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Italy, April 26
( f KY BEST OKE: Since 1 wrote you last, the foliowing items arrived

« from Nother dear: Letter No.6 (of January 26); letter 10 Tof Pebr.

=~ 28); letter No.ll (March 4); a package containing beautiful fountain ]
pen, besutiful flash light (the batteries of which have sowehow managed

to “die,” Guring the trip across - but that isn't so bad, for I can

get oatteries here), and two cartons of beautiful cigarettes (THANKS):

ene little pack centaining a beautiful pecket knife (T H A N K 8).

ALL this was greatly welcome, and alwost as wuch of a surprise as

Af 1 had never asked for the things; for I had already given up every

nope that they weuld ever reach we. It seems that our 0l mail service

is slow but nomest and, au fond, reliable. That's the way the Aray
does things.
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Did my last letter sound somewhat gloomy, by any chance? If so, it waas
all & mistake. One should never write letters if oene happens to be in
a bad wood, Today things look already brighter again -- altheugh it's
raining as hell and my tent is practically fleoded. Yet there are
always interesting experiences and prespects. For instance, I dis-
covered funny ¥nglish-Italian language guide about which
1 wrote a asusing article. Or, I spent a stimulating weekend
with 8fer:z and the Creces -- just the addar day after the forsation
of the nev government. Crece leoks very eold (which he is - nasely
alwost sdghty), but seems te become younger when he speaks - surpri-
singly fresh and lively. He sends his best regards to my dear parents
resenbering a charsing evening he spent with thew im Munich, in dear
Nebel's howe...It was quite an experience to meet the grand old man,
whowe prestige and influence in this country are resarkable...
Speaking of prestige, a few days ago some body brought me a piloture o
*1l romanziere ¢ filosefe Th.M.* published, with a hignly complimen
eaption, in an Aserican-sponsored Italian magazine. Fverybody says
that I leok Just like my Ind, and that my Dad looks so young, and
that he has such a lot of hair...

What I would like to get is occasional selections of clippings from
THE NATION ("Argus®), AUPBAU, and the like -- about such subjects as
Gersan sorale, post-War schemes, new political books, atrecity steries,
Jokes, ete. Not tee wuch - Jjust sowe stimulating titbits, once in

& while.

n attendgnt le plaisir de vous lire, and with all my love:

Joy ~02 Jiom
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