jean Glraudoux,s young officer at

thet time. He had been educeted psrtly in this country,and his feelings

toward America never were those of a European for ladeg 2 younger

ad te dosvth of
cousin, but rather[son= e gratitude - dee sentiments filiaux, In

his passionate and touching little book, smice America,he described

the ebulliant,the overwhelming reception offered to him and his com=
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Wt woar a ftw aurens 6‘/0-«'&15"/4@#»7,4&"3 Aeclon e oo af ais

rodes by American men and 'romez:.Tﬁt Havard University some one
tér Ptk viacton
tol : "I wish «¢e I wish thet the German planes may finslly

bombard our citiesS..." And as the commander of the French crewd

tried to deliver his speech,he ecould herdly begin,with thundering
A as (fhere fane Mox
applause interrupting him,vgainqagain,whqﬁ he hed pronounceds"Le

Frence.ss”" There was & frenzy of enthusiasm,whiatling,cheering end
— ol
cerying, "La Frances..", the commander repeated\ﬁwt the ecstetic

AA N Aaa OF
e started all over aesgain, "La Fresnce,chague jour,.." he tried

to continue;but in vein.Finelly he cried out:s "Friends) - don't you

see how the face of France meowe-paasr turns psler,every day?s.ses

(A A Yha victedy,
Paul Claudel MWWW%MW
HH}E' Ambasgador to Washington,kmwéypbesddesyropresent
%‘m& Thowik d.fn,.fﬁ ‘e Oeadd ‘?"23___, ‘f"d.a,f iath 't e L‘t anf 1avieh

j seeret kingdom of French poetry. : -
D ‘#:'Wq( A= e 4 M‘& Orvn g Ay — A /4 o O ane. ?ﬁur,
et terary observers

experienced emissariles of the Intellectual French elite,travelled

— Aﬁh""“ﬂ"“
throughout thgy country/interviewing|pecple,watching detallsyjof thelr

dally 1life,examining economic,sociel,cultural conditiona, Some
A a2dq
thousends of students of internstional puﬁt“)in Parls or the

provincisl centers of spiritual French life,became famillar with

‘At
the besic fects jrrrt=mmy=twtetly of American lrl'i‘ibo,thanka to the
omlary dnL 29 NOAMA ana0AL
elaborate essays André Slegfried,Bernard Fay,and je—few—sbiver

French experts on everything concerning imerica.
P = g aﬁ)ﬂ-:‘ﬁ—.&"tt_}_f gﬁ"'ﬂ'"_\jf

The majority of the French people,howm another vision
of t United States - a vision,as nalve end fantastic as had been

Tt tanv b\%u, , Qoabloat O zophipekimg taakeSgatad s
Chatesubriandl M{W -

premry—edfensy And,this time agaln,the poets; NekGmeb-rrmneeluedyty
those innocent counterfalters,were mostly responsible for ti=t aw
amazing destortion of reality in the publie mind, Even those who

had sctuslly seen the New World,deseribed it in & way that strangely
TAoy
corrgponded with thm exeggerations of the esrly,sllent fllms,.

¥
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Bourgeois housewives in Iyon,Nice and Nantes,Parisien high school
boys,hesdwaiters at Strasbourg,and minor officials in Le Havre,fancied
en Americe that looked like Plessure Island = a bewitched Amusement
Park,full of magic tricks,dazzling with fireworks,roaring with Jazz
music Hry—snd-srtpv, inhubited by Amazon-like chorus girls,eccentric
millionairs,and glgentic beseball champiens, There were plenty of books

on imerica,bearing titles such as New York,ls Nult.., or lot JazZ..,

and a1l of them were eagerly reed, Cheap movie magazines stimulated
the populer fantasy,end e third-rate German actress,iarlens Dietrich,
became the effulgent symbol of American beauty,in the muddled mind of
provincial newspeper men end thelr petty=bourgeols readers, The more
0btatmed Chris awisdoam fdoanm
sophisticated p aul Morsnd, This rhapsodic snob end clair=
voyent globe-trotter really knows the United States - her geography,
her literature,and her social gossip. He feels at home &4 New York.
"I love New York because it 1s the greatest city of the unlverse,and
beecauss it 1s inhebited by the strongest people - the only ones who,
.q:om;'lm..d‘l'r
after the wer,have succeeded in organizing themselves...” He Ts)spell=
bound by American vitality,American enthusissm - by what he cells

the American &élan sportif, He desires,therefore,to be sn American him=

self - for some minutes,at least. For - "who does not adore victory?"

\.fwdﬂ (4 ffa'i.
H%taﬁffﬁg_Fggﬁéh expert on Herlem, le Quartier Noir, 1le patrie du jazsz,
2 Lo At A daniow
eI

and is also the inspired bard of %uw prize flghters,the
K £ ety
of les Champions du Monde, Yot Morand's sparkling &ngerpre%ution.or

b tiian Clvow
American 11f;4;ni a fentastic,dreem=-like element as well,deapite\XE&

richness in reelistic deteils,

inother French poet - and a greater one -wgzid to Paul Morand,in
Purist "You are going to America? You'll see New York? It's like visi=
ting & fortune teller..." He meant that the metropolis on the Hudson
anticipates the style and the schlevements,the horrors and Mise cherms

of a future world.
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A few years later,this poet himgelf,Jean Cocteau,undertook the first
extensive journey of his 1life. The LorbidLCDHHOLRHEuP of ell kinds of
artificiel paradises - the last legitimate heir of Baudeldire and Verlalne,

les postes meudits,- had hardly ever left France, Now re renounced, for &

while,the refined herimitage of his Paris home. Experilences in many dis=
guises,he ventured on a new netamenphesds playful metamorphoses and trans=
formed himself into Mr.Phileas Fogg, leading character of Jules Verne's

celebrated utopisn novel, Round the World in Eighty Days. Cocteau had been

ceptivated by that masterplece when he was a boy. Now he amused himself

by essuming the ldentity of his childhood's hero and to accomplish in
reality what Jules Verne had dpewmtmedy snticipated. He wanted to follow
siae in every detaill the pattern of Phileas Fogg; wented to keep Fogg's
schedule end visit all those places where his classic model had been,

Jules Verne had furnished his taciturn globe-trotter with a young companion
called Passepartout,a versdtlile,witty Frenchman. Jean=Phileas Cocteau-

Fogg hed his pwr’Passepartout”,toos his civil name was Marcel Khil and he
was sn ector. The odd enterprilse was arranged and finsnced by the populer

newspaper Paris Soirs M.Cocteau travelled as its speciel correspondent,

He turned out to be the most unreliable,most capricious and most spiritual

reporter ever appointed by any editoriel staff,
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voet became Philees Fogg, 'that stolid plller

of the Re companion - in reality W youhg actor

o Ui,

Charles Baudelaire has suggested thet we should regerdd the men of

genius as an homme-enfant - “a man possessing at every moment of the

day the genius of childhood,s man,that 1s,for him familiaerity has
robbaed of its brillience no single sspect of our common 11fe."

Utterly impressionable,constantly intoxicated ﬂﬂa child,the lyrical
traveller watehed the miracles of Egypt end Chine:k.]apsn and Honolulu,
He arrived at San Frencisco,still exhausted a?fg) f’mapired by the scene=
ries,smells and MOI‘ the Far East; he sneeded to Iiollywoo% where
he saw nobody but King Vidor and Mr, and M\l}'s. Ch&plin)m
M+ intensely enjoyed the sensation of & night flight from Los Angeles
to New York.

The big city,seen from his window at the Ambassador Hotel,brought
t\cﬁgﬁnd Venice with its Orand Canal bordered by pelaces. “Phe rare

cers of s Sunday morning glided by like gondolss..."
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presses others,elevates me more and more,inspires end fortifles me; how
can you want me to sccuse destiny,to complain about people and curse them?
Destiny - a laugh st it; end as for men,they are too ignorant,too enslaved
for me to feel annogyyed at them.

Trotsky quotes,on the last page of his Autobiogrephy,these words written
by the French socialist Proudhon in a prison cell,and adds expressly that
he subscribes them, "despite their slight savor of eccleslastical elcquentc:

The High Prilest of Revolution - detached and haughty:blessed with the
possession of absolute Truth - has nothing but icy contempt for any one
who might try to interpret his 1life from & private,sentimental engle, His
withering glance banishs the approach of maudlin curlosity. Yet we cannot
help being moved,in a simple and human fashion,by the size and 1intensity
of his peins end efforts,

What & welrd characterl - sutocratic in the realm of his theorles,but
homeless,powerless in reality; pushed from one country Into another -
en harassed pillgrim,the Eternal Jew,burdened with his exorbitant intel=
ligence,his tremendous hatred; surrounded by doeclle diseiples,visible and
invisible foes,snd the aebundance of his grand end bloody memories.

No poet would dere to invent the breath-taking drama that ls Leon
Trotsky's life = with its spectacular climax,that short and violent inter=
lude of fulfilment and realization, Between two endless perilods of exile
he bore the eneormous responsibilities of actual rulership,the outrages,
respasses, joys and horrors of sn almost unlimited power. How strikingly
contrest those years &F full of sinister splendor with those other decades
foddowing-end preceding end following them - that constant martyrdom in
squalid hotel rooms,dreary flats,rented villas - somewhere in France,
fustria or Switzerland,then in Turkey,then in Mexlco. Oh,the monotony,
the ever=lasting tension,the proudly concesled despalr of those long murky

evenings,torrid summer deys,ralny afternoons in the fall!'Oh,thoae count=

less hours,empty and restless,spent with gigantic plans,far-reaching

calculations; pondering on the world \“Hu____ _A’###,#f”’{
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Jﬁha-ur&ﬂ-situation; cursing his enemies,anmlyﬁin5|their mistakes

and erimes; constantly prepared to return to Russia,to snatch power,
Afbin/

once £

How great - how pethetic he 1s,in all the bleak dignity of hils er=
rant existence! What en odd experience,indeed - to follow him for a

(ML

wnile: to & hls dally 1life,in one or enother perlod,at one or
enother station of his wendering.

Wﬁﬂgmq_amagwrunwaafu&¥4 This 1s the
)’i 7_ - L AA an ‘-rt

herbour of New York{, n the cF 1y mist of a rainy morning one can

recognize the femous sky line of the tall bulldings,dim and grey,
a wet mountein faintly profiled egeinst the eloudy horlzon,
The boast hes stopped at three o'clock in the morning. Sverybody
waked up. lLeon Trottky paces the deck - a heavy and glocomy flgure,
in his long,heavy overcoat. 11" wife follows nim as a doclle shadow.

ahoBtvl) &b
The two young boys ﬁnuu*uum&he{. "Is this the New World,papa?” They

gsk 1t in several languages,in French and German and ?uqqian. hey
grew up in so many different countriles. They used ahnﬁfln an
elegant Lembsdan srgot with the chldrenqaﬁzh the conclerge,in Paris;
they understood the jokes of the coatchmen end scldiers in Vienns,
end Maaw even lesrned how to spesk Germen with thet awkwerd and
trust=-inspiring Swiss accent, Now,they are supposed to learn inglish,
They -1lready practised it,with the weisae stewards and suilors. buwr

"ugt=-ce gue c'est le Nouveau Konde,popa?”

0éy sk
Hle hes e dreary,elmost angry wey of nodding. lle seemi to

b X -
S YII T gy ony comilly amimg gebiems iy
The %ﬁjﬁ%

: "Shall we stay here a long time,papa?"

He shruggs his shoulders. se-thimker-4Igll-teperdy "It nll




depends on the developments in Europe... I have reasons to belleve

thet the Revolution...’ ed ry#

The Revolution..s he youngsters repest the magic wordjas other

children masy ropeat the word Chrlstmas,
Madame Trotsky Beye: "The boys will cateh a cold - they should
go to the dining room, It's terribly cold out here., What en icy windl

By the \?ay,.‘ﬁexgsna really needs & new coat..."

Here I was in New York,clty of prose and fentasy,of caplitalist
apntomatism,its streets s triumph of cubism,its moral philosoply
that of the dollar. New York impressed me tremendously Decause more
then any other city in the world,it 1s the fullest expression of our
modern 8ge.

These words which sre neither wvery originel nor very enthuslastic,
represent almost the sole remark Trotsky had to meke,in his thick
volume Ky Life,concerning the character of the world's greatest clty.
In another connection and on a later dete,hls judgement of the
American metropolis socunds even less favourable:

"New York = with its sutomstic unconcern for the man without a
cheeck book,technically perfected to suck the marrow from human
bones..."

Thus he observed in a rather remerkeble esssy on (Céline's novel

Ay
Joufey to the =nd of the Night, That desperete French nihillst,how=

ever = louls-fFerdinand Céline = had actuslly seen New York - s
Afecin
if only its nightmﬂrisit%sm,tne abjectness and filth and revolting

d“‘ﬁ' AL ﬂmrf".l._lr
cruagty of the city. The question 1s if Trotsky Aetually-eevw—iew

e was deaf sand blind,for all his psycological and social
cleirvovence = :;blinded by his fixed ides,his idol and obsession =
the Revolution.

Those who want to reform menkind are interested in men,
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This may sound paradoxical;for - why should one bother oneself about
the conditions of human life,unless one really cares for human belngs?
Yet the fact remeins that the fanatie reformer,possessed the abstractum
of his "Cause",neglects or dislikes most menifestations of human nature
end spirit,

We cannot read without shuddering what Protsky had to say,or had not
to say,sbout his impression of Poris. He sdmits,with a rather haaao
horrifying sincerety,that he trled to “"ignore" the most charming city
on eapthy "I was disposed ageinst it,fearing that it might distract me
from my one basic tesk,the preparation of Revolution,"”

When he left New York,after a stormy stey of two months,he confessed:

It would be a gross exaggeration to say thet I learned much ebout
New York. I plunged into the affairs of Americen Socialism too quickly,
end I wes stralghtway up to my neck in work for it, The Russlan Revo=
1ution came so soon that I only managed to catech the general life-
rhythm of the monster known as New York. I was leaving for Burope with
the feeling of = man who has hed only a peep into the foundry in which
the fate of man is forged.

He recognized,clearly end strongly, the peramount importance of the
United States for all future international developments -~ politleal,
cultural,social, He kept asking himself: 'Will Burope be able to stand
1t2? Will it not sink into nothing but a cemetery? And will the economic
and eultural centres of gravity not shift to Amerlcat?' Yet he could
afford to make himself scquainted,at least superficielly,with the varied
expressions and tendencles of American 1life, He saw no people but his
next political comrades - many of them were Russians =; he attended no
public getherings but political meetings 1n which he appeared as the

gr Leaut
speaker, In vein we peruse his memoirs curlosity

S

of New York or its vifclinity there 18

Jl—\"‘f, A, b‘ M:} .
W%ﬂe&‘m&&!ﬁ#&__ cetic

attitude excluded all social,intellectual or affectlonal Gom acts with




-Fde
smerican people except a group of active goclalists,

There are plenty of stories concerning his sordld and adventurous
doings 1n the United States - ebsurd anacdotes, invented by his political
foes - oagerly believed end repeated by 1dle goss ip~mongers, lle was an
abominable drunkard end regulsr visitor of an evll dive,neighbouring his
homej he cheated unscrupulously the owner of his apertment,und even went
as far as steeling carpets,furnitures,and pictures; he explored,an active
expert d"n 811 kinds of vices,the wicked querters of San Franclsco. £11
this is the most obvious nonsense,maliciously made up. Yet,in a way, those
fentestic slenders are almost lattering,co apared with a reslity that is

Ayou B L
rather dreary. For the

hebits end vices so lavisnly attribu=
ted to Trotsky's character,would make appear hls peraonu 11Ty | reasaasesmmm.
not only more dubious,but also more human than he ac tually is, The Pro=
phet of Communism had no time nor energy to waste on puerile deba@uches.
#W
P EYsTsrend We have no resson to questlon the accuracy of his own
statement: "My only profession in New York was that of a revolutlonary
socislist."”

He settled down in the Bronx,modestly,among working people, His 1life
was that of a busy journalist or minor politiclanj -:gregerious,though
in an sustere,utiliterian way; develd of wa@g glamour and frivolity;
[Aastpinoup pofte—diy overcharged with work,meetings,dlscussions, The
day after his arrivel he started writing for the Russlan paperj_u
Mir ("The New World'),the editorial steff Wwe of which he joined (later,
He ecollaborated and ergued by turns with hils Rfussian fellow-refugees,
such ss Bucharin whom he did not disllike but thought "too impressionsble,
e lweys influenced,dominuted by somebody"; or Msdame Kolontey,whose

"yltre-left" attitude of thet perlod he ri-:ilcule 1n his memoirs,
particulerly since W%ﬂ later yielded to
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dictator Stelin,the "Traitor of Revolution," ﬁoat of those who used to be
his friends, joined his enemies since,or were Mﬂd by them‘.'!-wm
latar gurdered-nesr-Petrogred;” “Peeminewsklylater.murdered-in-the-Unkratne s
He perticipated in the political ectivities end keen discussions of
the internationsl labor milieu of New York,establishing or renewing con=
tects with s American,Germen,Finnlsh,or Jewi%l?cindq::’ Promptly and
passionately,he launched out into e movement to divide the Seedeidist Party,

biass cowebdng separsting the "left” wing from the "right", For he wes dls=

satisfied with the lukewarm attitude of the Soclal Democrats) m%t—lg

disapproved ardently of their csution,their purely emotional pacifismy
b-lfl:h servile respect for nationael institutions: "Woodrow Wilson meant to
them much more then Kerl Marx..."

America was buaslly getting ready for war - & war which he called with
serdonic m@tkery "the war for liberty and democrsecy." ie noticed that the
new wave of noisy nationalism even touched experienced sccislists,such as
Hillquit,leader of the American Party, le argued with Gompers,a Dutch Jew
end former ciger meker,then leader of the American Federatlon of Labor;
for that old fighter for proletarian rights proclalmed that hgrganiza=
tions Mm-g-um should be kept aloof from polities. Trotsky dilsliked
certain enerchistic,Syndicalistic elements in Compers's conception of an
anti=political labor movement. Also hils #wm violent tempersment reacted

tyectable
wWewwopd o pgalinst luch hﬂrtm veterans of socliallsm as old Schliiter,editor

of the Swwwen Volkszeltung,

Among the younger editors of that German organ,however ,bhene was
e men whose talent and integrity the revolutionary psycologlst prompt 1y
recognizeds Ludwig Lore,then in the beginning of hils Journzlistic cereer,

€aq)
was one of Twss - intimate friends in that perlod. In lore's

otk
Brooklyn home = where,by the wey, had stopped, for some

deys,after his arrival = a group of younger radicals gathered,usuelly once
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a week = on Thursdays - to exchange their opinions and observations,fsens

ond-—hepn-/ They drank tea and cursecd capitalism, The alr was filled with

F

O 7 NPl

the smoke of thelr cigerettes and the ardent exclamations of t indig=
natlon,their inflexible confidence, They welghed the plan of launching
e new Soclallst weekly thet would really represent Whe kiarxian spirit.
They were enthusiastie am;::g meant to be utterly "reslistic.,”
They despised 1llusions,especially 1llusions on Democracy., Trotsky,in his
first contribution to the Novy Mir,hsd announced:

I left a Europe wellowing in blood,but I left with a profound faith
in a coming revolution, And it wes with no demoeratic 1llusions that
I stepped on the soll of this old=enough New Worldese

But the falth in revolution - was it not an 11111.‘!1011’) too? Trotsky end
hils friends were flrmly convinced that the World #War would bring forth
the World Revolution = necessarily,inevitably. They yet ignored in which
country the great process would start; but they had no doubt that the
long expected, keenly: wished=for event,once it hed started,would spread
over the globe _040- triumphantly - ,and that & sounder and better
world would ultimately emerge from infemous destruction and zhastly
slaughter,
i‘hliﬂmnnnm¥0ﬁ¢mmutt&ngfhonolﬁkf£GnmLh&hugJnnAﬂﬂﬁmﬂﬂgﬂﬁﬁmggﬁggéggﬁg&}9
life,one mast remein. ective and. alertynot-only wetchlong but--elso-pro=
moting eetively“the nistordeal«developusnt / Trotaky,in that ei:g-ll;tl year

Ovomehly ~mCond or tht adrwolantconm
of 1917,was so preparing {that nof sumek time was left

for detached observing, 48 he had not yet the possibllity of harsnguing
the Russian masses,in the Red Square of Moscow,he had to content himself
with addressing Sociellst meetings 1n Brooklyn end Newark,Baltimore,
Philedelphia and Pittsburgh, He informed American workers of the involved
situation in Europemm,end that sll problems would be overwhelmingly

solved by the irreslstible revolution, His lucid interpretetions and




=B~

and inspired prophecies made a strong inpression to his listeners,although
he usually needed a translator to make himself understood. For his Engllsh
waes still pretty poor: he was familiar was all "pig" worda,lﬁ-ﬁhnmd-g&&qh

aratlel
lenguegefbut wes helpless when it came to words with less than four syl=

lables, Publicly,he spoke only in Russlan or Germsn.

ey
He was eager to wir&,.ﬂpie"ople - not dollsers.

He was avid fyr power but not greedy for,mﬁhev

J'"J

Political \mass meetings weqﬂnﬁﬁbut the only opportunity he had to

meat from face typ face - thbﬁgh in a certain distance - representatives

o
_:'

of that idolized _Iﬂss the Proletariate. In daily life he was remote from

them thraugh his

i

ellectual fanaticism,his pretentious vocabulary,

But even he who did not understand the language of this country -
neither in & literal nor in‘ffgpégzgg;;caense - ,hed his personal little
impressions of the American mentality: rather w impressions,
to be sure,but amusing and,maybe,significant, He was sincerely touched,
for instance,by the queer "generosity" of a colored doorman who was
to collect the earnest mewes in the apertment house where the Trotskys
lived,end disappeared with the money. The only person,however,whom the
doorman reelly wented to chest,wss the landlord himself. He,therefore,
stole the money excusively of those to whom the landldrd had slready glven
a formal receipt,so that the "capitalist" had no legal chance ¢ e
the emt once more. In the case of Trotsky,however,the noble robber
had made & mistake ss he presumed that the new Russisn lodger already
wes in the possession of the receipt.hgcesﬁ&rr—%o-prﬂtﬁﬁt“htm—ggatn!t
the—tendlondd But Trotsky,not yet furnished with that valuable document,

would have been forced, indeed, t?:_ﬁ:v'ktw = which induced
: thre avomnt (a..f Fle Ieco~F Tid

"
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the honest thief to return the money,secretly and at night.

Trotsky recslls this story with a grim satisfaction,and adds smir=
kinfaly: "This,then,was my first impression of the negro problem in the
United States.

There were two young go-betweens,sprightly snd alert = establishing
a certain indirect intimacy between the Russien genius end ordinary
Americen life. The brizht Trotsky boys,already experlenced in so meny
different idioms end national peculisrities,had sdepted themselves,within

a few weeks,to the

ddr—prpere tempo,the wit and slang of New York youth,
and were on the point of grasping the mysteries of base=ball games,the
funnies in daily papers,snd the various flavours of ice cream sodas,
The boys felt at home in New York = too innocent to reallze the foulness
of capltalism: impressionsble enough to enjoy naively the savage charm
of the incompsrsble city. " ﬂ‘ML N

m
It seems questioneble whether the two youngsta%r_érmally pleased

when the great news arrived: Revolution in Petrograde..

There 1t was,the tremendous event - long-expected,often-prophesied,
and yet mysterious,startling,puzzling,pregnent with sweeplng consequences
not-to=-be=-foreseen, Nobody knew what,precisely,was going on, Authentic
informetions from Russias were more precious and scarce then authentic
kevier, Editors end columnlsts raved; the phone wes ringing incessantly

in the Trotskys's home. Tae &:bllc interest,all of a sudden,focussed
on the Russian radicals,firevhed=peosr considersdybeforeyaas-raiher~cunber=
smv—ﬁow‘}oaena of eager reporters wented to find out from Mr.

Trotsky: What 1s going to heppent He declared: We shall rule in Russla,
From there,the revolution will encroach on Europe and finally conquer
the world, The World War 1s over. The World Revolutlon begins.

The two boys were slmost forgotten,in the midst of this inapiring
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turmoil., The younger one,Serjoshe,was in a hospital,sick with diphteris,
while hls futher,winge&q:;uhappinesa and determination,prepared hustlly
the deperture for Russie, The first day vhdeh Serjosha spent at home
egein,nfter the disease,was hq% femily's last day in New York. The father
was intensely occupled wlth visitors,telephon calls,dictating laat mes=
sages to newspepera and orgenizations - while Madame Trotsky busled her=
self with packing edwisees things,dissolving the household,bldding goodbye
to Fseniensheds riends, Nobody looked after the youngster. LEven his
brother was not sround - probably running some place for father,or dis=
cussing withu%"i;;p:::}or the last time,base-ball news and funnies,

Serjosha grow tired of loltering,all by himself,in thif messy apart=
ment, He declded to venture on & little walk - quite slone,through the
familiar streets of the Bronx,

But the streets were not as famliliar as he had belleved them to be,
Perhaps he wewt walked somewhat further then he had done before,or else
he haed forgotten the topogrephy of the nelghbourhood while he wes in the
hospital, In any case,he lost hls way,went astray and,panicgﬁy,even could

\Eﬁg o 1 Klan
not recall address .dli He sudden felt helpless)and very lonely.
ﬁﬂutﬁﬂt
The people,even the bulldings showe&'lnﬂl,forbidding faces, He was struck
by fear and an overwhelming self-pity, Why was he left so alonef His
parents did not like him any more, He began to aob,-ﬁ‘/we\i)fbitterly- X

4 huge policeman stooped down to him: "wget What's the matter, ;;;;'
Foayiedof His volce sounded comforting - the deep,cordial I-:;‘% of a
wellmeaning glant,

Serjoshs declared,his volice still chocked with teers: "I have lost

my aﬁiai..",f“\ b aaoy,” mgyahod Th (J-‘w/'-"r i’

# few hours later,Trotsky appeared at the police statlon to rescue hils

little boy. He found the youngster playing cards with the cops - lsughing,




perfectly happy. “iaswe—im

The father embraced him,with a vehement,almost frightening tenderness,
"Where have you been?" His voiece sounded strangely pressed. "Ser josha
darling - I was so afraid..."

"So wes your kid,mister," remsrked the gigentic policeman. "In fact,
he eried like a little dog when I found him in the street,quite alone."

Another cop added harshlys "In this country,we don't let the chlldren
stroll through the streets like vagabonds."

Trotsky had a feint,spologetic smile., "I beg your pardon,gentlemen.
I was exceedingly busy,indeed..." He alweys felt s trifle uneasy in the
presence of uniformed officials.

They stared et him with unconcealed suspicion. They disliked his
soft, heevy gccent,his nervous gestures. He looked to them like a pretty
dubious fellow: probebly one of those "subversive elements” who really
should be Mt ﬂauu‘- A fs

The boy was silent as he left with his father.

One of the policemen murmureds "4 cute kid,all right. Much too

good for.the old man. =Zxceedingly busy..." He spit angrily across M

the room,eiming at the spittoon with remarkable skill. "silly old son

of a biteh," he added.

Father and son,meanwhile,merched,hand in hand,toward the Trotsky

taly
home = which was not) their home any more,as Madame Trotsky,in the midst

of an appaling chaos,was just closing the trunks.
"I am very sorry

\ ' O ) Lﬂ"‘*‘"‘
of talking to the boy |as

this Weéweo happen.” Erotsiq had an odd manner .
. o Crnn, gl __&_‘?,"I‘Mtﬁ'vn—J
. id they beat — =

you up?"
The boy shook his hesd,very seriously. "No," he sald. "They were

very kind., I played cards with them. They wanted me to recite a Russian
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car VeI %
poem, But I remembered only a/German ,and some French.

There was 2 sllence, The boy tried very hard to keep with his father

‘ who mede /ewbagmaesly long iepsy paces, 4t lest,Trotsky noticed that Ser joshs

Do
)

gazed at him,eskence end musingly.

"What ere you thinking about?”

"I just wonder..."

"What ere you wondering about?"

"Why do we go to Russia?"

"Russia is our home,Serjosha,"

aay g b

- "But the uncles in the uniformes %—m dreadful thingg heppen~
= here, They®id kill all the nice people..."

"All the nice peoplel" Trd%!ky hed a bitter laugh,nesal and short, He
seemed rather engry., "I knew they would tell you a lot of nonsense..'
Then he added,solemnly: "There is # revolution,in Russla,"

"Must we go there,because of the revolution?"
. it An q::f'
The father nodded gravely. “Yes. We must go there = because = 2 e
revolution,”
nd when the revolution is finlshed," Serjosha asked, "can we return
then to fmerica?"
His father explained: "The revolution naw will be never finished,
The revolution is permenent,"”
Serjosha did not understand the words,but he guessed their mesning.
"So we must steay there,for evert"
"I hope so,” hia father said.,
ohabd
Théﬁhﬁ; whispereds "I am scared..."

% 4
"Seered - of what?" seemed painfully surprised.

"I don't knows.." Serjosha bent his fece,blushin f
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"Don't be afraldl" The father had a strong,fervent volce. "There 1is no
reason to be afraid., You will be very happy,at home,in Russia."

He touched the crown of Serjosha's head,with & solemn tendernesas,as
if he wunted to bless him,

"You will work for the praletarian State, You will serve the Cause,
You must be faithful and reslistic, You must not belleve what those
policemen told you., They don't understend. They don't know what the
Revolution meens, But you,Serjosha - you wlll understand it,one day.

You will realize that the Revolution 1s no horrible thing: but necessary
and begutiful and great., The Revolution is very great., There 1s nothing
greater but Wee Revolution, You must believe this,Serjoshal”

.G.ﬂ f.'e-
His;wss low and memeupgt raucous wlth urgency.

Serjosha still felt on his heed hls father's hand; it was heevy,and

cold,end constently trembled a little., For some reaesson he was suddenly
0V TOma
4 by e great,aching pity; perhaps it was the slightly disturbing
A<

touch of this hsuz; hand thet made feel him so profoundly sorry for his
father, How sad he looked - even when he tried to be happy! 'Dear God,'
Ser josha prayed, 'do let him have a good time,over there,in Russlia.
Anéd try to persuande the people over there that they like him, I think
hhaaeaﬂignﬁ cops didn't like him so very much - I really don't think
they did, But I went people to like my daddy.'

Sometimes he’éecretli?ventura&J;n a hnaﬁgi little prayer,though
he was instructed that there was no such thing as God.

While he still talked to God = in whom his father did not believe =
RE

he heard again the paternal whisper:

"Don't you trust your father,my little Serjo ha;'
- ) g
"Sure I do." sounded & forced,
Jefh.
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"Sure I believe you,dud, We ere going to have a grand time - at home, in
Russias,"” After & peuse,he added,dreaminglys "And leter - I mean,much
later,vhen the revolution 1s over - we come back to America: & I've
promised 1t to the uncles of the pollce, And I mist get wodke for them,
in Moscow. They say wodka 1s swell. The Czar drinks wodka = lots of 1it,
every day,they say. They showed me how the Czar jumps around when he
1s drunk with wodka, They are very funny,you know,"

He laughed h%ppily. He grew very animated as he remembered all the
jokes of his uﬁt‘érmed e, ff&rwnfﬂs

"pDo you like funny people,dad? I do like them. ire tThere many funny

people = in Russia? Is it true that wodke is even better than a chocolate
Sunday? Has the Czar a uniforme? Does he have s hammer and a sickle on
his crown? What i1s Russia like? I wonder,.. Is it really so very blg?
The uncles say 1t's xgzzaﬁbigber than America,and there are many bears,
end people travel around in sleighs,end the whole country is white with
snow, Can you play base-ball,with all that snow? When shall I be old
enough to understand the revolution? Do you think thirteen is old enough,
or mast I wait t1ll I'm fifty,or hundred? Could I become Czar if 1 try
very hard? ire there policemen,in a revolutiont? Do the Russlans lle?

How do you know 1f people lie or not? Do policemen lle more often than

other people? hwmw-ﬂﬂl”md you ever lie,

dad? - & long time ago,l mesn,when you still where a little bof% Did

you lsugh a great desl,at the time? When did you stop laughing? When
did you start to understand the revolution? Wes 1t before I wus born?

Do you think you'll laugh when you see Russia again? Uncles who know how
to laugh,have such funny faces - nice faces,I think: even 1f they 1lie

a little hdgle bit et the seme time,.."

++
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The FPounder of ¢ Stete:

MASARYK.

#llson's Fourteen Points es they were offered to gnd refused by the
respective governments of the Central Fowers,conteined no spef€ific de=
mend concerning the pertitlon of the Habsburg HEmplre,sustrig-Hungery.
#ilson ss well as the leading men in Paris end London were rather in=

Aom e Jow

¢lined,at thet time,to meintain]the construction of thet great Monarchy,

under certein

guerentees which the Empercr Karl of Austria would heve zladly given.
The celeulatlor of the Allied statesmen was,of course,that the Lnemy
Number One was,snd would remain,the Relch rather than sustria, It hardly

seemed wise,therefore,to destroy the Habsburg mupire while lecving the

Releh virtuelly untouched, Such a policy was likely A_én Cheioan oo - W 205
effeinenriiilsen—and—iioyd-Seenge—w/to strengthen,in the long run,
Germeny's pgitentliel power. We heve to admit,today,that this originel
plan of the Allles was more far-sighted end,in many respects,more pro=
mising than the schieme that waa actually carried out sccording to the
Trezty of Verselllenm,

B N1BLAKeS, NOWavVer , Wil Cirrrem—estaibdidds—tre=rttryls ,Tatel

as they~gay be. It 18 an easy,if not e cheap satisfaction to recoumize

and enslyse thewm,leter,when their tragle consequences lonz w€Came obvious.

At certein hnistoricel mdments only one solution appas®™s possible and,

-

.herefora,necessary - desplite of\gll quelms and objections,and even if

tha initinted alropdy discern the germ»dl future disasters in the seeming

triumph of justice, Those who gpe unwilling g or incapable a# 0110090?7’,
the on2 way that is truly he right end good one,™Qugh unknown and
aven daring - thoge” whose political vision 1s erippled DWwgowardice snd

conventlog My be forced,by the lupact of paycologleel condition®p&g

G 1 . AC OIS aven qoor s alDodddiisiederen — ¢ - : rElnered Orltin["‘

(i
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The only sound solution - the cne pertinent way of establisning lasting
'ould have been,in 1¢18,the immediste orgenizatlion,or at least the

;pedunl preparation,of the United States of ESurope.

nowever,falled to grasp and to_unnamplish—éh-fv"frzrendOur task, An histor

_ceill cppurtuniiy anprecadented wnd’ﬂﬁﬁ"tﬂ“b?‘??ﬁﬁﬂtﬁﬁ*ﬂnuer The same

susplosatbus sins fatelly
/:‘,j,nca the unificstion o

centuriss - a utoplan hope and inspiring dream - ,enother moral and poll=

had tc remein what 1t hed been for

ticel - nlso easential,though of comparatively ninor signiflcance

- wea bound to be fulfilled, The smaller nut1onnf$rﬁéé%éeﬁ&4—¥%e#%ms
G?'ﬁunLnian_and—&&ﬂﬂisn—ﬂvprﬂeﬂ4anJFlaimed their independence, Their
urgent aspiretions were justified by the very principles that [lormed the
moral basls of the Fourteen Points, Thomas G.Masaryk,exlled leader of
the @ Czech people,had poignant erguments to convince Wogdrow Wilscn,

who then eonaidered himself,end actually seemed toc be the omnlpotent

erbtton ity fustousnt coolcBation auk gusienol) S

“#i circumstences jworked togoesar in fevour of the Czech patriot

—

and potentisl founder of Czecho-Slvakia, e sald himself,with an almost

Nepoleon=11ks confldences "I am fesrless ms [ belleve ln my .ft.r.

e — p— ———

The way hed been long end tedious: Masaryk was en old man - glxty=-
AT Tra' e
24ght - when his hour,the hour of Czecho-Slovekie, finally . His §tar,

p ASTY
too,weg glfaming over an humble stally,fer his fauther was s coachman,

somewhere in Bohemla - a so-called "freedmen",which is s ruther parado=
xical designation for a servant who could make no declision of his own

with regard to changing his residence or his occupetion,

, VY ik
OUne has to work ;oust be tenaclious,feithful end strong

rﬂ* "'\' ' -'{w
to follow the" ‘alnﬁing'ahine of the star,from HUCh/hQEE;i?Ef@innlnga
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to dizzy helghts never dreamed-of, How many yeurs of 20lld preparatlon,
of thinking, learning,graduzl maturing! The pennliless lad,scn of § & mald
end e choschman,wzs distinguished by judiclous teachers for his unususl
gifts, He was ensbled to study - philosophy,in Viennsgzend Lo iz 1 g e bmedone-

btained the doctor's degree

for gn esssy on the Immortulity of the Soul!.mwwm

(132 Tt The firat srticle he published = when he was
wlabprate
twonty-six - dealt with Plsto. iiia Premewss 8tudy on Suicide "as » mass
phenomenon in present deys" still represents,according to his own judge=

ment,hie "basic confession",the very resumé of his wisdom, e who under=

atood,if not forgave,all kinds of g humen weaknesses ,dwerserr—rrrory
sbominated,with an almost purltsn severety,the dark fascination cof death,
The love ?“ death 1s,1in his opinion,the most elarming symptom of mental
JSCOTrTn o8~

& 3 for it isolates the human soul,estrangéng 1t from its pro=
ductive tesks,meking i1t selfish and sterlle, #We may,by the way,well re=

—y A

member that 1t Mes the German people whom a great psycologlst

observed that they were,as the only people on eerth,madly "in love with

0
death. 6 oni

A am
¥esaryk,who wes to become the liberetor of his country from _r(éw

voke,was opposed as & philosopher to the German spirlit in meny of 1ts
typicel menifestations, He admired Gosthe and Beethoven,the greatest
Germzns and st the ssme time great citizens of the world; but he(deeply

distm1-=t9:iYu certaln floeting German romanticlsm with its gloomy sympethy

for desth; alsc he recognlzed fihe hostile im and potenti
tl vu}%a«u o {atry ¢i tse _
in the Germsn cult of Organliza Aetnqtnbl_ to Masaryk In Dotn

versions - jes reactionsry nationalism and us revolutlonery wateriallam,

There are elements of sn spodictic brutality - snti-humsnistic ¢lements

preveiline in the Germen philosopny,from Kant to Hege l from Nietzsche
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incompatible with Mesaryk's vast and limpid conception of Humrnism,

He was,by neture and conviction,anti-radicel,antl-hysterical - a
moderate,reconcilatory spirit rather than a philosophiec extremlst. lils
mellow,well=balanced mind represents,indeed,a rare compound of mlldness
and determination,pugnecious courage and tolersnce, Perhaps he was no
"genius" as he lacked in the sinister greatness,the frantlc egotism
cheracteristic for thet intricate phenomenon., But he certainly was a
"great man" as he combined will power with kindness,passion with reason,
an extreaordinery sensibility with perfect health,both Intellectuel and
somatie,

He did not consider the great man beyond the lews of ethles,nor did
he believe that great aims justify dirty means, He was convinced no
accomplishment could be lasting unless it 1s based on Truth, The appli=
cation of force was,in his opinion,excusable or,under certain cireumstances,

sven necessary; but never the use of lles,
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i1t seems superfluous,if not unsuitable,to emphesize his genuine love of
peace - his natural horror of war, How could he feel otherwise,being viesé
who he was? = a religious aoclalia’ﬂﬁi-umnnitarian thinker, The pecifism,
however , he adq%;d to,was no inflexible abstraection but a reagsonable postu=

lete connected with life itself, It was to be ebandoned, for certain perlods,

under certaln ccmditionsj.ﬁt was 8 reslistic or conditionel pacifismg - in

contrast to the 1nte£a1,uncond1tional pacifism as bb=swes preached and
propegated by Tolatoy,

Masaryk vislted the great Russlan novelist several times,and among the
topics they dlscussed mogjﬂzeelously,the problem of Paclfism played &
predominant role, Tolst@,at that time,tsas no more who he used to be,in

the creat ije préime of his youth and menhood - the powerful narrator , feew

4004000 Te omn avhogsodlen
=njobjective,nlmost God-like,the realistic anc&"‘hn»pmd bard of both

liar and Peace Th@' egelng mester and counterfeit peasant whom Masaryk
‘..::.. ] }'fay 9 -"taﬂmf"r JI'I.AI' —r

a
met at Jesnaja Poljanajhad long become H’gardant moralist,obsessed with

fixed ideas,almost maniscal - degrading deliberately his own natural grest=
ol A A
nesslthe vast complexicity of his genius to the stubborn eloquence of

a travelling preacher, It was this half-senlle Tolstoy = satill great,still

mysteriously moving,even in his decline - who had proclsimed that "Uncle

Tom's Cabin” was more significant than “HEW

ﬂmmwho-bed—g-m-ﬁi-ﬁm&&;fand who kept repeating, frermmdmr=go

Fromir=rtwibeos] "Peacel pescel pescel - under all circumatancea,uh%#
Mand at eny pricel There 1is no cultural value,no political or national

aim worth wedde sscrificing mmman lived for itj=eedn.” lesaryk tried to
perry the obstinate pathos of his host with swift and reasonable
N €Ottt -0

el
erguments: That the jwpritcwidmm—es force be inevitable findeedynes

eosenwyf for defense purposes,to prevent the victory of esggresslon,or U
vital
to ucealernte certein pememewrd developments that otherwise could not be
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accomplished,

Thus they argued - two stern idealists and mighty creators - ,and then
seperated - the one to finish his eplc life work: the other to continue
the eple of his life,

It was in Russiles where Masarys#k had admired and refuted Tolstoy's
ethical redicalism - and where,some years after Tolstoy's death,he had
to prove that his own moral philosophy was compatible with the hard neces=
sitles of politieal 1life, Paradoxlcally enough,lt was the HWorld War that
eppears as the turning point in the career of thils actlive humanlst:he
owed the deeisive chance of his 1life to the most gigantie slaughter in
history. He reallzed thls,end stated with a rather terrifying objectivity:
"A war of four years was better for our csuse than a short war would
heve been,"

It was only after the finsl collupse of the Central Powers that the
Czech people could hope to obtain what they desired so passionately -
their national independence. They did,therefore,everything in thelr power
to sabotage £11 sctions of the Habsburg government, Czech soldlers deserted
the Austrien army,while in Prague and other Czech cltles an orgenized
underground movement,the nationalistic Maffis,undermined and disturbed

ddﬁs;&arztgz.;m G
the suthority) Masaryk and hils exlled friends,meanwhlle,tried to influence
public opinion in the Western countries and to obtain from the Allles
WArAOASd recognition of the Czech National Committee as & legal government,
Edward Benesh was untiringly asctive in Parils,collaborating with General

Milan Stefenik,a Slovak,who hed jolned the French Alr Force.

e
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"I doubt very much,” later saild, "1f I could have managed

- /P Y] i
the whole thing without Beneshees" A 'Hm» “:p*‘l"t“‘a pf m‘a".é’ ,F’{JMHH:“,
am Pacia, Lpmshon o~ ! v o kR :
The work they had tojydo was rather tedlous and J-B-nmoh-,
grech-eause;”
uuwkﬂmwmﬂmmrml "It was a question

of methemetical calculation,ell those four years... How many articles I

hed to write and to repeatl Because the people knew so little about Austria-
Hungaryees"
Foople knew still less about the Czechs - until the world was suddenly

stertled by dramatiec reports concerning a Czech srmy belng formed in

Russia! Bo,000 men,well-trained,well-equipped = ready to join the £llles.

Maseryk's md intention had originally been to form a Czech army out
of refugees,scattered in England, France,Russla,the United States. The
nggﬁ'slaﬁwever,declined this project as he distrusted refugees who were
C‘Ipoﬂy to fight their Imperial ruler (even if that monarch heppened to
be dﬁ‘ < snemy...) The plen,therefore,had to be renounced,for the time
being,ns the bulk of Czech refugees had found haven in Russia, It was only
after the downfall of the Czar that lasaryk wes casmy able to carry out
his intention: he rushed from London to St.Petersburg, furnished with a

false passport and the firm confidence 1in his Star.

8 'Mwww 50,000

men who had lived in Russia as prisoners of war
mm%ﬂmﬁu——’, r z were to see actlve service

sgein: thelir ney chlef,ea piofeasor with a soft black hat and a soft,ex=
(!&szlﬂl

pressive voice, thems "You will heve the honor to fight for the
Independence of our nation, Our alm 1s to joln the army of our power=

ful allies,in Frence, The question 1s only how to reach that countryees”
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They could hardly hope to fight their way through the territorles oc=
cupied by /iustriens and Germans, Their scholarly generalissimus made &
awift declsions We must travel sround the world., Our NekiesCEeeye
3ter will lesd us through the pleins of Slberie,to the shores of Japan
and aeross the Pecific; from San Francisco to New York,over the Atlantic,
and to the battlefields pmm.,m;
From there,st last,the stnr{ﬁg;”guide ug homewards: Ragmeessle the besutiful
city of Prague is awelting us,the nation of ths Czechs keeps preylng for
our glorious return. Forwardl Long live Czecho-Slovakie,aur mbsemesomnbeyh.
The mild volee of his unassuming suthority proved more inspiring
than the hersh co:ﬁé}xds of any professional officer., The army-without-a=-
country performed the tremendous task = marching through a Russla con=
vulsing in the painful birth of totel revolutlon,a chaotic Russlia - vast,
hostile, full of unknown dangers, The Democrutic governuent that had sue=
ceeded the Czer,collapsed: to power ceme Lenin esnd Trotsky. The Bolshevists,
under German pressure,began to molest the Czechs. Trotsky,supreme chief
of the Soviet militury forces,sttempted to stop,to intern the exlled army.
Collisions occured; asctual struggles took place. The Revolutlonary Go=
vernment regerded Massryk's troups es a tool of "yeatern Imperialism";
the Czech officers recelved orders directly from the Allled General Staflf.
They meant a potentisl menace to the fighting Bolshevists,desplte thelir
amell number end alleged indifference to domestic Russian affairs, Yet
they represented th only jeeddwsemippedpwell-organized militery formation,
in the mldst of J general dissolution, Already the Czechs controled pertly
the Trenssibirian Rellwey.
it that time,the generalissimus with the soft het and the inspiring

voice,already wes on his way to the United States = an elo:glent herald
a 19 1
of his globe-circling army., He hgd ceught e trainjow
@ (f e ntay of Trw rabantha <on awN)ea .
ring the seventeen o' the journey to Japan,he drafted a lengthy




-53=

program - bold,detalled,comprehensive: outlining the future structure of

gupope,with an indepdndent Czecho-8lovekla as & nucleus of the comlng
; éeae':' ¢l I"-:'g e
ol peaceful Democratic ntates,MM:mmml

From Japan he mailed a long letter to Presildent Wilson,ennouncing his
arrivel and expleaining his immediste intentlons, He had no reaeson to
Mﬂmf-lg
doubt that this document e studled with intelligent understending,
end that he,the errant emlssary of s subjugated people,would be recelved
wilth genulne syﬁatlﬂ on Americen soil, Yet he had mo @ adequate conception
T e {bM -d'-{,“t Ml !‘pM‘-\ & )%é# . '

AT AT s ittt s 162 oy

He hed been in thls country twice before = :in 1l0o4,when he dellvered
a series of lectures on American universitles and for Czech organizationas;
and,for the first time,in 1878,to fetch hils fisncbe,am Charlotte Garrigue,
an Americen girl of Daniah-Hugamut desgent, He had met her in Lelpzig

: ooty — TRL Amanyie,
when he wen atudﬂ.d‘ there] she was spiritual,attractive,understanding.

Thev read eloud to each other - Hume,and Pleto,end Goethe = ,went to
coneerts; he fell in love,followed her to America,she became his bridej
Their first child,Alice,was born in Vienna,ln 1879.
It wes an ldeal marriege. They had much in common - intereats and be=
1%. She participated in his intellectual endeavours and political
Qetlryrtien:

. She had lesrned the Czech lsngusge,end belleved passionately in
the Injotondesd mission of the Czech people, On the other hand,she influen=
eed his thinking,his moral end religlous attitude, They were perfectly
attuned as two fine violins, lie once stateds "I may have taught her varied
things,but she formed my character,”

The four years of the war were the first long perlod of their merried

1ife they had to spend seperated from each other, Madame Masaryk had

been imprisoned in Pregue; /mericen women organization finsally obtained
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her release. The husband,however,was informed of her deplorable state:
she was sickly,elsrmingly undernourished. Their daughter Alice was taken
in custody,at Vienna,along with Benesh's wife = while Jan Masaryk, e
son of M“exiled traitor” ,hed to wear Austrian uniform as an offlcer
in the Hebsburg army. Another son had dled during the war. Those gloomy
conditions of his family 1life darkened the effulgent hepplness of his
Americen days.

His entrunce in Chicago,on May 18,1918,almost m:tched the triumphent
receptions Kossuth hed once experlenced =- only that the popular enthuslasm
stirred up by Masaryk was besed on morn solld feelinga and favoured by
political circumstences, Now,wlth Amerlca tt‘::;.nb dﬁ war,dasaryk's cleim for
help provoked no delicate dlacussion about intervention or non=intervention,
He appesred es a confederate of America's alllea - as & representative of
that future world thet wes going to be made :af‘a for mocracy. The eple
story of his homeless army increased hi%. Pr=rreer—atd
oS e welien 8.0.84 50,000 <0fsthems *Hrotrr-towenddags, 801 11ude pl.i

ble¥. ISR8RE e RELed, on At tnallymon=tiocpolinty Ho Folde e Ta 0 st oc,
FFING  the e 1008 = a0  sepeehedge. 2 Vet unparalleled in hlstory ok

He hsd friends in the United States, = meny of them. There was the

family of his wife,end the people who had liked and admired him when he

DAt
had lectured here,years ;
NMWMW and there wer hundreds of

His most

thousand of Czechs.
important friend,however, f—wte~dvcimive—nelpon he was going to meet,
in Weshington,a month and one day efter the lorious reception in Chilcago.
He wes introduced to Preaident Wilson lﬁ:‘r@ mutubl friends in a
cordial,personal wey, The two men met as collegues,as a pair of thinkers,

scholers end mumenitarians, They liked each other from the very beginning.
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Mesaryk wes impressed by Wilson's personality,and later declared that
he did not notice "that streek of vanity of which so much has been saild,"”
Yet the visitor was not without eriticism towsrds the political tectics
of the President. On Europesn affuirs he found the President "unsufficlent=
ly informed as to details." He suggested Wilson ought to select some men
for his steff of advisers from the resnks of his politlesl opponents end
bring them over with him to Europe. The President,however,explsined his
refusal by edmitting: "I am stubborn beceuse I came from a Scoteh family.'

- "snd so he brought no Republicen with him to Europe,s mistake.”

Masaryk, however,counld be stubborn as well, Flnally he succeeded in
convincing his powerful partner that the Czech people nelther would nor
should accept eny guarantees from the House of Hebsburg; - "We had been
betreyed more then once by Austris-Hungary;" - that the partitlon of the
Monerchy was inevitable: thet Czecho-Slovakia must be independent for
reasons both politicel snd moral, Masaryk later recelled,with gratitude
and emotion,the moment when the President,at last,gave his fdm declslve
consent: "He reminded me of & king who with e nod seals a sentence of
deathe.s"
Whet an amazing sltuationl = unequalled,elmost falry-tale-likel

Those two professors - discuseing in a cosy and yet solemn intimecy the
future of millions of people,of a continent. A nalve obssrver would be
inclined to take them for two historians,philorophlically detached from
wordly end timely strife, Thelr gestures are as soft and moderete and
slightly pedentic as their volces, Both look dignifled - immeculately
dressed, They listen to each other with peclite attention, They seem keenly
but not pessionstely interested in the toplc of thelr lengthy conversation.
Whet might it be they discuss? The Trilal of Socrates? The erchitecture of
E:yptian Temples? - No. They are busy overthrowing oﬁgfggé oldest,most
powerful monarchies in Burope. Wilson just remerks,with s sort of casual

gravity: "You are right,Pmefessesmy Austria-Hungary must be divided.,"
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This wers the great,the decisive moment: the actual events,followlng
awiftlff:;é;nothing but the spectucular consequences of thils intimate
historclal dreme = the urben conversation of two scholars in the twilight
of a studio. On June 350,1918,Nasaryk came to an agreement with the American
Sloysks - the Treaty of Pittsburgh whfgﬂk%gg to play an importsnt role in
the disputes between Slowakes and Czechs, Un Octcober 18,the sclemn De=
¢larstion of Independence of Czecho=-8lovekla was slgned by Masaryk,Benesh,
and Stefanik - and on November 1l4,Masaryk,then still sojourning in America,
was elected by the Natlional Asssmbly in Prasgue First President of the
Republic, He recelved the news at a banquet in the Independence Hall in

Philedelphia. In the same room thet had once witnessed the birth of the

United Statesa,Thomes G. Masaryk, Liberator Patrise, now halled the final

independence of his own country,

Unegeniably,theﬂe were memorable hours,singular in the bilography of an
individual as well as of a nation, Yet the pletonle dlscussion between
the two learned gentlemen in the White House 18 aven more memorable,and
singuler in a more thorough sense of the word, Platonic it was indeed,that
discunsionﬂ = in various respects, Not only that the phlleosophic detachment
of thelr conversation - atrangely contrasting with the enormous reallty
of the topics involved = exhaled that serene dignity famlliar to all ad=
mirers of Plato's limpid and sagaclous disloguess the scene 1ltself,the
very group of those two talking men,seems to follow a Platonic pattern =
to fulfil & postulate of the wise Athenlen., For 1t was Plato who had
¢laimed,in his book on the State,that the community should be ruled by
philosophers; that the wisest,moast cultured men should wield the power,
The traditional entithesis between Jesus and Cesar - one of the central
problems in Massryk's intellectual 1life - dissppears,or loses its harshness,

in the sublime formula of the philosophic ruler,the ruling ph%!}onophtff

Nat:pmal
contrasts,too,seem under the urban sceptre of philosophy,
“Ymoo Aow

|

0




Culture,though the strongest end purest form of nutional self-expression,
vorke as g connecting force rather than as e seperating one,

Men such a8 Wilson and Mesaryk truly represent the character of their
respective nations; and yet they seem akin to each other,notwithstanding
the basic fdel differonces of their individusl and national physiognomies,
For they are connected through something higher ,more velld end more es=
sentisl than blood end race, Rer Bcth ere thoroughly impregnated by
Christisn ethiecs and the great traditions of Cccldental civilization.
Both deserve the honorable designation of Citizens of the World. They
anticipete = not in theory but through their lively example = the coming

type of men: the super-nstional type, - only concelvable representative

of 8 future civilization which will be doomed unless it overcomes the
discstrous folly of nationslism,

"The New Man... will be the result not merely of external politics,
but principelly of internal.” Woodrow Wllson wes likely to subscribe
this axiom of Thomes Masaryk, Both firmly belleved 1n the pedugogilc
mission of Democracy,which is entirely based - according to a definitlon
by Masaeryk - "upon the faith in ¥en,his sublime value,the lmmortality
of his soul.," He was not blind for the dangers Iinherent 1in the Democra=
tic system, Also,he regarded none of the existing Democracles as perfect
or really saltsfactory,as the form of state he wented was to be Socialistic
Yet he was opposed to any form of tyranny,inecluding Comminism,send thought
Demoeracy "ethically justified,being the political reelization of the
Christien principle of brotherly love," Both,he and Wilson,were more

keenly concerned with the
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the ethicel besis of state and politics then with politicel tactics. Nelther
of them desplised or neglected po'verj(mmwm
Bodioal-poimt—of—view—~f but both egreed upon the tenet that "#Right mukes
¥ight" ,sherply disepproving of any idoltry of brutal force, Both cherished
snd sctively promoted a new,inspiring vislion of e truly civilized world
where tolersnce and helpful understending,practical Christianjty and justice
would wield their mild,productive suthority, Both were 5 e g
that the end of thet horrid tribulation,the First World Wer,may prove the
beginning of a happler era - and that they,Woodrow Wilson and Thomus Masaryk,
were chosen by Providence to orgenize this universale peace,

Their noble plans,efter a short perilod of seeming realization,were
abominably spoiled: two decades leter the world looked more chaotic then
1t even dld in 1218: the civilization which they wanted to save esnd im=
prove,1s virtually on the verge of collapse,

Does such glgentic fallure refute the ultimate truth of their

principles?

It is 1s senseless to lament'nbout the meanness of a world in which
the disbolic elements,the tendencles toward destructive barbarlsm,wlll
always remsin powerful,openly or underneath, It 1s unfair and silly to
laugh st the utopisn idealism of two intellectuals who overrated the
!ﬂ.ci’unf- 't‘ﬁ&uf‘ ¢ catory,

- - of higher spiritusl forces, The kiiu-phfbf mechenized
armices wew can destroy,for a certain while,the 1life work of a great flghter

and welle-menning thinker such as Thomes G, Masaeryk,but 1t cennot depreclate

:fuuxﬂ'
e vhat he end performed. W

tdmeeand. lnspiriog/ R A

Maseryk,es he returned [from America to his homeland,in 1918, ewdumiennds-
dwydid not foresee the tragedy of 1938, But who would dare to foretell
the Slmmmmbenmabbons o zreat changes end developments Destiny has 1ln store

for us and for generations to come? Maseryk = genlus of petience; hero of
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endurance = had to wait for half & century before his 1deas materislized.,

g aabtoa. ale

peir T peewerefudftdledy Shell we Wainese live to '.'JitnemPEHm"'
A LT e

rection of his bold and rembbetde dream? But then the dresm will have grown

even bolder - hardened and emplified through the very forces that now try

witrate

a
to m it, The future Maseryk will have to liberete and unify,not

only a country,but a continent. And may he find,then,a friend and helper
0("\ f‘d ‘tj&.fﬂ' .ﬁ\‘p{"f _'_o_rf f‘tl‘. 4&1"” 'é-."‘-__L - 2
a8 NUmET #nd falfhful a8 Wilson was,but even stronger jwesemdsedng and

more inspired,and more favoured by Fute, Then the great scene may repeat

itself,under even more promising eusplces. A white house; two mgn,talking
softly,politely; discussing the fruitful colleboration of two ml hty
Unions - European snd American =-;sesking,honestly and intently,the one
solutiond thet will guarantee a safe and decent 1life for tho % Pnknown
(0Ar L
millions outslde,on both sides of the ocean, For the coming ruler:t

La

realize what Masaryk had grasped -: thet 1t 1s not enough to conquer the
they must be satisfied - and thet no solutiond can ever be

masses,bu
lasting,unless it is conceived end nccomplﬁ}&id in helpful sympathy for
those who rlso serve es they stand end weit - and walt.,.

ot
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endurance - had to walt €s half a century heforg his iLl:‘.aa:s'\"(D ter alizeg~
ftmﬂ < sl L
gty

sd his-hovessyere-fulfdiddeds Shall we WAbmews live to witness resur=
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rection of his bold and ressdsdée dream? But then the dresm will have grown

ote

even, bolder - hardened and smplified through the very forces tha%ow tryw?
(h‘d L
to v 1t. The future Maseryk will have to liberate and unify,not

?"d only country,but a ent. And may he find,then,a friend and helper
A <

_E,onti
s (ewr qope of The Atlomtre) s w2 P - AR
as human and@fﬂthful as Wilson was,but even strongerﬂﬂ il J

> : ,and more favoured by Fate. Then the great scene may repeat

itself,under even more promising esuspices. A white house; two mén,talking
softly,politely; discussing the fruitful colleboratlion of two mighty
Unions - Huropean snd American -;seeking,honestly and intently,the one
solutiong that will guarsntee a safe and decent 1ife for those unknown
millions outside,on both sides of the ocean. For the coming rulers

z‘“'{/'4““’/;145115.353 w}%fi{_t _?'_.aaaryk % -: that it is not enough to conquer the
[}

masses,bu hey must be satisfied - and thst no solutionf can ever W@

zaﬁ is el carnred
12 ot Al concelved and in helpful sympathy for

those who also serve &s they stand snd wait - and wait...

o+




_The Prophet of Revolution:

TROTSKY.

Leon Trotsky,a successful wrlter BndL?nsucceSqful statesman, has
'ﬁ"-ﬂ P &
2 hasughty contemptzsg those who are/‘concerned ﬁoemgptm&&gﬁ with

15 Scex
the "private" problems of 1life. He Mespi dmly what he calls
P :

"fictitious values",such as humen love and generosity,patriotism,

freedom,or the solace of religion. A1l these notions and aspiration§

’ 9‘_".
are,in his opiniocn,not only chimerical but also objectively

o
as they distrect mvman mind from the sole task and mppose?&%ﬂy
LJ'{?I‘»\‘_J-Q v\.tlb\_ﬁ, ——
sSpttens

- FErcITrerend-eivaye-mret-reneiny fevolution.

o a
s L

as absurd,if not as sbominable,as lﬁ_@g.—tﬂ?hocrisy.

- =

mm—a&y%e h.as nﬁ;i‘\fﬁ"&: respect nor pity for the victims

of exnloitaticnﬁ' who lament inqt‘t;x'auof fight ing.

o ehello . e E-doRrEIryy He believeg in an

thet=Ts IInked —mﬁ?’fﬁﬁ'ﬁ:y
A9 f!: 'jfp 9L} htﬂh fét A.J\a #{.

universalg,total, permanent

Revolutiong - which will not only bring about the ultimate solution
of all earthly problems,but slready 1s,in itself,e purifying process,

embracing "everything that lead$ humanity from out the dark night

of the circumscribed whght.,"

The movement is no doubt irregular and crooked,but the tendency
is constant. What every government does in turn in favor of re=
volution becomes inviolable; what is attempted against 1t passes
over like a cloud: I enjoy watching this spectscle,in which I under=

stand every single sign; I observe these changes in the life of the
world as if I had received their explanation from sbove; what op=
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presses others,elevates me more and more,inspires and fortifies me; how
can vou want me to accuse destiny,to complain about people and curse them?

Destiny - a laugh at it; end =s for men,they are too ignorant,too enslaved
for me to feel anno\brnd at them,

etshy fustes
WM the last page of his Autobiog'aﬁﬁ‘%hese words written

b_ the French socialist Proudhon in a prison cell,and adds sxpesesky sk

M
M\:ﬁ?ﬂ be_i{fﬂ-hem; "despite their slight savor of ecclesiastlical eloquenec.
The High Priest of Revolution - detached and haudhty:bleased with the

posseasion of absolute Truth = has nothing but ley contempt for any ame

Wﬁ-smantal angde, His

withering glance —¥gezapproechnof maudlin curiosity. Yet we cannot

bt e
b)piiyeirsg moved,in a simple and human fashion,by the

s atd Ria SL'#M} '
_Ti'r_a%ﬁ:; ?ﬁ%;ﬁn of hlé.%,but

home less,powerless in reality; pushed from one country t&to another -

an harassed pilgrim,the Eternal Jew,burdened with his exorbitant intels=
ligence,his tremendous hatred; surrounded by doclle disciples,visible and

JL.S CMgons ¢ N
invisible foes,and A bmdeneeofzhis grendzend¥obdy memories.

No poet would desre to invent the breath-taking drama that 1s Leon
Trotsky's life - with its spectacular climax,that short and violent inter=
lude of fulfilment and realization. Between two endless perlods of exlle

he bore the Mblﬁwresponqibi lities of actual rulership,the outrages,

Cishnendy Wlal-a Sa $
jo s and horrors of sm almost unlimited power.
Cnrzaﬂ_mu hoost aud all o etheys
hose years o £pdl of sinlster splendor, #i¥z those=other ades
)'-@1 ﬂLsML -
o S NSV Q. ot en 1 1o wine—them - that constant martyrdom in

squalid hotel rooms,dreary flats,rented villas - somewhere in France,
Austrie or Switzerland,then in Turkey,then in Mexico. &:}:_he monotony,
the ever-lasting tension,the proudly concesled despair of those long murky

evenings,torrid summer days,rainy afternoons in the fall! -ﬁ,[hoa_e count=
less hours,empty and restless,@om;-sith Zigantic plans far-reachiyg G&J

calculations; pondering on the world w
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AV fatgglr
Lno—worid situation, cursing his enemieq‘é’nalysin@heir mistakes

always e tadiess o
and crimes; .ao;‘otm.hlg—plm e return to Russis glesanabch~power,

- nesm ad o Yo e oves aﬁta,um

(73 | £ o 'é» F
HMW dn ﬁﬁa [E‘hjﬁ ﬁ'legi“é’l&fﬁ:y of nff%.c
White wlro The 2 dJ%Eg # ko errasd eyxwaYence :
rantexistencel w

whet-en rience, —to-follow him-for—a-

NG al one Bor'sd o @noTho,
wiaddeq to M.ﬁis deily 1ifem&éﬁﬂw&at one or

another station of his wandering.

3

Oy

4 . JW’H{- 5 awumﬂ_ﬁ,/ 2Pis is the

L &-MM
harbour of New a—-b-ho-&h&-&ly mist -of -a-peiny morning-one-can

Y rkj,
£ am s -{:h&uﬂ Aises da “\..1.»‘-1‘
line e? the tall b MM—M?.

e wet mountein faintly profiled ageinst the j% horizon.

The boat bap stopped at three o'clock in the morning. Everybody
7))
yaked up. Leon Trotsky paces the deck - = heavy and gloomy figure,
in his long,heayy overcoat, His wife follows him {ﬁ"a docile shadow.

«cho Bt Emz,# .u_ﬂ,
The two young boys s this the New World,papa?" The\vjr

askﬂ in several languages,#s French and German and Russian -‘-ﬁ::’f?/
?Am’up in - many different countries. 'LheY%M e
elegant Mﬁ-(m. with the chidren\“h the concierge,in Paris;
gy understood the jokes of the coatchmen and soO ldiers in Viennsa,
and tiwes even learned jgee to speak German with that awkward and
trust-inspiring Swiss accent., Now,they are supposed to learn English.
They ﬁgﬁ'ﬁ practised it withh the wedsike stewards and suilora.,dﬁt
the father does-not like the =£ng}tmaﬂamf

"gat-ce que c'est le Nouveau Monde,papa?"

doer mot
He hes & dreary,almost angry wey of nodding. le handls secemg 40

Bty queition i

— e —

The boys "Shall we stay here & long time,papa?"

Fu .S
gjﬂ&g!mmm "IE all




depends on the developments in Europe... 1 have reasons to believe

" g
that the Revolution... 4J¢fi *%36“9*‘!5_15K’9

The Revolution... The youngsters repest the"magic_ﬁ5far§s other
nIGhT Say !
children Chrigtmas,
,‘MfW(Wﬂ"
Madame Trotsky hgpe: "The boys will catch a cold - they shou ld

go to the dining room, It's terribly cold out here. What an icy wind!

1
Ay ow 3 nooll s
Serjosha needs a new coat..."

Here I was in New York,city of prose and fantasy,of capitalist
sutomatism,its streets a triumph of cubism,its moral philosophy
that of the dollar. New York impressed me tremendously because more
than any other city in the world,it is the fullest expression of our
modern 8ge.

?h;fia;g *au.a.J?si @hm&L{i} heahan, f—h 4 g‘u&{ﬁ’; |M1 ‘*’Li ‘g
S R S i obis See 27 Tolobi s chscutons
o " /Jj

volume My Life,concerning thj character of the world's greatest city.

dﬁ SR AN TmcmL,.jhUMAuh' :
Amerieun~metropuliaraa&naq

"New York = with its sutomatic unconcern for the man without e
check book,technically perfected to suck the marrow from human
bonesS..."

Ths luas
h Yok Zng pbserved in s rather remarkable essay on Céline's novel

-
#

@')
g

—

/

Jouﬁ#t; to the End of the Night, That desperate French nihilist, now=

et d
L'-'([u

sver - Louis-Ferdinand Céline - had actually seen New York - btisswmsi

A1
if only its nightmrism,the abjectness and filth and revolting

E

PAVER. 2
&PiJ ruelty of the city. ﬂho-quesh&on-4a_4£-ﬁp¢#okn—hehaniiy-eaw-Heﬂ
L—*Eprk. e was deaf and blind,for all his psycological and social
-i'.«'l‘l.-g;' : —

- sblinded by his fixed ides,his idol and obsession -

w

the Revolution.

[ One womdonn
'k\ .?k»'ai_




-
WMw—r-wmm.m«hmm_masou- about
the—conditions. .ol hunman~tife,;urless-one-roeally-cares ~for-human beings?
Yob-tho-factremains that-the fanatie reformer,possessed the-sbstractum

< Jep
2 f‘j of-nie-lCauselynoglects or-dteslikes-most menifestations of human-nabure
g“""-ﬁ'g P 1o [ﬁ‘nd ;f.,-qoi- W gy 0 (huddes
g‘,? 3)3 'Wat Trotsky had to say,or had not
<. Fi "
5, 3 3 to say,sbout his impression of Paris. He admits,with g rather hesso
2 Sy :
;3 4| horrifying sinceréty,that he triled to "ignore" the most charming city
= | :
jj\ﬂ_)\d on earth: "I was disposed against it,fearing that it might distract me
¥ &
gé 4 from my one basic task,the preparation of Revolution."
3
& jj__g When he left New York,after a stormy stay of two months,he confe ssed:
-~
By 7 It would be a gross exaggeration to say that 1 learned much about

New York. I plunged into the affairs of American Socialism too quickly,
and I was straightway up to my neck in work for it., The Russian Revo=
lution came so soon that I only managed to catch the general 1life~
rhythm of the monster known as New York, I was leaving for Europe with
the feeling of a man who has had only a peep into the foundry in which

the fate of n is forged.
Ay oo Eaﬁf o : ,La[

United States for all future international developments -~ politiecal,

,the paramount importance of the

cultural,social, He kept asking himself: %111 Burope be able to stand

- do nedied fo a Pxaveyad ?
= it? Will it not ' ¢ And will the economic

hift to .gmeric?' ¥Yet he could
auf- . t.ui/ﬂ\ 7

,

avity not s
21;.- L?{ '

expressions and tendencies of American life. He saw né‘ﬁ%ph but his
(1B
Aext political comradeajw meny of them ®Wewer Russians -; he attendea no

25
< §
i
2

af
public getherings but political meetings faw which he appeared as #%e )
U maamamis

‘g\:; T"""‘-‘-- Speaker¢ J 2 : BLs - q memo : = ’ - i 21TV s v- s FLF

(8]
g | pb-lew-¥orit-or—ibsivipednd by there 18 no reference,

AU meetodl awiltl
3‘; e i e ,Wﬂmmh cultural ascetic
/

H&c_‘mu.‘]—uud 5t )
Vs, cni‘iuA.in\,ﬁ Yo QU
eal

A

i

sttitude excluded all social,intellectual or & contacts with

&_




)%f/t gt\‘“ Hauw a E-me_,{(- A A

americen people. excep of active socialists.
RaOM L._Lﬂ%lmd b4 Fesse mﬁ{‘{g_ﬁxﬂ.j h‘\ﬂ—il &, b}
There are p.].né-‘t atoribsjconcdrning His sordid and adventurous

doings in the United States e 1

nEgers., He was am

; P | Suiafed nean
W}nﬂ;ﬂa drunkar_c} and regular visitor of an evil dive,#p¥ghboupitg his

ais fend/od

i

home; he cheated geand even went

9'._; far asf;steem; carpets, furnitures,and pictures; he—enploredyan—eaebive
vas rehes o explosd Hs fowesd
expert in all limds of viceg, QWaT{ara of San Franclsco. All

+ standa : ™ @ Yheae
this is the most obvious me o r' 8- Lw/ -mie H .Jﬁga--m.ame
Sheyres ¢ QAG © z 1@ b . - LG.*_JLL\ dreary Faels.
g pimost 1attlering,compared with a thet is
) miw. oo habits and vices so lavishly attribu=
ool Wine as well as dabadse
ted to Trotsky\.wm-w---mﬂ per sond 11 Ly, nesessimamsi,
lso-mere-hwmansthmrtssactuaiiy-—1ts,. The Fro=

net-only.more-
|

phet of Communism had“;‘%%ime nor energy to waste on puerile debduches.

WM s -1 -and pretentious yoadess -

WWB have no reason to question the accuracy of his own

stetement: "My only profession in New York was that of a revolutionary

socialist."

He settled down in the Bronx,modestly,among working people. His 1life
was that of a busy journalist or minor politiclan) - :gregarious, though
in an sustere,utilitarian way; devoid of woy glamour and frivolity;
WT&LM with work,meetings,discussions. The
day after his srrival he started writing for the Russlan paper}M
Mir ("The New World"),the editorial steff We of which he “otned (laters
He collaborated and argued by turns with his Russian fellow-refugees,
such as Bucharin whom he did not dislike but thought "too impressionable,

alweys influenced,dominated by somebody"; or Madame Kolontay,whose

"yltra-left" attitude of thet period he ridiculed in his memoirs,

feTer Caphialition i




- Zib=

fabghaty Stelin,the "Traitor of Revolution,” Jicst. of-these-who-used-to-be.

detopmmmrterra-TEEF To T oAr a0y s chuAn O WSk Inter.murdered=dm-the-Unkrainess. -
He perticipated in the political sctivities snd keen discussions of

the internationsl labor m{i&u of New York,establishing or renewing con=

tacts with #es American,German,Finnish,or JewigﬁtﬂyPromptly and

passionately,he launched out into s movement to dlvide the Seedetiet Party,

Same—oveebdng sepaerating the "left" wing from the "right". For he was dis=
asmd

satisfied with the Jukewarm attitude of the Social Democratsj he—spdently
Mﬁﬁ-‘ their csution,their purely emotional pacifism,
M servile respect for national institutions: "Woodrow Wilson meant to
them much more than Kerl Marx..."

America was busily getting ready for war - a wer which he called with
sardonic mdckery "the war for liberty and democracy." He noticed that the
new wave of noisy mtionalian&mgﬂ’m%ced sociaslists,such as
Hillquit, leader of the American Party. He argued with Gompers,a Dutch Jew

and former cigsr maker,then

leader of the American Federation of Labor_’
cL/.)L!..z 4 G" J{l.-u "‘ﬂ '\L d ',

'u,f.n.m'u'% SThu@g (j hm«-xmhti ‘bﬂ
etaplan-rightis-prociaimed that organliza=

| / "I,l
tions jeP=weristwe—rrewy should be kept aloof from polities. Trotsky disliked

Aman -
certain smapgiitStéeySyndicalistic elements in Gompers's conception of an

‘ H L alne A{ruaf
anti-political labor movement. Aldmo [fiis @wa violent temperament pedctet:

Jo clash ' He w1t 9gne table
Yaevely sgainet such Ei'pLﬁrl veterans of socialism as old Schliiter,editor

of the Gpwmmr Volkszelitung.

Among the younger editors of that German organ,however , bhera was

!

a men whose talent and integrity the revolutionary psyc\élogiat prompt 1y
recognized: LuTig e,then in the beginning of his journallstlc career,
4, € St P 2.0
one of intimate friends in that period. In lore's
;;’mh"'& y
Brooklyn home - where it had for some

days’after his arrival - a group of younger radlcals gathered,usually once




o
a week - on Thursdays - to exchange Afbgir oplnions and observatiOna,ﬁﬁnna

s-nn‘b—hopo-o,l They drenk tea and cursed capltalism. The alr was filled with

Hels Coantle Sheoho ud tHhen - == (COmn w07
. »-cigarettes—ani-the—erdont—exclamgtions—of-t indig=
e diotusiod Hloaco
nation,their inflexible confidence. They we-i-ghed-tho-gﬁan—of unching

a new Socialist weekly that would real re%rasant tiee lMarxian spirit,
L) 1’ 7
They were enthusiastic and - nt to be utterly "realistic.”
Contuhatld
They despised illusions,especially illusions n.n})emocracy. Trotsky,in hils

first contribution to the Novy Mir,had announceds:

I left & Europe wellowing in blood,but I left with a profound faith
in a coming revolution. And it was with no democratic illusions that
I stepped on the soil of this old-enough New World...
thad™
But the feith in revolution@e was # not an 1llusiongytoo? Trotsky and

his friends were firmly convinced that the World War waul%ring forth

the World Revolution.s (necessarily,inevitably) #Fey—yeilenored—dmw-waioh
it A8 0¥ Cun gl b i
/:;cchﬁiw the gre process would start; but they had no doubt that the

ampe pale
long mﬁm&sﬂr - event,once bbeiaed started,would spread

Haws [#1
over the globe E‘Fﬁsimphanth - ,end that & sounder and better

J_Iuﬂ' ‘::;-E-’S (.LLAA
world would ndbdmebedy emerge from Weétmfion.mm
~gdaughesms,
ﬁti&-- one kept waiting,however,for that glorious change of universale
Yife, one must remsin setiverend-mlert;not oy watehIng but also pro=

tul
sin that Year,

B 2 Had CHl doimg
cbsevatior . was hel ¢ i Q pasifon fo harcas
for detached ohaenwins, AS he - ;
wa Mascow’s /ed Seuare
the Russian masaes;un_-ehe—ﬂod-ﬂq\uﬁw he had to content himself

with addressing Socialist meetings in Brooklyn and Newark,Baltimore,

Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. He ifommed American workers of the involved
situstion in Europesm,end that ell problems would be everwhedmdmpdy,

solved by the irresistible revolution., His lucid interpretetions and




a3

prophecies made a strong lupression ﬁ his listeners,although

he usually needed a translastor to meke himself understood. For his English
The
waa qtillm%%poor: he was femiliar was 9114"b15 words M
languagefbut Nes helpless when it came to words #fth less than four syl=
lables., Publicly,he spoke only in Russlan or Germen.
wh =T W - % 4 % I AR P AT A ayeinE Y A LAR OSSO r].d

,.. 1€ J g-ots ' o a : bé.‘,

hardi{'} cduld bg" suaded to accept a modest fee|for n q e oric efforts,

W b~ NSV
"How could\l take money from exploited h‘urh-&ng—-me-n; W—-bm
oy T oot e He wasg ea,ser tor*‘win people - not dollers,

Ho was evid fd power but not geewfor money.

Politicel Wass meetinﬁa'ﬂ'ere about the only opportunity he had to

meet from face tO f_‘g[w - though in a certaln distance - representatlves
of that 1do);ed cdess,the Proletarlste, In delly life he was remote from

then_:Mgh his intRllectual fanatlcism,his pretentlous vocabulary,

e

&
cad ™

understsdthe language of this noun Py fer
y MCLMQ an @

But even

heuthor Eteal
1litt le
fm(l'ﬁﬁzamicns of the imerliecan wrw%&m rather fortuitous impressions,

b
to be sure,but amusing andm,signiricant. He was sincerely touched,

l,-'-'—a_\

/ ‘h—‘% 4}(‘0? instance,by the queer "generosity” of s colored doorman Who wee
\;:sg b collaced Nood i Tho Frofsdy 'S adowen - Lov

51

,§3§ a\W end disappeared with the money. The only person,however,whom the

<4 3 E > doorman really wanted to cheet,was the landlord himself, ﬂeitherefor-e‘

3 3\‘331:019 the money excusively hose to whom the landldrd hed elready given

1
[

mede 0 mickake
%

a formel receipt 80 that the “capitalist“ had no legal

i,

g

Vie Aou A

9‘1]2964,4_2

£
heve
o
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yHeshonoatztiidf to return the money,secretly and at night.

Trotsky recalls this story with ¥ grim satisfaction,and adds £iibs

b‘;mtﬂ/ H
&&pq%m "Phis,then,was my first lmpression of the Megro problem in the
United States."
Gy o did eifadlsh

There were WGT,VD ng go-betweens jspaightly-end.-alert.~.establishing
s certain indirect intimascy between the Russiesn genius and ordinary
Americsn life. The bright Trotsky boys,already experienced in so many
different idioms end national peculiarities,had adapted themselves,within

a few weeks,to thew-}m&mmmmm _

- S ~tempo,the wit and slang of New York youth,

Y 1Ce-Chregle .a’c-Ja.A

and were on the point of grasping the mysterles he
e/l | g Ho Fonk 2045 ¢
funnies in daily. -pezy}-,,: d-the-veriouns-flaevours-of-ice-creamn.sodas.

The boys felt at home in New York )-,\too innocent to reallize the foulness

of capitalisn91 mpressionsble enough to enjoy maiwsdy the m]ﬁrm

of the -dmeemparaeble city. ﬂ b

when the great news arrived: Revolution in Petrograd...

I had Cone adpT oF Hasd
Phrere-tt-wasd, the Wémendcua evenb)& long’expectad,ofbenﬂprophesied,

; CH\C‘ smd.fh 3y
and vet mysterious, staptlingypussding,pregnant with s\:_e?ﬁﬁg!:éénsequencea,
Nobody knew what,precisely,was going on. Authentic

loa s Aaren
informations from Russis wWereo mere-ppecdews-snd-sceree than authentlc

shald h['luw baoa

5 Wehe Qs

Ora wendas Whdlon Tis heo

jmh

. &0

N

\

kaviar., Editors and columnists raved; the phone

wao SI..J '
in the Trotskys'ss home. Tae Fublic interest

on the Russian radicals,fre<hed-been-eonsideredybeforeyas-rabher—outter=

J'\.
aw—wﬁozena of .esgB® reporters .é%m:—-ﬂaa Mr.

Trotsky: What is going to heppen? He declared: We shall rule in Russla.

From there)the revolution will encroach on Europe and fiaalz conquer
s '

the world. The World War is over. The World Revolution M

The two boys were elmost forgctten,mmm
n @l His ewbdad homst,




=5C -
turmoil, The younger Aney,Ser josha,wes in a hospitals¥ak with diphteria,

i
while his father,wingedw!! happiness and determinatiun,ympm—rﬁ-d- hastily

aruns Imte s éwr day oF Kene T
G] arture for Russis. -

u’ .'a.r_-
M—Mﬂ'waa)fhﬁ family's lastuﬂn'y in New York. The father

waes intensely occupied with visitors,telephor¥ calls,dletating last mes=
sages to newspespers and organizations - while Madame Trotsky busied her=
self with packing bieiswe s «iidmgs, ilssolving the household,bldding goodbye
to Russienm-ledy friends. Nobody looked after the youngster. Even his
a b Aot G mmmdlan
brother was net —-— g-somewplasce for father,or dbec
W s a :,T wqd oy
Gargslngbbh & Eﬁ:ﬁallm funnies.

> . § @nout
Serjosha grew tired of

I.q,g,’:‘a’f by himself,in th’i.# messy apart=
ment. He decided to a : a little Walk) quite alone,through the
familiar streets of the Bronx.
Ha o7

But the streets were not as familiar as he had kiiig thonm to-be,
Perhaps he memt wglked M.t further then he had done before,or else

he had forgotten the topography of the neighbourhood while he wes in the
*»QMFU*ﬁﬁ. u*m,ﬂﬁrﬂawacfu- ey

hospital, In any case,he lost his way, 3 - - could
hed™ even 'W f‘,‘_ﬁ) Ov A Kén
Mﬁa—dress.‘ ﬁe djl:{nly felt h 1bss jand very lonely.
&m ; : .
The people,even the bulldings #hlewed z orbidding Begews, He was struck
by fear and an overwhelming self-pity. Why was he left so alone? His
parents did not like him any more. He began to sob; ‘wej bitterly. P
Kol

A huge policemen stooped down to him: "wemet What's the matter ﬁ!.-bh-
&-94
mrmﬂ His voice sounded comforting - the deep,cordisl Medee of a

wellmeaning glant,

@@#is voice still chogpked with tears?"I Feve lost
Ili“ L . Jl "h‘
my d‘fﬂf‘;t tave «F 2&ry ’J“"'dﬁ"’h“! tL {J wlly &

»

A few hours later,Trotsky appeared st the police station to rescue his

little boy. He found the youngster playing cards with the cops ) leughing,




40w
perfectly happy. “amsewiee

The father embreced him,with p vehement,almost frightening tenderness,
"Where have you been?" His volce sounded strengely pressed, "Ser joshs
darling = I was so afraldses”

. "So was your kid,mister,” remarked the gib_nntic ncliceman.
"3& wd biss @l allorns w The fi.'m?'*rh.ma,a LI, futp a
- ™ M-ﬁ-mmﬂdvr—vhm-b

Another crp added hershly: "In this country,we don't let A& children

WJLA th{m'h ‘»'F\c.,l..m L
mirld—thr m.u-h the s rpets 11ke -'
Trot“ky . "I beg your pardon,gentlemen,
I was exceedingly bnmym " He alweys felt a trifle uneasy in the

presence of uniformed officiuls,

They stared st him with unconceazled susplclon, They dlsliked his
soft,hesvy accent,his nervous gestures, He looked to them like s pretty
dubious fellow: probebly one of those "subversive elements” who really
should be Maweide focred g -

The boy was silent as he left with his father,

One of the policemen murmureds "4 cute kid,ell right, Much too

good for the old men. EZxceedingly busy..." He spk angrily scross M

the room,aiming at the spittoon with remarkable skill, "Silly old son

of & bitch,”" he added.

Fether and on,me.aqnwhile,marched‘hand in handftoward the Trotsky
(&l
home = which wes not)their home any more,as Kadame Trotsky,in the mldst

of &8 ﬂppﬂw:lng chaos,was just closing the tru.t:’-ka.

"I am very sorry lin!!s thia Whdwso ha ﬂ.“ Trotsky had an odd manner
i kb 2 e haim an st nuhldtgq.a 0 Mmas 'f '!.M%J_{jil“t
of talkingjto the b ¢ "Did they bes
nrt Dandh byl me s
you upt?" o\ Tow

The boy shook his heed,very seriously. "No," he sald. "They were

very kind., I played cards with them, They wanted me to recite a Russlan




- I'll-

A e

- Vv
poem, But 1‘{'emembeMIj %Germanw?and some French."

 There was & silence, The boy tried very hard to keepﬁith his father ¢
tom Steto 5

- dons Yoepew—poeess At lest,Trotsky noticed that Serjosha
, as Tﬂffwﬁl od” J(,u.. Wl a Ml kg -i-l'c{c,u,qz,u—g
% v v ’ / f”‘u"f—lé - _‘f
"Wwhat ere you thinking about?"
"I just wonder...,"
"Whet ere you wondering about?"
"Why do we go to Russia?"

"Russia is our home,Ser joshs."

a0y, s
"But the uncles in the uniformgs sa.].‘-a—h&dreadf‘ul things happena'..\g
'g 1) '
there. They:tqﬂ kill"rg'll the nice people..."

y
"411 the nice peoplel” Trotnmjﬁa& a bitter laugh,nasal and short. lle

seemed rather engry. "I knew they would tell you a lot of NoNsense.ss’

Then he added,solemnly: "There is @ revolution,in Russia.”
n "
Must we go there,because of the revolution? \;Lw
The father nodded gravely. "Yes. We must go there - because
revolution.”
" nd when the revolution is finished," Serjosha asked, "can we fatuwes

Cong éﬁoQ
Julmse to émerica?"

His father explained: "The revolution new willw finished.
The revolution is permanent.”

Serjosha did not understand the words,but he guessed their mesning,
"So we must stey theresfor ever?"

"I hope so," his father said.

olsfod
Thé‘qt_r whispered: "I sm scared..."
€
“geared - of what?" h-% seemed painfully surprised,.

"I don't know..." Serjosha bent his face,blushin
SEETEdwiten T geeT E RS - stokie,on.Lhat red flsg we.




T
"Don't be afraidl™ The father had a strong,fervent voice. "There is no

reason to be afraid. You will be very happy,at home,in Russia."

He touched the crown of Serjosha's head,with & solemn tenderness,as
if WW% Mk%, /(m JLL«&.”.,?

"You will work for the prmletarian State, You will serve the Cause.
You must be faithful and realistic. You must not belleve what those
policemen told you. They don't understend, They don't know what the
Revolution meens. But you,Serjosha - you will understand it,one day.
You will realize that the Revolution is no horrible thing: but necessary
and besutiful and great. The Revolution 1s very great. There is nothing
greater A wm Revolution. You must believe this,Serjoshal"

01 L oaN
His"Wes low and sdmewhst MG.g‘ﬁ% with urgency.

to-belteve in- m.._..ﬁnvmm

elt“:on his head is father's h;Ed; it weas heavy,and

it

V Ser josha still f

A K ah k7 g Ze.
cold, e BLF : ba—1istde, For some reason he was suddenly
QuIveo WL’
peonwnodmed by 8 great,aching pity; perhaps it was the slightly disturbing

touch of this w hand that msde feel him so profoundly sorry for his
father. How sad he looked - even when he tried to be happy! 'Dear God,!
Ser josha prayed, 'do let him have a good time,over there,in Russla.
18 r { Y
tgc J
w cops #Pantt, likedhim so very much - I really don't think
they did. But I want people to like my daddy.'

e a Se
So etimi‘j M hastjy little prayer,though

@ GA ha
he Wm& that there was no such thing as God.

While heAstill m to God = in whom his father did not belleve =
he heard again the paternal whisper:

"Don't you trust your father,my little Serjcjjafha?"

v \ f
mﬂI do." sounded s forced,
#:4“




- B
Couase ' M {wzf#
X 1 belinveﬁyou dad., We see going to have a ¥ time - at home, in
Russia.” After a pause,he added,dreamicgdy: "And later - I mean,much
later,when the revolution is over - we come back to America: 8% I"Be
CEPS  [Aas
promised %Mﬂeleg,aﬁtwuoﬂm And I must get wodke for them,
in Moscow. They say Wodka is ¥l. The Czer drinks wodka - lots of it,
every day,they say. They showed me how the Czar jumps around when he
is drunk with Wodka. They are very funny,you know."
He lsughed hanpil:,r. He g-m very animatedj aslha. remembera?,all the
antrcs
of his u.r?formed Frbendsy f..fjtr'd-»i\-é‘#
"Do you like funny people,dad? I do like them. Are there menv funny
co-Lhe
people - in Russia? Is it true that Wodks 1is even better than Q/r{z‘jm-e,
TS’ g
pardayl the Czar ,a uniforme? Does he have s hammer and a sickle on
his crown? What 1s Russia like? I wonder... Is it really so very big?
The uncles sey it's Nﬂn{bigger than America,and there a&recl bears,
all Covensd wel
and people travel around in sleighs,end the =mhege country is st e twith,
LU""
snow, Can you play base-ball,with all that snow? when ghedd. I be old
enough to understand the revolution? Do you think thirteen 1s old enough,
) have Fo/ be 1,
or wait ti1l1l I'm fifty,or“mndreu? Could I beodme Czar if I m
very hard? Are there policemen,in s revolution? Do the Russians lie?
How do you know if people lie or not? Do policemen lie more often than
other people? jfe=bhempeveliidon-sgainstupoople-witndded Did you ever lie,

lygad
dad? - & long time ago,l mean,when you, still pepet1a little boy?’ Did
wied P Qs prM .
l];@.u/ﬁanglﬂ.& dber%thae.—tlmtf When did you stop laughling? When
did you start to understeand the revolution? Wes it before I was born?
Do you think you'll laugh whe;: y?u see Russia again? Uncles #d Acaow how
m L J Gas
to~igaep, have such funny faces (- nice faces,I think: even if they lie
a little ke bit at the seme time..."

+++
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The Founder of a2 State:

MASARYK.
Wilson's Fourteen Polnts as they were offered to and refused by the
respective governments of the Central Fowers,contsined no spef€ific de=

mand coneerning the pertition of the Habsburg Empire,Austria-Hungary.

'ﬁilaon, e Well_ms the leading men in Paris and Landon}mbrather in=

Some e
¢lined,at that time; oﬁintain the cmctign..of that great Monarchy,

e lesat—as—a—Fededaticn tfeper idy—indeperentnabavesfunder certain
guarantees which the Emperor Karl of Austria wouldma glven.
The calculation of the Alllied statesmen was,of course,that the Enemy
Rumber One was,and would remain,the Reich rather than Austria. It Ahwvdly

4h ]

seemed herefore,to destroy the Habsburg Empire while lesving the

Reich virtually untouched. Such a policy was likely w

mmmm—m—]mmfto strengthen, in the long run,
e Ghe ée

Germany's patentisl power. | o-to admit,today,that this original

plan of the Allies wum far-sighted m@n&ny resp_ec_tgm

AX¥iag, than the scheme that was actually carried out according to the

Treaty of Versailles,

as t may be. It is an easy,if not & chesp satisfaction to receenize

—

and ana ly Se_theq; ister,when their. tragic—e me obwiovus.

At _certaln histortea) mentsﬁ__?r}lr OHGMI'S possible and,
therefore,necessary - desp 11 quay nd cbjewr
the initiated already discern t? :';:

t ilale i - - atakolz

i of ruturd/isasters in the seeming

the one way that is tpwTy ajthough unknown EHE™—
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The only sound solution _) the one tiﬁent way of establishing lasting
peace,would have been,in 1918,the immediate organization,or at least the
gradual preparatlon,of the United States of Europe.%h'ﬂ Tesponsible-ones,
_however,falled to-grasp-and-to-aeeomplieh-thelr tremendous. teskean histor iT
/ — _..-—""-’__r I —— =
eaid _cppurtunity,unprecedented.and-not -@r.w-mr‘tﬁé same
& —
’-’r/ : s € h.f:‘;“"f
Since the unification of had to remsin what 1t had been for
centuries - a utopien kepeawng dmepipipg dream - ,another moral and poli=
dd sl
tice ) galso essential,gthough of comparatively minor significanc?)

4 was bound to be fulfilled. The smaller nations,ﬁ—rﬁé&-ﬂom-l—vitﬁmm
ﬁmﬁchlmed thelir independence. Theilr

urgent aspirations were Jjustified by the very principles that formed the

-

moral basis of the Fourteen Points. Thomas G.Masaryk,exiled leader of

Loas anmed ol Yellik
the @w Czech people, riguments to convince Woddrow Wilson,

who then considered himself,esnd actually seemed to be the omnipotent

| arhl;:lmundi.L‘ ‘-n"of‘ﬂ't‘@ht cphittl‘ra"ﬂ ool fw:.ana.t aAan =

Iai abil#
Akl circmmatances"ﬂork&d bopesher in favour of the Czech petrio
end potential founder of Czecho- Slvakia. He saild himself,with a& almost

Napoleonﬁ% onfidence. "I am f‘earlesﬁ\aﬂ% bellew.' in my 51?&1‘,-

enied

The wey had been long snd tedious: Masaryk was &n old man = sixty-—

eight - when his hour,the hour of Czecho-Slovakia,f‘inally m/ﬁ&'
Hs Stan dad re¥ alwess shoo

s fether was a coachman,
somewhere in Bohemia - a so-called "freedmen",which 1s & rather parado=
xical designation for a servant who conld meke no decision of his own

with regard to changing his residence or his occupstion.

X % m Ay aud J qunabodd)
+ %/ﬁ%ﬁfﬁ:wx ah /jci Sveh é.afh mj/; Yo umdhngcL -
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MM&MWM many years of solid preparation,
of thinking, learning,gradual maturing® The penniless lad,son of & & maid
end & cHoachmen,was distinguished by judicious teachers for his unusual

gifts, He was enabled to study mphilosopmr,ini\fienna;and Leipzlg euttednae

s
mw'-mainedéu doctor's degree
for an essey on the Immortality of the SOulf ﬁm—ﬁmm-ﬁmmme

Togieai-problemsa

Iéée alt Me &
ma—&*—mbmm&o—}, first z:’"tiel Ag published

22 bovx
twenty-six 5 dealt with Plato. His #epmewsh study on Suicide "es # mass

phenomenon in present days® still represents,according to hils own judge=
ment,his "basic confession",the very resumé of his wisdom, Wl.u;lder:
Sfaudi'c 2 it van/eho$

b*lam?)if not ;B kimﬁa of w human weaknessll,ﬁ-!rm-ﬂrd—me’ (g,
abominated, with am, almost puritan severgtr,tha dark fescination of death.
The love cf death 1s,in his opinion,the most alarming symptom of mental

i C"r'rr'b*-j— Gon
for it isolates the humen soul, eqtrang&(g it from its pro=

te ko e xtncef(';{,,w_
ductive tssks,making it selfish and sterlle, We may
e :
Anember that it the German people whom a great psycologist
Lhe

observed that they were,m people on earth,medly "in love with
d i &

i GVt

Mesaryk,who wes to become the liberstor of his country from m
voke,was opposed as a philosopher to the German spirit in many of 1its
typicel manifestations. He admired Goethe and Beethoven,the greatest

as well as
Germans sndLatthesaneAdde. great citlizens of the world; but he

fad a , e
strust German romanticism with its gloomy sympathy

for desth; alao ) recognized MW entﬂlalsd n er
.g_ b1, cdo{ala £ ﬁl

prﬁ the Germen cult of Organiza on,detestable to Massryk in both its

versions - jes resctionary nationalism and as revolutionery materialism.

B YO

. Eom Kant to Hegel, from Nietzschs

e 1 f’t}e%ﬁ;‘gjfwﬁ:wﬁ oA ool
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By ( ) 3 R
incompetible with Masaryk's vast and limpid conception of Humsnism.

He was,by nature and conviction,anti-radical,anti-hysterical - a
moderate,reconcilatory spirit rather than a philosophic extremist, His
mellow,well-balanced mind represents Aguedd,a rare compound of mildness
and catermination,pugnacious courage and tolerance. fSerhghs-he ¥Was e

5Uu-1:}
Jkebt "ngffn lgcke§; ~the sinister greatness,the frantic egotiam

cﬁ ml,';___,?.“- {Lu Lz Ao f;(_.“ui)’-rr wt :"ia,fiﬂ.
characteristic intricate phenome /,rﬁut ﬁniai&iy—watf

"great man“)usnha combinﬂ?ﬁwill power with kindness,passion with reason,

ﬁ“tl.lm{"' e J
an extraordinery sensibility with perfect health, both #mtellectual end

Jopatie,

He did not consider the great man beyond the laws of ethies,nor did

Rad
he believe that great aims Justifv)31€%# means. He was convincedﬁno

accomplishment could be lasting unless &=ze based on Truth. The appli=

cation of force was,in his opinion,excusable or,under certain circumstances,

—— P

even necessary; but\EEver the use of lieég”“
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It seems superfluous,if not ﬂ’ﬂsuiteble,to emphasize his genuine love of

as wd/ tadd ke Lot Lok o'fic-{.,,w.[f ?,'|
ghdtp-masaia religious sociali;‘f);"humnnitarian thinker h_é_pacifiam;

owavap, he adhred 4ias, W S ;00 inflexible abstrsction but a reasonable postu=

late Lrl!;fe itself. ltrwes|tope shandored,for certain perlods,
0 Mg a ek,
under certain confitionsj/ it wes a realistic or conditionel pacifismg - in

peace - his natural horror of war. How;bw‘l&-me figed ot rf%fﬂ@“

contrast to the intaEal,unconditional pacifism as ib=way Ppesohsdend
propagated by Tolstoy.

Masarvk visited the great Russian novelist several times,and among the

g S
topics they discussed most zea louslvf\the problem of Pacifism.pidyad &

a9 Y man ow That La
pasdominant wola, Tolat'?y},at that time;mw*ﬁ forge. Cheaton Fhol A0
had doob. mxi';

my
youth an 4mz?nhood - the powerful parrator,ﬁﬂ-

a ;,,Ma‘h’.f Danth fl
Q—Eﬂ-—”ﬁi}hedfobjective, :

Wiar and Peace., The sgging mester and counterfeit peasant whom Masaryk

am
met at Jesnaja roljanajnad longsbecome ke ardent morallist,obsessed with
i

fixed C%deas almost maniascal -\M@?ﬁi}erateﬁ his own natural grest=
E—...:,L,\ i A A
nessjithe vast complexicity of his genius to the stubborn eloguence of

a travelling preacher. It was this half-senile Tolstoy - still great,still

mysteriously moving,even in his decline - who had proclalmed that "Unc le

Tom's Cabin" wes more significant thw
%y Tone was !

mm—hd—grou—ﬂnnmuﬁ,and ropeabing) fo—irie-dn

crrothr—visdbond "Peace! peace! pescel - under all circumatances,ﬁnga’

heppaiy/and at sny price!l There is no cult

The Sacnlice "

aim worth human lived-
AlanrRetioan9

parry the obstinate pathos of his host with swift and reasonable

Vetdpuwmd it Co w 0;
srguments: Thet tire jeepibertieom—ef force be inevitable MATAEEE,TE=

sessenyy for defensﬁﬁpurpos?ts,to prevent the victory of sggression,or i o4
Ll
to accelerate certain Meremoupt developments that otherwise could not be )

Cachared.

al value,no political or national

Masaryk trled to
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‘#gg’ they argued - two stern idealists and %ﬁ&;‘ creators - ,and then
sep@rated - fme one to finish his epic life work: the other to continue
the epic of his life.

It was in Russila m:'ae MasaryAk had admired and refuted Tolstoy's
ethical radicalism - asnd where,some years after Tolstoy's death,he had
to prove fk#t his own moral philosophy 4mg compatible with thej)t%%eces=

itj.es of political 1life. Paradoxicallng’mm.it was the liorld War that
mjthe turning point in the career of this active humanistshe
owed the deaiaive%ﬁof his 1life to the most gigantic slaughter in
history. He realized this,end stated with}% terrifying objectivity:
"p war of four vears was better for our cause than a short war would

have been."

It wes only after the finel collapse of the Central Powers that the
Czech people could hope to obtain what theyW -
their national independence. They did,therefore,everything in their power
to sebotage 811 actions of the Habsburg government. Czech soldiers deserted
the Austrien army,while in Prague end other Czech cities an organized
underground movement,the natlionalistic Maffis,undermined and disturbed

Ad S sedfn . L
the authorilty asaryk and his exiled friends,meanwhile,tried to influence
public opinion in the Western countries and to obtain from the Allies
ofificdad recognition of the Czech National Commlttee as a legal government.

Edward Benesf was untiringly sctive in Paris,collaborating with General

¥ilan Stefenik,s Slovek,who had joined the French Air Force.




A on

g
Mo racy K
"I doubt very much," bhezPFowddenmt loter sald, "if I could have menaged

[ commido®)
_Pt:zwholaatw.g Witmlﬁ %?faﬁ"{i_: tab o( P A Aaalt _Mtg_f..m AnAn .1
- 1‘4, ) o

-diL‘-f.a‘f
The workW'?waa ¢~ tedious and homﬁaimgﬁ-domh
il f . m)__,i Fﬁ__ “9_;*‘ ’
in.-us ing-h-hhem&orrﬁ:‘la’. “wir-over-Fpench.polliiicisns. for.the.lLizechcanse;
Masarvi,in-trying -tm--&nflumea—puba&&-aoptnmﬁi-m-Mndon/ “It was a question
of mathematicel calculation,ell those four years... How meny erticles I
had to write and to repeat! Because the people knew so little about Austris-
Hungary..."

People knew still less about the Czechs - until the world was suddenly

Tiafla—s

stesrtled by drsmetie reports eengerwing a Czech au:-my(r being formed in

Russia! 50,000 men,well-trained,well-equipped - ready to join the Allles.

ntention had LHB4Einadly been to form a Czech army st

A Gl
Maﬂaryk'sc#’
of refugees,scattered in England, France,Bussia,the United States. The

;5 ; e ‘

SoheS undor bl & Dugl for Setdiays
Cgﬁ',h%wetirer,declined this : 9& Who were

L“'lj’:-od‘ljm.t'.o fight their Imperial ruler (even if that monarch happened to
be Manemy...) The plen,therefore,had to be renc:unced;for the time
being,es the bulk of Czech refugees had found haven in Russla, It was only
after the downfall of the Czar that Masaryk wes ocesssy gble to carry out
his intention: he rushed ?El London to St,Petersburg, furnished with a

umshakos

false passport and pHletfirm confidence in his Star.

b Jetional Czeeh

men who had lived in Russia as prlsoners of war

Mﬁ;’ﬂnsﬁrﬁ%gaﬁ-ﬁ~ﬁﬂrtﬁg*mm-«gwere to see active service
again: their new chief,s professor with a soft black hat and a soft,ex=
pressive voice:m?will have the honor to fight for the

Independence of our nation, Our aim is to join the army of our power=

ful allies,in France. The question is only how to reach that country...”
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They ecould herdly hope to fight their way through the territoriles oc=
cupied by austrians and Germans. Their scholarly generalissim%nrﬁzgg;e
swift decision: We must travel asround the world. Our menGeRIEREUHE
Ster will lead us through the plains of Siberis,to the shores of Japan

and scross the Pacific; from San Francisco to New York,over the Atlantle,

n£ Frtotnn s
and to the battlefilelds .

et/
From there,st last,the Star mey gulde us homewerds: Fmsmseessse the besutiful
Crec f

city of Prague is awelting ua,th&inﬁtion &/th.e/ﬂ.zenhs Kigps praying for

our glorious return. Forward! Long live Czecho—SloVakie,'aﬂ-um.
The mild voice% unassuming authority proved more inspiring

than the harsh coﬁﬁ-‘ds of any professional officer., The army-without-a-

country performed the tremendous task - marching through a Russia con=

burth foanm
Vulsg %the E#I%h of totel revolution,a chaotic Russlia - vast,

hostile,full of unknown dangers. The Democratic government that had suc=

ceeded the Czar,collapsed: (to power: egme(Lenin and Trotsky. The Bolshevists,

under German pressure,began to molest the Czechs. Trotsky,supreme chief

a

of the Soviet military forces,sttempted to stopgle intern the exliled army.
2yoM Corndads

Collisions occured;/]actual &M&!ﬁ. The Revolutionary Go=

vernment regerded Maseryk's troups as a tool of"ﬁﬁestern Imperialism"s

the Czech officers received orders directly from the Allied General Staff.

They Ma potential menace to the fighting Eolaheviﬁa,despite their

small number anc{ alleged indifference to domestic Russian affairs, Yet

LAl 1
they wepresanisd thf only Aallmeewippedgwell-organized militery formatio

in the midst of § general dissolution. Already the Czechs|controled

the Transsibgrian Railway.
o
At that time,the generalissimwe with the soft hat and the inspiring

; ar 7
voiceWas‘ on his way to the United States)-mﬂ-éﬁqm herald
Qk% MnJ‘ﬁt. (" ’4 '7?]
of his globe-circling amg. He had min‘b e trgin,on
A,

altev & __aqta Porp—tidate T My ' A4 00 e

I et
ourney to Japan,he drafted a lengthy
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program - bold,detailed,comprehensive: outlining the future structure of
Europe,with an indepdndent Czecho-Slovekia as s nucleus of the coming
e 3%Y uﬂa

gbrmuﬁiﬁn of peaceful Democratic states,iret~in-theeastonmmeytionadl
over Buveped

From Japan he mailed a long letter to President Wilson,announcing his
arrivel and explaining his immedietp intentions. He had no reason to

amprtotundo )

doubt that this document Mewidd De studied with intelligent understanding,
end that he,the errant emissary of s subjugated people,would be received

__yith gernmine sympathy on American aoil. Yet he
C:wujlﬁv e&,gjﬂ-:t we Letant Am  glone

of the

unn0—bvdualaana—&hio—no&use-hera{

d mo adequate conception
o~ :M »

He hed been in this country twice before - :in 1l904,when he delivered
a series of lectures tb American universities and f£er Czech orgenizations;

and,for the first time,in 1878,to fetch his fiancée,am Charlotte Garrigue,

A " [b._,'
apiaifay attractive derstanding.

Thevy read gloud to each other - Hume,and Plato,end Goethe - ,went to

an Americen

J concerts; he fell in love,followed her to Americaﬂshe became his bride:

Their first child,Alice,was born in vianna in 879.
ukwﬁk%-
It wes an ideel marriage. They h n co ’EL. =

31%?; She participated in his intellectual endeavours end political
&c N7

. %he had learned the Czech langusge, and believed pasaionately in
J Lzu.mn
pisdoAdAswd misslion of the Czech people.

uqff nuead 44 ﬁtaﬁrh;
3? moral and religious sttitude. They were perfectly

Scwc! A LM g
attuned s two fine violins. He once dbateds "I may have taught her tewmied

things,but she formed my character." J
wahon m )
The four years of the war were the first long period of/thel married

r, lMadame Masaryk had

been imprisoned iIn Pregue; Amerlcen womeﬂsorganizationsfinally obtained
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_1"26}—!{(,\ Con .};LAFV. faa G_jtfa..uu.d.‘ B

e husband, however,was informed ef-her-deplorebie-stetes

her release, TZ b
ol Qud f.f)ms ey
she was undernourished. Their daughter Allce was taken

J[.z{j'oa::ucato:):fhf;&~ Viennaloag with enesh« wife - while Jan Masaryk, 5&é
son of h"?’ 'exiled traitor",tuEE to wear au;hé%un uniform C_ an officer
in the Hafsburg army. Another son had died during the war. Th€se gZéguf
f‘:@ of his family lifeﬂjmhappiness of his
American days.

His, entr Chicagc on May 18,1918,almost matched the triumphent
recept‘i{%/@m -‘ﬁ%;_—that the populer enthuslasm

I
stirred up by Masaryk was based on more sc—lid feelinge and1fav0ured by

politicel circumstances. Now,with America'] a! war,Masaryk's claim for
help provoked no delicate discussion =B intervention or non-intervention.

He appeared es s confederate of America's allles - as s representative of

thaet future world that wes sedng to be made qa.f‘e f:or mocracy. The eple
story of his homeless army increasedm d
those-walient lade,Ho;000-0of them,tarouch

they-were prepsred,or sctually -on.the point,to

epound. the ghbg“-'-” ‘&1 umperedleled event-unparelleled in h
He had/!f iends in zuhe United States, —msmy—cf—them. There was “he

faprtty—of his wife ndnfhe people who had liked and admired him when he
L fOe

year MWW

- and there werwr hundreds of

e waq fo

thousand§of Czechs. e nEmeion

important friend,however, Mﬁwﬂ%

had lectured hers

His most

GH o
in Washingtcn a month and one day after the : in Chicago.
e ere IPre ( &_“ﬁi' e
J to President Wi.lscn/ mututl frienda,.‘aa—n— gl
n o7l :
cor&ia]jﬁu.nm The two men met as collegues,as n&uﬂ thinkers,

nsT
scholars end humenitarians. They liked each other from thefm
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Mesaryk wes impressed by Wilson's personality,end later declared that
he did not notice "that stresk of vanlty of which so much has been said.,"
Yet the visitor was not without criticfg;fbaii:ﬁﬁiihg politiCal tactics,

ef~tio~Prosidonts. On Europesn affairs he found W‘t "{m-aui ficient=

I an hen de
ly informed as to details." He suggestedﬂwilson SuEht—be select mﬁj 2

L' udswjm G £ ¥
-&or-h-l-g—staff eﬁw from the renks of his political opponents and
' Fehe 1
Mng—-&mveli‘%i th him to BEurope. The President,nowever,explained hils

L~ ﬂ _ﬁu. udjw S,

refusal sw—eamitiings "I am stubborn beceuse I came from a Scotch family."
- "And so he brought no Republican with him to Europe,e mistake."
Masaryk,however,could be stubborn ass well. Finally he succeeded in
convincing his powerful partner that the Czech people neither would nor
should accept eny guerantees from the House of Habsburg; - "We had been
betrayed more than once by Austris-Hungary;" - that the pertition of the
Monerchy was inevitable: thet Czecho-Slovakia must be Iindependent for
reasons both political and morsl, Masaryk later recalled,with gratitude
and emotion,the moment when the President,at last,gave his fdm decislve
consent: "He reminded me of & king who with e nod seals a sentence of
d@&th--- ﬁa’lgém lues Ghﬂ:hz, ijoﬂ?_'é' dary
Those two professors - discussing in g cosy gmg¢ yet solemn intimacy the
f‘Zzure of millions of people,of a continent. A naive observer W([
&“ﬁn@%&b‘—b&lﬂ them for two historians,philosophically detached from
wordly and timely strife, Their gestures are as soft and moderste and
slightly pedantic as their voices. Both look dignified - ilmmaculately
dressed. Thev listen to each other with polite attention. They seem keenly
but not interested in the topic of their lengthy conversation.
Gwm% The Trial of Socrates? The esrchitecture of
Egyptian Temples? - No. They are busy overthrowing one the oldest ,most
powerful monsrchies in Europe. Wilson jm=t remarks,with a pﬁ& of casusl

gravity: "You ere right,Pmefessor. Austrias-Hungary must be divided."
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This wss the eremt—tise—desdmdws moment: the ectual events,following
A1 By P

-r.a"t"..

swiftly,ame nothing but the spectacular consequences of this intimate
historédal drame - the urban conversation of two scholars in thethziéigﬂb
of a studio. On June 30,1918,Kasaryk came to an agreement with the American
SloWaks 4 | he Treaty of Pittsburgh whiég?ﬁfg to play an important role in
the diaﬁates between Slowak#s end Czechs, On October 18,the solemn De=
claretion of Independence of Czecho-Slovekia was signed by Masaryk,Benesh,
and Stefanik - and on November 14,Masaryk,then still sefeusnieng in America,
was elected by the National Assembly in Prague First President of the
Republic., He received the news at a banquet in &&F Independence Hall in
Philedelphia. In the same room that had once witnessed the blrth of the

United States,Thomas G. Masaryk, Liberator Patrise, now helled the final

independence of hls own country.
Lo Grug
Bneﬁeniuh%ﬁ;[hese were memorable hours,a&n@ﬁ%&n in the biography of an

individual as well es of a nation. Yet the platonic discussion between
the two learned gentlemen in the White House is even more memorable,and
Ji:g&tsr I

in a more| senge of the word. Plstonic it was indeed,that

Mamy

diseussiong ’ in vsn&agi respects. Not only that the philosophic detachment
of theilr conversation - strangely contrasting with the enormous reality
of the toples involved - exhaled that serene dignity familiaer to all ad=
mirers of Plasto's limpid and sagaclous dialogues: the scene itself,the
very group of those two talking men,seems to follow a Platonlc pattern -
to fulfil e postulate of the wise Athenian. For it was Plato who had
¢laimed,in his book on the State,that the community should be ruled by

— 4 SJﬂJJé@hﬂJ&ﬂAJ?L>
philosOphera"tﬁﬁfoEE wisest,most cultured mens skimmidewieddetimapower ,
The traditional entithesis between Jesus and Cesar - one of the central

problems in Massryk's intellectual life - disappears,or loses its harshness,

in the swbdems formulas of the philosophic ruler,the ruling ph;!}OSGph&f'
Natsoums e T4,

L'-alh-n contrasts,too,seem

er the urban sceptre of phiinsopnﬁ
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Culture,though the strongest and purest form of national self-expresslon,

Aindue

works as a connecting force rather then as a

Gare Pue
3 of their

¥en such as Wilson and Mesaryk
respective nations; and yet they seem akin to each other,notwithstanding
the basic £&d differences of their individual and netionel physiognomies.
For they are connected through something higher,more valid and more es=
sentisl than blood and race. Wer Both are thoroughly impregnated by
Christisn ethics and the great traditions of-gdéfggﬂﬁil civilizaetion.
Both deserve the honorable designatiﬁn of Citizens of the World. They

ar burng
anticipate - not in theory but aneugh—taiim—lixoéﬁ examplef~- the coming

v
type of man: the super-nstional type, - only conceivable representative

of & future civilization which will be doomed unless it overcomes the
disratrous folly of nationslism.

"The New Man... will be the result not merely of external politics,

; 'ﬂ,‘!"-r_,
but principally of internal.” Woodrow Wilson aﬁEscrib&‘Vf
this axiom of Thomas Masaryks Both firmly believed in the pedsgogic
”l \;ﬂ,r)J'jPI.S-_
mission of Democracy,which 1is entirely based - according tog;;ﬁefinition
by—ttosanyk - "upon the faith in Man,his sublime value,the immortality
h r'lfu’l\-, }
of his soul," He was n&t blind #&i the dengers inherent in the Democra=
C?/ aAs Lo M40
tic system. ,he i;garded BoRG=g iyt existing Democracies se—penfsat
ﬂm a p .MJ%- b1 Y STottts On *Fu{obeaf}df'a : ahgy mw&fmwu &

Yot he was opposed to any form of tyranny,including Communism,and thought
Democracy "ethically justified,being the political realization of the
Christian principle of brotherly love." Both,he and Wilson,were more

keenly concerned with the
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For it is Culture - supreme expression of any national character - which,
‘f'.@ﬂ. 2 “ 0na | F

at the same time,connects the natlions,softening the between

{qupnfﬂm,, Vo <) p.-._ui €O ey wan X9,
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The two men,Mssaryk end Wilson,seemfg to resemble each other as they

are pondering,side on side,on problems invelved and fer-reaching., Yet

J
Wilson's face was described ss the American face par excellence;#nuhiia

Masaryk hes been praised ss the representative of a new European type,&s

the Homo Eurqpaeus:’and still - notwithstanding the baslc differences of

their individuailgié national physiognomies - they seem akin to each other

beipan
- relate&I?p something higher, more valid and mor% 9333£tia1 than bloou,
© dn thewoaghly domgtQantold by Cfocyfocon ehie
race aqd adl ion. The America
\ J ﬂM']
= and Hasarvk for al

ot il el g S
e S3lavic elements of his cheracter and

the Germenic influences noticeable in his cultural structure,reminds us
swbmer of certain American leasders rather than of eny great European.

It seems absurd to compare him to Frederick of Prussia,Henri IV of France,
Richilieu,Bismarck or Disreeli. One has celled him,however,the "Czech
Washington" ,and one of his bilogrephers,Emil Ludwig,hes made this statement:

The one person to whom compare him is Abrghem Lincoln. Both come from
the people and both rise to presidency; both early enter politics but only
later as their chief business in life; .... both are friends of menkind
and full of tolerant humor; both are geunt and bony,strong-faring men,
with the breath of the great out-of-doors au-g upon. them.

L

Masaryk wes,in fect,closer to Lincoln{aa g personsal and intellectual type
_._.—--"/

e ———

than he was to any European hero - and more intimately akin to that grest
Americen than Wilson was to eny of his outstanding predecessors. This
proves that the national differences fade away,deprived of their seperating
significance,in the view of those connecting elements of which the New
Man will be formed.

"The New Man... will be the result not merely of external politics,
but principally of internal." Woodrow Wilson was likely to subscribe to

this axiom of Thomas G. Masaryk. Both were more keenly concerned wlth the
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the ethical basls of'?;gtate andfpolitics then with political tactics. Nelther

of them desplsed or me power; : -

Wlebly  Nejech

4« but both agreed mpon the tenet that "#Right makes

Might", . o 6f any idoi}:ry of brut&d force. Both cherished
91121 actively promoted' a new insptedne-vision of & AAaky civilized world
o WA/
-H-hs;%' tolersnce and helpful understanding,practjibl Christianity apd justice
L

would wield their mild,productive suthority. Bkoth' rero-

that the end of that m%tﬂ tribulation,the First World War,s -prove the

beginning of a happler era - and that they,Woodrow Wilson and Thomas Masaryk,
were chosen by Providence to organize i universalg peace]@#kﬁ-{a’ ChSho 4
Their noble plans,sfter & short pericd of seeming realization,were
o Cone h o @ a9 ckd! LM
: two decades lster the world looked more chaotic,thgn
o )
fe—grorentd-in 1918: the civilization which they wea-t-e% to save andAimz
prove,is virtuelly on the wesge of collapse.
Does m&- gigentic failure refute the ultimate truth of their

principles?

usoe s Gég &
It is 1s seneedess to lament a world in which
[
4he elements,the tendencles toward destructi‘b—bﬂbﬁm,will

\_&Mmmﬁaihmﬂu’, “, Lk W,
alwzva remain powerful,es 3 It 13/1unfair and | to

<
at the utopian idealism of twoc intellectuasls who overrated the
aax‘m\aﬁ ££Ee¢£’ {r‘{'zr?"nraf
T of higher spiritual forces. The badamph of mechanlzed

‘JLIM 'fLuJ}a - 25

armies m destroy,for a certain whé-ﬂ,the life work of a great -H-glv;'er
i Ten o doltesmend

_ such as Thomas G. Maseryk,but it cennot deprecliate

‘.‘tcf‘.LLi‘. L e
Masaryk,es he returned |from America to his homeland,in 1918, srdumphents-

J¥;did not foresee the tragedy of 1938, But who would dare to foretell

a
the Seapaformeiions of peatvﬁmm in store

for us and for generations to come? Masaryk - geniug of patience: hero of
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The Homantic Hero:

KOSSUTH,

When the Humboldt arrived in New York, on December 6, 1851,
the newspaper men had a busy day. For there were two distinguished
personalities among the passengers - both handsome, poth fugitives
from minor European countries. Une of them, Countess Landsfeld,
alias Lola Montez, tried to start a conversation: "I em =n exile
like yourself..." But LaJos Kossuth, the great fighter for hungar-
ian independence, responded coldly to these overtures, regarding
it as a gross impudence on Lola's part for her to try to construct
a parallel between his tragic lot and her own scandalous affair.

He was no ordinary refugee, to begin with, but an honored guest of
the American nation. <The ex-mistress of the Bavarian King might
stir up the vulgar curlosity of the mob; he, Kossuth, was to be the
object of official respect, A Joint Resclution in Honor of Louis
Kossuth had been discussed and solemnly accepted by the Senate of
the United States. The main speech had been delivered by William

H, 8S8eward, a Whig senator from New York, who proposed - "™ that the
Congress of the United States, in the name ﬁnd behalf of the People
of the United States, give to Louis Kossuth a cordisl welcome to

the capltal and to the country; end that a copy of this Resolution
be transmitted to him by the President of the United States." There
had been various objections, one gentleman even suggesting insidious-
ly that since Kossuth, granting all his merits, had done nothing

for America, this homage was somewhat out of place. Mr. Seward,
however, had elcoquently insisted that Kossuth should be "™ admitted
here as the representative of the uprising liberties of Europe."

He had captivated the American imagination, even before he

cset focot on american soll. A wave of sympathy for the Hungarians




and their gallant leader had swept the country; there was general
admiration for the fight which that little nation was putting up
against the Austrian yoke. American newspapers carried furious
articles ageinst the tyrannous House of Habsburg, and when the
Austrian chargé d'affeires in Washington protested, Daniel Web-
ster, then Secretary of State, wrote him & defiant letter, empha-
sizing " the right of the American people to sympathize with the
efforts of any nation to acquire liberty." American public épin-
ion had been profoundly shocked by the ruthless attitude of the
Czar, who in 1848 had given military support to the House of
Hapsburg, thus frustrating the herole efforts of the proud
Nagyars. Lajos Kossuth, former Minister of Finance in the Hungarian
government, was at that time actual dictator of his country, with
the title of Governor. He was forced to flee, and the only refuge
which presented itself was a Turkish prison. His final liberetion
was due to the activities of his influential British and American
friends.

His life story was on sale &t every street corner, and hun-
dreds of thousands of Americans were familiar with the details of
his dramatic career. People knew that he was a champion, not only
for national independence, but also for religious liberty. For
he ceme from a Protestant family of noble rank, end the Protestant
faith was persecuted by Metternich's agents.

He was tenaclious, dashing, passiocnate - a martyr, a grand-
seigneur, end an orator in the flamboyant style. His face with
the well-kept beard and the wide, arched forehead had a virile
besuty - intelligent, sensual, bold. He cut an impressive figure,

beautifully dressed in & becoming Hungerian costume, the wide
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Jjacket lavishly trimmed, the hat adorned with a huge, waving
feather. In short, he fitted to perfection his role as a here of
liberty and political romanticist.

bis sojourn in England, preceding his visit to the United
States, had been one long triumph. Of all the exiles then gathered
at the British capital, he was undoubtedly the most colorful.
There were liberal German poets such as Freiligrath, and leaders

of the Italian risorgimento such as the great Mazzini; and there

was Karl Marx, pondering with Friedrich Engels his blueprint for
revolution. DBut Louis Kossuth, just escaped from Austrian tyranny
end a Turkish jail, easily stole the show. He was cheered by both
working people and the aristoeracy - although labor knew that he
was no sociglist in the Trade Union sense, and the conservative
politiciaens were quite aware of his republicanism. His popularity
was tremendous. When he embarked at Southempton, with hig wife
Therese and a group of friends, the Mayor and many officials
appeared to bid him farewell, Yet the grandiose welcome prepared
for him by the American people was the greatest climax of all.

How right he had been to sneer at poor Loles Montez, that am=-
pitious adventuress in decline! Her little fame was the merest
echo compared to his, Only Lafayette had been accorded such over=-
whelming ovations. The streets he passed through were lavishly
decorated with +the Hungarien tricolor, entwined with the Stars and
Stripes; the general enthusiasm was indescribable. Thomas Nichols,

in his instructive book Forty Yesrs of American Life, mentions

Kossuth's gaudy arrivael emonz "Excitements and Sensations™, together

with the last visit of Henry Clay to New York, the solemn reception




of the first Japanese Ambassadors, and " that great and wonderful
reception of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales," eldest son
cf Queen Victoria.

"The welcome of Kossuth was as enthusiastic as any revolu-
tionary could desire. New York turned out its million of specta-
tors, and its twenty regiments or so of citizen soldiery, to
honor the illustrious Magyar. He had a triumphal progress, with
brilliant processions, eloquent speeches, grand banquets. We had
an immense dinner at the Astor House, with abundance of mutual
glorification..."

The romantic hero entered the banquet hall at the side of
Kayor Kingsland. Among the distinguished citizens there to greet
him were the Governor of Connecticut and Genersl Watson Webb, The
Reverend Bethune said grace; cordial messages from Henry Clay and
Daniel Webster were read aloud. The tables were charmingly deco-
rated with little statues in sugar, showing Kossuth's entry under
a triumphal arcn, or the Statue of Liberty. There was an abundance
of toasts and oratery, Kossuth's cwn speech beiyig the high point.
He opened with a coy apology for his poor English: " I have learned
it in my prison cell in buda, but never had an opportunity of spea-
king." The audience, of course, was charmed by his modesty-parti-
cularly as his flow of speech was not in the least hampered by his
foreign accent: on the contrary, the slight Hungerian twist geve
a delightful savour to his impetuous eloguence.

He spoke for hours, for days, weeks, and months - almost
without interruption., He spoke in Brooklyn and Philadelphia, in
Bal timore, Boston, Pittsburgh, Cineineti. He spoke in every city
of any size. He spoke from pulpits, platforms, theatre stages;
at dinner tables, in club rooms, ciourches universities. He

harangued military groups, religious organizations, mass meetings ,

and the Congress of the United States. He toured the entire coun-
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try. He appeared in New Orleans, Charleston, Richpmmd, and
Washington. He spoke on despotism,trade, balance of power, pre=-
sent day democracy. He always spoke about Hungary. He became a
machine for words - sweet and flattering words, demanding, threa-
tening, thundering ones. He used with experienced mastery the
grand vocabulery of the romentic revolutionary, the suffering pa-
triot, the noble vietim of reactionary powers. He thrilled in-
numerable audiences with the rhapsodic style of 1848, spiced with
a touch of Hungarien paprica - intensified by the savage rhythm of
a Maygar rhapsody. He repeated, indefatigable, the gloomy epic

of his country's struggle and martyrdom: how it had risen against
its tyrents and virtually achieved independence - until a third
power, Russia, interposed with an overwhelming military force, and,
after shooting and gibbeting thousends of its best citizens, re-
pleced the chains of the Hungarian people and consigned them to a
still more terrible bondage. ‘L‘he inspired narrator was also very
good at adding a few details concerning his own tragic fate. He
brought home to his hearers the bitterness of exile, especially
for an ardent patriot of his stamp.

"Before 1 stepped across the frontier I lay down on the soil
of my native land; 1 pressed upon it a sobbing kiss of filial love:-
I tock a handful of earth; one step, and I was like the hull of a
wrecked ship..."

There were many moist eyes in the audience.

Kossuth was a tremendous success.,

Banguets and torcnlight processions; speeches, receptions,
meetings, parties, all sorts of ceremonies and testivities; at
every railway station, people gathered to cheer him; it was a

continual triumph - and a contigual strain. Sometimes he thought
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that he could not bear it miich longer; espécially during the first
weeks of the journcy he was often on the point of collapse, In
Philadelphia, on Christmas Lve, he had to be carried to bed, with
fever and all the symptoms of a nervous breakdown. Neverthless

be managed to attend a reception given in his honor, at Indepen-
dence Hall, the next morning. Mayor Gilpin in his introductory
speech praised the Hungarian guest as one of the greatest living
men. “The Cokmander of the Pennsylvenia militia, Colonel Page, pre-
sented him with a gocld Maltese cross and a handsome medallion

witnh George Washington's portrait framed in pearls. On the back

the rollowing words were engraved: To Louis Kossuth, the Patriot

of Hungery and Friend of Humanity - from an American Volunteer.

There is difficulty to him who wills. Kossuth was moved, gave a

speech - and promptly came down with a new attack of fever.
Opposite the hotel room where he lay ill, a gigentic poster
was set up, showing the Goddess of Liberty, proudly erect, with
her heel upon the prostrate Habsburg's neck. Lajos gazed at this
encouraging allegory, as he struggled against the feverish night-
mares, the weariness, the pain. Later he had to receive a delega-
tion of teachers, presenting a thirteen year old poy - a sort of
infant prodigy who had won the school prize for the best speech
of welcome to Louis Kossuth. The youngster recited his speech, in
a piping, drowsy littvle voice. The sick hero nodued politely.
Llhere was an ambarréssing silence wnen the boy had finished.
Finally Kossuth observed, with a faint, worn-out smile: ™ If
this is your youth, your country will always preserve its free-
dome. I thank you, gentlemen."

The whole city was illuminated with bengal lights in the
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Hungerien colors. Kossuth was the hero of the day. His friends
sald to him: " You must be very proud, Lajosi™ He did not ans-
wer. His face was numb and tired. After & silence he said: " I
hope 1 shall be in good shape on New Year's Day - for the reception
at the White House. In Washington L may trind out, at last, whether
this jourmey is a success - or a failure..."

It was a failure. He did not let himself be fooled by the
exquisite courtesy oI Fresident Fillmore nor by the cordisl re-
ccption in Congress. He was invited to attend a session in the
Capitol, on January 7, 1852, the highest honor ever granted to a
Toreigner since the days of Lafayette. The Congressman from Chio,
lir. Carter, greeted him as " Governor Louis Kossuth" - whereupon
all the gentlemen present rose. The celebrated visitor expressed
his firm conviction that the New dorld would bring about the final
vietory of liberty.

He was overwhelmed with lavish marks of sympathy and respect;
he received an abundance of great words and little gifts. Kossuth
Committees were established wherever he sppeared. He seemed
sopeful, optimistic, entirely satisfied with the results of his
rhetorical efforts. When he left Massachusetts, in May, he address-
ed. the Kossuth Committee at Boston with these confident words:

Gentlemen: Departing from the State of Massechusetts, I leave
the interests of the ceause which I plead - the cause of c¢ivil and
religious liberty in Zurope - in the hands of you, who possess my
full confidence. ...l hope that your comrittee will, to this end,
become the centre of action for New knglend, and, if possible, for
the Union. A cause advocated by such men as you, gentlemen, cannot
fail to be successful.

but he already knew that his cause was lost: that his Americean

mission had failed.

Thomas Nlcholas, witty and conscientiougs chronicler of
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american life, gives this explanation for Koscuth's ultimate
failure:

Kossuth wanted money. The americans were ready to spend a
million - they did spend millions in a populer manifestation, of
which he was the center and occasion; but they did not believe in
or care enough for him or his cause to give him a tenth part of
the money they were ready to expend in dinners and processions.
Besides, Kossuth travelled en prince. He had a suite of nearly a
hundred persons, who drank costly nes, smoked the best of ci=-
gars, and lived like fighting-cocks. The hotel bills were enormous;
people gzot tired of paying them; the Hungarian stock fell flat,
and Kossuth left very quietly the country that had = few weeks
before received him in a frenzy of excitement.

This is a crude over=-simplification - although probably based
on a grain of truth. It seems safe to assume that Kossuth, lavish
as he was with words and dollars, did become something of a burden
to his American hosts. But the decisive reasons for his final
lack of success are more serious and more complax. For he was not
mainly interested in expensive wines and cigars; the purpose of
his glamorous journey was very much more far-reaching. He came,
in fect, on a highly political mission - and it was for politieal
reasons that he failed. His 1dea was nothing less than to per=-
suade the United States to engege in armed intervention against
Austria and Russia.

He declared: The international law not to interfere with the
daomestic affairs of other nations had been first recognized, then

betrayed by Russia. - "™ Therefore, I claim the aid of the United

States - : so that Hungary may have an opportunity to organize
her strength against Russian despotism. This is the reason that I
ask the United States to become the executive power to recognize
the right of every nation to dispose of itself. This is the only
glory which is yet wanting to the list of your glorious stars ....

The people of the United States, having successfully asserted their




omn independence, have scarcely any other calling than to become
the asserters of freedom equally for other lands."

He fully realized the tremendous implications of his moral
and political postulate. He did not try to conceal or to belittle
the dangerous consequences involved in the policy that he so
strongly urged. He said - in his address to the New York Bar -:

Yes, gentlemen, I confess, should Russia not respect such a
declaration of jour country, then you are obliged, literally
obliged, to go to war, or else be prepared to be degraded before
mankind from your dignity. Yes, I confess that would be the case.
But you are powerful enough to defy any power on earth in a just
¢ouse, as your Washington said.

It was, however, just this highest authority whom he had men-
tioned - the very authority of George Washington that was quoted
azainst him and his " New Doctrine of Llntervention." He was
blamed in Congress, shortly after his personal appearance there,
for not having paid sufficient homage to that great American.
Senator Jeremiah Clemens of Alabama delivered a violent speech
against Kossuth, on February 12, 1852:

If Kossuth had been the ardent republican which he is repre-
sented, there is one spot in this vicinity no difficulty would
have deterred him from visiting. Neither storm nor tempest -
the summer's heat nor winter's snow shouli have prevented him from
meking a pilgrimege to Mount Vernon, and kneeling et the tomb of
the wisest, the noblest, the purest of all those who have done
battle in the cause or mankind...But the spot where the remains of
Washington are interred, has been fndisturbed by Hungarian feet ...

Kossuth or Washington? was the catchning title of a lengthy

address delivered in the Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia,
by H.A, Boardmen, U.D. It is a remarkable document, rith both

in feeling and in logical argument. The speaker was obviously
an honest friend of Kossuth and Kossuth's cause - and at the same

time gravely disturbed by " various indications which show that




a concerted effort is about to be made to break down the principle
of non-intervention, which has hitherto been fundamental to our
foreign policy, and to involve us actively in the conflicts of
Europe."

He put the question bluntly: "Are we to send fleets and
armies to Eurcpe ( for this is the English of it), or are we to
teke care of this Union?" He then analyses ana refutes all the
reasons offered by Kossuth concerning the necessity of American
intervention. America must intervene- according to the Hungarian
agitator -, not merely out of idealistic motives, but also, or

chiefly, for the purpose of self-preservation.

The despots of Eurcpe will not be satisfied with surpressing
the free nationalities contiguous to them. Having effected this
end, they will turn their attention against the United States.

And if you do not take the positicn I humbly claim, you will have
to fight a war single-handed, within less than give years,against
Russia and all Europe.

This was in Pittsburgh. In Cincinnati he said:

Remember = you will have to fight, surrounded by enemies,
weakened by discord, standing forsaken, single-nanded, alone,
azainst the whole world.

lr. Boardman, however- the speaker in ~hiladelphia-, after
having praised Kossuth's personality and the Hungarian people,
thet " gallant race, which, after repeatedly rolling back the
devastating torrent of lohammedanism, was now compelled to see its
own ancient and beloved church made the football of Jesult intoler-
ance and Austrian tyranny," drew the conclusion that the " Utopian
doctrine of intervention to prevent intervention" must be flatly
condemned:

Because it would throw the intluence of this nation, hither-

to the beneficent guardian of pesce and happiness among the na-
tions, into the scale of merciless and insatiable war.
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It would be absurd - in Mr. Boardman's opinion- to accuse
the american government or people of ever having been indifferent
to the progress and liberty of other lands: " Whenever a nation
has revolted against its taskmaster, we have cheered them by our
sympathy and instructed them by our example." Yet Americans should
never rorget the principle formulated by Washington in his Fare-
well Address: " The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to
foreign nations, is, in extending our commercial relations, to have
as little political connection with them as possible." Americans
must nov forget - Mr. Boardman insisted - the sound tenets of
Washington, Jefferson, Jackson: " keeping out of the vortex of
European polities; avolding all entangling alliances; abstaining
from any intervention in the affairs of other governments, as con-
trary to our prineiples of national policy."”

The crucial problem discussed by Lajos Kossuth and his ideo-
lozical opponents, is the issua of Isolationism and Intervention,
Kossuth said: The United States will be able to maintain her own
independence and liberty, only if she gauarantees and defends the
independence and liberty of other nations as well., The United
States will inevitably ruin herself if she tries to make compro-
mises with the boundless aggresiveness of European autperats.
Williem H, Seward agreed with Kossuth when he said to the Senate:
"This Republic is, and forever must be, a living offense to Hussia
and to Austria, end to despotic powers everywnere." He predicted
that the Czar might attempt to make the whole of Lurope his own
sphere of influence. ™ If the Russian Autocrat Prevails in that
contest, we shall be left without friends or allies in the Eastern

world."™
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The isolationist, on the other hand, gives a aifferent
interpretation of "America's mission."

The great thing we have done for the world, has been, under
Prof#idence, to establish and maintain a just, wise, and well-or-
dered government - in all essential particulars, a ' model' of what
a govermment should be, ...We may look forward without presumption
to a future as brilliant as our past career has been illustrious.
We shall consummate with honor the sublime mission confided to us
for mankind, and achieve a still more signal fullfilment of the
prophecy: "All Nations shall call you blessed."

The whole debate, carried on with zZeal and candor and on a
remarkably high intellectual level, is most revealing - and at the
same time confusing. The parallels to the contemporary situation
are obvious. Yet the basic differences between the political
realities of Kossuth's period and ours are as drastlic as the
resemblances. Kossuth's warning of the dreadful war which America
might have to fight, " single-handed, within less than rive years",
unless she promptly fulfilled her moral and political obligations-
his urgent appeal to American generosity and sense of self-pre=-
servation, sounds today partly like an unscrupulous trick, partly
like an inspired prophecy. He was mistaken as far as the immediate
menace of the Russian Czar was concerned. He was mistaken in re-
lation to the standards of technique and the political tactics of
that time. His warning was exaggerated, premature, and obviously
influenced by his own interests. But was he misteken in principle?
Was his "™ new scheme™ really qulte erroneous? Was he actually
wronz when he claimed that the universal solidarity of Democracy
was the only means of preserving Democracy from ultimate collapse?
He anticipated the rundamental conception of the indivisibility
of Civilization. He believed in Collective Security.

His immediate political program - to persuade the United
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States to take military action against the Czar and the House of
Habsburg - was obviously absurd. The moral impact of his desperate
appeal, however, was significent - much more so tian he himself
may have realized.

The arguments used against him, proved infinitely stronger
and more convincing than anything he had to say. It was inevi-
table that his immoderate nopes should be frustrated. 1t was not
only, nor primarily, American complacency and national selfishness
that csused his disappoiniments: American Common Sense denied
nis frantic demands. Yet we cannot help looking at him with pro-
found sympathy, even with admiration. He makes a pathetic figure,
but with a grendeur all his own: the indefatigable traveller,
carrying his message through the continents, always dynamic, char-
ming, proudly concealing his hopelessness and despair; always pic-
turesque and attractive, in his theatrical costume, with his exu-
berant gestures. He still smiles and thunders, pours out words,
continues his grandiose performance. But his face is beginning to
be tracked with bitterness. He had feiled in the United States of
America. He will also fail in his attempt to win Napoleon § 8 &
Emperor of France, and Victor Emmenuel, King of Italy. Nobody
will help him to liberate his subjugated natvion. He will write,
as an ageing man:

A Hungarien question may exist, I pbelieve it does exist
hidden in hearts, but not before the world....There are nc longer
Hungarian refugees.- 1, with my sons end a few faitnful friends,
stand alone, - forsaken, solitary wanderers in the desert.

This atmosphere of hopelessness was already about him -

though not yet obviously,- wihen he left the United States, on




e

July l4, 1852, after a glamorous and senseless stay of more than
seven months. He hastened his departure because he had recelved
news from his mother that she was being bothered by aAustrian
agents in her refuge at brussels. An unnoticed couple, lr. and
Mrs. Smith, embarked on the vessel Africa. Lajos Kossuth had cho-
sen this modest disguise for himself and his wife, as if ashamed
of his own identity. What a dreary transformation! He resembles
an actor or opera singer who has put off his fancy clothes and
removed his meke-up. No spectacular gestures, no great words any
more. He has sung his besutiful aria of liberty, solidarity, in-
dependence. People liked his voice and his appearance. He was
welcomed end cheered. MNow the show is over - or at least his blg
solo scene, But the great drama goes on: is going on today. Walt
Whitman meent him, too - Lajos Kossuth of Hungary - when he called

out " To a foil'd European Revolutionaire":

Then courage! European revolter! revoltiress:
For, till all ceases, neitner must you cease.

Revolt! and the bullet for tyranta!l
Did we think victory great?

So it is - But now it seems to me, when it cannot be help'd, that
defeat 1s great,

And that death and dismay are great.

The Young Tiger:

The French colony of New York, in the second half of the
1¢th. Century, gay end fairly influentiel, especially in matters

of taste end culture. There was still something like & French
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Quarter, in the vicinity of Liberty Street end around Washington
Square, with French theatres, restaurants, and stores. A new-
comer from Paris found meny social centers where hisg langusge was

spoken and there even was a French paper, the Courrier des Etats -

Unis.

The young doctor, however, who landed in New York from the
steamer Etna of the Imman Line, in the autumn of 1865, lost little
sympathy on that periodical; he thought the Courrier too closely
connected with Napoleon III, " the Tyrant of the Tuileries."™ The
young man was bltterly opposed to the Lmperor, as to many other
things - such as the Catholic Church, German romanticism, the
costly head-dresses of the Empress Eugénle, French Eoyalists, and
all kinds of reactionary, obtuse or mystical ideas. He believed in
Freedom, Reason, and Justice; in Greek philcsophy, Roman strategy,
Latin lucidity; in the dignity of a man as a result of incessant
intellectual endeaver and of the French Revolution. He was gifted
with a sardonie wit, enormous vitality, and a total absence of-
sense of humour, He was a fair scholar, as well as a sparkling
causeur, an elegant horseman, and a moderately good fencer. EHe
soon became & popular figure in the journalistic and artistie
circles of New York City. FHis neme was Bugbtne Franklin Georges
Clemenceau.

He had just completed his medical studies in Paris, when
the ides came to him of travelling to England and the United States-
definitely against the will of his father. Yet old Monsieur Cle-
menceeu should have had more understanding for his son's wayward

character; for it was from his father that Georges had inherited
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his obstinacy and recklessness. bBenjemin Clemenceau, also a
doctor, was & philosophical Jaccbin of the old, inflexible order.
Ee was known emong his friends for loathing only one thing more
than Louis-Philippe, end thet was Napoleon III. He had the honor-
able -reputation of spending more time in cursing both Bourbons

and Bonepartes than in curing patients. His son, consequently, was
brought up on the stern doctrines of " idealistic materielism" -

embrecing both e grim scepticism and a militant bellef in Democracy

as the ultimete mission of men., No wonder that the rirst political
activity of the young scholar in Paris was the composition of a
violent manifesto, bristling with attacks against the clergy and
inviting & group of friends to "™ bind themselves to oppose the
presence of a priest at birth, marriage, or death.” They solemnly
established a 'Do-as-yousthink association', with 'Science es its
law, and Justice as its aim.'

Those were the distant, romentic days of the Latin Quarter,

when the French spirit was at its most flamboyant. The young
ertists, already anticipating the coming outburst of Impressionism =
thet impetuous invesion of glowing life into art- still flocked
respectfully around the masters, Courbet and Corot. Clememnceeu
mede friends with Emile Zola and the brothers Goncourt. A4 group of
inspired youngsters launched a progressive newspaper, Le Travail;
they had to camouflage their refractory ideas because of the rigid
control wielded by the Emperor's politicel censorship. Zola was
the poet, Clemenceau the literary and dpamatie critic of the
sheet. Sometimes they grew tired of caution and dlplomacy. C le-
menceau challenged the Imperial dictator: ™ They can silence us,

but they cennot meke us lie!"™ He was sent %o prison- only for
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seventy -three days, but they seemed like as many years. He left
France in order to avoid a repetition of this annoying episode.

His stay in Englend was short, with a visit to John Stuart
Mill as its climex, Clemencesu was planning to translate Mill's
work on Auguste Comte into French. He also had a glimpse of social
conditions in Britain, and was struck by the contrast between
upper-class wealth and the squalid plight of the poor.

He arrived in America seething with curiosity, hankering for
knowledge and activity. At that time - when even France, homeland
of Revolution, lay under the heel of a shrewd despot- alarmed
Democrats all over the world were turning hopeful and anxious eyes
to the United States - watching the aftermath of the Civil Viar,
the delicate and vital process of Reconstruction. Lincoln's
assassination had profoundly shocked all faithful adherents of
progress. Lverywhere the question was being asked: Will the Union
be able to rehabilitate itself witnout having recourse to dictator-
ship?

Clemeanceau was commissioned to discuss this crucial question
for the readers of the Paris newspaper Le Temps-&t that time an
organ of Democretic radicalism. Most of his articles appeared
anonymously as his name was anathema to French censors. His fixed
salary was 150 francs a month- which was a modest payment for his
services, but enabled him, together with the allowance he received
from his father, to live in relative comfort.

He liked New York, although he remarked that it was weak in
ideas and good coffee. Yet he enjoyed strolling through the streets

of Manhattan, and he soon felt at home in his little flat on
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12th., Street. He had a reserved table at Pfaff's, on Broadway -
then a meeting ground of the literati.

Among his more intimate friends in New York were Williem E,
Marshell - an American artist whom he had met at Paris -, the
enterprising Bostonian Edwerd Howard House, then dramatic eritic
of the New York Tribune, and Horace Greeley, whom he later praised
as " the perfect type of a political Journalist, struggling for
the enlightenment of the macses."

It is characteristie that he sought,almost exclusively, the
scclety of journalists and politicians anc showed little interest
in his " colleagues", the plysicians. It is easy, in fact, to forget
that he was & doctor, a profession obviously unsuited to his resal
gifts and tendencies. He did not possess that patient love for man
in all his weakness and misery, that comscientious pity that meakes
the great physician., He was obsessed with a cold passion for
Justice - the dry ecstasy of a rationalistiec Preacher. His elo-
quence and moral determination would seem rather to have destined him
Tor the law. But his pugnacious temper and drive led him to polities.

He loved politics. He not only believed in the parlismentery
system, but actually needed, and could not exist without, that lively
sordid atmosphere of scandal end intrigue, of violent debate and per-
petual struggle- all those devious efforts in the cause of career,
party, fatherland, and general human progress. He was firmly con-
vinced of the educational function of Democracy. He beiieved that
any political problem should be discussed in publie until the correct
solution was found. He believed in correct sclutions of involved

affeirs. He said: ™ A question is never settled until it is gettled

rignt."
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The man who was to become one of the great leaders of the
French nation, was a fairly good journalist and reliable corres-
pondent, though rather limited in his interests, For he was so
completely concerned with political happenings that he neglected
cultural and artistic metters. Though he reported, with meticulous
care, the most insignificent details of current political events,
he had almost nothing to say of the fascinating coming-of-age of
American culture. He let pass unnoticed even the most festive
events of literary life- such as the banquet given to Charles
Dickens by the New York press, on April 18, 1868, at Delmonico's.
Clemenceau's neme did not appear in the list of participants, al=-
though his great friend, Horace Greeley, presided as toastmaster,

As a political observer, however, the young doctor was of
penetrating intelligence,- witty, far-seeing and very wide awsake.
His eriticism of smerican life was not devoid of sympathy and recal
respect; his prophecies concerning the future of America were highly
optimistic, despite hls realistic sense of the dangers and dirffi-
culties tnen confronting this country. These threats to peaceful
development were a source of genuine concern to him., He told his
readers of the alarming size of the Federal Debt, which amounted,
in 1868, to the fabulous sum of more tham two-and-a-half billion,
He discussed, frankly and earnestly, the various problems of American
policy, both foreign and domestic; the crisis in trade and industry
following the war boom; the continuing resentment of the Southern
States after their deteat; the outrages of the Ku-Klux Llan, the
viclent protests against What Southeners called the "Crime of

Reconstruction" - including " the unbearable burden of negro rule




supported by the bayonets of the North."

He also anaslyzed thne events and tensions complicating America's
relations with foreign countries - dealing in detail with the Irish
problem and the propaganda of the Fenian Society as a menace to
aAnglo=-American friendship. He was especially concerned, however,
with the rutnless intervention of Napoleon III in Mexico and the
ominous situation of that country, which reached its c¢limax in the
death of Maximillian during Clemenceau's stay in the United States.
iln the five years of his visit there was an abundance of material
for the young correspondent,

There was the affailr of the Alabema Claims - that serious
quarrel between the United States and Britain over sone warships
built for the Confederacy and slipped away from English ports, during
the Livil War, to prey on the commerce of the Union. The damage
done by the alabama was considerable - directly as well as indirectly:
in the destruction of merchant ships and cargoes, and - which was
graver still - in encouragement of the Conferate cause. Charles
Summer, chairmen of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, de-
manded that the British should pay ¥ 200,000,000, besides giving up
Canada, Honduras and Guiana. Feeling ren high, until in 1871 a
compromise was found.

There was the Purchase of Alaska, in 1867 - that tremendous
bargain between Czar aAlexander 1I of Russle and the Government of
the United States: 577,3%0 square miles for $ 7,200,000 - ; and
there were the astounding accomplishments and still more astounding
intrizues of blg Hailway Bullding, with communication cetween the

Atlentic and the Pacific Coasts finally completed, in Nay 1869.




Clemenceau was ardently interested in all manifestations,
great or petty, of Democratic life. Eagerly he watched the smooth
or refractery working of the vast politicel machinery, the ever=-
changing moods and tendencies within the parties and fections, the
increasing unpopularity of the President, Andrew Johnson. In his
first dispatch from Washington, in 1865, Clemenceau noted: "Repu-
olicans and Democrats vie with each other in expressing their friend-
ship for Mr. Johnson." Twc years and some months afterwards, how-
ever, he gave a detailed report of "™ The President's Triel."

That rather sordid affair - the Impeachment of Mr. Johnson
by the Senate of the United States - was, in the opinion of Georges
Clemenceau, a cruclal matter but also a thoroughly exciting spec-
tacle. He enjoyed it tremendously, avidly snuffing up the odor of
le grand scandal.

The black cloud has finally broken. The President called upon
the lightning, and the lightning came. Andrew Johnson, President
of the United States, has been impeached, and the Senate is pre-
paring to pass judgment upon him.

So he opens his startling account for Le Temps. Most ingen-
iously, he built up and dramatized the " affair", already in some-
thing of the grand polemic style which he later developed as a par-
tigipant and witness of the great French affairs, Dreyfus and
Penama.

What had actually occurred in Washington, was rather dreary,
In March 1867, Congress had passed a law called the Tenure of

Office Act, which forbade the President 0 remove officers of the

Government without consent of the Senate. The main purpose of the
new law was to keep Mr. Stanton at the head of the War Department;

for he was a devoted friend and followers of the radical leaders
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of Congress. Mr. Johnson, however, removed the Secretary regard-
less of the Act.

The House impeached the President, on February 24, 1868, and
in the following month, the Senate assembled under the presidency
of Chief Justice Chase to try the sensational case. Clemenceau
observed:

Mr. Johnson, like Medea, stands absolutely alone. He is his
own sole remaining friend. Unhappily, he does not suffice.

Yet the Senate failed, by one vote of the two-thirds necessary
to convict the President, <The radical Republicans were disappoin-
ted, and so was the correspondent from Paris. Mr, Johnson finished
out his term, constantly antagonized and heckled by Congress, openly
despised by the Republican leaders.

Clemenceau, for all his passion for Justice, failed to recog-
nize that a condemnation of the President would have been unfair,
for the Act had been invented and passed mainly to set a trap for
Johnson. Clemenceau's judgment in this entire matter was obvious-
ly influenced, if not determined, by his emotions of sympathy
and hatred. He thoroughly disliked Johnson, and was wholely in
sympathy with the radical kepublicans,

He believed in General @rant, whom he had met and admired at
the Army Headquarters, long before the 1868 elections. Immediately
after his arrivel in 1865 he had made a hasty trip to the South,

He found the ecity of Richmond in ruins and General Grant in great
form. Fifty-two years later, solemnly addressing the American
troops in France, he was to recall that visit:

I have for long admired American institutions, and know them
all. I was in your country during the last days of the Civil War,
and was in Richmond five minutes before General Grant captured the

TOWL
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The first great speech in Congress which he reported for his
newspaper, was that of Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania, on Decem-
ber 18, 1865. The impetuous Chairman of the Committee on Appropria-
tions was known as an ardent foe of the South and active leader of
the radical Republicans, who head- decided to punish the " rebels"
severely, It was the same Thaddeus Stevens whom President Johnson
had attacked, in a coarse speech from the balcony of the white House
on Washington's birthday, 1866. Stevens, Summer and Philipps were
not only trying - according to Mr. Johnson- to rob the President of
his legal powers, but were also encouraging those who planned his
assassination,

Clemenceau, however, was emphatically on their side, and
thought of them as carrying on the great French tradition of the
" rjghts of mean.," He watched the Presidential Campaign of 1868,
not merely as a keenly interested observer, but also as a passionate
nartisan, He wanted General Grant to win.

Yet judging by his amusing stories dealing with the Cempaign,
it appears that he manasged nevertheless to remain the detached wit-
ness of this colorful battle - aloof, witty, malicious.

The American carnival takes place every four years, and lasts
about two months. The pretext for the general universal dissolute-
ness of mind is the presidential election.

He described the gaudy open air meetings in Union Square, with
platforms and stands decorated with Japanese lanterns. ke watched,
with sardonic smazement, & mass meeting in Tammany Hall, with 8ooo
people present: "When the spesker appeared on the platform he was
welcomed with such cheers as only Irish throats can produce and

which I can compare only to the roars of wild animals...™
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The Frenchman was puzzled snd a little put off by the exuber-
ent rudeness of American political manners. But when Grant had
won, he ckied out, jubilantly:

The Republican victory is dazzling ana decisive. It provides
a sure guarantee that reaction will not rule, and that the blacks
will not be left to the mercy of their former masters, Of her
slaves America means to make, and will meke, citizens and free men.

His conclusive article in Le Temps of May 7, 1870, commenting
upon the ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment, was written in
Paris, after his return from the United States. He heartily approved
of tnat new completion of American Democracy, guaranteeing that

" The rights of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be

denied or abridged by the United States, or by any State, on account

of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

He had come to America as & bachelor - and went home a married
man.,

He had met Miss Mary Plummer while teaching French at the
Eatherine Aiken School for Girls, in Stamford, Connecticut. His
father, angry at his prolonged stay abroad, had cut off his allow-
ance, and Georges had been obliged to accept this job. He proved
an excellent pedagogue - though his Gallic charm and intriguing
appearance turned out to be somewhat dangerous for the emotional
equilibrium of his female students.

At the Commencement of 1868, "Dr. Clemencezu's grateful
pupils" presented him with a fine copy of Washington Irving's

Sketch Book. In the collective dedication "™ To our admired Teacher

.« s"appears, among others, the name of the orphan daughter of
General Plummer, of Springfield.
She was of good old New England stock, and well guarded by a




little army of trustées, aunts and uncles. Her sudden idea of
gettins married to an unknown alien- a piratical young man of
dubious convictions and eccentric manners - was regarded by the
Plummer tribe as a scandalous whim. She was madly in love with
her fascinating French teacher - that young tiger rashly admitted
as guardian of the innocent sheep.

The young lady refused to listen to reason. ©She confronted
her family with a fait accompli: "I em his fiancéel™

Lhe situation grew still more precarious when Clemenceau
bluntly refused to attend any religious ceremonies: he was a
n"free-thinker", and faithfully held to the axioms once formulated
in his anti-clerical manifesto: 'Do as you think! Oppose sternly
the presence of & priest at birth, marriage, or death!"'

There was no representative of the Church present when Miss
Mary Plummer became the bride of Monsieur Georges Ulemenceau, on
June 25, 1869, in the City Hall of New York.

He returned to France, where he had been once in the meantime,
for a few months, to present the Plummer clan to the Clemenceau
family. This time, however, he came home for good, and at a moment
of crucial historical significance. It was the year 1870- fatal to
the Second Empire, to Napoleon 1II, to rrance, to Clemenceau. 1t
was the tragic hour of Sedan, of La Débacle. Georges left his
young American wife in Brittany, and hastened to Paris.

His old enemy was defeated: the glib and inscmutable despot
with the smooth manners and the callous soul had lost his shrewd,
adventurous game. Up went the star of the radical republican, the

stern fighter for Liberty and Justice, the sober and inflexible
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patriot. Here he was, burning with faith in himself and in the
genius of France; eager for action, struggle and power - the future
Meyor of liontmartre, future holder of innumerable ofiices and po-
litical functions; the future ruler of his country's destiny, in the
hour of ultimate trial. Here he was, the coming master of la

. Granae Nation - offering to a conquered nation his lucid intelli-

gence, his will-power, his ambition, his wit, his cruelty, his faith,
his articulate inspiration, his truculent lust for revenge.

The young scholar and orator who returned from the United
States, found a nation on the edge of collapse. The task of a true
patriot was not to lament but to act, or to prepare action. The
humiliation had to be avenged; the nation must be reconstructed.

Reconstruction - this had been the central theme of Clemen-

ceau's letters from America. What he had watched and experienced
in the United States had prepared him in many respects for the du-
ties and dangers of his own career- his career for France. He had
learned a great deal during those five eventful and wandering years,
and was to put his knowledge to good use.

'Reconstruction...,' he thought. 'Over there they are recon-
structing- bravely and efficiently. Wwhy shouldn't we too?

La France est morte: Vive la France.'

The Prophet of Revolution:

TROTSKY.
Leon Trotsky, a successful writer and unsuccessful statesmen,

has a haughty contempt for those who are too much concerned with the
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"private™ problems of life. He is scornful of what he calls

" fietitious values", such as human love and generosity, patriotism,
freedom, or the solace of religion. All these notions and aspira-
tions are, in his opinion, not only chimerical but also objectively
harmful, as they aistract the mind from the sole task and purpose

of any ultimate value - Revolution.

His confidence is based entirely upon the idea of universal,
total, permanent Revolution - which will not only bring about the
ultimate solution of all earthly problems, but already is, in it-
self, a purifying process, embracing " everything that leads humanity
from out the dark night of the circumseribed I."

The movement is no doubt irregular and crooked, but the ten-
dency is constant. What every government does in turn in favor of
revolution becomes inviolable; what is attempted against it passes

over like a cloud: I enjoy watching this spectacle, in which I
understand every single sign; I observe these changes in the life

of the world as if I had received their explanation from shove; what
oppresses others, elevates me more and more, inspires and rortifies
me; how can you want me to accuse destiny, to complain sbout people
and curse tnem? Destiny- a laugh at it; and as for men, they are

too ignorant, too enslaved for me to feel annoyed at them.

On the past page of his Autobiography Irotsky quotes these
words written by the French socislist Proudhon in a prison cell, and
adds his approval, " despite their slight savor of ecclesiastical
eloguence."

The High Priest of Revolution - detached and haughty: blessed
with the possession of absolute Truth - has nothing but icy con-
tempt for any private, sentimental interpretation of life. His
withering glance defies maudlin curiosity. Yet we cannot but be
moved, in a simple and human fashion, by the immensity of his

efforts and his suffering.

What pathos there is in this story and personality! - autocra-
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tic in the realm of theory, but homeless, powerless in reality;
pushed from one country to another - an harassed pilgrim, the
Eternal Jew, burdened with his exorbitent intelligence, his tremen-
dous hatred; surrounded by doclle disciples, visible and invisible
foes, end his enormous and violent memories.

No poet would dare to invent the breath-taking drama that 1s
Leon Trotsky's life - with its spectacular climax, that short and
violent interlude of fullfilment and realization. Between two
endless periods of exile he bore the huge responsibilities of
actual rulership, the outrages, accomplishments, Jjoys and horrors
of almost unlimited power. What a savage contrast there is between
those years of sinister splendor, end all the others before and
after them - that constant martyrdom in squalid hotel rooms, dreary
flats, rented villes - somewhere in France, Austria or Switzerland,
then in Turkey, then in Mexico. The monotony, the ever-lasting
tension, the proudly concealed despair of those long murky eve=-
nings, torrid summer days, rainy afternoons in the fall! Those
countless hours, empty and restless, seething with gigantic plans
and calculations; pondering on the world situation; cursing his
enemies, mercilessly enalyzing their mistekes end crimes; always
in readiness to return to Russia end to take over again.

It is a strange experience to follow him for a little while
into the bleek dignity of his errant existence: to imagine his
daily life at one period or another, at one or another station of
his wendering.

It is the harbour of New York on January 13, 1917- a Sunday.

Through & chilly mist the famous skyline rises dimly, & wet moun-
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tain faintly profiled against the vague horizon.

Ihe boat stopped at three o'clock in the morning. Zverybody
woke up., Leon Trotsky paces the deck - a heavy and gloomy figure,
in his long, heavy overcoat. His wife follows him like a docile
shadow. <The two young boys chatter excitedly. "™ Is this the New
World, papa?" They ask in several lenguages, French and German and
Russian, having grown up in many different countries. They have
spoken clegant slang with the children of the conclerge, in Paris;
understood the jokes of the coachmen and soldiers in Vienna, and
even learned to speak German with that awkwerd and trust-inspiring
Swiss accent. Now, they are supposed to learn English. They have
practised it already with the stewards and sailors.

"Est-ce que c'est le Nouveau Monde, papa?"

He has a dreary, almost angry way of nodding. He does not
seem very happy.

The boys, howeverm go on with their cmuel questions: "Shall
we stay here a long time, papa?"

He shrugs. " It all depends on the developments in Europe ...
I have reasons to believe that the Revolution..."

The Revolution...The youngsters repeat the magic word with
wide eyes as other children might say: Christmas.

Medame Trotsky interferes: " The boys will catch a cold -
they should go to the dining room. It's terribly cold out here.
What an icy wind! You know, Seryosha really does need a new coabeeda®

Here I was in New York, city of prose and fantasy, of capi-
talist automatism, its streets a triumph of cubism, its moral
philosophy that of the dollar. New York impressed me tremendously

because more than any other c¢ity in the world, it is the fullest
expression of our modern age.
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These remerks, distinguished by neither originality nor en-
thusiasm, are almost the entire sum of Trotsky's observations in
his thick volume My Life , concerning the character of the world's
greetest city. A judgment made later and in another connection
is even more damning:

"New ¥ork - with its automatie unconcern for the msn without
gogng%?sok, technically perfected to suck the marrow from human

This was in a rather remaerkable essay on Céline's novel

Journey to the End of the Night. That desperate French nihiliss,

nowever - Louls-Ferdinand C&line - had actually seen New York -
if only its nightmarish aspects, the abjectness and filth and re-
volting eruelty of the city. Une wonders if Trotsky saw anything
of it at all. He was deaf and blind, for all his psychological
and social insight - : blinded by his fixed idea, his idol and
obsession - the Revolution.

Paredoxical as it may seem, it is undeniable that most refor-
mers, possessed as they are by the abstraction of the ceuse, have
little interest in men., It is herd to read without a shudder what
Trotsky hed to say, or had not to say, about his impression of
Paris. He admits, with a rather horrifying sincerity, that he
tried to " ignore" the most charming city on earth: ™ I was dise-
posed against it, fearing that it might distract me from my one
basic task, the prepasration of Revolution."

When he left New York, after a stormy stay of two months, he
confessed:

It would be a gross exaggeration to say that I learned much
about New York. I plunged into the affairs of American Socialism

too quickly, and I was straightway up to my neck in work for it.
The Russian Revolution came so soon that I only managed to catch
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the general life- rhythm of the monster known as New York, I was
leaving for Europe with the feeling of & man who has had only a
peep into the foundry in which the fate of man is forged.

Only too clearly he recognized the paramount importance of
the United States for all future international developments -~ po=-
litical, cultural, social. He kept asking himself: 'Will Europe be
gble to stand it? Will it not be reduced to a graveyard? And will
the economic and cultural centers of gravity not shift to America?’
Yet he could not afford even superficially to acquaint himself with
the expressions and tendencies of American life. He saw no one but
his close political comrades, many of them Russians - ; he attended
no public gatherings but political meetings at which he appeared
as speaker. We must search his memoirs in vain for allusions to
any special beauty or distinguishing features of New York; there
is no reference, hostile or otherwise, to any names connected with
cultural life, in America. His ascetic attitude excluded all so=-
ciael, intellectual or friendly contacts with people other than a
small group of active socialists.

There are many stories, inspired by gossip or political malice,
concerning his sordid and adventurous doings in the United States.
He was a drunkard and regular visitor of an evil dive situated
neer his home; he cheated his lenclord and even went so far as to
steal carpets, furniture and pictures; expert in all varieties of
vice, he explored the lowest quarters of San Frencisco. All this
is the most obvious and slenderous nonsense, yet in a way these
stories compare almost favorably with the rather dreary facts:

For the habits and vices so lavishly attributed to Trotsky would

humenize as well as debase his perscnality. The Prophet of
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Communism had neither time nor energy to waste on puerile debauches.
We have no reason to question the accuracy of his own statement:

"My only profession in New York was that of a revolutionary so-
cialist."

He settled down in the Bronx, modestly, emong working people.
His life was that of a busy journalist or minor politician-: gre-
garious, though in an austere, utilitarien way; devoid of glamour
and frivolity; overburdened with work, méetings, discussions. The
day after his arrival he started writing for the Russian paper, Nowg
Mir ("The New World"), the editorial staff of which he later
joined. He collaborated and argued by turns with his Russian fel-
low-refugees, such as Bucharin whom he did not dislike but thought
® too impressionaple', always influenced, dominated by somebody";
or Madame Kolontay, whose ™ ultra-left" attitude of that period he
ridiculed in his memoirs, especially in view of her laster capitula=-
tion to Stalin, the " Traitor of Revolution".

He participated in the political activities and keen dis-
cussions of the international labor circles of New York, establi-
shing or renewing contacts with aAmericen, German, Finnish, or
Jewish socialists, Promptly and passionately, he launched out into
a movement to divide the Party, separating the " left" wing from
the "™ right". For he was dissatisfied with the lukewarm attitude
of the Social Democrats snd attacked their csution, their purely
emotional pacifism ena servile respect for national institutions:
"Woodrow Wilson meent to them much more than Karl Mark..."

America was busily getting ready for war - a war which he

called with sarconic mockery " the war for liberty and democracy."”




He noticed that the new wave of noisy nationalism was having its
effect even on experienced socialists, such as Hillquit, leader of
the American Party. He argued with Gompers, a LDutch Jew and former
cigar meker, then leader of the American Federation of Labor, who
for all his long record of proletarian struggle maintained that
labor organizations should be kept aloof from polities. Lrotsky
disliked certain anarcho-syndicalistic elements in Gomper's con-
ception of an enti-political labor movement. His violent tempera-
ment was also bound to clash with such respectable veterans of so=-
cialism as old Schlueter, editor of the Volkszeitung.

Among the younger editors of that German organ, however, was
a man whose talent and integrity the revolutionary psychologist
promptly recognized: Ludwig Lore, than in the beginning of his
journali:stic career, became one of his few intimate friends in
that period. 1n Lore's Brooklyn home - where Irotsky had stayed
tfor some days after his arrival - a group of younger radicals
gathered, usually once a week- on Thursdeys - to exchange opinions
and observations. They drank tea and cursed capitalism. The air
was filled with their cigarette smoke and their common indignation,
their inflexible confidence. 'Lhey discussed plans for a new So-
cielist weekly that would really represent Marxien spirit. They
were enthusiastic and bright, and meant to be utterly " reallstic.™
They despised illusions, especielly illusions concerning Democracy.
Trotsky, in his first contribution to the Novy lir, had announced:

I left a Europe wallowing in plood, but L left with a pro-
tound faith in 2 coming revolution. And it was with no democratic
%é;?ﬁf??a that I stepped on the soil of this old-enough New

But the faith in revolution: was that not an illusion tco?




G

Irotsky and his friends were firmly convinced that the World War
would necessarily, inevitably bring forth the World Revolution,
They did not know yet in which country the great process would
start; but they had no doubt that the long anticipated event, once
started, would spread over the globe - swiftly and triumphantly -,
and that a sounder and better world would emerge from the slaughter
end destruction.

Trotsky, in that fatal year of 1917, had little time for
detached obgervation. As he was not yet in a position to harangue
the Russian masses, in Moscow's Red Squere, he had to content him-
gelf with addressing Socialist meetings in Brooklyn and Newark,
Baltimore, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. He told american workers
of the involved situation in Europe, and that all prcblems would be
solved by the irresistible revolution. His lucid interpretations
and glowing prophecies made a strong impression on his listeners,
although he usually necded a translator to maeke himself understood.
For his English was still poor: he was familiar with all the ™ big"
words, but rather helpless when it came to words of less than four
syllables. ~Publicly, he spoke only in Russian or German.

But even he who understood the language of this country
neither literally nor figuratively, managed to glean a few little
personal impressions of the American mind: rather fortuitous
impressions, to be sure, but amusing and perhaps significant. EHe
was sincerely touched, for instance, by the queer " generosity" of
a colored doorman who collected rent in the Trotsky's gpartment
house, and disappeared with the money. The only perscn, howevar?

whom the doorman really wanted to cheat, was the landlord himself.




He therefore stole the money exclusively from those to whom the
landlord had already given a formal receipt, so that the " capi-
talist" had no legal possibility of collecting again. In the case
of the new Russian tenants, however, he made a mistake, which would
have obliged Trotsky to pa¥ twice, and on discovering this he made
a special trip to return the money, secretly and at night.

Trotsky recalls this story with grim satisfaction, and adds
ironically: " This, then, was my first impression of the Negro
problem in the United States."

There were two lively go-betweens who did establish a certain
indirect intimacy between the Russian genius and ordinary American
life, The bright Trotsky boys, already experienced in so many
different idioms and national peculiarities, had adapted them-
selves, within a few weeks, to the tempo, the wit and slang of New
York youth, and were on the point of grasping the mysterles of ice=-
cream sodas, baseball, and the funny papers. The boys felt at home
in New York, being too innocent to eealize the Toulness of capi-
talism and impressionable enough to enjoy the turbulent charm

o 3= & e
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(ne wenders whether the two youngsters were as pleased as they

should have been when the great news arrived: Revolution in Petro-

rad...

It had come about at last, the tremendous event, long expected,
otten prophesied, and yet mysterious, pregnant with sweeping and
unforeseeable consequences. Nobody knew wnat, precisely, was zoing
on. Authentic information from Russia was rarer than authentic

caviar. Bditors and columnists raced; the phone rang incessantly
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in the Trotsky home. Public interest was suddenly brought to
focus on the Russian radicals. Dozens of reporters besieged Mr.
Trotsky: What is going to happen? He declared: We shall rule in
Russia, JFrom there, the revolution will encroach on Europe and
finally conquer the world. “The World War is over. The World
Revolution has begun.

The two boys were almost forgotten in all this exorbitant
turmoil, The younger, Serjosha, was in a hospital with dipther-
ia, while his father, winged with happiness and determination, was
hastily preparing the departure for Russia. Serjosha's first day
at home again was to be the family's last in New York. The father
was intensely occupied with visitors, telephone calls, last
messages U0 newspapers and organizations - while Madeame Trotsky
busied herself with packing, dissolving the household, bidding
goodbye to friends. Nobody looked after the youngster. Even his
brother was away, probably doing an errand for father, or having a
last fling at base=ball or the funnies.

Serjosha grew tired of hanging around, all by himself, in
the messy apartment. He decided to go for a little walk, quite
alone, through the familiar streets of the Bronx.

Sut the streets were not as familiar as he had thought. Per=-
haps he walked a little further than he had done before, or else
he had forgotten the topography of the neighborhood while he was
in the hospital. In any case, he lost his way, and in the paniec
that came over him could not even remember his address. Suddenly
he felt helpless, forsasken and very lonely. The people, even the

buildings looked hostile and forbidding. He was struck by fear
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and an overwhelming self-pity. Why was he left so alone? His
parents did not like him any more. He began to sob; he wept
bitterliy.

A huge policeman stooped down to him: "What's the matter,
kid?" His voice sounded comforting - the deep, cordial bass of a
well-meaning giant.

His voice still choked with tears Serjosha said: ™ I've lost
my daddy..."

"Just take it easy," suggested the friendly giant.

A few hours later, Trotsky appeared at the police station to
rescue his little poy. He found the youngster playing cards with
the cops, leaughing, perfectly happye.

The father embraced him, with vehement, almost frightening
tenderness. "Where have you been?" His voice sounded strangely
pressed. "Serjosha darling - I was so afraid...”

"So was your kid, mister", remarked the gigantic policeman.
" I found him all alone in the street and he was whimpering like
a puppy.”

Another cop added harshly: ™ In this country, we don't let
children wander around the streets like tramps."

Trotsky smiled in faint apology: " I beg your psrdon, gentle-
men. I was exceedingly busy ..." He always felt a trifle uneasy
in the presence of uniformed ofricials.

They stared at him with unconcealed suspicion. They disliked
his soft, heavy accent, his nervous gestures, He looked to thenm
like a pretty dubious fellow: probably one of those "™ subversive

elements™ who really should be locked up.
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The boy was silent as he left with his father.

Une of the policemen murmured: " A cute kid, all right. Much
too good for the old man., Exceedingly DUSYess™ He spdt angrily
across the room, aiming at the spittoon with remarkable skill.

"Silly old son of & biteh,"™ he added.

Father and son, meanwhile, marched hand in hand toward the
Trotsky home- which was not really home any more, as Madame Trotsky,
in the midst of appalling chaos, was just closing the trunks,

"I am very sorry this happened." Trotsky had an odd manner
of talking to the boy with a certain gravity as though addressing
a man of considerable age and distinction. "Did they beat you up?"

The boy shook his head, very seriously. "No", he said. " They
were very kind., I played cards with them. They wanted me to recite
a Russian poem. But I only remembered a few German verses, and
some French,"

There was a silence. The boy tried very hard to keep up with
his father's long steps. At last, Irotsky noticed that Serjosha
was gazing at him with a musing sideways look.

"What are you thinking about?"

"I just wonder ..."

"What are you wonderigg about?"

"Why do we go to Russia?"

"Russia is our home, Serjpsha."

"But the uncles in the uniforms say dreadful things are

happening there. They're killing all the nice people..."
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"All the nice people!" Trotsky gave a bitter laugh, nasal and
short. He seemed rather angry. " I knew they would tell you a lot
of nonsense..." Then he added, solemnly: "There is revolution, in
Russia."

"Must we go there, because of the revolution?"

The father nodded gravely. " Yes. We must go there- because
it is our revolution.”

"And when the revolution is finished,"™ Serjosha asked, ™ can
we come back to America?"

His father explained: "™ The revolution will never be finished.
The revolution is permanent.”

Serjosha did not understand the words, but he guessed their
meaning. "So we must stay there for ever?"

* I hope so," hls father said.

The child whispered: "™ I am scared..."

"Scared -of what?" He seemed painfully surprised.

" I don't know..." Serjosha bent his face, blushing.

"Don't be afraid!"™ The father hed a strong, fervent voice.
"There is no reason to be afraid. You will be very happy, at home,
in Russia."

He touched the crown of Serjosha's head, with solemn tender-
ness, a8 if giving his blessing.

"You will work for the proletarian State. You will serve the
Cause. You must be faithful and realistic. You must not believe
what those policemen told you. They don't understend. They don't
know what the Revolution means. But you, Serjosha - you will

understand it, one day. You will realize that the Hevolution is
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no horrible thing: but necessary and beautiful and great. The
Revolution is very great. There is nothing greater than Revolu-
tion. You must believe this, Serjoshal"

His voice was low and hoarse with urgency. Serjosha still
felt his father's hand on his head; it was heavy, and cold. For
some reason he was suddenly overcome by a great, aching pity; per-
haps it was the slightly disturbing touch of this icy hand that
made him feel so profoundly sorry for his father. How sad he
looked- even when he tried to be happy! 'Dear God', Serjosha prayed,
'* do let him have a good time, over there, in Russia. And try to
make the people over there like him. I don't think the cops liked
him so very much - I really don't think they did. But I want people
to like my daddy.'

Sometimes he made up a secret and hasty little prayer, though
he had learned that there was no such thing as God.

While he was still talking to God - in whom his father did
not believe - he heard again the paternal whisper: "Don't you
trust your father, my little Serjoshaf?"

"0f course i do." It sounded a trifle forced., " Of course I
believe in you, dad. We're going to have a lovely time- at home,
in Russia." After a pause, he added, dreamily: " 4and later - 1
mean, much later, when the revolution is over - we'll come back to
America: I promised the cops we would. And I must get wodka for them,
in Moscow. They say wodka is fine. The Czar drinks wodka - lots
of it, every day, they say. <L‘hey showed me how the Czar jumps
around when he is drunk with wodka. They are very funny, you.know."

He laughed happily. He became very animated, remembering all
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the antics of his uniformed playmates.

"Do you like runny pecple, dad? I do like them. Are there
many funny people - in Russia? Is it true that wodka is even better
than ice-cream? Does the Czar wear a uniform? Does he have a hammer
end a sickle on his ecrown? What is Russia like? I wonder ... Is
it really so very big? The uncles say it's even bigger than
america, and there are a lot of bears, and pecple travel around in
sleighs, and the country 1s all covered with snow. Can you play
base-ball, with all that snow? When will I be o0ld enough to under-
stand the revolution? Do you think thirteen is old enough, or do
1l have to wait till I'm fifty, or a hundred? Could I be the Czar
if £ tried very hard? a4are there policemen, in a revolution? Do
the Russians lie? How do you know if people lie or not? Do
policemen lie more often than other people? Did you ever lie, dad?-
a long time ago, 1 mean, when you were still a little boy? Did you
used to laugh then? When did you stop laughing? When did you
start to understand the revolution? Was it before I was born?
Do you think you'll lsugh when you see Russia again? Uncles have
such funny faces- when they laugh - nice faces, 1 think: even if

they lie a little bit at the same time..."

The Founder of a State:

MASARYK.
Wilson's Fourteen Points as they were offered to and refused
by the respective governments of the Central Powers, contained no

specific demand concerning the partition of the Habsburg Empire,
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austrig-Hungary. Wilson, like the leading men in Paris and
Londcn, was ratiner inclined, at that time, somehow to maintain
the structure of that great Monarchy, under certain guarantees
which the Emperor Karl of Austria would gladly have given. The
calculation of the Allied statesmen was, of course, that the
Enemy Number Une was, and would remain, the Reich rather than
austria. It seemed inappropriate, therefore, to destroy the
Habsburg Empire while leaving the Reich virtually untouched. Such
a policy was likely to strengthen, in the long run, Germany's
potential power. We are forced to admit, today, that this original
plan of the Allies was in many respects more far-sighted than the
scheme that was actually carried out accordaing to the Treaty of
Versallles.

The only sound solution, the one effective way of establishing
lasting peace, would have been, in 1918, the immediate organization,
or at least the gradual preparation, of the United States of Eurcpe.

Since the unification of the continent had to remaein what it
had been for centuries - a utopian dream -, another moral and poli-
tical program, also essential though of comparatively minor signi-
ficance, was bound to be tulfilled. <The smaller nations claimed
their independence. Thelr urgent aspirations were justified by the
very principles that formed tne moral basis of the Fourteen Points.
Thomas G. Masaryk, exiled leader of the Czech people, was armed
with telling arguments to convince woodrow Wilson, who then con-
sidered himself, and actually secmed to be, the omnipotent

aroiter mundi.

Meny circumstances, the hbstorical constellation end personal
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imponaeraples worked in favor of the Czech patriot and potential
founder of Czecho-Slovakia. He said himself, with almost Napo-

leonic confidence: " I em fearless because I believe in my Star."

The way had been long end tedious: DMasaryk was an old man-
sixty-cight - when his hour, the hour of Czecho-Slovakia, finally
came. Higs star had not always shone so brightly. His father was
a coachman, somewhere in Bohemia - & so-called " freedman", which
is & rather paradoxical designation for a servant who could make
no decision of his own with regard to changing his residence or
his occupation.

It takes great courage, tenacity and strength to follow
the imperious star from such beginnings to undreamed-of heiczhts.
There had been many years of solid preparation, of thinking, lear-
ning, gradual maturing. The penniless lad, son of a maid and a
coachman, was distinguished by judicious teacners for his unusual
girts. He was enabled to study philosophy, in Vienna and Leipzig-
and obtained his doctor's degree for an essay on the Immortality
of the Soul. His first article, puplished at the age of twenty-
gix, dealt with Plato. His elaborate study on Suicide ™ as a mass
phenomenon in present days" still represents, according to his own
judgment, his " basic confession®, the very resumé of his wisdom.
Understanding, if not forgiving, all varieties of human weakness,
he sbomineted, with almost puriten severity, the dark fascination
of death. The love of death is, in his opinion, the most alarming
symptom of mental corruption, for it isoletes the human soul,
estranging it from its productive tasks, meking it selfish and
sterile., We may incidentally recall here that it was the German

people of whom a great psychologict observed that they were, llke




it d]

no other people on earth, madly "™ in love with death."

Masaryk, who was to become the liberator of his country from
the Germanic yoke, was opposed as a philosopher to the German spirit
in many of its typical manifestations. He admired Goethe and
Beethoven, the greatest of Germans as well as great citizens of the
world; but he had a deep distrust of hazy German romenticism with
its gloomy sympathy for deati; he also recognized the potantial
danger of the German cult of Orgenization, the Prussien idolatry of
the State - detestable to Masaryk in both its versions - as re-
ectionary nationalism and as revolutionary materislism. From Kant
to Hegel, from Nietzsche to the present time, there has been pre-
valent in German philoscophy a streak of glorified brutality, anti-
humenistic elements incompatible with Masaryk's vast and limpid
conception of Humanism.

He was, by nature and conviction, enti-radical, anti-hysteri-
cal - a moderate, reconciliatory spirit rather than a philosophic
extremist, His mellow, well-balenced mind represents a rare com=-
pound of mildness and determination, pugnacious courazge and toler-
ance, He lacked, to be sure, the sinicter greatness, the frantie
egotism characteristic of the intricate phenomenon of genius. Sut
there is no doubt but that he was a " great men", combining will
power with kindness, passion with reason, an extraordinary sensi-
bility with perfect health, both bodily end intellectual.

He did not consider the great man beyond the laws of ethics,
nor did he believe that great aims justify petty means. He was
convinced tiat no accomplishment could be lasting unless based on
Truth, The application of force was, in his opinion, excusable or,

under certain circumstances, even necessary; but the use of lies never.
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1t seems superflucus, if not unsuitable, to emphasize his
genuine love of peace - his natural horror ef war. How, as a reli-
gious socielist end humenitarien thinker, could he have felt other-
wise? The pacifism to which he adhered was however no inflexitle
abstraction but a reasonable postulate relsted to life itself. For
certain periods, under certain conditions, it might be abandoned.

It was a realistic or conditional pacifism - in contrast to the

integral, unconditional pacifism as propagated by Tolstoy.

Maseryk visited the great Fussian novelist several times, and
among the topics they discussed most zealously was the problem of
Pacifism. Tolstoy was, at that time, no longer the man of ecreationm
that he had been in his youth end young manhcod- the powerful narra-
tor, passionate and yet objective, the mighty poet of both War and
Peace. The aging master and counterfeit peasant whom Masaryk met at
Jasnaja Poljane had long since become an ardent moralist, obsessed
with rixed ideas, almost maniacal- deliberately degrading his own
natural greatness, reducing thne vast complexecitly of his genius to
the stubborn eloquence of a travelling preacher. It was this half-
senile lolstoy- still great, still mysteriously moving, even in his
decline - who had proclaimed that ™ Uncle Tom's Cabin" was more sig-
nificant than " Hamlet", and whose onc tune was: "Peace! peace!
pecce! - under all circumstances, and at eny price! There is no
cultural value, no political or national aim worth the sacrifice of
human lives."™ Masaryk tried to parry the cbstinate pathos of hié
illugtriocus host with swift and reasonable arguments: That recourse
to force may be inevitable for defensive purposes, to prevent the

victory of aggression, or in order to accelerate certain vital
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developments tbaf otherwise could not be achieved.

So they argued - two stern idealists end great creators-, and
then separated - one to finish his epic life work: the other to
continue the epic of his life.

It was in Russia that Madaryk had sdmired and refuted Tolstoy's
ethical radicalism - and where, some years after Tolstoy's death, he
had to prove his own moral philosophy compatible with the grueling
necessities of political life., Paradoxicelly, it was the World War
that brought about the turning point in the career of this active
humanist: he owed the decisive opportunity of his life to the most
gigeantic slaughter in history. He realized this, and stated with
almost terrifying objectivity: " A war of four years was better Ior
our csuse than a short war would have been."

It was only after the final collepse of the Central Powers that
the Czech people could nope to obtain what they so passicnately de-
gired - their national independence. They did, therefore, every-
thing in their power to sabotage all actions of the Habsburg govern-
ment. Czech scldiers deserted the Austrian army, while in Prague
and other Czech cities an organized underground movement, the na-
tionalistic Maffia, undermined and disturbed the authority of Aus-
trian officials. Masaryk and his exiled friends, meanwnile, tried
to influence public opinion in the Western countries and to obtain
from the Allies recognition of the Czech National Committee as a
legal government. Edward Benes was untiringly active in Paris,
collavorating with General lMilan Stefanik, a Slovek, who had joined
the French #&ir Force.

"I doubt very much", Masaryk leter said, " if I could have
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managed the whole thing without Benes..."

The work cut out for them, in Paris, London, and the capltals
of various neutral countries was both tedious and delicate. ™ It was
a question of mathematical calculation, all those four Years ...How
meny articles 1 had to write and to repeat! Because the people
knew so little about Austris-Hungary..."

People knew s5till less about the Czechs - until the world was
suddenly startled by drematic reports of a Czech army that was veing
formed in Russia: 50,000 men, well-trained, well-equipped - ready to
join the Allies.

Masaryk's original intention had been tc form a Czech army of
refugees scattered in England, France, Russia, the United States.
the Czar, however, declined this porposal out of understandable dis-
trust for soldiers who were willing to fight their Imperial ruler
\ even if that monarch happened to be his own enemy ...) The plan,
therefore, nad to be renounced ror the time being, as the bulk of
Czech refugees had found haven in Russia. It was only after the
aownfeaell of the Uzar that Kasaryk was able to carry out his inten-
tion: he rushed from London to St.Petersburg, furnished with a
felse passport and unshakeable confidence in his Staer. 50,000
men who had lived in Russie as prisoners of war were to see sctive
service again: their new chief, a professor with a soft black hat
end a sof't, expressive voice, addressed them: " You will have the
honor to right ror the lndependence of our nation, Our aim is to
join the army of our powerrul allies, in France. The question is
cnly how to rcach that country..."

They could hardly hope to fight their way through the terri-
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tories occupled by Austrians and Germans. Thelr scholarly generesli-
ssimo came to a swift decision: We must travel around the world.
Our Star will lead us through the plains of Siberia, to the shores
of Japan and across the Pacific; from San Francisco to New York,
over the Atlentic, and to the battlefields of France. From there,
at last, the Star will guide us homewards: the beautiful city of
Prague is awaiting us, the Czech nation is praying for our glorious
return. Forward! Long live Czecho-Slovakial"

The mild voice with its unassuming suthority proved more in-
spiring than the harsh commands of any professional orficer. The
army-without-a-country performed the tremendous task - marching
through a Russia convulsed by the birthpangs of total reveclution, a
chaotiec Russia- vast, hostile, full of unknown dengers. The Demo-
cratic government that had succeeded the Czar, collapsed: Lenin and
Trotsky came to power. The Bolshevists, under German pressure, be-
gan to molest the Czechs. <Trotsky, supreme chief of the Soviet
military forces, attempted to stop and intern the exiled army.
Collissions occurred; even actual combat. <The Revolutionary gov=-
ernment regarded Masaryk's troups as a tool of "Western lmperielism":
the Czech officers received orders directly from the Allied General
Staff. They were a potential menace to the fignting bolsheviks,
despite their small number and their aslleged indifference to domestic
Russien affairs. let they were the only well-organized military
formation left in the midst of general dissolution. Already the
Czechs partly controlled the Transsiberian Railway.

At that time, the generalissimo with the soft hat and the

inspiring voice, was already on his way to the United States, as the
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herald of his globe-circling army. He had taken a train, on
March 7, 1918, after a stay of ten months in Russia. Buring the
seventeen days of the journey to Jupan, he drafted a lengthy
program- bold, detailed, ccmprenhensive: outlining the tuture
structure of Europe, with an independent Czecho-Slovekia as a
nucleus of the coming federation of peaceful Democratic states.
From Japan he mailed a long letter to President wilson,
announcing his arrival and explaining his immediate intentions. He
hed no reason to doubt that this document would be studied with
intelligent understanding, and that he, the errant emissary of a
subjugated people, would be received with zenuine sympathy on
american soil. Yet he had no adequate conception of the over-

whelming welcome in store for him.

He hed been in this country twice before - : in 1904, when he
delivered a series of lectures to American universities and Czech
organizations; and, for the first time, in 1878, to fetech his
fiancég,Charlotte Garrigue, an american girl of Danish-Hugunot des-
cent. lhey had met in Leipzig as students, he of philosophy, she of
music. ©She was attractive, witty, understanding. They read alcud
t0 each ofther - Hume, and Plato, and Goethe -, went to concerts; he
fell in love, followed her to America, and she became his bride.
fheir first child, Alice, was born in Vienna, in 187¢.

It was an ideal marriage. They had many interests and beliefs
in common. ~he participated in his intellectual endeavors and po-
litical activities. She haa learned the Czech language, and be=

lieved passionately in the mission of the Czech people. And she
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in turn greatly influenced his thinking, his moral and religious
atiitude., They were perfectly attuned like two fine violins. He
once sald: " 1 may have taught her various things, but she formed
my character.

fhe four years of the war were the first long period of se-
paration in thelr married life. lMadume Masaryk had been imprisoned
in Prague; american women's organizations finally obtained her
release., +he husband, however, was informed that her condition was
alarming: she was i1ll and drestically undernourished. Their daugh-
ter Alice was taken into custody in Vienna with Benes' wife -
while Jan Masaryk, son of an " exiled traitor", had to wear the uni-
form of an officer of the Habsburg army. Another son had died
during the war, These facts of his famlly life cast a shadow over
the happiness of his american days.

His entry into Chicago, on May 18, 1918, almost matched the
triumphant receptions formerly tendered to Kossuth - except that the
popular enthusiasm stirred up by Masaryk was based on more solid
feelings and was favored by political ecircumstances. Now, with
america actually at war, Masaryk's claim for help provoked no deli-
cate discussion of intervention or non-intervention, He appeared
as a confederate of America's allies - as a representative of that
future world that was to be made safe for Democracy. The epic story
©f his homeless army increased his romantic attraction.

He had many friends in the United States. There were his wife's
femily, and the people who had liked and admired him when he lectured
here years before, and there were hundreds of thousands of Czechs.

He was to meet his most important friend, however, in Washington,




a month and one day after the ovation in Chicago.

His introduction to President Wilson, brought about by mutual
friends, was cordial and informal., The two men met as colleagues,
as two thinkers, scholars and humanitarians. They liked each other
.from the first.

Masaryk was impresséd by Wilson's personality, and later
declared that he did not notice "™ that streak of vanity of which so
mucn has been said." Yet the visitor was not without ciiticism
of the President's political tactics. On European affairs he found
him " insufficiently informed as to details". He suggested that
Wilson select as members of his advisory staff a few men from the
ranks of h?s political opponents and take them with him %o Europe.
The President, however, explained his refusal with the admission:
"T am stubborn because 1 came from a Scotch famlly." - "And so
brought. no Republican with him to Europe, a mistake."

Masaryk, however, could be stubborn as well. Finally he
succeeded in convincing his powerful partner that the Czech people
neither would nor should accept any guarantees from the House of
Habsburg; - " We had been betrayed more than once by Austria-Hun-
gary;" =- that the partition of the Monarchy was inevitable; that
Czecho-Slovakia must be independent for reasons both political
and moral. Masaryk later recalled, with gratitude and emotion,
the moment when the President, at last, gave his decisive consent:
nHe reminded me of a king who with a nod seals a sentence of
death..."

The situation was smazing, almost legendary. Those two pro-

fessors - discussing in cozy yet solemn intimacy the future of
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millions of people, of a continent. A nalve observer might well
havg taken them for two historians, philosophically detached from
worldly and timely strife. Thelr gestures are as soft and moderate
and slightly pedantic as their voices. Both look dignified -
immaculately dressed. They listen to each other with polite atten-
tion. They seem keenly but not unduly interested in the topic of
theilr lengthy conversation., What can they be discussing? The
Trial of Scerates? <Yhe architecture of Egyptian Temples? - No.
They are busy overthrowing one of the oldest, most powerful monar-
chies in Europe. WwWilson remarks, with a kind of casual gravity:
"You are right, Austria-Hungary must be divided."

This was the moment: the actual events, following swiftly,
were nothing but the spectacular consequences of this intimate
historical drama- the urban conversation of two scholars in the ausk
of a studio, On June 30, 1918, Masaryk came to an agreement with
the American Slovaks and - the Treaty of Pittsburgh which later was
to play an important role in the daisputes between Slovaks and Czechs.
On October 18, the solemn Declaration of Independence of Czecho-Slo-
vakia was signed by Masaryk, BeneB, and Stefanik - and on November
14, Masaryk, then still in America, was elected by the National
Assembly in Prsgue First President of the Republic. He received
the news at a banquet in Independence Hall in Philadelphia. In
the same room that had once witnessed the birth of the United States,

Thomas G. Maseryk, Liberator Patrigse, now hailed the final inde-

pendence of his own country.

These were memorable hours, unique in the biographny of an

individual as well as of a nation. Yet the platonic discussion




-53-

between the two learned gentlemen in the White House is even more
memorable, and unique in a more profound sense of the word.

Platonic it was indeed, tnat discussion, in many respects. Not

only that the philosophic detachment of their conversation- strangely
contrasting with the enormous reality of the topics involved - ex=-
haled that serene dignity familiar to all admirers of Plato's limpid
and sagacious dialogues: the scene itself, the very group of those
twe talking men, seems to follow a Platonic pattern- to fulfill a
postulate of the wise athenian, For it was Plato who had claimed,
in his book on the State, that the community should be ruled by
philosophers; that power should be wielded by the,wisest, most cul-
tured men. The traditionalluntitheais between Jesus and Ceasar-

one of the central problems of Masaryk's intellectual life- dis-
appears, or loses its harshness, in the formula of the philosophiec
ruler, the ruling philosopher.

National contrasts, too, seem to lose their edge, under the
urban sceptre of philosophy. Culture, though the strongest and
purest form of national self-expression, works as a connecting force
rather than as a dividing one.

Men such as Wilson and Masaryk are true representatives of
their respective nations; and yet they seem skin to each other,
notwithstanding the basic differences of their individual and na=-
tional physiognomies. For they are connected through some thing
higher, more valid and more essential than blood and race. Both are
thoroughly impregnated by Christian ethies and the great traditions
of Western civilization. Both deserve the honorable designation

of Citizens of the World. They anticipate = not in theory but
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as living examples - the coming type of man: the super-national
type, - only conceivable representative of a future civilization
which will be doomed unless it overcomes the disastrous folly of
nationalism.

"The New Man... will be the result not merely of external
polities, but principally of internal."™ Woodrow Wilson would
certainly have subscribed to this axiom of Thomas Masaryk's. Both
firmly believed in the pedagogic mission of Demoecracy, which is en-
tirely based - according to Masaryvk's definition - " upon the faith
in Man, his sublime value, the immortality of his soul." He was
far from blind to the dangers inherent in the Democratic system.

In fact, he regarded all existing Democracies as no more than a
partial and temporary solution, and believed that a truly adequate
must be Socialist in form: Yet he was opposed to any form of tyranny,
including Communism, and thought Democracy " ethically justiried,
being the political realization of the Christian principle of brotherly
love." ©Doth, he and Wilson, were more keenly concerned with the
ethical basis of the state and of politics than with political tac-
ties. Neither of them despised or ignored power, but both agreed
upon the tenet tnat " Right makes Might", wholely rejecting any
idolatry of brute force. DBoth cherished and actively promoted a

new vision of a civilized world in which tolerance and helpful
understending, practical Christianity and justice would wield their
mild, productive authority. Poth believed that the end of that

long trivulation, the First World War, would prove the beginning of
e happler era - and that they, Woodrow Wilson and Thomas Masaryk,
were chosen by Prowldence to organize the universal peace that

would ensue,
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Their noble plans, after a short period of seeming realiza-
tion, were to come to an appalling end: two decades later the world
looked more chaotic even then in 1918: the civilization which they
strove to save and to improve, is virtually on the brink of collapse.

Does this gigantic failure refute the ultimate truth of their
principles?

It is useless to lament about a world in which the barbaric
elements, the tendencies toward destruction, will always remain
powerful, whether concealed or in the open. It is both unfair and
foolish to scoff at the utopian idealism of two intellectuals who
overrated the actual effect of higher spiritual forces. The victory
of mechanized armies can destroy, for a certain time, the life work
of a ngat thinker and fighter for human betterment such as Thomas
G. Masaryk, but it cannot depreciate his teaching nor his deeds.

Masaryk, when he returned triumphantly from America to his
homelend, in 1918, did not toresee the tragedy of 1938. 5Sut who
would dare to foretell the great transformations in store for us
and for generations to come? Maaaryk - genius of patience: hero
of endurence - had to wait half a century for his ideas to ma-
terialize. Shall we live to witness the ultimate resurrection of
his bold and constructive dream? But then the dream will have
grown even bolder - hardened and amplitried through the very forces
that are now trying to frustrate it. The future Masaryk will
have to liberate and unify, not only a country, but a continent.
And may he find, then, a friend and helper on the cother side of the
Atlantic, as human and as faithful as Wilson was, but even stironger,
with grcater vision, and more favored by Fate. Then the great

scene may repeat itself, under even more promising auspices. A
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white house; two men, talking softly, politely; discussing the
fruitful ccllabocration of two mignty Unions - European and American-;
seeking, honestly and intently, the one solution that will guarantee
a safe and decent life for those unknown millions outside, on both
sides of the ocean. &or the coming rulers will have to realize

that Masaryk knew -: that it is not enough to conquer the masses,

put that they must be satisfied - and that no solution can ever

last that is not conceived and carried out in helpful sympathy Ior

those who also serve as they stand and wait - and wait...




