MON

MONACENSIA

Verbundkatalog Kalliope

[Decision. Verteidigung d. Zeitschrift.]

Mann, Klaus

um 1942

Nutzungsbedingungen

Bei zahlreichen Dokumenten auf monacensia-digital.de sind die Urheberrechte bereits abgelaufen. Sie
sind gemeinfrei und dirfen ohne weitere Ricksprache mit der Monacensia weiterverwendet werden.
Bei den Dokumenten, bei denen noch Urheberrechte bestehen, mussen fir eine Weiterverwendung
stets die Rechteinhaber*innen angefragt werden sowie eine Publikationsgenehmigung der Monacensia
eingeholt werden. Das Zitatrecht bleibt hiervon unberihrt.

Zur Erteilung einer Publikationserlaubnis wenden Sie sich bitte an:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus

Literaturarchiv

Adresse: Maria-Theresia-StraRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Terms of use

The copyrights for numerous documents on monacensia-digital.de have already expired. They are in
the public domain and may be reused without further consultation with Monacensia. In the case of
documents for which copyrights still exist, the copyright holders must always be contacted for further
use and publication permission must be obtained from the Monacensia. The right to quote under
copyright law remains unaffected by this. To obtain permission for publication, please contact:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus:

Literaturarchiv

Address: Maria-Theresia-StralRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Visual \\Llibrary



Thanks.... Nice things have been said... 1 know,of course,that
thers sre many readers more critical snd less understanding -
let slone the vast majority of people who don't read a.megazine
but have just, "a /Iook" through its first issue and tHeh’come
out with a scathing judgement....

However,I realize perfectly well that it would be utterly silly
to disregard this hostile criticism altogether - because some
of it may be blassed and malignent.cssees

Particularly with regerd to our First Issue,l have to admit now
that some of the not-so-very-flattering judgements vempspasidy
were partly justified.... It is true that our opening number
contained too many brief contributions by too many celebrated
writers - withelewes., end that the flavour of 1t was a trifle
too Buropean.... (For it is NOT our intentlion to produce ftm

a "Refugee Review" - es a "natlional magszine" labeled us very
maliciously; what we want to produce is an organ to promote

and stimaulate a truly super-nat1?nal,&e!gﬁnn-ﬁﬁn-'.g spirit

of constructive co-operstion....)- a forum wh;;g_igg ==t

‘e rm—minde-cowit-Meet—withrihioss-oreabdvt vanguard of the
smerican spirit appears side by side with the creative minds
exiled from wer-stricken EUrope....

= —

dangerous—about-the-f1¥st lssues ¢ & new

The fest is to take criticism seriously - but not too seriously.
To get stimulated but not discouraged by it....

I was smused when-the—e a fellow editor who runs another monthly
for fourteen months,wrote.. o ooy
"There is so much advice I would like to glve you
about the horrors of editing. You will find every=
one seems to let you down,but long after you have
given up hope the copy comes 1n,sometimes a year
late. Also everybody abuses your magazine,especially
your contributors. But it reelly doesn't matter
as long as they go on contributing. The thing is
always to remain perfectly friendly and completely
cynical. If you have politics,people will disagree
with them -: if you have none,they will esall you
escapist. If you use the same contributors,they
will call you a clique =-: if you present a variety
of writers,they'll say that your magezine has no
character = and so on.
However, it 1s very interesting, like sitting a1l dsy
under a tepid shower,asnd sometlimes one feels cone
is reslly helping something or someone. The further
people are from the msgazine,the nicer they are sbout
it - &nd readers are slways more enthusiastie than
writers."

The main thing for sn new magazine 1s to be cbviously and con=

spiciously different from other magezines that exist already.




I remember conversstion with s sceptical friend - (he is in this

—

roOm...) = $"What for?.... There have been plenty of literary
magezines... A1l of them failed,sooner or later..."
EEEEEEEEEEEE?Our is to be fiddere differenti"

"Howsas?"
Impossible to find a new form in the technical sense....

40(!:!}4'

Mr. Henry iﬁ:ﬁ.could find a new form for an 1llustrated paper =
Mr. Ingersoll for a daily paper... But a literery monthly 1s
has to remein a litersry monthly - &s a novel has to remsailn
a novel - & tragedy - & tragedy... Foollsh to print magezine on
think steel plates - as did Italien PFuturists....
antents cen be new - or the-emimste=igwinié combination of verious
items and the spirit behind them...
Unenlably,there have been plenty of literary magazines - and
most of them have falled,sooner or lster (although some of them

exercised a considereble Jmwbeddee Iinfluence upon the intellectuel

life of this country - as did The 4merican Mercury and The Dial.

«eses Now,I don't want to compare modest 1little™ecision" with
those venersble periodicals which heve @ long become something
like classics of the American literature... Besldes,I wouldn't
like the comparison - beceuse the Dial cost such a stasggering

lot of money,as everybody knows - and beceuse lMr. Mencken,the

 A————

@ founder of the "Mercury",has meanwhile turned pro-Nazi. Neither
do we intend to run such a stupendous deficit,nor are we inclined

to become sdherents of Mencken's odd politicel Credo....

- - = = =~ What I want to point out is just this: That Decision
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to repeat any accepted type of a periodical. I believe,that

a political and spirituel situation so completely unpré'cé.dented
as ours,requires,indeed,new instruments to meet &nd analyze 1ts
sweeping implicstions....

In view of the tremendous challemge confronting us, most of the

gsccepted clichés and &lf traditional differentliations ® have

already lost,or are gradually losing,their validity. &he oGt

What is necessary,sbove all,is a cewmselen comprehensive outlook

- a synthetic approach.... A magazine that calls itself
" g peview of free culture",hes—strow-muet—mot-negle—isnere

is bound to present a definite political view as well, For,what .
(oo

is the use in discussing culturel vaelues - wusidss 1f on

the politicel and social pmaldsme issues on which the aemgy
existence of these values depends? - On the other hand,it would
be preposterous to neglect very values one fights for and to

banish the discussion of purely aesthetic or moral questions

from the pages of & cultural magazine....

The »=@® task is to combine the fighting spirit which is so

A, A A =

4miilpennabicfand essentisl in these troubled days,with

a certain detachment end objectivity indispensible for all
—— e ———

creative work...

& What is new sbout & megazine like Decision,and what I think
——

makes 1t timely,is not so much the character of any individual

 SEE—
contribution but the mixture of various topics,verious nations=
litles,various literary groups.... One of these combinstions

eand interfusions...: vanguerd with established writers..,.
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owever,specifiec indicetions es to contributlons

in esrly lssues: mabfes ¥V &4 5 L~
Storiess Americuns Ketherine Anne Porter Ellls St.Joseph Be:

Jemes T.Farrell Hans Otto Storm Carson MacCullers

Clark Yo f pra

Enzlishs ' Isherwood James Stern Haxley «~ H[g,:.a._ {,"

iuropesn § Borgese Arthur Schnitzler oM, Frey

Articles: Political: Del Veyo (South fmerican)
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ven Psassen (Lecture Tour)
Hartman, Risk of Peace (Survey)
¥alecolm Cowley, Liberals/party Lin

o 1 | New Order:
IPETS sdamic (HiSs 1deBeses)
lagikl
'.":1?1':-01"....[:39 Nesae SCAIL inavlian
Refugeos end Union”
Robert de Salnt Jean, ieneral de Gaulle
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Diana Sheean, le r from London
Housing Progream
Czernin, "Covernments in Exile”

/ C1ty of Man Debate, Borgese/iktliemble

A
D ~— ;’/U] a*()”*

etc.

B to sppear




However,specific indications as to contributions,_p to eppear
in early issues: Tifmnu N i) Rt g

Stories: Ameprican: Katherine Anne Porter £11is St.Joseph Bessy Breuer
fames T.Farrell Hans Otto Storm Carson MacCullers Eleanor
Clark Yo~ 1 MK
Englishs Isherwood James Stern Huxley
European : Borgese Arthur Schnitzler A.M.Frey

Articless Political: Del Vayo (South American)

van Paassen (Lecture Tour)

Hartman, Risk of Peace (Survey)

Malcolm Cowley, Liberals/Party Line

New Order:
Adamic (His idegsees)
Las
Winter....Czech.... Scandinavien etc.
"Refugees end Union"

Robert de Saint Jean, "General de Gaulle"
Diana Sheean, Letter from London
Housing Program

Czernin, "Governments in Exile"
City of Man Debate, Borgese/Etiemble
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promised or already in odr hands?

Stories by Ellis St
Breuer, Jemes T,Esfrell, Ka
MacCullers, ArtpOr Schnit
American), P

erwood,se=® Bessle
Porter, Csrson

6y, Jerome Bahr (young
imerican), G.4. Borgese,
egroe writer,etc.

gnrique Gil
l}letry by Marianne Moore,Stephen Spender, Wystan Auden,
Horece Gregory, Franz Werfel (German originel and trans=
lation by Babette Deutseh),Jules Romalns, Ivan and Cleire
' Goll (in French,knglish end German),Eugéne Joles (item),
fqaﬁ‘{ : Berthold Viertel (Germen;English by W.H.Auden), Dylan Thomas,

f_"___:,_;_éluhn 7.Latouche, Ted Wilson M. el s
) .
ticles Rovert-de.Seint=Jean,'General-de-Gaulle'.

’ &Lﬂi s 3 Harold. Laski,~Pransformetion of England”
- A~ 5 Malcolm Cowley, The Liberals and the Party Line
-3 Pierre Van Padssen, Notes from a Lecture Tour
l \ Alsn rtman, "The Risk of Pesce" (survey~of the
' L { P Pacifist Movements in the U.S.)
e SOy e . ﬂ%ﬁier, "Refugees and Ungions"
b YV & ' Vladimir Nabokov, "Soviet Literature"

J—€7Thomas Mann, "Richerd Wagner snd the Ring..."
)€ Justin O'Brien, "Les Hommes de Bonne Volonté"

Ernest Boyd, "@m About the Art of Translating'
. Sidney Janin, "#merican Primitives"
Lin ¥~ch von Kahler, “"The Spiritual Sources of Natlonal

Jf._e - : Socialism"

- Alvarez Del Veaye Vayo, "The South American Dilemma’
th;ﬁBcrgese/Etiem‘nle, "The City of Man",a debate

Prof. Pogglolli, The Italian Literature agalnst
Fascism
ariq_michaelisr Remembering R.M. Kilke
Count?Czernin, "Governments in Exile"
André Gide, Pages de Journal, 1941 ' (};\¢~f- ud,!

n e P v

Carson MscCullers, Southern Lt. and the Russlan Cles
Also promised: Contributions by T.S.Ellot, Somerset B
Maugham, Vincent Sheean, Pearl Buck, Van Vyck Brooks,
Henry Seidel Canby, Edmond Wilson, Aldous Huxley,
Anita Loos, Benjamin Briton, Copland, Joseph Freemen
Ralph Bates, Louis Fischer, Lewt¥ Agamre~ L. _
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"In these troubled days..."

Another defeatist #h axiom ofmbisesbuslioss~doplsbmeht. we disaspprove

of end,therefore,went to refute,is that people are not very much in=
«Am tlese
clinad’hto read serious things,unless for the definite purpose of g

obtaining new information about those crucial goings-on in the wor 1d.

'tt_’_l e~
According to this discouraging theory,the literary public wiaiié's);faither

thrilled sugsiwetsnsbed-bpstostos] or diverted*l- ATICITenLc meam-Fha
recdongverosbalidng that the two only patterns of literary production

St appealing to readers in the times of crisis,is s sensational jour=

ctualﬂ_g_;'% they doddemeto

e
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re hankering, for-cotiflete oblivions: "Please,don't talk a

WWWW “TBCADO

It would be too bad if this gloomy diesgnosis were correct. Fortunately
aad ;
it isn't. We know better. We ypave our experilences. = the encouraging

and exciting experiences of these last six months.

We ventured on this daring enterprise - the foundetion of a Review

of Free Culture in these troubled days - with comparatively modest means,

a8 great deal of confidence and with no illusions. We were positive

that there 1s a place and a significant function for a periodical of

¥mwe~precisely this type,in this country #= in these troubled days.
.Lﬂood-}m—tﬂay that wé =nticipeted all objections—end doubtsE" Wwe_ would

have to meet - and to refute. In our first anngu.naelﬂén't sent to a limited

number of frienda fore the publication of our firat issue, 1n%;f£‘n

1941, we atresaed,{vﬂm?m difficulties u-r.
i clowt Cg-f s
7p and our confidence that we would overcome tham.

may allow us to
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Y i




Tle Task.

B 5 Oaned P BT
ning_ing;/ﬁﬂto create a magazine that is both cultural and realistic;
American and cosmopolitan; readable and serious; & magazine which Jwess

takes sides in this crucial struggle - which 1is devoted,pﬁfsionately and
¢

militantly,to the cause of the Democraciles refuses
to join in the noisy chorus of obvious propagenda; a magszine that 1s
neither scholarly nor superficial but dealsywith the manifold aspects
and implications of Free Culture,according to the best knowledge end
the genulne convéctions of its contributors and editors.

The notion of Free Culture 1is great and comprehensive. SeNot=trrim
It includes not only the cultural tendencles and traditions of all

nations,but also the
entirety of endeavours and accomplishments in the different flelds of

eultural activity.-

e Our megazine,
if 1t was to live up to its progrem,hed to deal not only with the vest
scope of cultural p‘ﬁplems (including litersture,music,painting,architec=

ra
ture,theatre,dance,and mesi the film),but alsc with the essential

(e _finfegm Gpl

aspects of soclal Q?d politica ilifa. For the connection between the
two spheres of life, scultural an political,is direct and vitalc 5 ;

N
zﬁg very existence of culture depden depends on the political developments =

to,be more precise,it depends on the outcome of the present war. But

\Cld e f£+ Diaw £ eln
wmlieve that me military’ victory over barbarism M
i

will have
exactly as much or as little value as have the cultural and moral
institutions that we defend in this struggle.

The double task of a magezine such as ours is to combine the fighting
spirit indispensable in this eruclal hour with the crestive detachment

end the open-minded humanism without no cultural 1life can exlst.
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Suceess-Criticism-Improvements.

Have we been successful? Have we accomplished what we were planning

for?
Not completely,of course. But,perhaps,to & certain degree...

e, There are unmistskable

signs proving us that the public as well as the contributors understand
what we are trying to do,snd they think it worth while. sbwbiel il
After only five months of operations we could increase of our circula=
tion from to . We receive many letters which shewsSes
indicate that those who read Decision are not dissatisfied with what
we have to offer. (A few samples of thls large correpondence are
quoted in another part of this Eggg({&f) T??-%%SE.,? enumerating
some of the contributions recehtly feature%ifh this magezine,may
convince you that the response from the literary circles is no less
encouraging.

Yet,there has bgfﬂdcriticiay as well, Tiomfe Ve have gqEebed occasio=

fAn 6Anv _§ A tran Tam

nally‘aﬁzfaﬁzﬁha or another of the more aggressive utterances. The
fact that we don't include eny hostile statements in this report,
does not mean that we are ashamed My of disapproving or even abusive
words thet have reasched us; nor does it indicate that we refuse to
take such criticism seriously and to consider it as it sometimes de=
serves, Even the most heated attacks contain often at least a germ of
truth or stimulating edvise. Our reason for not repeating here any
offensive words 1s,rather,that we hope mﬂm
to overcome the shortcomings or mistakes to which they refer. Haks
Huant-ﬁe—aﬁllﬁe most persuasive,most préductive answer we can give
our critics is = to improve according to their wishes (provided,of

course,that theyhave succeeded in convinecing us - which 1s not

always the CASCasss)




The New Set-Up.

(New cover....Th. M., Louis Adamic etc. gs Advisory Editors....)

selection—efsrecent.contributions:
',:Jt"jg'f_,‘:ff: " i

gelection of Coming Contributions:
(Emphesis of Reconstruction serialeess)

Quotations of letters end reviews:

Postscriptum from the Business Departments

1.) Sponsors of "Decision" (from Ten to % dollars.)
2.) Yoarssss

3) Short term. .

4} LibrarleS..ss




