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The title of my book has s double meaning. First, it refers to a
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'rQ:;;hﬁiﬁ@@#dﬁ#&immméwg'“ svidently, the nistorical hour we ere
passing throu. h is one of pivotel el ¢« One thing is certaln

et least, in the midst of so many staggering uncertainties; the next
step will cerry us into new land with landscepes snd conditions es
they have never been seen before, Nobody can foretell whether things
will be worse or better in this trensformed world to come, The horlzons
which, from now on, will surround our lives may be bri hter or derker

than the lives we knew, But surely the light will eslter,
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Wwe left Germeny as soon as Hitler ceme to power, in Hari;h, 1958 =
voluntarily, or rather forced away by our own diaguit, our horror,

our forebodings, We left because we knew Hitler and beceuse we knew
the Germens, We left becmuse we could not bresthe the alr in Nazi
germeny. The fear of suffocation is a plain, cogent resson for exlle -

lan't 1ite
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There wes nothing wrong with the literary snd theatriecel cirecles in
Berlin, Munich, Hamburg, end the other cultural centers of the Welmar
Republic. Many of wassesese those playwrlght, actors, novelists, palnters,
and composers were indeed remarkably talented. But they lived esnd worked

in a soclel veeuum = disconnected from the Germen masses, Thet is why

go muny of us i,nored or underrsted the amimews—sevelopmentg beishny




«radusl increase of the Nazl menuce, When we finslly realized what was

going on, 1t was slready too late to prevent the disaster,
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No; I spent the firet three or four years of exlle mostly by zlgzdgulng
-~ eaxcopt germany, of course =
Europe, There is hardly one RBuropean countryﬁwharo I did not stay for

e while, in thet period from 1933 to 1938.,- But the center of uy ecticitles
was in pmsterdam, Hollend, where I edited, for several yesrs, a literary

anti-Nezl magazine,
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81x Yeurs = or rather, five, to be more precise, I arrived here in the
full of 1956, but was in Burope twice since, in 1937 and in 19358; eeen

- staying there for about six months eech time,
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To tell the truth, I feel more at home in the United States, at this

point, than I ever did in Germany, I know this country rather intimetely
« heving crossed its whole width, from coast to coast, a dozen of times

at lesst, It's very essy for me to lmagine a life without Germeny; but

a life without smericat.«e«s NOt for me,
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4nd _1if that's truel In fact, the book is eslmost ready for puhlinetionf
the Creative A.e Press hes scheduled its sppearance for some dete eariy
next year. I enjoyed particulerly writing it, For andré glde - undoubtedly
the greatest man of letters now living in Europe proper - happens to be

one of my oldest literary idols, He 18 not only s msm genius but also
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well, I try to, at lemst, Five or ten years ago ,the ldea of writing
in a "forei.n" lsnguage (thst is to say, in eny idiom except
Germen) would have struck me a8 utterly sbsurd, But I ceme to
ealige = . reduslly, under the pressure of circumstances - that

one must not c¢ling, with stubborn nostal.ie, to one's mother-tongue,
The only thing to do, for a men in my position, waswto 1s, to
leern a new ldiom to communicate a new identity. It wasn't essy

gt first; but, then, why should life by easy? I want it rather

to be difficult z«nd uncertuin end exclitingese




@ gre-t charrcter, as he proves now, once more, by his unyielding
attitude towerd Berlin snd Vichy., 0lde -~ more than any other French
writer of this time - represents indeed the finest French qualities and

treditions.
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If I anawered your question in the negative, I might es well sey that
our civilization is doomed altogether, Germeny has to be won over to

a civilized wsy of 1life, or else there is no hope for e lasting peace,

22
whet I selid before, should meke it cleur that I belleve -~ that I try
to believe in the existences of "the Other Germany." But, on the other
hend, I think it 1s dengerous W, at this point, to overrate the practical
importence of this (ther Germeny. True, the pecple that produced Goethe
and Beethoven must have tremendous potentialities of e pesceful, conatrue=
tive nature, But the people who have made Hitler their Filhrer end thelr
fetish, must be defeated and dlsarmed. We mey stick to the concept of
"the Other Germany" ess a comforting prospect - something thet mi_ht
become resl and relevent in the future. At the neme time, however, we
ought to bewesre of wishful thinking. As long as the Germsns sllow Hitler

to be their leader, there is only one Germany - Hitler's,

26,
a,
R '11‘ there 1s W future jJerman leader - within the
Reich or outside - fssmiehss, he rust be remsrle:bly discreet end ineonspi=
cuous. I do nmot heve the privilege of lmowing hie neme or faces. Maybe he
has to hide from Hitler's Cestepo. Maybe he is an unknown refugee. Who

xnows? But whoever and whersever he is, this coming leader of a coming




germsn democrucy - hig future and the fubture of the world depend on
.

the strenygth end wisdom of the United Natlons; thelr strength as fighters,

now; their wlsdom as vlictora, tomorrow,




