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CIVIL LIFE IN WARTIME GERMANY: THE STORY OF THE HOME FRONT—
By Mar Seydewils. The Viking Press, New York; 350

Max Beydewitz is one of those Germans who think that Hitler is bad but
that the German people are fine. A Soclal Democratlc member of the defunct
Relchstag, he left hizs homeland when the Nogzls came to power and went to live
first in Czechoslovakin, then in Norway, finally in Sweden. All these places
huve been exeellent lstening pasts for news from inside the Relch, and Seyde-

wiiz evidently lent an attentive ear whesever ho weak. - His book 18 o symnaihetie,

well-organlzed compilation of the many facts and data gathered durlng these
years of exile. It Is trus that much of the material is not guite new, and that

Beydewitz's manner of presenting it is
al Umes pedantlc and repetitious. Yet
his thorough survey of conditlons and
events in wartime Germany confains a
gond deal of sound infermation and in-
structive detalls,

According to Herr Seydewits, the Nazl
dictatorshlp owes Its existence mainly,
it not exciusively, to the intripues of
o reactionnry cligue of Junkers &nd
Industrinlists s by men lke Fritz
Thyssen and Franz von Papen. Only
20 percent of the German people were
confirmed Nazis when Hitler became
Chancellor, the author says; 30 per-
cent were convinced opponents, and
the remaining 50 percent were “the
wavering masses.” Nazi rule could eas-
ily have been overthrown in its early
days, he adds, but nobody gave the or-
der to strike the blow, go fighting spirit
dissolved and Hitler clinched his hold.
Herr Seydewitz does not really explain
why all the German politleal parties
and other organized groups yielded to
the Nazi gangsters without even a token
resistance, nor he tell us why
those millions of determined anti-
Nazis allegedly available in Germany
had to walt for orders and proved un-
able to take the initintive.

Herr Seydewits charts popular Ger-
man reaction during the past five years
aboul as follows: At the outbreak of
the war, no enthusiasm, considershle
Eloom; general rellef when Poland is
quickly congquered; enthusiazm over the
bltzkrieg success In France, many
doubters won over; discontent cver de-
Iy in making peace, allayed by Bal-
kan triumphs; consternation and fear
of prolonged war when Invaslon of
Rusgdn beging, then exultation over In-
Itial victorles; mew wave of depression

i promised collapse of the Red Army
fnlls

to materialize; transient relief

Axis victorles in North Afrl then
blow to morale in the Sta-
ster; further blows in Al-

frican lendings, Rommel's
. Invasion of Siefly, fall of Muos-
#olint, the alr war on Germany and
subzequent developments; wide discon-
tent, production setbaeks, low morale
AL home and in the Army, with 70 to
80 percent of the people opposed to
the Nagzis, by September, 1044

The author's prineipal coneern is
Wwith the economle aspects of the Ger-
man situation He deals elaborately,
and often competently, with such sub-
jecls ns the distribotion of manpower,
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the production of armaments as op-
posed to vivilian goods, prices and
profits, housing and transportation. In
each of these flelds he shows that, in
spite of the supposed soclalistic pro-
gram of Mational Socialism, it was the
little man [n Germany—the workers,
the middle class and small business-
men—who had to pay for Hitler's total
war, while German big businezs, as
represented by the cartels and feudal
nobility, kept making enormous profits.

The Nam regime, Herr Seydewits In-
sisls, i essentially hostile to the In-
terests of labor. 1t is & system of social
retrogression and exploltation, and has

ren “heil” o trucklood of coptured MNoxi soldiers.

Germany's Home Front In The War

always been hated ns such by the Ger-
man proletariat. But even though the
Tirst part of this thesls is correct bevand
any question, we cannot help wondering
why CGerman warkers, for all thelr
hatred of the Naxl siavedrivers, did
such & remarkable job In building up
and muintaining Hitler's complex and
fornlde i wnr mackine,

Herr Sewdewlls uses the word “vrisis”
ngnin and agaln In referring to labor
and production problems, lmpiying that
something was about to break down.
Yet Allled Supreme Headquarters of-
fielnls n8 recently as glx or elght months
ago sald that German alreroft produe-
tlon, for instance, wus incrensing,

Two interesting chapters nre devoted
to the opposition of the German gen-
erils and to the offieers” revalt of July
20, 1544, “From the beginning of s
totalitarkin rule” Seydewitz says. “the
opposition to the Party in high military
quarters hns been a frequent tople of
discussion. Rumors regarding differ-
ences balween Hitler and the generals
were rife following his defeats in the
winter af 19M1-42, and became conecrete
with every milltary crisls, and partiou-

“If's my girl—I guess she
misses me."

I wis chilly™

Four serviee carioons from “Laugh Tt OFf," & new colleetion of Saturday
Evening Post eartoons. Whitilesey House, New York; 2.00.

“Now, now, dear—in just a few
tinuies we'll see daddy.”

-

“Bad eyes”

Inrly after the fall of Mussollnl. The
fact that the Itallan coup d'etat by
which the dictator was gverthrown in
legad form unguestionably made the
Nuzl leaders nervous, and since then
they have suffered from s Badoglo
complex."

“So Jong as Hitler seored successes,™
we read, “the differences with his gen=
erales were not serious.  Oppositlon in
military circlez only bestirred itself
when he experlenced his first setbacks.™
Arnd mpain: “The generals are not
agalnst the Nagla beécaose the
launched a war to conguer Europe, by
because the attempts falled through
Hitler's amateurlsh military perform-
e

Yei Herr Seydewilz maintains that
“There Is no doubt that the rebeliious
officers (who instigated the unsuccess-
ful consplracy of July 20) scted from
petriotic motives, They realized that
Hitler was prepared to Germany
Into the abyss with himsel! and his
meglme. They also recalled Hitler's
statement that he would not shed a
tear for the German people Ll they
would not measure up to test of
this war of conquest. Precisely becouse
they valued thelr duty toward Germany
more highly than thelr oath to Hitler,
they had done what no oifleer in for-
mer Imperial Germ: would have ever
done: ‘they had raised their arms
against the Bupreme Warlord in order
to establish & government with whom
the enemy would be willing to deal
Thelr alm was to end & war that had
become hopeless, before Gormany was
toinlly destroyed: and though
were not snecessful for the Ume being,
thelr action wis a grievous blow ngainst
tre Hitler regime,”

The failure of the generals’ plot, Herr
Beydewitz informs us, “was proof that
no single opposition group was strong
encugh to overthrow the Naw reglme
by lsolated action unless military de-
fent wos in sure sight. This was true
for the generals’ opposition as much as
for that of labor and the churches
Even when the end §
volt of the home front can succeed im
stopping Hiller's work of desiruction
only if all opposing groups and classes
pool their forces in common acfion.™

But now, with Germany’s military
defeat inevitable and Imminent-—can
we hope for any such “common netion™
of the German anti-Nnzi opposition?
Herr Seydewitz docs not seem to be in
& position to moke any definlte prom-
Ises or predictions.  ¥et he keeps
speaking about the German “Under=
groond” and the German “Resistance
Movement” as if they were officially
recofnized, powerful institutions, and
not nebulous notions based primarily
on rumors and wishful thinking

In his concluding <hapter, “After
Hitler, What?" Herr SBeydewils submits
cerfain demands in the nome of the
so-called “anti-Nazi elements™ These
eclements, we are told In rather horsh
and apodictic terms, don't belleve that
it would be n good idea for thr Allles
to subject defeated Germany to any
kind of militnry occopation. The Ger-
man “Underground”—according o its
gelf-styled spokesman, Max Bevdewits
—wishes to run postwar Germany with-
out any forelgn interference and super-
vision, Immediately after Hitler's fall,
“the way would seem gpen for the Ger=
man people to joln the Tamily of demo-
cratic nations as o partner with equal
rights and privileges. II it can do se,
i1 it Iz secorded equel riphts with other
rafions to declde on its Internal strue=
ture, the nature and the spirit of
new Germany can be predicted with
certainty.”

This I8 how Herr Sevdewitz justifles
his demand: “The Mosccw Conference
of 1443 provided for the establishment
of an international organization at the
earllest ible moment for the com-
mon  safeguarding of peace.  Peace-
loving statez were called upon to join,
with the assurance that the sovereignty,
Independence, and right of self-deter-
mination of thelr peoples would be
punranteed. A majority of the German
people. nt this closing stage of the war,
Is openly participating in the fight
agalnst the Nazls, and these assurances
apply to them.*

American soldiers, only too famillar
with the fanntieal stubborness of Ger-
man registance even “at this closing
stige of the war,” will be surprized to
hear that the Germins are not really
our enemies but rather our Allles In the
fight against Nazism,

A8 for Herr Seydewliiz's own antl-
Nazi feclings, they are undoublediy
sineere-and lapdable. But, for all his
Iiberalism, he remaina essentially a
German natlonallst. If his book has
o certain value 68 a source of factoal
information, it s even more revealing
ng o document of German complacency
and political blindness.

—Cpl. KLAUS MAMN
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