MON

MONACENSIA

Verbundkatalog Kalliope

Mann, Klaus

0.0., 1944-10-13

Nutzungsbedingungen

Bei zahlreichen Dokumenten auf monacensia-digital.de sind die Urheberrechte bereits abgelaufen. Sie
sind gemeinfrei und dirfen ohne weitere Ricksprache mit der Monacensia weiterverwendet werden.
Bei den Dokumenten, bei denen noch Urheberrechte bestehen, mussen fir eine Weiterverwendung
stets die Rechteinhaber*innen angefragt werden sowie eine Publikationsgenehmigung der Monacensia
eingeholt werden. Das Zitatrecht bleibt hiervon unberihrt.

Zur Erteilung einer Publikationserlaubnis wenden Sie sich bitte an:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus

Literaturarchiv

Adresse: Maria-Theresia-StraRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Terms of use

The copyrights for numerous documents on monacensia-digital.de have already expired. They are in
the public domain and may be reused without further consultation with Monacensia. In the case of
documents for which copyrights still exist, the copyright holders must always be contacted for further
use and publication permission must be obtained from the Monacensia. The right to quote under
copyright law remains unaffected by this. To obtain permission for publication, please contact:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus:

Literaturarchiv

Address: Maria-Theresia-StralRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Visual \\Llibrary



From
\ Sgt ,Klsus Mann,

THONAS NANN, Esq. ' (under’s asme!

15850 Sam Remo Driwe, | 3269727,

Fecifie Palisades, . e+ e

Calir,

\ A 14. / D.8:4. ’l_'_oﬂl .HQ 6th Army
\ L'I | APO 464,c/0 Postmaster,
- - g ) / . Kew York, Ny

(CEMsOE S 5T amr) Dt |

—~ e ——

NN

b

Italvy, 13 October, 1044
Desr ¥egleian<Dad,

'\"I'hl- is course to thank wvou for your beautiful and nurishing gift --
-."‘JOE. *ho has indeed provided me with a lot of comfort and enter=
ta nt, I studied the dook -- esgerly and thoroughliy, really from
cover to cover -- under rether peculiar and st times trying cirgum=
stanees: reading by night, in tents, or in ruined Italisn farm houses
with no light but a weakly flickering candle, and more often than
not with the slipghtly irritating sccompaniment of artillerly deto=
netions, But all this could not dAisturb me. I was concentrated, abs
sorbed, alwavs interested, freguently amuned, sometimes moved, never
By bhored, ..., The 11ttt 1e Prologue is charming. As you mow, 1
pride mvself on being something 1ike an expert in the sclence of
ancels and cherubim, True, vour celestial convrties are a trffle more
malleions and less slorious than the ones I kne~, and to whom R1ilke,
Swedenhgre, and Coctean gracliouslv introdueed me; yet, vour angels,
tan, have given me vrest plessure and)surely enioved meeting them,
It =am 7294 to see Val-Sachme's familisp features avain «- familiar
in & *wne®nld senne; hecause of thelr well-imown resemblance with
Dretar Martino's earnest physiognomt; and also hecause kai's fizure
evoked in = mind the friendly memory of the studio at Pacifiec Pali=
ender  ~here first made his acquaintence, seee A8 for the
evtennive, vinely gossipy chat with young Fharso, 1 liked 1t even
better when reading 1t now, in the midat of devastation and misery,
than 1 had done at first, when hesring 1t in eomfort, It is indeed
an extraopdinery dislosue -- probably the most suceessful and moat
amazing number® in the rich composition of the vhole volume -~
*hat is to day, If one does not prefer the Thamar episode, which 1a
maybe even more curious and about as moving (especislly the truly in=
spired coneluding lines, with M their wvast apedtive through the
agen, to the distant figure of the s.vlm...r;puung still, or
aenin, of voung Pharao: what somewhat disappointed, or did not quite
satinfy, me in the book is the lack of development and growth in
the relationship between Joseph, and the puerile God, Their intel=
lectual romance remsins somewhat anti-climactic -- having resched
its amotional and spiritusl pesk richt in the initial meeting. In
the end poor 11t*1e Phareo is as isolated and helpless as he would
have heen 1f he had never made Joseph's acquaintance, Also, 1 rather
srepect that Joserh's pathetie 11tt le *ife doen't have much fun and
#atinfection, Could 1t be, then, that the Provider, for all his
sneial interests and accomplishments, 1s a 11ttle selfish, after allr
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13 October (II)

svs 80 1% neems 1 really have to start another VeMail form, although
1 414 not intend to do 20 and do not =ant to eomnone an ¢laborste
bask revie=, But, of course, I counld not end this fregmentary appres
clatinn ~ithout mentioning Jaseod, whose relf-anrired aprearance be=
Rqfharan conaideradly amured me, and who almost suceesded in

wﬂ *¢ ory when he ahed tears in the re-union seene, 1 think 1

lke V4 better than his 11llustrious "Herr Sohn": he is somehow
more hvman ., There 1s something infinitely touching and endea=
ring about hia 1ittle wealmesses -- his solemn flirtation with that
remarkable zirl, Sme Thamar, for instsnce. Somehow 1 hoped that he,
the patriarch, would sti11 have enough Pep and vitality to beget
Sy Thamar's child; but this was maybe sn immoderate, or even im=
proper, hope... (By the way, Erika told me once that she thought
Thamar wanm something like a portrait, not of her, but of certain
¢lements of her character and appearance. I wonder if anything of
the sort was consciously in your mind? I wouldn't be too surprised.
Thamar's attractive leanness and dvnamic energy atruck me am some=
what femiliar...) .... Did I already mention Serach's lyrical Annun=
elation? A true poetie "trouvallle®™l I was delichted, ... In short,
your master saga is indeed "plein de choses" -- full of beautiful
imaces and intuitions, hichly admirab'e, and an exquisite treat

far the anldier how,

Ho= 1a Adrian cetting along? Brother Bib scemed rtrongly impreased

b= s scéne he heard during his stay at Pacific Palisades, A character
“1*h Relsi-1ike feat res was partisnlarly mentisned, and some passages
aham* murale, whieh the youngest son thourht Para's so-far most ex=
cellent 1iterarv accomplishment, His description == however naively
wprded -« =nn apt to arouse, or rather to Inerease, my curiosity,

An for my o'n lyre, it 1s getting rusty, In fact, I don't even know
*het kind of bosk I ahall write, if and when I am free acaln to
indulee 'n such luxurious ocecupations as the writing of booka, 1

ar afrald this War 18 no go~d, from a cvynieally literary point of
vie~, Evervthing written sbout this War 1is second-rate, or purely
Jonrnalistie, There is nothing inspiring about this War; 1t 1a

not a mission but a Auty® -- as that clever chap, Adolf Koestler,
put 1t, Kaybe my next subject will be post-#ar Germany == Af I have
a chance to ase and studv {t,

Anser, Nore thanks for the book =- and the moat f1l11al wishes and
resards,

Miinchner Stad SN NI ¢



