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Eight Important Recent Books of

IMELY INFORMATION
*INSIDE THE

By BERTRAM D. HULEN. *The whole story of how
1 Amarican diplomatic operctions are corried on. An

informed un:hig‘hly informative book, p-rllnlnrl.g wel=
come at this Hime. Absorbing reading.”'—N. Y. Times.

*SOCIAL CONTROL
of BUSINESS

ﬁy JOHN M, CLARK, Profassor of Economics, Columbla
niversity. A new and up-to-date edition of o famaous
book which demonstrotes how Individual enterprise s
limited by group control under any pelifice-economic
system ond discusses the determining factors. $5.00

*THE NEW DEMOCRACY
and the NEW DESPOTISM

By CHARLES E. MERRIAM, Professor of Pelitical Sci-
eace, Unlversity of Chlcaogo. "'Practical . . . direcHy
turned toword present need . . . i this restotement
of liberal democrocy in the terms of present-day life.""
=The Nation. '"Highly opportune.''—Saturday e;;ew.

*BUSINESS CYCLES

By JOSEPH A. SCHUMPETER, Prefessar of Economlcs,
H'tlrrvard University. A theoretical, historical and sta-
tistical enalysis of the process of copitalist society
which views cycles not a3 incldents but as its essential
form. | ensable for analyzing the present busi-

2 voly. $10.00

ness “boom,

* PUBLIC OPINION

By WILLIAM ALBIG, Associate Professor of Soclology,

niversity of [lincis. A beok that rel the modern
intensification of opinion technique to the principal
changes in society. Discusses nature, development and
measurement of public opinion, censorship, propoganda,
radio, motion pictures, graphic arts, ete. §4.00

*LABOR ECONOMICS
and LABOR PROBLEMS

By DALE YODER, Professor of Econamics and Industrial
Relations, Unlversity of Minnesoto. An introduction
to the field of lober economics which discusses under-
lylng economic principles and processes, without which
a thorough comprehension of lober problems, present
ond future, Is impossible, $3.50

*THE COLLEGE
CHARTS ITS COURSE

By R. FREEMAM BUTTS, Teachers College. Columbla
University. Exploring #o the scurce ten specific con-
troversies now dividing comservatives ond progres-
sive educators, the author provides e basis for a salu-
tion to the current bottle over college education

methods., 23.00

* NEWSPAPER
CR USADERS A Neglected Story

By SILAS BENT. The cutspoken author and newspapers
man whose books, Ballyhoo and Strange Bedfellows,
were striking, critical studies of the erican press
now presents the other side of the story in an exciting
chronicle of publishers, editors and re rs who have
fought for justice and social betterment. $3.00

McGraw-Hill Book Company
330 West 42nd Street, New York
Send for 300 page catalog free
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Snow Man

A Child of Our Time, by Odon von Horvath. New York:
The Dial Press. $2.

N THE sUMMER oF 1938, the German-Hungarian

writer Odon von Horvath was killed by a falling tree
in the Champs Elysées. How many more important and
even more horrible events have occurred since that time!
Yet the strange death of that young and highly gifted poet
remains a moving and terrifying fact in the memory of
those who used to be his friends and are familiar with his
books. Our mourning, however, i mingled with another
feeling, very strong in us when anyone, and more especially
a poet, “dies his own death.” (“Oh Lord, give to each one
his own death!” as Rainer Maria Rilke prayed.) Death
often comes to writers in a way strangely befitting the style
of their work; in the end they must experience what they
once merely dreamed. Before the bombs actually were de-
stroying the boulevards and avenues of the world’s most
beautiful city, an innocent tree had to transform itself into
the deadly instrument, killing a poet who walked through
the stormy night. This silent tree which became the in-
carnation of evil might have been an idea of Odon von
Horvath, the poet.

For he always seemed to be attracted, and in a strange
manner even amused, by all the manifestations of evil. He
enjoyed telling grim, fantastic stories with a smile at once
childlike and somewhat cruel, stories about revolting mon-
sters and grotesque accidents, Behind this cold curiosity,
however, there was hidden something different and more
precious. For Horvath was a moralist too. If he had not,
in his heart of hearts, been a moralist, he could very well
have made his peace with Nazi Germany, where there
could have been no objection to the Hungarian “Aryan™
and successful playwright. But he definitely turned his back
on the Third Reich. The first bock he wrote in exile, the
first novel he ever wrote, known and celebrated in this
country as “The Age of the Fish,” is not only the cool,
detached description and analysis of evil, but also, and above
all, an indictment. The “godless youth” which is the col-
lective hero of this extraordinary story, the youth of Hitler’s
Germany, scems to be possessed by wicked demons.

‘The same Evil Spirit and Great Enemy appears once
more in Horvath’s second and last short novel, “A Child
of Our Time” This book impresses and moves us by
many qualities and charms we admired in “The Age of the
Fish?”; it has the same kind of magic realism, which, at
certain moments, reminds one of Franz Kafka’s prose.
Yet I feel “A Child of Our Time” to be an anti-climax,
compared with the earlier book, Its composition s less
concentrated, the plot is less dramatic, its characters are not
quite so unforgettable. From the literary point of view
Horvath’s last work seems to be a slight decline, although
it certainly is still more interesting, even from the purely
artistic angle, than go percent of all the novels written and
published today. Its true significance, however, is not
esthetic but moral.

The simple fellow who is presented as the leading char-
acter—the average man “of our time"” who does not find
his place in a post-war or pre-war world; the narrow-
minded young soldier who enjoys taking and following







