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Writers are, on the whole, difficult people to deal with.
Some of them may be good sports -- gowmdy and socisble; but
in most geses the creat.ive capacity of the mind seems to pro-
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N The only thing u::triat.s take seriously -- the one authority
they recognize is th\TF)work, their production. They are
monomaniacs.k?pr the sake of their work, they will accept

the most rigorous|discipline or will abandon themselves to
the most y v:n.cesMwilliug to become saints

or dope-fiends, m/r criminals, if they think it in the
interest of their idol and tyrant -- their art. -Dogga&ly

[anatic, they will m&ka the greatest Bacriftca'ﬂ, as long as
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85 it is difficult for a ereative miyﬁ to adapt himself

an-:i rules of any community -- how could he
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The army, under normal \;(Zaeunutms’, means to an artist
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And Goethe - after Shskespeare the most impressive incernatlion of
the literery genius - whet would he have to say in view of the present
turmoil? - In fact,he said nothing - not a slngle wordl - when &n
earthquake of a similar violence shook his homeland. Goethe was terrilb=
1y silent,meditating about Latin verse or the ingredients that make e
eolour,while his compatriots raved with with enthuslssm,fury and
patriotlism = all in raptures as the nation wss finally free ams with
Nepoleon banished to St.Helena. The great Goethe,however,appeared
shockingly detached,in the midst of so much popular excltement,

§ 411 well-meening people were bewlldered - some of them owes dls=
gusted,in view of this inhumen alocofness. They did not reallze - and
he saw no reason to tell them - how profoundly he was dlsgusted him=

self, He disapproved of the nationalistic hysteria surroundln& him,

He was bored by so much neduisd; nolse,bad poetrv and _ood felth,
In fact,he sdmired the French Buperor mch more than the Teutonie
woarriors who had licked him - thanks to the British fleet. Goethe
recognized slready,with the most prophetic kind of apprehension,the
true face and intrinsic nature of those Prusslan warriors and bolster=
ouns liberators. - - Goethe! ailenc?}yﬁ%’ﬁ protest - sthe first
protest, indeed,made by ;ggfgégman spirit against those disastrous
feetures inherent in the Cerman charscter and known to us beswme
under the name of Hazlism,
+++

Seebosbpenivaet Sllence is one form of disapproval - not always

the most effective,but sometimes the only fessible one. G_oethe chose

it - pertly because of his own cherecter so definitely averse to

any sort of spectecular or provocative gesture; partly because of
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