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Italy, lo August, 1944

DEAR LITTLE MAMNAN:

It was 30 nice to receive vyour message of July 19 -- !
the 32nd one, alreadyl What you say about the “attempt" and the begin- ., _
ning of the Twilight of the Gods remains true, even if they go on hanging.
more fleld marshals, But who is the Littls Bird who has suoh fallsecious
ideas about the Third Reich? Good old Alfred Neumapp? Is he writing »
novel about that obsolete phenomenont Whyt And why. the s have
do undergo a diserest operation? Is that whit the ghosts do to hert
ss+» 1 am fine == a 1little more metive, for a change, but not yet active
enough, As for my transfer, I am » deal: it rather looks as if it
couldn't be managed (although Capt. H. tried his very best to arrange
things for me, in London). But I don't care so very much, anymore. What
I am mostly interested in, at this point, is the change of my status
into that of a civilian attached to P.W.B. I have already made s formal
spplication, which is indorsed by my Commanding Officer and recommanded
by various high-ranking uncles, If that doesn't work, we may have to
epproach Elmer in person. ... The main event in my personal life, since
I wrote you last, was another visit to Rome, where I spent a few days
on leave. It was rather pleasant, I saw the Sistine Chapel (which is
indeed amazingly beautiful),, other churches, "Rigoletto® in a
fairly good production, r- Little Birds both Austrian and
publisher Bompilani (who is-interested in THE TURNKING POINT and also
fedls that Dad should o from Mondeadori to his firm, as N. was
the official publisher of Pascism), two Italian princesses, Lt. Rudolf
von Ripper (a rather fabulous figure in this theater of war), and Sgt.
Hans Busch, who reminded me again of the late lanyi and who wants to
be remembered to you, He insisted on speaking Germen with me in a
restaurant (which I usually avoid to do) -- whereupon an American lisute-
nant, at a neighbouring table, suspected us to be spies and got us almost
arrested. But otherwise Busch is & nice enough fellow and seems to do
& gond job, ... Speaking of him males me think, of course, of Tutt and
Gott; the latter wrote me recently a letter in whieh he said that
JOSEPH has actually been sold to the movies. Is that correcty If wso,

Ty congratulations. Now you may buy yourself that funny gm hat you've
always wanted so badly; also, I hope to find a nice little swimming pool '
in our garden when I come home, as & weather-beaten old veteran., ...
Sister K, too, wrote me at last -« sounding rather cheerful and enter-
Fu « Let's hope she won't be too reckless and foo , While

cover the French campaignl ... When you see age-old ky !a-,

tell her, with my -o-tn-m, that I enjoy reading her novel, "Hotel
Berlin," in the Algerian magasine, PARIS, where it appears in install-

i:;o is fvll, so is my :
art -o-’or .'I.ow '
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