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New Yeer's Eve, lod4
LA N
Me tres chere,

Just a last little Hello, before this cumbersome old year
jg definitely end irrevocebly over. A8 for the mnext one --
well, let!s hope for the best and expect the worstl

Friedrich (who has become & most asslduous and conscientious
correspondent) wrote me about the Krdger disaster. Whet e shemel
what en embarrassing, superfluousy; U o 1 y Cragedyl It must
be sn swful blow to poor old Heinl -~ who is likely to follow
her soon. Couldn't.she wait a few years? Whet deplorseble, ob=
jectionsble lack of consideration end self-controll ¥Yet I.feel
sorry for her. She should have steyed in Germany, with paople
of her own kind. He hes ruined her life by trensplantésg end
uprooting her, But then, that's what she wanted. 1 suppose

it was completely on her own asccount when she followed nim To
Bandol, or whereever he was &t the time. Stupid thing she wasl
But back in Nice she used to cook reslly delicious suppers for
us, It's all very ssd.

(1'1l try to write a few lines to the Uncle. But there 1is
not hing tosay, really...)

«es NOthing new from here -- except for what you reed in the
papers (which isn't very much, either, right now). ... Il expect
to go to Rome for a few deys before long, which may clarify

my future stetus a little. Christmes up here in the mountsains
wes, €8 I predicted, very calm, As plenned, I dropped by et

-2 and enjoyed lobster snd ewmbes nsrzlipan. Thet wes sabout
ell, As for New Yesr's Zve, I hesve declided to ignore it slto=
gether., In gny case, it's g little better this year then it

was 1in 1945, when I left the States just on Christusas Eve and
spent the holidsys, including New Yesr's Dey, in & hole that
wes pltechderk sfter five o'clock in the afternoon --.cramsed
togzether like a serdine with litersally thousends of men... Thet
journey from Virginia to Cessblence wes probebly the worst ex=
perience of my Army life.

Poor Bibl Now he has to go through that damned Sesic Trsiningl
I hope he'll mensge to get himself into Speclel Services. Wy
Lord, I'll wsdiske hsve to write to him tool

Happy- New Year to you and Ded snd to all men of good willl

Tierw; K.

PS The article enclosed herewith is my first contribution to
STARS & STRIPES ~-- published in todsy's Sunday- esnd New Yeer's
number. They wented me to write sbout this subject, which 1
would, heraly have picked myself... 1 hope Hubertus will see 1tl
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From,Sgt.Klans Mann (32697270),
P.W.B.,HQ Fifth Army, APO 464,
c/o Postmaster,New York, NY
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Mr. & Mrs, Thomas l.i‘.ré_m, /
1550 San Remo Drive}\?"d:l—;-_z,”, Q‘L
Pacific Palisades, <12~ ==
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