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His criticism is always fr i endly. Only, the moment
that -he chose to publish it, might seem critical: for are we not living in a
condition bof#dering on that of War? and. ls it permissible, in War-time, to

deliver weapons to the enemy, for him to use against wu s: i.e. against Gide's

own camp? (eide?) It is bitter and painful to see Gide's criticisms of the
Sowjet Union/ triumphantly quoted and misapplied (abused?) by the Nazi-German
press. The Fascist newspapers have the temerity to rejoice because Gide has
found fault with the lack of spiritual freedom within' the Sowjet Union. He also
states that there is, within the Socialist republics, too great a weasure of
"conformity™ which, while it peruits eriticism c¢f some detail, never endures
any criticism of the general trend that is being followed. - He objects, further,
to the adulation concentrated on the person of Stalin - without, however, in thé
least depreciuting that personality itself. Finally, he mocks at a certain new
"Superiority- Complex", which he has found among the citizens of the Sowjet Re-
publics: inassuch as they know very little about what is going on elsewhere in
the world, many of them believe that everywhere on earth Hell hag broken loose,
and that only they live in Heaven. - Gide voices all these objections, not in
order to hurt his comrades in the Sowjet Union, but rather, in order to he l p

them,




