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Italy, 31 July
Dear Little Mama:

It doesn't seem long ago that I wrote you last -- acknowledging
Papa's agreeable intelligence and the arrival of typle dear
(which, as these lines mey prove, functions most smoothly and
reliasbly). Since then, however, I received, 1l.), another note-
worthy package, with welcome Iuckies and sweeties, and, 2.)
another dead epistula, Npo. 3}, of July 17. As for "la Grande
Illusion,"™ to which you refer in your letter =-~- there 1s, alas,
no reason to be worried: not in the sense you may have had in
mind. The 1llusion, started under peculiar circumstances, never
materialized end is not likely tp do so, for the time being...
This, in itself, would of courseya rather saddening experience;
but, first, there still are certain hopes (if only of a rather
vague nature) for future fulfilments -- and besides, the last
convulsions of Nazism are so absorbingly interesting that 1t
seems somewhat difficult to concentrate on anything else. Let's
hope that the macabre agony won't last too long and won't cost
too manv lives: I feel infinitely sorrv for anybody who has to
sacrifice his life, at this point off the war, when everything
1s decided and the slaughter only prolonged by Hitler's desperate
evnicism and the abvsmal stupidity and servility of the German
people (Gott strafe Tillich!). Here at HQ, there are officers
who make bets that the whole show (in Europe) will be over in

a week from now =-- which mavy be a little exaggerated. But

it won't last many weeks anymore, and anvthing may happen any
dav... As for my personal status, I don't care so much anymore,
gs I said ads® already in mv last letter. The problem that has
to be solved is only, how to transform me from the good old sarge
I am into the 0.W.I. civilien I have to become 1ln order to do
any effective work. It may become advisable, at a certain point,
to aprroach Elmer himself as regards this matter; but I have
first to find out what the conditions and formalitles are, in
such an umusual case, .... Just now, I am not so dilssatisfied
with my status and whereabouts. The weather 1is pleasant, the
food has improved, I have the opportunity of swimming occasionally
in the beautiful Mediterranean, and the other day I have even
had the privilege of parading for his British Ma jesty., I am sure
Konni is less lucky. But why do you,Erikes is not satlisfied? I
don't like the 1dea. It is true that I haven't heard from her
for manv weeks, but that 1t isn't anything unusual in itself.
.... Regards for Dad, did you have a nice birthday party?

Manv happy returns!

I)fiR,J 7 [A Jf:
.ll: \ :




I1taly, 7 September

Mes chers parents,

This is just a short, somewhat business-like postscriptum
to my recent letter from the hospital. (The malaria attack,
incidentally, was remarkably light end lasted justf for a
couple of davs. Relapses are of course possible, but not in
the very near future...)

Meanwhile I received a preliminary reply to my application
for a change of my status (from enlisted man to civillan on
P.W.B. duty). There ere difficnlties, as was to be foreseen.
According to present regulations, requests for release from
the Armed Forces can be considered only if submitted on, or
before, 1 August, 1943 =-- and so forth. However, as all regu=
letiona, this one does not seem altogether inflexible: ex=
ceptions can be made, if the request, or a recommsndation,
comes from high P.W.B. authorities. I have already written

to Robert Sherwood, asking for his support. But, of course,
the highest authority, in this organization, remains good

0ld Elmer. So I suppose the moment for a nice paternal) letter
to him may have come.

What has to be pointed out isy that I expect to be stationed
in pllied-occupled Austria or Germany, after the War; that

I am a eager, and undoubtedly qualified, to do there all kinds
of interesting jobs -- such as radio commentator, journalist,
newspaper- or megazine editor, lecturer, or general cultural
adviser and contact man. In all of these capacities, however,
mv present status as an enlisted man could not but be a
serions handicap, As I am, furthermore, arprosching the end
of m~ 38th year, I have msde an epplication through military
channels, asking for a release from the U.S. Armed Forces and
gt the same time for a job with P.W.B., &8 an U.S. civilian
ofi overseas duty. With an officer's rank and prestige, I would
surehbe in a position of doing an infinitely more effective
job than I could do in mv present condition. The application
was favo rablv received by officers; but there are those
technical complications...(Army regnlations as mentiomed above).
Might be possible to overcome difficulties, if O.W.I. leaders
~-- in other words, E.D. =-- express their desire to use me 1in
Germany as a civilian, rather than as a sergeant... That's
about it., The War may be over when you get this letter (or
when Elmer receives yo-rs). That will change the situation
end render it more propitious for my purposes,

That'!s all, folks, ... I am still with 8th Army, but keep
5th Army a8 my mailing address, ... What is that queer story
T read about Ded writing a screen play with Louls Bromfileld,
about an often-portrayed French lady, or something? I refuse
to believe it. ... Had a long, nice letter from Brother Bib.
..o Hope you are all right and enjoy our 1little victory.

50"@,\,.. ks
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“To furnish volunteer ald to the sick and wounded of armies *and “To act In matters of oiuntnryrellal‘n d In accord
with 1h military a d naval au!?& ritles as a medium of ammun 1] between the people of the United Sta ms of Am@ lea
and their Army and Navy ...... ” The Cha te of The Amerlcan Na lI al Red Cross. By Act of Congress January 5, 1808,

FORM 539 A
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“To furnish volunteer ald to the sick and wounded of armles . . ...."” and “To act In matters of voluntary relief and In accord
with the military and naval authorities as a medium of communication between the people of the United States of
and thelr Army and Navy ...vu. "  The Charter of The American Natlonal Red Cross. By Act of Con
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“To furnish volunteer ald to the sick and wounded of armies......"” and "“To act In matters of voluntary relief and In accord
with the military and naval authoriti

thorities as a medium of communication between the people of the United States of Amerlca
and thelr Army and Navy......” The Charter of The American Natlonal Red Cross, By Act of Congress January 5, 1906.
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