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(Following Roussy de Sales' remsrks on Hitler's speeches:)
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I must edmit that I don't envy you this job,Count Roussy de Sszles.
It's & highly lmportant job,to be sure; but I rsther sickening one,
I should think. Other tyrants and dictators in hilstory mey have been
as ruthless,as ambitious,as _blood=-thirsty es Adelf Hitler, But none,
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of them,as far a8 I cen see,had this lndescribebly slckenlng quality
N = ———

cherscteristic of the Germsn Filnrer, He utterly lecks in human dignity.
it elwayvs makes me lmpatient when people insist that Hitler,after sll,
is "& genius." The undeniuble fect thet he possesses sbnormel psycholo=
ilcal forces does not yet indicate in itself that he really 1is what 1
would call "a genius." Obviously,he is both super-humen end sub-human =
g plece of rot charged with mugnetie powsrs, A genius cen be,of course,

a very complex sort of & cherscter - full of enigms and contradictlons,

But I wonder if there has ever been s thoroughly evil genius. snd that's

what Hitler 1s - thoroughly evil. A very bsd man, indeed.

desigs !

Interviewer; # bad man... :isn't this the nesé Winston Churchill used
in several of hls speeches when referring to Hitler?

K.¥, @#Exectly. L cennot help thinking of Winston Churchill's voi?e

when I employ this unsophisticeted formule of indictment - tan"Jojh
man, Churchill hees o wemdemfiml very moving wey of pronouncing plain snd
truthful things of thils sort. What e wonderful spesker he 1isl What

& trustworthy voice! - neither sweet nor harsh,but firm end sonorous,

full of grief,courage and indignation., It sounds, indeed,as a human
volce should sound.

-

Interviwer: llave you read the new collection of Mr. Churchill's

speeches, "Blood,S8weat,and Tears"?




Kellse I should say I havel = In fact,l have written an extensive article
discussing thls remsrkable book.

IntervicweriWhere 1is this article to be published?

Kelle It was just published this morning - in & magazine celled Decision
of which I am the 4 editor.

Interviewer: Isn't your fether alsc connected with this literary review?

E.M. Iils connection with Decislon mey shortly become even more intimete
and more consplcd¥ous then it was in the beginning. He has accepted our
proposition to eset ss the Chslrmen of the Bosrd of gditorial sdvisors.
Moreover,he hes agreed to write for us & monthly colum - a sort of

Herginel Notes,dlscussing in an informal manner certesin crucial political

or cultural lssues.

Interviewer, (Somethin; concerning "The Transposed Heads.')

K.le Isn't 1t a qulte unusual story,indeed? Full of a grim and daring
merriment - strengely detached and strangely colourful... I must confeas
that the men who has written thils book,never ceases to surprise snd to
puzzle me,thongh I know him for quite a while.

Intervieweri He 1s settling down in Californis now,if I am not mistaken?

Ko.Ms Precisely. = In fect,he'll celebrate his sixty-asixth birthdey out
there tomorrow morning = in & few hours from now,

Interviewer: Tell us a little more about the contributors of your magszlneL

K.k, It's a rether colourful crowd. I went the mazazine to be as comprehen=

aive as possible - presenting the best of the Europeen minds .sthering

now in thils country,side by side with the intellectuel vanguerd of America.

I eam proud to heve among my contributors so distingulshed smericans ea
_Max Lovevbr

Sherwood Anderson,Stephen Vincent Benét,Upton Sinclairﬁvoracé'ﬁregory,

James T.Ferrell; great English writers like #1ldous Huxley,Somerset Maughem,

WeHe suden; outstanding Frenchmen llke Henry Bernsteln,Jules Romelns,

Robert de Saint=Jean and, = how about you,cher ami? Iea,i mean you,

Monsleur Roussy de Salesl Don't look so innocentl I have invited you

et leesst four times to give us a contribution.es.




Question: Do you want to say something about the political situation,or
do you rether prefer to discuss literature?

Answer: "The political situetion,..":this expression becomes more end
rore i 2 to me... It seems so empty,and at the seme time over=
burdened with fatal meaning. What we ususlly call "the politlcel situe=
tioni is so terribly involved - and yet so very simple., It embraces s
many different espects and problems; we may examine 1t from .80 many
different angles - social,strategic,moral,philosophic or economic,

I daresay,indeed,that the "politicsl situation" 1s nothing other and
nothing less but the qnect90nlpr manifeqtation of =8 LPl%iS ,which 1is

much deeper end more alerming then a purely poliuical crisis could
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ever be. For it is the crilsis of Civilization itself. Civilization 1it=
" :
self is threastened and is at stake, How could we discuss politics,without

thinking of Civilization? How could we discuss Civilization,without
thinking of the present fﬁfﬁ/ﬁ&e‘frgntfr@ﬁﬁqat—waara_Q&taatnophe,not

.EEEN for-M.Paunl-Reynaud gnd thelgeneral G&ne 1iff, but—aigo-for-vVelbsire

‘and Zoles,Rousseau.and Vichtor Hug%/’ﬁ British vietory -/end in this
particular case,a prolonged resistance would actually mean victory -

will also be the ultimate triumph of the morel and intellectual traditions,
cherished and developed by British poets and philosophers,clsssic or
contemporery. The t?tgl victory of Hitler - in which in do NOT belleve -
would inevitably bring sbout the total destruection of all higher values,
not only in BEurope but 21l over the world. — S

Questio n.—rE9u—%h4HkT$h9n,Lhah_a—hﬂtalmﬁﬁfiannuiatanx+ﬂnuld.moaﬁ~sﬂme“

thing 1ike & peafhumous disaster fpr.Jefferson und Lincoln eand Walt
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AnawerteLxactly.—nd; furthermord) 1t would endsnger all efforts and

accomplishments of modern American literature ss™well;
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\2 of originalffaIbnth}’ But There are other voices - less qtriking

Questions What is,in your opinion,the most charscteristic feature
of modern literature in this country?

Answer: What I chiefly admire in modern American nowels,is the¥p

directfapproach to Life in all its complexity - &an aEfEEECHJthat is
inspired,not devoid of mystic elements,and yet sober &nd reslistic.

I find this Inspired realism in the Qritinga of Sherwood Andersen
end John dos Paésgé,of Thﬁmag Wolfe,Steinbeck and Faulkner. 1 think,
indeed,the American novel to be the most significant cultural achleve=
ment this netion has made in this century - far more essential,in
my opinion,than modern American misiec snd peinting,end probably more
important than the accomplishments of modern Europesn novellsts.
Question: Are there any recent books Dy yesms Americen suthors

by which you were impressed particularly?

&Eﬁﬁg:éﬂ1I wes profoundly moved by ﬁiﬁﬁfﬂfxﬂfffff's Native Son =
though I would not cell it s masterplece. But it is of e polgnant
intensity,very humen,sometimes frightening,always interesting and
excitiug.(;zghe American mind seems to be gifted with a potential
vitalitv ”hiF? bfipggﬁforth almth vear by vear an imposint multitude

than that of the Negro novelist: rather tender,intensely lyrical,

almost morbid - and yet,in their own way,truly characteristic for

_certain moods and tendencies of the younger generation in America.

Frederic Prckosch for instance,whose sensual and subtle style was

i N T R e T il

most fascinating in his novel The Aslstics; or Carson.McCullera -
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a younf girl from the South,whose first novel - "The Heart is a

Lonely Hunter"- is actuslly much more than merely a great "literary

promise." The leading character of the book is a deaf-mute - which

already sﬁOWQ you that it herdly 1s a very gay story... It is full




f that slmost enthusiastic sadness which 1s pical for young peoets;
shweEg—-send—ayeprryhobaf 1t expresaes thre irrational despair which is
the problematic homage vouthful talent) pay to the greatness of l1life,.
And es we talk on vast,general notions,such as Life,Sadness,Youth,

I may add as well that,in my opinion,they are more or less the same,

everywhere, All major humen emotions and problems are

brings us back to the

international -

situstion"...
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Why should we always yield the floor to our friend,the business manager,

when it comes to harenguing our potential readers? Buslness managers are
wise and experienced,but sometimes they are mistaken. iskimibmsinesemmansmer
YHey are haunted by certsin fixed 1deas,some of which we question very
definitelyd One of their pet theoriles 1s thet meostcimendicansspefueesda.
sbsribe-to-e-mawerine the aummar'?i 8 '::omplna-t;e].19r “dead anason" ag- far

the magazine trade is concerned. jor some strange and imparative reason

|'

the vast majority of Amerlcans refuse to subscribe to esny periodical
during the messiss period from early June up to the middle of 8eptember.

"I won't spend any money for p a mall campaign,at this time of the year,"
aa -SENSSEed cur friend from the business depertment insisted,with that
stubborn pessimism characteristic of people who have to speghd too much
with financial calculations,bank acecounts,creditors,and other lovely
things of this sort.

But writers and editors can be stubborn as well. - "Why shouldn't
people read a nice magazine on a nice summer evening,sitting out in
the garden or on their balcony? In fact,we think the summer 1is a much
better time for reading than the winter when so much 1s golng on to
distract you = concerts,and parties,and new plays,and what not."

- The business manager,however,remained adamant.

- "You may know something about short stories,and poems,and the future
of the world," he observed,rather contemptuously. "But in practical
matters vou are more ignorant than a child." And he concluded,with a
terrifying #Mmmee look pilercing -sdiieesf us: "There will be no meil cam=
paign for this magazine until the dead season is over.,"

So the-whedemsabiar it 1s now a matter of honopr between the editors

% 1!1,?‘
and the business department. We have to prove,to those arrogent oﬁg-pdl
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