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a/ Wiedosseber,
KESSELRING !/

Allied Soldiers In Italy Are Well
Acquainted With ‘Smiling Albert’

By Cpl KLAUS MANN

Staff Writer
ALy

PLBLD MARSHAL Albert Kesstlring
—{rom September, 1943, until March,
1M5, Commander in Chisf of German
forces in Italy and now appointed to
succecd Fleld Marshal Gerd von Rund-
stedt as CGerman Commander in Chief
on the western front—has an Impres-
sive military record. He i not an lm-
preasive looking man, Sixty years of
age, he s rather on the heavy side,
with small plgs” eyes and a stub nose
In a flabby, clever and complacent
face. His nickname, "Smiling Albert,“—
protmbly referring to a rather unpleas-
ant leer which fs charactérlstle of his

redslon—seems to be of British
origin and is hardly ever used by the
Germans, Kesselring s too much re-
spected and not liked emough by thosas
serving under him to become the ob-
Ject of any Intimate jokes,

Altied  soldiers in Italy, too, have
learned to reapect the Fleld Marzhal's
ability, especially that of holding on
under difficult conditlons, The [first
time that Amerlcan troops made the
ncquaintance of this experienced Ger-
man strategist was during the Afrlean
campalgn, For It was In the fall of
1M2 that Keaselring, who had previ-
ously been an Alr Foree al, took
over the eommand of the Mediterran-
can nrea for Germany.

OLLOWING the fall of Tunisin In

May, 1843, Hesselring was appolnted
Commander In Chisl “Bouthwest,” but
his command was reduced some months
later by the creation of Rommel's Army
Group "B7 In Northern Italy. Rumor
had it that the two PField Marshals
didn't get along with each other and
that Eesselring envied Rommel his fn-
ordinate publicity and undeninble pop-
ularity with the troops. But with the
departure of Rommel to the Balkans
and subsequently to Franee, “"Smiling
Albert” resumed command of the en-
tire thenter.

It was not a wery enviable job, to
be sure; but then, no German general
has an eaviable job right now. In any

Field Marshal Albert Kesselring lleft), new bdss of
the western front for Germany, is shown with tha late
Field Marshal Erwin Rommel in Tunisia.
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case, Kesselring tries with extraordi-
niry skill and determination Lo make
the best of a precarious position. As
far ms his mllr tactics are con-
cerned, he seems depend strongly
on his staff, Iy on Gonernle
oberst von Vietinghoff, 10th Army Com~
mander, who has often deputized in
the Fleld Marshal's absence and 8 con-
sidered the "power behind the throne,™
making the real declslons. Be this as
it may, Kesselring's competence as 'n
defensive genernl Is undeniable. He
may have had the chance to launch
n epunteraffensive in Italy, as did Von
Rundstedt In the West at great cost
and without success, but Kesselring
never committed himself to more than
lpeal counterattacks. It may have besn
due partly to his comparative lick of
men and materiel and to the limited
priority of his theater, but at the same
timae it testifled to his common senss
and Intelligent cautlon. Realizing that
he hadn't much of an opportunity, at
this point, to accomplish any brilliant
explaits, he contented himself with
ha dtnE on here as long as possibls
alded by one of the most rugged ter-
raina in Burope.

The Fleld Marshal's official procla-
matlions and Orders of the Day sounded
Indeed as If he had made up hizs mind
to earry on forever.

On December 28, last year, Kessel-
ring told his I.rnc%:; "I shall be with
you In the hard batiles of 1M51"—a
promise which was probably supposed
to reassure the war-wenry German
Landszr and to strengthen dwindling
morale. And agaln, In a more recent
message that fell Into Allied honds:
"We do not defend Italy in these bat-
ties, but Germany itself. Not one inch
of ground muost be surrendered Lo our
enemies without fanatical resistance,
Olficers and men allke must be per-
meated with this thought. T know that
the troops, partleularly the comman-
ders, are convineed of the necessity of
this campafgn™

HERE 18 no reason to doubl that
the Fuehrer fully appreciates what
Kesselring ta doing for theslosing Nazl
cause. The man
who has been
leading the Ger-
;nnn tﬁrﬁn in
taly for past
18 maonths, ap-
pears to be one of
the most >
pendent, most
powerful and
most respected
figures In the
military hler-
archy of the
Third Reich.
Kesselring  1s
ane of those Ger-
man  penerals
who came to
prominence un-
der the Naxl re-
gime. It was in
1536, three yenrs
after the estab-
lishment of the
Hitler dictator-
1 . ::un. that Kessel-
ng wis appoint-
ed Chief of the
Alr Staff. Ar one
of the leaders of
the then formid-
able Luftwaffe,
he played an im-
portant role dur-
ing the Initial
phase of tha
presenit  war, in
those already
half - legendary
days of the Nazl
blitz — the most
glorlous  period,
no doubt, In Kes-
selring's military
career. In  July,
1840, be was pro-

hioted to Field
Murshal In recog-
nitlon of his con-
fribution to the
viclorious eam-
Palgn nagalnst
France. Soon af-
terwards the set-
bacics and disap-
polntments be=
Ean. Kessslring
was transferred
Lo the eastern
front with his air
fieet In support
ok the central ar=
mica in Ruasgia,
But the blite lost
12 momentum (n
the vastness of
the Russian step-
pes; Moscow held
out and Kessel-
Hog had lost his
Egrentest, moat de-
clsive battle,

Yet his prestige
and Influsnce are
sl conslderable,
In spite of the emergency In the East
and West, the strength of troops at
Hesselring's disposal hardly diminished

aelth leda than elght pereent of his
divislons belng shifted to other the-
aters. The Field Marshal, who has
been & holder of the Knight's Cross
since. September, 1839, and to whom
Inter—In July, 1042 —the Osk Leaves
and Swards were awarded, was more
recently honored with the highest Ger-
man decoration, the Diamonds. This
rare distinetion came to him at a Hme
when some speculation had been cansed
by the fact that Kesselring withheld
his declaration of alleginnee for a short
time after the attempt on Hitler's life
on July 20, 1944 There were eéven ru-
mors suggesting that the Fleld Mar-
shal may have been involved in the
generals’ plot last summer o over-
throw the Nazl regime and to bring
about peace; but thess storles may not

Jinve any sound foundation,

05T GERMAN prisoners seem o
agree—and the general's record

° rather confirma thelr statements—that

Kesselring Is sincerely devoled to his
Bupreme Commander, In fact, some
captured German antl-Nazl soldlers in
Italy describe him as “one of the worst
fanaties.™ From similar sources come
reports about the callousness and bru-
tality occasionally displayed by the
Marshal: for instanee, when the ratlons
filled ta cateh up with a front-line undt,
Kesselring allegedly shrugged off com-
plaints with this remark, "Why don't
they go lorward and eat bullets?”

In general, however, it can be sald
that "S8miling Albert” is only mildly
unpepilar with his men, The opinion
seems to prevall that he ls a quiet
aod correct officer who has only a few
friends, works a lot, and who certainly
knows his job, Of pourse, there are the
usual anecdotes told by soldiers of any
army about a Commanding General
The German Landser—who don't have
much to laugh about these days-
aeem to be eonsiderably amused by
the fact that thelr chief has so many
tealfle accidents, at least three of which
zent him to the hospital last year,

There are various stories—Irequently
repeatad and generally believed —about
Kesmlring's fear of bombs, A curlous
twist in anccdotes about a man who
has devoted a great part of his lfe
to the preparation and execution of
the most devastating air ralds. On one
occaslon, when the Marshal was caught
by an mitack literally with his pants
down, the guarda saw him running off
In search of a deep hole ax he tried
to hold on to his BVDs. Another time,

FIELD MARSHAL ALBERT KESSELRING
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he simply dove undar a table as ha
heard bombsa falling nhearby.

The Marshal has rather an Incling-
tlon L keep awny from forwnrd po-
sitlons; his own headquarters are al-
ways located on a comparatively aale
spot and equipped with the most ¢labo=
rate shelters.

AS FOR Kesselring's private Ilife,
there iz but searce Information.
Goasip-mongers tried to bring in his
name In connection with that of a
certain aristocratic Florentine lndy, but
no real "scandal developed. Nobody
scems to know whether Frau Kessel-
ring—deseribed by peopls who know
her a5 a typleal Oerman housewife,
living in a Berlin suburb—has any nc-
tual reason fo complain about her hus=
band. The Field Marshal is discreet.

What does he hide behind the im-
penetrable mask of his seemingly cheer=
ful grin? He knows how to guard his
secrets—not only the ones of his emo-
tlonal lfe but also those of his mill=
tary intentlons. As an experienced sol-
dier, Kesseiring must know thot the
wns s frrevocably lost for his sde,
and that it s sulcidal madness, from
the German point of view, to continue
reslstance —no matier where It may bet
in the Bouth, West or East

How MUCH longer will Kesselring
help in prolonging Germany's des-
perats game? With what kind of plans
and forebodings 15 he leaving for his
new mission? What kind of advice may
he have given to his successor, here in
Italy? Has he instructed him to kKeep
the exhnusted German armles in ths
Apennines and the Valley unti]
they are deflinitely trapped and have
no way back to the Fatherland, except
through the heavily bombed, dangerous
Brenner Pass?

It would be of considerable Interest,
indeed, of vital importance to-any Al-
lied soldier here in Italy to know the
answer to any of thess guestions _ﬂl.it
the only one who could tell ua is Field
Marshal Albert Kesselring himssif. And
he doesn't talk: he just keepa smillng.

Adorned with diamonds and gold
spaulets, the Fleld Marshal takes off to
another theater where he is ta play
his lnst scene, the finale of his mil=
tary career. We are not sorry to loss
him; yet we are looking forward to
seeing him again, For we are sure that
at the time of our next meeting his
Field Marshal epauleis will be gone
and his grin will have frozen to & sad
grimace

Auf Wisderseken In Berlin, Bmiling
Albert!
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