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Camp Crowder, Missouri
October 4, 1943

IT WAS VERY SWEET OF YOU - dearest Muriel - to send me

your beautiful book, for which I hope to get a great big
fat juicy War Bond. I have saved it, along with most of
the nicer items, for the most dignified, if somewhat
belated, rally, to take place next Saturday, in Kansas
City, under the auspices of the University, respectively
of President Decker.

It was fine to have yvour book around for a while and to

reread certain parts of it, like the chapter on Melville
and Whitman., While doing so, I was perturbed by a
sudden feeling, as though I had never told you how much
I admire "Gibbs.," 1Is it possible? And if so, is it
pardonable? The truth is that I was greatly moved and
impressed when I first read it, shortly before my
induction, and meant to write you a profound and
voluminous letter. But those were hectic and busy days,
and the letter remained unwritten. Now it's too late to
write, and I have to wait until I see you again, to tell

you all the interesting things I intended to formulate,

so many months ago, in a poignant, yet nonchalant, manner.
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