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Sept-

CITIES IN
THE NEWS

HAMBURG

oul ..

ool news—quite & blow to Hit-

7RI

No doubt your elation Is com=
pletely justified. The destruction
of Hamburg is o most important,
mest e T
tagleally and paychologically, Yet
it is one thing to realize the mili-
tary signifieance of & reported
event—another thing to gauge its
human and cultural
‘What kind of a cf

Of course, you may eheck nny

eneyelopudia fnd find all the rele-

vant information: y M
seaport of Germany, situated on
the right bank of ths morthern
arm of the Kibe; largest seaport
of continental Europe; population
(1638): 1,079128; in 1927 the num-
ber of ships entering the port was
14,788 . . * There follow plenty of

datn coneerning Hamburg's. ship-

bullding Industry and miritima
commerce, its churches, its opera
‘house, ite museums, its university,

vieloity. !

You muy also learn that the city
hind Its origin in n ‘erected
by Charlemagne in the year B08;
parts of lts nrchitecture go bmck
o the thirteenth century, although
mout of the old bulldings wara de-
stroyed in the course of fhe yemrs
In 1601 Hambiurg wos made & “fres
imperial city” by the German Em-
peror Maximilian I. It became the
head of the Hanseutie League,
which included also the cities of
Tauebeck nnd Bremen, In 1871,
Hamburg waa recognized as 4 con-
stituent part of the German em-
pire—this remaining proudly inde.
pendent from the jurisdiction  of
powerful Prussin.

It's jmportant to know all this.
But ik Is not everything. A city is

an organic heing—complex, unique, | gjq

sleh In Jovable wnd irritating fea-
tures, Ome has to be acquainted
with lt—has te hove lived with it,
to understand ils dramu.

‘The snnouncement that Ham-

burg has ceased to exist—for the |1

time being at lenst—us & vital, In-
dividual organism, cannot  but
evoke a profusion of memories and

reflections in the minds of alllgng

those who have known the place
a8 long and intimately as I happen
to know It, Mot that I feel sorvy
for the clty

Did they feel sorry about the bom- |y,

bardments of Warsaw and Coven-
try, London and Rotterdam? Did
they protest agalnst the massive
orimes committed by the German
army and government In Russin
and” Norway, Peland and Greece,

Frunce and the Netherlands? I |ihe

the Germans (ineluding the people
of Hamburg) disapproved of thoss
outrages, they utterly failed to ex-
press their indignation.

Mo, It's not n question of pitying
Hamburg or any other of Hitler's
strongholds that has been, or will'
be, sevorsly punished by the Al
lied mir forces. But it is strange
and saddening to contemplate the
Irredeemablo richness of Lraditions
and energies thut have to be de=

slong. on__the pletu
river,

stroysd—why? Because the Ger-
man people are in the dangerous

] the world.
Hamburg I have known will
never be again. | :

seaport p wiped trugted:
And you thought “Ihat’s | maybe it will regain, in God's good

time, its former vigor and prosper-
ity. But Its face and flaver will
: ally altered.

Hamburg had indeed a highly
personal face and unmistakahle
flavor. It was a progressive, cos-
T pam_nn place—open-minded and
h Its physiognomy nnd
way of life appeared similar, In
various respects, to the [
‘English, Duteh, and Scandinavian
eltles. The climate of Hamburg 1=
very much like that of London and
Amaterdam; even the local dialect
haa definitely Dutch and Anglo-
Saxon accents. The food In Ham-
burg used to bhes more m?um
opulent than you could find in any
ther German community. Hange-

g

wines in their cellars, the wall-kept

lawn In thelr parks, their ressrved

muanners, and their sober, Indepand-

ent views. To them, the soclal elite

of Berlin consisted of me-:!qal
) Ham

purvenus and plebelans. nbirg
had the reputation of being chilly,
at the - atmosphere

famous (or notorious) street called
"Reeperbahn—the dynamle center
of 8t. Paull, the district around the
harbor? Something between Times

vices; teeming with truculent males
and mvl.tllns fumales; mw
vulgar, 1 or deligh

And wm.!hp 1ttle ltor-
ary theater on the stage of which
I had my first experience as 4 play-

under-

fow duys ngo, n message
reached me—a
had

& long and pecullar journey,
fromi a man I knew in those
sy days when the lights were
dancing and glttering on the

n"— friand of mine of

(This le the first srticle of the
series, Citles In the News.) i

wright and as an actor—inip

ating, rather gnwkily, a melancholy
h\ru-‘i‘n my first drama? The good

L Kammerspicie"
(this wns the theater's name) I8
probably &l in pi 0 stage,

the orchestra, the dressing rooms,
the canteen where we used to hang
out after the show, And so are—
suppose—most of the strocts
_th—;-ﬁpzh which 1 was wont to pass
the avenues, t and

ndes—how many years pgoT—nalong
the narrow canals or “flosts”
("Flesten”) by which the old town
teaversed, How curious to think
of the g1 5 evenings in

burg's - it clubs and studios, its
squalid joints and  wenlthy rosi-
dences. How many of the people
1 used to know there may have sur-
vived the ofdeal of thelr hometown,
 disgrate of their country?
Many of them were deeldedly anti-
Nazi—and T mean not only the or-
ganized worklng men and radieal
intellcctunls but also the patricluny
who ocoupled the elegunt old man-
urcaque Alster

Trus, most of them sequissesd fn
the Naxi outrages, But there were
others who sabotnged nnd opposed

the Nazi tyranny—as and
as effectively ns nm.t".tn“é“’.... Ihe

Ham- |

wd old H‘-n_mltic stock, well-off,
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