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The impressive night disploy on Unter Den Linden in Berlin (right) on
Hitler's 50th birthdoy is in striking contrast to todoy's picture,

Drama Of The Reich Capital

By Sgl. KLAUS MANN
Speciel to The Stars and Stripes

TL[E: FALL OF Berlin may not fm-

medintely or automatically bring
about the end of organlzed Germaon
resiztance, but 1E will be the declsive
blow to Hitler's political prestige and
military power.. Most Germans  will
reallze and admit that they have lost
the war, once the enemy has opcu-
pied the capital A free German @ov-
ernment established in Berlin by Field
Murshnal Pauloes, or some other promil=
nent anti-Naxd, s likely to be recog-
nized by the majority of the nation.

It b= true that the Soviet Unlon wounld
not hnye been defeated 1f the Noels
bind suereeded jntakine Moseow—{ust
s the United Stategs micht be able
o survive nolitieally and militarile tha
logs nf Waghinetan Bat both the Rus-
glang and the U, 8 —in eontrast to
Germmny—hpve the dimensions of oon-
trants: thee sommeand vast ressrves of
goace on which thew ean fall back i
neressnry Najther eountry deponde an
any oartieniar nerve conter for the
maintsnance and fnetionine of Ita
natinnnl enereies  Germany, howoever,
thoueh iers centralized than France
ard Eneland. depends upon such o
nerve eepbers Cormany nesds Berlin,
1 imoortanee of Berlin has been
Inereasine  atendllvy  pwnr sinee  1RTL,
when the old pesidenes af the Pris-
sinn Eines was satablizshed ng the conl=
tnl of the npwlv-founded Painh voder
the ansniees of the "Iron Chancellor.”
Blsnarek

Ix- THE BEGINNING, the palitieal and
enltural hegemony of Berlin over
the rest of Germany was by no means
ahealnte or undisonted. If the Emneror
restded ond ruled in the eapital, there
remained the minor German monarchs
- nes, princes.  grand  dukes—wha
1e ilv defended every bit of their
indenendence, In certain narte of the
Ralrh, eclally in Bavaria, the anv-
frelenly of Prussia and Prussian Bor=
lin was grudgingly, I at all. aceepted.
With the dlsnpoearanes of the 1oeal
P o5 in 1018, Berlin's peeition be-
ehme  were oredominant, Tinder the
Welmar Repulille, the Relch enpital for
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Former Citizen Of Germany Writes
About A City Everyone Is Watching

the first time wns actually the center
of Gormany's politieal, social, culbural
and economile life,

That I8 not o say that the tradi-
tonal anlmozities: and  antagonizms
among the varlous German reglons and
races disappeared together with the
monarchiez. Berlin and the Berliners
pomained unpopular with inhabitants
of most other mnjor German cities,
Partioularly In Munlch—at that time
the cltadel of reaction and obscurant=-
Ism In Germany—the caplital was de-
spised 2s an international Babel ruled
by a rotlen gang of bankers and Bol=
ghevists If Berlin previously had been
disliked by many lberals as the syr
kol and center of Prussian power pol-
fey. it was now hated by reactionnaries
as the representative of the new demo-
eratic State.

ITLER, the Austrinn, began his

career in southern Germany, Even
before Berlin. was aware of hin ex-
istenee, he wos o local celebrity in the
Bavarian capltal.

As soon as he came Lo power, how-
ever. it beeame obvious that his filre=
tation with Bavarion reglonal patriot-
ism had been only one of his many
demaropio tricks. His mnst influentinl
backers were not the Bavarian renc=
tionaries bt the Prissinn Junkers nnd
industrinlists His ideolony had 1ts roots,
If anv. In Prussinn militarism  and
Pan-Garman imoerializm. rather than
in sputhsrn CGerman provineialtsm, Mu-
nich had fnst been o stage on the road
to power. Berlin was the goal

It wna a cheap gesturs, almost re-
somibling mookery, for Hitler to “hon=
or'” Munich with the ttle of “eandinl
of the movement™ In reality, there
bagd been, sines the satahlishment of
the Mozl dietatorship In 1935, only one
Carmnn ennlial —Berlin, The Indlvidual
German states. were to loge whatever
Indepeadenes they hind maintained: in
frrt. they peadad Uh pYiRE Barlin wng
omnlpotent. From Berlin, e aulhork-

tarlnn government controlled all ac-
tivities, publlc ns well as private, within
the realm of Grepter Goermany., From
Borlin, the masters of Greater Ger=
many intended to control Europe and,
lnallyy the world,

ERLIN WAS NOT a beantliul city.

As far ns pleburesgue surroundings
and architectural monuments are con-
cerned, the capltal of the Releh eould
not compete with Paris, Rome, Vienng,
Prague nor, Indeed, with some of the
more anelent German cities such as
Munich, Dresden, Hamburg or Frank-
furt-on-the-Main.

Of course, Berlin too had some
lowely distriels and some fine old build-
Inge, like the famows Zeughaus (Ar-
senall and the stately cathedral. Also,
there were Impressive squares and ave=
nues: the broad representative galn
streat. Unter Den Linden (even though
It Tell short of the glorious Chamops
El s in Parks); the sumptoous Pa-
r Platz (Paris Bguare) on which the
Fronch Embassy, the swanky Adlon
Holel and the massive Arch of Bran-
denburg were situsted (althouxh It
eould nob be eompared to the match-
less Place de la Coneorde In Parls or
to the masnificent Piazea del Popola In
Romet: the busy Leipzigersbrasse and
Friedrich Strasse (whose business ap-
peared a trifle provineinl in eompari-
anm Lo Wall Street or the London elby):
the plnmorous Kuwrfursten-Damm and
Tauentzfenstrosse, main artecies of the
elty’s now conter to the west (whose
plnmor seemed rather on the phony
#de to anyone who knew New York's
Poark Avenue or the grand boulevards
of Paris),

Put most of the citv's residential and
business punriers—both proletarian and
middle elass—were drenrily devold of
chrrm and character, The stvle tynleal
of Berlin architectnre was thot of the
an=enlled runder Jahre—the "yoars of
fromdntion” —the twn or three decadns
tollowing the OGerman victory over

France In 1871 which woa one of the
most prosperous but also one of the
most vulgar periods In Genmnan history,
Indeed, the physiognomy of Berlin. In
all Itz grandeur snd stateliness, had
Irrltatingly vulgar features.

N THE OTHER hand, it would be

unfalr to ignore the clty's more
attribute qualitles, Its surroundings,
however plain, were not without a ecer-
toln austere, unassuming charm. Life
in Berlln, at the time I knew it, was
pileasant enough, There was something
erisp and vigorous about the inteliectual
and physical atmosphere of the place.
Berliners prided themselves on thelr
flippant wit, their skeptlclsm, their ef-
ficienoy, their specd or what they useds
to eall "tempo”

Berlin was an inordinately ambitious
elty—nlwayvs vibrating, qulvering with
somewhat hectie pretensions and asplr-
atlons. An upstart among the great
capitals of the world, she tried fran-
tienlly to outdo all the others. Every-
thing In Berlin had to be Holosral—
parades and pleasure, business and cul-
ture—everything had to be "blgger and
better” than anywhere elss.

WDER EMPEROR Wilhelm I, Ber-
lin managed to be more imperiak
and more imperialistic than any other
metropolis. Durlng World War I, she
was the most martial, most hysterically
chauvinlztic eaplial. After the collapss
of 19138, she abandoned hersell to apo-
calyptic moods. Always given to ex-
ceszes  and  exagperation, she now
reveled, as it were, In depravity and
utter wretchedness—parading her pro-
stitutes, beggars, erlminals and sexual
degenerntes as she hnd previously
paraded her goose-stenping grenadiers,
Biager and belier! The Berlit of the
infation period demonstrited that It
eonld produee bigger and better vices,
bleger and better misery, bigger nnd
better despair than any rival Inferno,
With the stabllizaton of the German
eurrency, the eapital pradoally cesadned
Ita povchologieal equilibrivm.  Durlng
the followlng years, Berlin assumed o
mnke mellow, more maturely cosmopol-
ltnm mepect, Thes period Trom 12294 to
1981 —from the end of infation unuil
the time shortly before Hitler's coming
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