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KLAUS MANN:

EUROPE-AMERICA

Speech at General Delegates Session:
“WRITERS IN EXILE"

Third American Writers Congress, June 4. 1930

I wave never been a German nationalist, never in my life, Iy 1
used t0 be a European nationalist, 1 am afraid many of us, in Pariy and
in Vienna and in Oxford and in Heidelberg and in Rome, were
inclined to that silly auwitude of the decadent Greeks, who thought
everything that was not Greek was “barbarian.” Well, and suddents
we had to find out that refined, dear old Eurape was not at all threa..
ened by barbarism fram abroad. We recognized the merciless, abhorrens
foe within our homelands, He was active everywhere, and in «ime
countrics he turned out ta be victorious. The deadly foe cotjticred
Germany, our country, by means of force and propaganda and ahjeet
intrigues, and his helpers were stupidity and cowardice and weaknes

We lelt Germany, our hearts filled with shame, grief and anger, and
we tried our best 1o fight the enemy of our people from abroad, since
we lad lost the possibility to do so within the country, We hived in
France and Switerland and England, in Holland, Crechnslovakia and
the Scandinavian countrics. We found Friends and comrades in all of
those countries, and we remain grateful to all of them.

but the barlarian enemy gained more and more ground, We
Vienna and the Sudetenland and Prague and Barcelona and Madil
like an undoppy general would Jose one [ortress after the other. That
opposition was growing among the opprosded people themselves, i
krreze, Yet the avme phere in Europe, lor a while, was not cnconraging
for ctive ami-lascises, So we came to Americr In my special c;nr-..l-
rather shold sav: 1 coe buck 1o America, a3 1 hod been here in
1e5-28, Aml 1 siill was a European; but a less narvow mimdid o
than 1 had Leen ten s lelore

Ik veadiocd i the ucantime that liberty and social progress and
chviliation are nof matiers of course which we can o joy convemit nily
I had Jearned that those notions and values are threatened every whete,
and that it'is our task 1o defend them and 1o fight for them. 1 had
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anderstond that Democracy is not anything we posiess and ¢an be
pnu:fuﬂr I'”"ud al. I{l:.'l!. Democracy means an aiin and a task—not a
I._“,m,un;it means our aim and wask. It is our problem and our luine,

wur strugple and our life.
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