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111 there be a great book about this Wer? The guestion may see
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Yet, if literature is the mirror and-mouthplece of any civilize
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ervest this war has been rather meagre.compared with output

of the last world conflict.. g 3 even in comparison with Spenish

gher Civil War... j‘/h@—_‘

Last war -- first enthusiassm (Rupert Brooks, Peguy, etE) : patriotic
oLl *f ;J““S‘ -y plpaddegerfa - -
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nspiration... Then, pacifism sn

debunking

Richard Aldington, John Dos Passes, Heminsway, Remarque, etC...

: . ; 3 : s
Have bheen doing quite a bit of thinking sbout it, in my time off...

Discussed it with manv others soldiers who have literarvy interests

and abilities...
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one particulsr moment... Yet even his bo lorified jc nalil
does not belong strictly 1into the sphere of creativ riting...
iven the yatest apmerican novelists approach this Wer as--
1ewspaper correspondents =-- eminaway and Steinbeck, or ins nce
to neme only the two most 1 linstrions oneées, True, 8 inbeck's rept
rere full of insights.... emi avs atailed account £ 1 g
"Tarorae O intorw arroas tl Channel AT 1Te 194 rer 1
2 1 L 1% L = B L LIS L g 31 1 y e Y L S LITLN
14 lra = ar - 16T hor a !-:(-.‘IT"— - I+ Yo 1: o -1 P -i ~ ~.,_4_-_ > o
T1 a characteristic that the most opuler Americasn "war" bos
and "war" shows have nothill to dr Lth e War watbaoever --
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pebunking heroism, romanticism of the battle fleld... Revealing

LA+

realistically the brutal ugliness and monotony of modern warfere...
This job has been done == admirably,. in many cases. There are
An 0
no 1llusions le?t..?y%ﬁqrvhody knows that war is a bore and & horror
l o f
Yet there was another wave GP}TﬂP enthusdasm during the Spanish
civil Wer... Inspired ¥alraux, W.H. Auden, Hemingway, and many others...
The spirit of a crunsade... the enti-Fascist struzgle... The heroism
of the Spanish people and of the Internastional Brigades... agalnst
overwhelming odds... The Spanish Civil War -- a true revolutionary
theme...
And this time?
The fervent patriotism of Péguy and Brooks does not seem to ex=
press the feelings of our generation... Maybe it this not true of
the cou Buropean countries that were occupled by the Nazis. In ;?trIT},
-
Norway end Polend, France and Belpium, Greece and Yuogoslavia, there
are perhaps poets whose volces ring with the seme pathos... in fact,
we have see already seen ssmples of this art in which netionalism and

(Bt YASS At ot LA Jufle/ im ndas
love of freedom mergej... But this kind of inspiration 1is missing

in British and certainly in Americen literature...

On the other hand, there 1is hardly any need or any inclination
to “Aebunk® reveal the horroes which are only too femiliar even
to those back home who heve not experienced them directly... Nor

=

can any progressive author consider it his functlon to " debunk"

the hollowness of patriotic phrases... FPatriotic slogans play a
secondary role, anyhow}A. There are no illusions to refute, for
there are no 111usion§. . « o-There -is né crusading spirit...
Nobody within the zpé" or outside expects parsdise to result from

i

the present war...ﬁI/}ﬁﬁgﬂg_no militery secrot wmen. by saying that
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