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WAC Officer Here
Author of Novel
Hailed by Critics

A young American woman writer
—Eulalie Beffel, now a lleutenant
with the CSCRTC WAC Detach-
ment—makes her bow with a high-
ly original and engaging first nov-
el, “The Hero of Antietam"—ac-
claimed by the critics as a “liter-
ary find," the first promising man-
ifestation of a new, youthful talent
“grounded firmly in one of the best
of our American traditions,”

The leading character of the
story is Major General Matthew
Yawn, called [ronieally “the Hero
of Antietam.” For this Civil War
battle marks the climax of his mil-
itary career about which he keeps
talking, during the many yvears of
his retirement. The general is still
a fairly young man when he quits
the Army, in 18685, and finds him-
self ill and idle in a lonely hotel
room, at Washington. But he is
by no means ripe for final resigna-
tion. Life begins with fifty; in the
General's case, it assumes the ap-
petizing appearance of Henriette, a
chambermald, whom ne is going to

. The couple—joined by Henrlette's

problematical young son, Halcyon,
and his governess—aettles down in
Athens, Ill, on the Mississippi.
Yawn's nelghbore are General
Frederick Latreau, snother Civil
War hero, and his beautiful, clever
wife, Adelnlde—one of the most en-
dearing figures in the hook. 7

Complications appear =at once.
There are intrigues, even erimes—
including black-mail and a series
of hold-ups. Henriette gets involved
in the shady affairs of the Athens
underworld. Rivalry springs up
between Latreau and Yawn. In the
end the situation becomes exciting-
ly dramatic—always handled with
considerable skill and sensitivity.

The author commands wit and
charm, a cool and obsetvant eye,
warm human feeling, and a crisp,
elegant style. In short, she has
what it thkes to become a mature,
first-rate novelist.

Eulalie Beffel was' born in Mil-
waukee, Wis,, and educated at the
University of Wisconsin, She has
worked as newspaper reporter and
has taught school. Later she tried
her hand at free lance writing
“from the top floor of a West 10th
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Street apartment in New York City,
and on the left bank of the Seine
in Paris.” Upon the completion of
her first novel, she accepted an ap-
pointment to the Officer’s Candi-

date School of the WAC. After re-
ceiving her commission at Fort
Des Moines, she was transferred to
Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., from where
she came to Camp Crowder. ;
Asked why she joined the WAC
she said: “My father served over-
Seas as a major in the Medical
Corps in the First World War, and
my brother is now ‘somewhere in
Africa”’ But I joined the WAC for
a reason which can best be ex-
pressed in words like these: Cov-
entry, Rotterdam, Poland, Lidice,
and a great many more names
burned into Americans from the
time of a certain morning in De-
cember, 1941, on.”
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