MON

MONACENSIA

Verbundkatalog Kalliope

In: The Chicago Sun Book Week. 3.12.1944, S. 2

The Impact of the Holiday Season on Our Fighting Men. Classics of Literature
Are First Choice Of Soldiers Abroad, Klaus Mann Finds.

Mann, Klaus

1944-12-03

Nutzungsbedingungen

Bei zahlreichen Dokumenten auf monacensia-digital.de sind die Urheberrechte bereits abgelaufen. Sie sind
gemeinfrei und durfen ohne weitere Rucksprache mit der Monacensia weiterverwendet werden.

Bei den Dokumenten, bei denen noch Urheberrechte bestehen, missen fiir eine Weiterverwendung stets die
Rechteinhaber*innen angefragt werden sowie eine Publikationsgenehmigung der Monacensia eingeholt
werden. Das Zitatrecht bleibt hiervon unberuhrt.

Zur Erteilung einer Publikationserlaubnis wenden Sie sich bitte an:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus

Literaturarchiv

Adresse: Maria-Theresia-Stralle 23, 81675 Mlnchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Terms of use

The copyrights for numerous documents on monacensia-digital.de have already expired. They are in the
public domain and may be reused without further consultation with Monacensia. In the case of documents
for which copyrights still exist, the copyright holders must always be contacted for further use and
publication permission must be obtained from the Monacensia. The right to quote under copyright law
remains unaffected by this. To obtain permission for publication, please contact:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus:

Literaturarchiv

Address: Maria-Theresia-Stralle 23, 81675 Miinchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Visual \\Llibrary



THE CHICAGO SUN BOOK WEEK, DECEMBER 3,

s idwest ﬂmﬁkmw,ﬂﬁmmﬂ,

The Impact of the Holiday Season on Our Fighting Men

This Is the Fourth Yule in the Foxholes

Classics of Literature Are First Choice
Of Soldiers Abroad, Klaus Mann Finds

By Klaus Mann
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“Guard Duty,"

By Michael De Capite
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For Young Americans in the Pacific Fray

By Robert Sherrod
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Robert Lee Sherrod, Georgia-
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Thoughts of Home on the London Run

Bill Knew He Wouldn't Gel There for Christmas; He Had Plenty of Work to Do
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A British corporal's volce broke

in;: “We had qulie a bateh 'of
prisoners In Mormandy and our
chaps were passing out cigarcties

and patting them on the shoulder
—Nite old Jerry' they were pny-
fng. And a few duye before bloosdy
Jerry was sending rebols over Lo
London,”

“Bome don'l care any more™
Eill went on. “And some do, IUs
harder for the older men. A friend
of minge—Frank's hiz nome—in 36
He can'l fly or get awards bacauss
hir's too old. He has no dependonts:

under  the Army scheme, he'll
probably get oot last, Just sek
hi ‘How long you been here,

Frank!' ond hiz whole face blows
up and he stutters for flve min-
uben. It gels guya like that. T'm
only 24 so0 l—well; thi the only
thing I know., Right now I feel
like I've never known anything
else. But some ol the older men—
red sltiff." BIl préssed the huty
of hiz clgareite Into an ashiray.
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ing May. Most of them, haggard,
beglen and hungey beyond. the
hysterical nightmares of most
Americans, had {o surrender with
the gallont Gen. Wainwright. A
fmw others who remember kot
Christmuas of 1M1 survived to
fight again when United States
forces went bock to the Philips
pineg last October, Still otheri—
I ean remember a few—gol out of
the Philippines only to die elag-
where In the Paclfic or even @
world away in Europe,

Christmas of 1841, a8 1 have
heard It described, wae dismnal,
but there wag still hope of réscue,
When he came oul of the Philip=
pines in March, 1842, Brig.Gen.
Hugh John v, who hatl been
MacArthur's Mo, 1 engineer, told
me in Melbourne thut he hud had
the gaudiest Christmas Eve 'in
history—he hnd blown up nearly

£100,000.000 worth aof military
tallations In und arotind Ma=
rila, 1In other words, even In

March Gen. Casey could think
there wiis'a chance of reseuing our
embatilod forces in” the Philip-
pines

The truth is that we realized
viry Jale how weak we wWere how
slight was the hope of reinforeing
the Philippines-—I « think | thepe
was liftle hope even if Pearl Har-
bor had not brought us the lems
porary loss of our old Batileships,
because we did oot konow how in-
significant In modern war were
those  unredonatricted ships, One
outEtanding pression 1 hive
from Warld War 11 ls the

ronie  ovoroptimism  of  the
American people,
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v armd Goual, it wess evident
hese men thal mot people
back home consldered the wae
noarly wor., dAnd the men, seelng
that thelr own performance in the
Jungles  was still amatcurish if
not inadequate, were bitter. They
know the path could be anly long
and hird, They lknew our: Navy
had sulfered ‘severe losmes, our
urms  and  our  jungle Araining
were not all they should be, our
offensive against Japan was sel
only o devpetale delensive,

11 meems' o me—and this 15 a
porsonal oplnlon — that  the tide
had turned by Christmas of 1043,
We had begun to climb up the
=olomons ladder in Bougainville
MatArthur  had  finally taken
maony  points on New Guinea's

north shore. At Tarawa we pald
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price, but we' won a
battle that wus - demaons
nnadwv v, We in the
could soe that we were
learning how io fight, Bt last,
W could see 10 aircralt carrlers
where we saw only one the year
before. We ecould see that  our
planes;, once woelully lacking in
Ruality—and just plain Jicking-—
were now far superior to the Jap's
planes. We grieved for ke in-
comparably  gallant mirines ot
Tarawa, bul we fell that {hey
had not died In valn

This Christmas of 1044, will be
grecled  with  determination by
men all over the Puaclfic,: but nof
with epthuniosm. In the Philip-
pines in the Marlanas and in
the Palaus, it Is obvious thar we
are finally. beginning fo hurl the
moEt despicable snemics Ameri=
cang huve ever faced. The road
18 #till Hord, but it is not as long
Despite the reverses in Chins—
reverses that eannot but be felt
all over tha Pacific —the war
against Japan progressee.

Unléss n mirucle ocours — snd
even that would have to be a
miracle of Gur own chooslng—the
war in ‘the Pacific will stll last
n long time, Bul 1944 sees our
men supplied with the materials
of wir a5 they were nevir sup-
plied before, It sees for greater
numbers of o men and our ships
than we dreamed of in the skin=
of-the-teeth daye of 1942, Many
af aur comrides are undeabiedly
still destined fo dle, but our de=
termlnation  fo win, uiferly, ia
kindled bevond our hopes’ and
expectations of those other Christ-
TRAEEE,




