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New Volume in Docu entary Saga

Reviewsd by
Klaus Mann

WIDE IS THE GATE. By Upton 5in-

clair. Viking. 751 pp. 33
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looks younger—an indesiructible juvenile.

shing semns

s on=

__FIFTH SECTION

of Modern Civilization

We firsi meet him again in the south of
France, at the funeral of his old friend
Freddi Robin, murdered in n Nazi con-
centration eamp. Agile and generous, young
Lanny tours the Europoon continent—
everywhers in conlsct with, and plotting
against, the men of great power and evil
will, We see him in Hiller's mountain
retreat, near Berchiesgaden, conversing
with the Fuechrer- brilliant scens, by
the way, although it may fall short of the
masterly  Goerlng  portrait  presenied o
“hragon's Teeth.” Lanny collaborates with
the German underground oppositiong
rushes from Berlin to Cannes, from Salz=
burg to Paris, from London {o Ttaly, then
across the Atlantic, from New Yerk back
to France, frotn Paris to Barcelonn, Valen-
cia and Madrid. He is smart and naive,
tinflaggingly enthusisstic—a fervent and
efficient friend of all those who fight Fas-
clsm and retrogression.  His wife, quite
naturally, is samew Lrritated by his Soa=
cializt leonings and the increasing number
of his leftist friends, The helress resenls
in partioular her husband's comradeship
with Trudi Schultz, who means obviously
more o Lanny than comrades vaually do.
Irma has plenty of reason to be disturbed
as her fashionable friends keep plying her
with Insldious gue *Why on earth
should you give your trust fo this man?
e o« And what do you think will be our
feelings when we are nimed as the mother,
the wile, the mother-in-law, the frignd of
thi starcy-eyed comrade of azsEssing?
Have the rich no righ
in boumd to vespeX

But the starry-eyed comrade continues
with unabated &lan his risky sctivities, He
smugigles Trodi Schultz out of the Third
Reich. He performs one stunning fest
after the other and allogether behaves liks
coertiln helpful and berole churaeters pop=
ularized by the funny papers, Thanks to
Lanny, Upton Sinclair's grimly fsctual re-
port assumes at b n almost fairy tale-
like charncter. The world in which tha
young hero lives is the tierce, merciless
world we know—deseribed by the chroni=
cler with remarkable conscienticusness and
entific preclsion; n sordid, dan-
gerous world full of strugele and treach=
ery; the world of the German concenira-
tion camps, the Abyssinian War, (he
tragedy of Spuin, the disgrace of Munich.
But Lanny, the shrewd observer and
spirited flghler, scems to anticipate, ns a
character and in his thoughts, a different
and better world lo come, And 30 doed
his. author—Upiton Sinclair, the most as-
siduous crusader and story-teller In mod-
ern literature,
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including the above, in his panoramic partrait of the world on the brink of war




