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Itely, 22 December, 1044
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ke Lreas cnere,

Letest arrivals were; your dear letter of 22 November; s belsted
"Mlwoss" -~ malled last August, if I sz not mistaken --; & remers
kebly ricoh end tasty frult ceke; pecksge with clisrettes (1), scarf,
pyjemes, snd hendkerchlefs. Everythlng hes glven me yrest pleasure.
vergeltsgott., ... What 18 pnew? Not much, I em sfrsid. Of course, one
is somewhat worrled sbout the new developments on the Western front.
gven though it is difficult to sey how importent, or how 1nnon10quont=
isl the initiel Qersen successes ere -- it remsins sppelling that

they have 80 much eneryy end lmpetus left. well, meybe it's thelr last
gesp end the bestards will reslly collepse, once this finsl effort

nes fulled... Let's not spesk sbout Greecel It's a nli htmere...

A® feor my own little sffelrs, they remsin unchanged, with verious
possiplilities pending. The newest prospect 1s & Job with STARS AND
STRIPES, our jprmy newspeper; thney went we for thelr editorisl steff.
Curioualy enough, the proposltion is not unattrsotive to mwe == mostly
beceuse I would much rether write in English sgein, snd slso con=
sldering the dlscours.ing iuplications of Elmer's ietter. But then,

1 doubt very much that pys will be willing to let me g0. The msjor

wio is my lmmediste boss here, st HQ, thinks it would be sn swful
misteke on my part to sbendon our orgsnizstion; and when | expleined
to him thet, with PWB, my present status ss sn enlisted man is, and
will remein, & serious hendicep, wheress with STAST 18 would mske no
daifference, for the newspsper is coupletely run by enlisted men ==
when I tried to meake this clesr to the msjor, he talked me into me king
én applicetion for a commission s a FWB officer. which I msy do ==
Just for the record --, slthough I sm pretty sure thet there is no
¢hence of success. iIn any case, 1 don't believe thet I shall stay

with Oth Army Vv @ r y wmuch longer -- unless the commission comes
through (walech 1s more then unlikely). Otherwise, I suppose it will
be London, or STARS & STRIPZS, or st least snother Pub Job 1ln Italy.
§0 tuere we are. And mesnwhile it's Ditter cold. I am going to
celebrate Christass here, with Army, instesd of s0lng to Florence,
which would De pseudo-jolly end therefore all the more depressing.

I guess ['1]1 arop by st 3-1I, where 1 know some nice enough fellows,
end perticipate 1n & picnic perty -- my contribution velng your
lobster and marzipen which I saved for this occcasion.
¥llle chosea for everybody =-- Ded Luuptsiichlich, but also Frinkchens
end sll the other fine-feathered birds. Tell Medl, 1f she still is

with you, that I enjoyed her gift, and that I'Sl write her socon.

Towwa K.
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