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Italy, June 16, 1944

Gtﬁn Amie:

Another “petit wot® we althougn I wrote you only a few days ago.
According to your note of June J, however -~ wnicn I received today
== il seems that you were without news frow we for a certain length
of time. The reason for this delay is probably of a purely technical
nature. We keep woving, as you know frow Lhe papers -- which causes

. Bany incouveniences and may compliocate our mail service. If we were

. standing still, however -~ or moved into the opposite direction -

. that would be even worse, wouldn't it. ... The Italian roads are dusty,
. the villages bombed to pieces, and the weather is getting hot =~ after
having suffered, in our tents, from the cold , for so many weeks and
months, it's now the heat that becomes the greatest nuisance, T don't

| see much of the cities. However, I have been in Rowe, which | knew

. only wost superficially. It was quite a thrill to pee the grand old
thing again == nardly damaged at all, tresendousl ivileged -- thanks
to its Eternal Glory and to the presence of the Holy Father ==: with
well-dressed people -- very muca in contrast to the wisery prevailing
in Naples --, beautiful shops, and s°© rorth, Food seems Lo be the only
taing that is really scarce «- the restaurants are fabulously expensive
and what you get for your woney is very poor stuff indeed, My visits
there were not frequent and always short. Yet I met, or re-met, some
people -~ the theatrical director, for instance, who produced a Italian
Yersion of “Anja und Esther® -- about sixteen years 8§0see He used to
be be a liberal and a bohemian -- with *futuristic® affilintions but
otherwise quite unpolitical. As Fascisw remained in power, however, he
Yielded gradually to its pressure and, after 1939 or 80, became the
director of some State theater -- teatro del J1 Arti di Roma -- and,
furthermore, accepted all kinds of tftles and nonors from Kussolini,
Now, of course, he is nervous and disturbed —- fearing the revenge of
the anti-Fascists. When I callied on him -- unsuspecting of this whole
uouupuutﬂ == he presently overwhelwed we with all kinds of documents
proving his innocence, his demands to recommend him to the Allied autho-
rities, and so forth. The whole affair was ratner embarrasing and de-
pressing -- and there will be hundreds, thousands of similar cases,

in post-iitler Qermany. It will be Quite a dilemma -- wnich, in the case
of the "Teatro-delli-Arti" man was solved automatically; for I don't
think taat I would been able to do

ir I had wanted to

do so,.
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