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By Cpl. KLAUS MANN
Staff Writer

EALITY has always been more fan=

tastie than fletlon. No Shakeapeare,
no Halzac could possibly invenk as
breathtakingly dramatic a situntion ns
that now developing in the Bavarian
and Austrinn Alps, in and around HiE-
Ier's mountain  retreat, the Berghof,
near Berchiesgaden.

The Fuehrer has declared, dozens of
times that he will never surrender. But
he must know that Germany 18 beaten,
that his Third Reich is lost, whether
he surrenders or not. "I do not think
that there will be n negotinted uncon-
ditional surrender but an imposed one,”
General Dwight D, Elsenhower put it
only last week. “We shall have to take
over the country by marching in from
weat pnd east, and then surrender will
have taken place.” When that hap-
pens, when the Allied Armies, already
in the heart of CGermany, sim take
over the country, what will happen to
thase who still keep shouting that they
will nover surrender?

HE NAZI chieftalns are nothlog if

not realists. They know thoey are
doomed. They realize that they will
not be permitted, after their final de-
Teat, to live out thelr lves In dignity
antd comfort, as did Napoleon in St
Helena or Wilhelm II at Doorn. For
them there must be- fierce, fanatical
determination to postpone the day of
Judgment ns long a8 possible—no mat-
ter what the consequences for their
Fatherland.

There Is not much time left to them.
The area in which they still enjoy rela-
tive safety (If we disregard the ublqui-
tous danger of alr rafds) becomes
smaller and smaller, Wherever they
may feel secure today, the Anglo-Amer-
fean or Russian armies are lkely to
eatch np with them tomorvow. Did it
not seem a rensonnble idea to shift cer-
tuin governmental off from en-
dangered Berlin to Nuremberg? But
Nuremberg today I8 almost as much In
danger ns was Berlin two weeks ago.
For how many weeks or days will they
be safe at Berchitesgaden?
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What's the lowdown en this ‘hera-kiri’ business?"

Last Days Of Hitler And Co.

For The Nazi Leaders, There Is
Only Death In Action Or Suicide

F PERSISTENT reporta can be ered-

jted nt all, from all corners of the
collapsing Third Relch desperate party
offlcinis are today rushing to the tem-
porary  shelter of Hifler's supposcdiy
unbreakable mountaln fortress. Joachim
von Ribbentrop has o cnstie near Bale-
burg, not far away, where the pani
Nazi elite ean find temporary re
According to recent reports, Helnrich
Himmler's néw personal headoquarters,
too, iz ot Saltburg, while his Gestapo
alfice has moved to Innsbruck. A short
time before, one of those always well=
Informed Bwedish trovelers reported
that Himmleér had pleked the anclent
German city of Welmar as his residence,
but that the Allies had found out his
wherenbouts and promptly bombarded
the complex of villaz and office bulld-
ings occupled by the chief of the Ges-
tapo. Herr Himmler, it is sald, has
since jolned Frau Himmlier in the Ans-
trian Alps. Another visifor to the Salz-
burg area is Frau Hermann Goering.

As for Goering himself, he s sald to
spend most of his time at Earinhail—
n rmmptuuua estate near Berlin, named
after the Reich Marshal's first wife.
Once the most powerful mon in the
Reich, next to Hitler, Goering has of
late more or less dropped out of Ahe
plcture. People who have recently re-
turned from Germany describe him as
a verltable wreck, mentally as well as
physically—worrying all day long over
the possibility that he may be deprived
of the collection of jewels, paintings
‘and other treasures he stole from n
looted contlnent. They say his mind is
slightly deranged. It zeems Hkely that
Goering muy have relapsed into his old
habit of taking narcotics.

The Reich Marshal, who colleoted ea-
tates as he did medals and works of
nrt, has just lost one of his finest pos-
sesslons — Rominten Forest in Bast
Prussia, a large, lavish affair of 355
square miles, recently caplured by tho

Russinns,
castlea and country hous
ever—including one at E
It could be that Hermann, decorations,
brocade robes, antique swords and oll,
Iz already on his way to this last refuge
of the supermen.

He still has severnl other
i, -

LFRED Rosenberg, suthor of the

Mozl poamel, The Myth of the
Twentieth Ceniury, and officlal parly
thearetician, and Dr. Goebbels, supreme
boss of the Barlin district and Minister
for Propaganda and Enlightenment, are
still apparently holding out in th. Relch
capital—the former contributing regu-
larly his ponderous aditorinls to Hitler's
own newspaper, Der Voelkirche Beo-
bachter; the latter, making specches,
broadeasting, velling and raving. He Is
telling whoppers today such a5 no man
has told before. His swan song will
doubtlezs be an unegualsd masterpiecs
of distortion and trickery.

But how much Jonger will those two
be able to earry on thelr activitles In
Berlin? The Russians are coming and
the Americans are not far away, With=-
out doubt there are already two couy
Berghof apartments prepared for Her-
ren Coebbels and Rosenberg,

HERE will be¢ more of them trekking
to the mountain retreat. Mussoling
may come scon from northern Italy
where the days of his shadow regime
are numbered. The wrelched Piorre
Laval may show up with his senlie boss,
Murshal Henel Petaln, All the quislings
will probably arrive in due time—Quis-
ling himuelf of Norway, Degrelle of Bel-
glum, Mussert of The Netherlands, and
all the gentlemen from the Balkans.
This nightmarish gathering of fallures
and treitors promize guite a party.
What conversations are golng on In
thiz desperate group? What are they
thinking about? What fears and sus-

concenl from  each
other? What plans they making?

MNeutral reporis & k of powerful,
especlally bully planes Xept e
ANy emergoen it the Bercht
socret alrport 2 19 ne
them to go. T

piclons do  they

There were
ler agents
the double pu f o
age plant for Gorman cap

ing the terrain for t
val of their bosses. Bub that South
Ameriean nation has at long last de=

clared war st Germany  and
Juapan,
HERE only remalna Jag Accord-

ing to o recent report fri
yo expects Hitler, Hinu
Mussolind to arfive there at almost any
moment,”  But the bwo-fold guestion
remains, first, whether the Nazi lead-
ers would like to go to Japan wnd, sec-
ond, whether they would be welcoms
to the Japanese, Both questions nusk
be answered in the negatlve, The Ger-
mans and the Japanese have never
trusted ench other, To Hitler, cham=
pion of racial doctrines, it would be an
almost unbearable humiliation to be
at the merey of his Asiatie ally,

Some may try to change thelr den-
tities and thelr appearaneces and go
underground, cither within the Reich
or abrond, But even the most skillful
plastic surgeon may not prove able to
make such notorious characters as Hit-
ler, Goebbels. Goering, and Mussolind
unrecognizable.

NLESS they choose to hide ke or-
dinary criminals, there s only

one thing these stranded ndventurers
can do—=to shool it out In Berchiss-
gaden and the surrounding area, and
to die there in action or commit sulcide.
There |5 only one question they can
read in each other's eyes: “"How many
days? How many weeks? When will
they catch up with -7 And when Hit-
ler hurls his old, despprale formula-—
*T will nol surren r—the only ans=
swer must be a h #ého from thoe
Alps . .. "This is the end . . . the end.”
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