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Klsus Mann Princeton N.J.
65 Stockton Street

November 22 ,1939
Dear Mr.Greenslet,
I heve an idea for s new book,and I want to tell you about
it before discussing it with any other publisher,
The book I have in mind 1s to be a serlies of storles,hslf
eple half essayistic in charscter,dealing with the "distin=
guished visitors" Europe hes sent to this country in the
XIXscentury.I mey include as well some pernolalities who
came during the last decades of the XVIII.century,and some
celebrit%saﬂwixf tﬁav% '"bﬁen visiting here in the periocd from
1900 to 1914}However,the majority of the cheracters I want to
describe,should belong to the XIX.century epoch.
I will exclude all those men sho actually have become Americsans
such as Carl Schurz.l shell prefer,of course,the verled cases
of those who had grotesque or tragic adventures,any kind
of odd or funny experiences,while they were travelling in
this country.
I may start with some figure of the French Revolutlon perioed,
probably not with Lafayette whose story is somewhat too well
known.I didn't make up my mind as yet which figure I am
going to choose,There are several ones, however,whose stories
would be interesting encugh.
I want to include # chapter dealing with the Nepoléon Bona=
perte family.There are,as you know,all those quite amsing

stories about Joseph of Spain,Nepoléon's brother,who used
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to live near Philadelphia for quite a while.There are the
stories on JerBme Bonsppwte who fell in love with the

1 dsughter of the Mayor of Beltimore,wes forbldden to marry
her but made her a child.still todey an American soclety
lady is calling herself Madame Jerbme Napoléon Bonapsarte,
a8 I em told.e.e.And there is the strange visit of Louis
Bonaperte,the later Nspoléon II1I,who spent a year or so

in this country,sfter one of his unsuccessful coupjd'états.

+.sel want to recell the famous lecture tour of Dickens;

the somehow fesntastie trip of young Oscar Wilde;the trium=
phant and at once depressing sppearances of Tschalkowsky;
the sensational starring tours of Sarah Bernhardt,who plald
"rLtatglon"with a wooden leg,catched a cold on e train,

and tried to get a fortune from the railway company.

I went to show the composer Dvordac discovering "the New
World" ,and I want to describe the melodramatic death scene
of Eleonora Duse in the city of Pittsburg.aAnother mysterious
and moving death story is that of the Danish author Hermen
Bang who died in a Pullmen car,and was not recognized for
some time since he did not have any papers.(The character
and the works of Bang seem to me especlally feselnating.

His own death could be the last chapter of one of his novels
eee)I want to present Gustav Mahler,coming from Vienna,
hunted by a sort of primitive entisemitlism which was pretty
strong and dangerous in fustria,slready et that feraway time,

Meybe I will include Caruso and le Melba,and certainly




Nijinsky,who thought he was a horse and could fly,and pers=
haps Paganini,in an earlier part of the book.I will tell
the story of Mexim Gorkl who had to go to Ellis Island as
he was travelling with his ledy frlend,and I want to report
about one of the half-serious half-phony " founders of a
new religion" :perhaps Rudolf Steiner,the founder of anthro=
posophy,or else Krishnemurti,the Indien Christ.I consider
using Leon Troﬁ?ky as the last case.

I think there shouldn't be more than 12 or 15 storles alto=
gether,e each one between 20 and 25 pages long.I will try
to give not only the "American esdventures" of the man in
question,but alsc his own background,the function he hed

in his homelsnd's culture,snd the most significent facts
about his work end blogrephy.Besides,I want to include as
many detells as possible sbout the conditlions he found in
this country and sbout the people he mgb.(0Oscar Wilde's
meeting with Walt Whitmen - just to give one example.)

esel alweys have considered this blending of nerrative and
anelytic style as a sort of "literary speclelity" of mine,
The stories of the "distinguished visitors" should have
half the cherscter of emusing novelettes, helf of esseylstic
portreits.Certein chapters of "Escape te Life" = the "Por=
trait of our Father",par example - may convince you that I
pcssess some experience in this kind of writing.There may
be 2 sort of spirituel connection - although,of course,no
actuel resemblance - between the theme of "Distingulshed
Visitors" ,and the topie of "Escape to Life". - - 1 will try,
this time,to write the text in English,perheps with the
colleborstion of some imericen friend. -

Please let me know 1f you are interested.

Yours very sincerely,




