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From,Klaus Mann (052697270),
' The 8tars & Stripes,Unit 1,
APO 512, ¢/o PM, New York
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Rome, October ©

Liebste Tante Kat ja,

Just a hasty but grateful word to con=
firm the receipt of another package --
shirts, neckties, underwear, clgarettes.
Appreciated every b i t of it. (I take
it that vou have my acknowledagment of
watch and cigarettes.)

Last night I presented mvself to the
astonished Roman public for the first
time as a civilian again -- pertly thanks
to vou; partly thanks to the efficiency
of our valuable lionika: who -- believe it
or not! -- has indeed managed to send me
two fairly well-preserved suits and some
other stuff. So I am well enough equipped
for the time being -- except for shoes
(which I hope are on their way). I am
playing with the idea of buying myself

a new sult, if and when I get to Switzer=
land, That!s a ¢ 1l e v e r 1little plan,
isn't 1t?

I don't mind a b 1t belng a civilian
agaln -- even though it is a COSTLY plesa=

sure, My ¥ meals, in the Black-Msrket
restaurants, are at times delicious but
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a8 lwavs shockingly expensive -~ an average
of about seven Dollars per meal! But I
dontt worry -- as yet. The fllm job is well
paid-for -- and just yesterday another pro=
ducer approgched me with & new offer, OFf
course, you never can tell 1f this kind of
offer will materislize, Beslides, I want to
do some travelling. In what kind of capacity,
under whose auspices, with what kind of
transportation -- I know not. It seems sur=
prisingly difficult to get accredited as =&
correspondent. 4 job with O0.W,I, (respec=
tivelvy ICD or USIS) in Germanv? It's not
exactly what I want, really. We will see.
In anvy case, for the next six or eight
weeks I will stick to the Black Market.

Finallv I received a copy of the re-birth
and Birthday number of the Neuve Rundschau.
An impressive document., I was psrticularly
pleased that the poet's wife got so many
verbal orchids -~ from Annettli, Kuzi,
Char les Jackson, and many other asauthorities.
No Ponten was needed, this time, to bring
out the toast for you. 1 hope Agnes may
have read every line of it -~ green with
envy and jealousy. Besides, the number
seems to contain a lot of good material --
some of which I have not read as vet. The
Unc le's brotherly essayv is most extra=
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ordinary =-- beautifully written, solemn,
movinhg, nalve, in parts surprisingly ag=
gressive (I am thinking of the passages on
the German problem), not quite free of bit=
terness, yet leading up to a candidly af=
fectionaste, splendidly formulated finale,
-- Kehler's piece 1s so0lid and sympathetic;
aass I have not yet read; 4. Neumann and
Me Gumpert speak with manly warmth and in=
telllgence. In general, however, 1 cannot
help feeling that Gott (the Bermuus) has
missed a unlique editorial opportunity: a
competent, professional editor could have
done a much more brilliant job. To begin
with, I don't quite see why he didn't in=
cane a sample from Z.'s new novel, or some

other contribution by the "Honored Guest:"
it would have added weight and interest.
Besides the number is not international
enouzh =-- considering the fact that it

is cbviouslv mesnt and presented as an inter=
national symposium. There are too manv
Scandinavians., Switzer land should be repre=
sented -- if only with Aunt Korrodi. Whv
not some Frenchmen -- Gide or Jules Romsins?
Borizl would have been an effective, eloquent
SD@dkE“ for Italv, Besides there are too
many publishers. Alfred is drv and dull;
Hedwlg -- almost unforgivable, I mev do the
editing of the 80th-Birthday Number -- which
will become more colorful and substantial,
Or 1s it just that “ich einen verkommenen
Stolz ausgebriitet habe?’-- as the curious
Uncle puts it so neatly...
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