MON

MONACENSIA

Verbundkatalog Kalliope

Memorandum. Object: An exclusive general option on the
motion-picture rights...

Mann, Klaus

Nutzungsbedingungen

Bei zahlreichen Dokumenten auf monacensia-digital.de sind die Urheberrechte bereits abgelaufen. Sie
sind gemeinfrei und dirfen ohne weitere Ricksprache mit der Monacensia weiterverwendet werden.
Bei den Dokumenten, bei denen noch Urheberrechte bestehen, mussen fir eine Weiterverwendung
stets die Rechteinhaber*innen angefragt werden sowie eine Publikationsgenehmigung der Monacensia
eingeholt werden. Das Zitatrecht bleibt hiervon unberihrt.

Zur Erteilung einer Publikationserlaubnis wenden Sie sich bitte an:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus

Literaturarchiv

Adresse: Maria-Theresia-StraRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Terms of use

The copyrights for numerous documents on monacensia-digital.de have already expired. They are in
the public domain and may be reused without further consultation with Monacensia. In the case of
documents for which copyrights still exist, the copyright holders must always be contacted for further
use and publication permission must be obtained from the Monacensia. The right to quote under
copyright law remains unaffected by this. To obtain permission for publication, please contact:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus:

Literaturarchiv

Address: Maria-Theresia-StralRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Visual \\Llibrary



FEKORANDUL

CBJECTs An etlusive g e ntr a l opti1on on the motion-plcture

rights of sll the titles published by the joint firms of QUERIDO/

BERNANN-FISCHER VERLAG (Amsterdam), SUHRKAMP (formerly S. FISCHER)

VERLAG (Berlin snd Frenkfurt), snd BERMANN-FISCHER VERLAG (Vienns).

The two men in charge of the sbove-mentioned combined publishing
houses, Mr, F, H, LANDSHOFF and Mr. GOTTFRIED BERKANN=-FISCHER, are
willing to come to an agreement with one of the leading American

motion-picture companies, under the following terms:

e

1.) The PUBLISHERS grant an exclusive genersl option ’(Vkl1ﬂ for

- | . -

two years, on the motion-plecture rights of all the titles pub=
1ished under thelr imprint (QUERIDO or BERMANN-FISCHER) .

fwsh In those exceptional cases where the PUBLISHERS do not
own the motion-picture rights of any psrticuler book published
under thelr imprint, they wlll sct ss negotistors and go=bet=

ns =-=- which 1s to ssy that they will promptly inform the

1.‘.';5
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respective author or his representstive of the OTHER PARTY's
interest, and will do their best to secure the desired rights
for the OTHER PARTY. Also, the information about such works,
given by the PUBLISHERS to the OTHER PARTY, will be &s prompt

end mg complete s&s in all other cases.

Ekféhffut
2.) The PUBLISHERS will prepsare, for thelbenefit of the OTHER

PARTY, a conclse but thorough synopsis (written in English) of
eny book published under thelr imprint which may contein potentiasl
movie materiel, These condensed outlines are to be prepared and

delivered b e f o r e publlication of the book in guestion,




1

3.) The OTHER PARTY have to decide within months sfter

delivery of the outline whether or not they wish to buy the

.otion-picture rights of the litersary work in questlion. In cease

the OTHER PARTY decide to buy those rights, & contract has to

be algned héﬁzﬁen BOTH PARTIES (Publishers and Motion-Plcture

Company), on terma to he agreed upon in each individusl case,

L=

4,) If the OTHER PARTY are not interested in the motion-plicture

rights of the literary work in question, or fail to take up
their option in due time, the rights return autometically to
the PUBLISHERS who, in such a case, would be free to offer the
same msterisl to other potential buyers, without any further

obligation towards the OTHER PARTY,

5.) The PUBLISHERS will keep the OTHER PARTY informed, not
only sbout their own output and their own projects, but also
ebout sny significent or promising literary noveltlies prepared

or published by other publishers in those countries where the

joint fliyms of QUERIDO/BERMANN-FISCHER maintasin offices or
representatives (The Netherlands, (8weden,) Switzerland, Germany,

A strie, Hungery, Czechoslovakia). The PUBLISHERS will furnish,

for the exclusive benefit of the OTHER PARTY, remular reparts

on literary sctivities in thoese countries, and will prepsare
outlines of books that may be of interest, from the polnt of
view of the motion-picture industry. The movie rights of such

books mey be obtained through the good services of the PUBLISHERS,

6.) For the exclusive option and the other services indlcated




above, the PUBLISHERS expect from the OTHER PARTY the amount
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twentv-four months after the aigning of the contract.
In order to appreciste the advantages such sn errangement

would offer to the "Other Party" (1.2, the motion-picture company)
one hes to consider the unique positlion the QUERIDO-FISCHER chseln
occupies smong Centrsl-Eurcpean publishers,
AUERIDC VERLAG (established in 1953 as the Germen~-langusage brench of
sn 0ld Duteh publishing house) wes for yesrs one of the most vital
centers of German literature in exile -- presenting the works of such
outstanding refugee suthors es Lion Feuchtwenger, Erich-Meria Remarque,
Heinrich Mann, Viekl Bsum, etc. Today, QUERIDO is playing an equally
firmportant role ss s link between intellectusl 1life in ocecuplied Germany
and the outside world,
As for BERNANN-FISCHER VERLAG, it i1s the helr of the femed Germsn
publiehing house of 8, FISCHER, BERLIN -- the grest firm which, for
more thsn helf-a-century, had the privilege of publishing the works
of Gerhert Heuptmenn, Thomss Menn, Arthur Sehnitzler, Jekob Wassermann,
Hugo von Hofmannsthel, Hermann Hesse, ete., When Hitler came to power,
the son-in-law of S. Fischer, Dy, G, BERMANN-FISCHER, went sbrosd =--
first to Vienna, then to Stockholm =- and continued to publish the
writings of those @@ Pischer suthors who were considered objectionable
by the Nezl regime. Cthers, like Gerhart Hsuptmenn und Hermann Hesse,
who == without being Nazis -- could still appesr 1n the Third Reieh,

in Berlin
were ﬁuhlisﬁﬁﬁ? v Bermenn-Fischer's psrtner and representstive, kr,

SUHRKAMP, who tried to keep up the old S, Fischer tradition, in apite

of & difficulties. Since the end of the wey, BERMANN-FISCHER hes besn




been worldng sgsin in close collaborstlion with hig Derlin branch,

More recently (summer 1948) the two firms of QUERIDO and BERMANN-
FISCHER decided to pool their resocurces and coordinste thelr acti=
vities == thus forming @& new concern with whose potency and prestig
no other German-language publlisher cen compete.

The list of QUERIDO=-FISCHER suthors comprises the following names,
smong others (to mention only those who produce fiction, plays, or
biogrsphies ==~ in short, potentlal movie materisl):

Vicki Baum, Alfred DSblin, Lion Feuchtwanter, Bruno Frank, Leonhard

Frenk, A. ke Frey, Csksr kerle Graf, Martin Gumpert, CGerhart Haupt=
1¢nn, Konrad n€id€"1, Hermann Hesqa, Hugo von Hofmannathsl, Helnrich
EG. Jacob, Georg K ;s.d, ierta Karlwelss, Alfred Kerr, Kurt Kersten,
lxn-rrm,n:* Anqten, Irmg sm Keun, Annette Kolb, Alexsnder hernet-holenia-
Emil Lud "i_, Joechim Xa £88, L Eriks Menn, Heinrich ! I, Klaus K enn,
Thomas kann, Uﬁlnrin Jrrcu, LuuwiL Karcuse, Alfred homhann, Robert
Neumann, Guatev Regler, Erich-Ksrls Remarque, Joseph Roth, Arthur
Schnitzler, Anng Sahhers, nilhelh Speyer, Garl St?vnhei brnst Toller,
Friedrich Torberg,” Jakob Wassermann,! Franz Werfel, Otto h.F'k’
Carl Zuclmayer, Arnold Zweig, Stefan Z*veig.

(This 1list doees n o t include the many non=Germen writers

-= Americen, En 11«11, French, Itdlisn, Swedish, Duteh, and

a0 forth -- whose works =r“'9rnd in Germsn translation, under

the imprint of either Dublinhing house.)
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Some of the distinguished men and women just enumerated are, of course,

he suthors of bocks most succeagfully used by the motion-plecture

industry, If an agreement of the kind suggested in this liemorandum

some
had existed, Wfi years 8go, between the PUBLISHERS end

the CTHER PARTY (1.,e, sn American motion-picture compsny), the OTHER
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PARTY would have received pre-publication ocutlines 2f now world-=famous

novels like Thomas Mann's "The Megle Mountain,"sLion Feuchtwanger's

"Power" and "Proud Destiny," Vicki Baum's "Crand Hotel," Heinrich

Mann's "™Blue Angel," Anna Seghers' "The Seventh Cross,”" Erich-Maria
"

Remsrque'a "Three Comrades," and so forth, =~ There is no reascn to

doubt that writers whose contributions proved so valuabls in the past
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i1l produge materisl of equal c-lu;-l....c,;.- in the future.

But st lesst sa interesting as great names are, from the film pro=
ducers point of view, young talents -- not yet established, not yet
widelv recornized writers from whom new ldeas may be expected. The
QUERIDO-FISCHER 1list includes some "sromises" of this sort; others

gre to be sdded., If any publisher has & chence to discover tomorrow's
litersry leaders and celebrities, it is that firm with its wide-

apeesd network of local branches, representatives and other observation

posts in various parts of Europe.

In this context, 1%t may be appropriste to stress the especliudl slgni=
flcanc on rticuler point incorporst n tl posed "terus"
- mely, Peint No. § which stipulates that b 1 PUBLISHERS will
keep the OTHER PARTY informed, not only sbout thelr own output and

their own projects, but alsoc sbout any ... promlsing literary novel=
ties prepared or published by other publishers in those countries

where the joint firms of '.,J-.J'.-.i':_[l')(}f JERMANI=-FISCHER malntain offices or

- o = 8w Tit 4 . , . b=z 5 5 4 do o ~t 1
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beneficisl to "the Other Party." For the two chiefs of the joint firm,
roe LANDSHOFF snd lir. BERMANN-FISCHER, are indeed in a singulerly good

position to observe, through their various locsal agencies and contact

. o™

men, the literary merket in wost Buropean capltals, fro Stoekholm

-

and Copenhagen to Prague and Budspest, The internstlonal gtafl of

JUERIDO-"ISCHER's resders and sdvisers 1s not likely to nmlss any

interesting novelty or eny prorising talent.

Americasn motion-picture compenies are spending a lot of money to
ey @ ci ¥y

finance the junkets of roving talent-scoute and ; in

2]

oreizn countries, One of those companies might diminish 1ts expenses
and get better results by collaboreting with a msjor European publishing
house and litersry center, such as QUERIDO/BERMANN-FISCHER VERLAG,
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