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INCTIONARY O INTERNATIONAL BLURS —

Fubl]'.m_rl Cambridge, Mass,; §.25

By A. A Roback; Scl-Art

The suthor of this book is undoubtedly both a consmclentious seholar nnd g

gincere mbralist,

fnsults 1 meant sz o warning
his preface, “where o congetle

His purpose in compiling international slurs was nol Lo inerease
the anlmosities among nations :F:d FRCes;

At this stage in history.” A. A. Roback writes in
1 effort will surely be made to coordinate inot as

on the tulllrﬂry. his encyelopedia of

the Naziz have used the word), the notlons, It behooves we to makes a un,mm_l:

invostigation Into the prejudices

The suthor tries to analyse the wide-
spread tepdency of national and racial
groups to ridizule and critieize epch
other, “The nationol group iz still a
child, warying in different eouniries
from infancy to puberty,” Roback diag-
noses peasimistically,

“One reapon for the lag.” he nd.'\-'l.ws
“ls the very structure of natlonal edu-
cathon,s While selfishness in the indl-
vidual Is discouraged in the home, the
school, at games, and in  church,
national -agprandizement and Lpgres-
sveness pre fostered under the gulse
of patrictism often by the very educa-
tors shd mentors who frown upon
personal aggressiveness. A concrgte
Nustration of this contrast will be seen
in the clreumstance that libeling an
individual is fraunght with impleasant
consequences for the culprit, whereag
maligning a foreign group is, as & rule,
considered a patriotle servies, if not an
aet of herolam, the principle underiying
this perversion belng that your own
group will be rolsed in prestige ns
athers are downed.

The avernpge person would hardly
have thenght that thére were more
than o thousand slurs agalnst all no-
tionalities in the English language. As
for cthnophnulisms (sturs) produeed in
the United States, Roback polnts out
that “many, If not most of them, are
ol a jocose nature.

Are sxpressions like Limew, Chink,
Dago, Duichie meant in s derogatory
sense? There 18 nothing really insulting
in salling a Filipino a Fip for Flip/, or
in referring to Hungory s Hunkylond
{a term attributed by Roback to
“Amorican  slang™). Less ‘innocuons;
however, are terma ke Greekery—
which means, according to our source,
“] Greek customs or traditions, taken

collectively. 2, Cheating. as at cards’
the phrose i wsed
fore-

As for Greek gift,
to doscribe “a susplcious fnvor,
boding  treachery; something
with n sinister purposs in view
play the Greek means, “to drink to
exceRs”

Roback quotes s long list of eolio-
quinlizms referring to the Dute 1
af them uneamplimentary, To pl
Duich-kiss sexual in-

Irule
a  Dufchman —
Dufchman's drink—an emptied
Dulchman's headache — drunkenness;
Dufchy — dowdy, shabby."

One reason for the undrien
tha chard:terizations may bé  that
in England, and even ami 50 in the
United States, the Dutch and the Ger-
mans have been confused because of
the similarity of the sounds in dewisch
iGerman), and Duteh

It &5 true that the United States s
treated with compuarative mildness by
its Tellow nations Roback expluing the
scarcity of phrases among other peo-
ples relative to American traits “In
ithe first place,” he says, “the Unlied
Blates formed only a century and a
hail ago, ::s.-et,ndl;' he  peogruphical
remotencss from  oter  Independent
nations tends to shut out invidlous
camparisons. Third the Heterogenc-
ous constitution of (he A n peaphs
has prevented Europeans from saddling
it with specific tn lde from those
which are chora of a ploneer

ess of

and Iafl-growing community. Europe
has been looking upon the United
Siates ver¥ much ns o middle-aged

wdylt regards 4 bumptious adolescent.”
JThe department, “National Slurs In
Proverbs,” includes only three samples
of anti-American cracks—all of them
rather poor and. incldentally, of Gér-
man origin.: These are the three say-
ings: “A Jew will dispose of three
Christians, and a Yenkee will outwit
three Jews.” “Help me to betray the
Indians, and I'1 give you hall ™ (Bup-
to have been the attitude of the
plgneer  settiers in North  America),
“In Ameriea the hour hag forty min-
utes " (Everything is done in haste, as
il the hour were shorler
Most slloslons to America in Euro-
vocabularies seem Lo salirize the
American tendency to do things in o
hurry, and the Amerlean sense of bus-
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before matters conld be rghted
pariance is a vast repository of these prg}urllcma :I.n their most :1.1h.|nl state "

".

mon

iness. The term. Americaftitls—
by Roback as one of the
lsms in  English” — j= supposed  to
characterize o kind of "nervous fension
resulling from the ceaseless drive us-
soclated with the inhabitants and civil-
Ization of contemporary MNorth Amer-
ica.” To the Germans, the notion of
Amerikanismus suggestz “a malerial-
istle, utilitarian, or commercial point of
view." In the French language, the
epithet Americain  has assumed the
meaning of “shrewd, alert;” “to have
the Americpn eye" (avelr Voell Ameri-
caln) means, to take in a practical sit-
uatlon at a glance, The Dalian slang
expresslon, Americanato, refors to “an
American stunt"—that Is o say, &
play for publicity or o clever ndvertifs
log scheme. The Hungarinns, however,
have thelr own ideas about American
elficlency. In thejr in||1,uugel the verb
amerikazni ("to Americon') signif
“to loal on the job while pretending
to work hard.” As fdr the rather nasty
nickname, Uncle Shylock, It has been
used by all those notlons who resented
the American tendency not to forget
the débis of the First World War.

But If the Europeans are nob very
delleate in their alludons to the Amer-
fcans—what they have to say about
each other is certalnly worse. The Ger-
mang, almost needless to say, outdo sil
the others—especially In venomous
antl-Semitism. On the other hand, the
German t|'.ll!|:||1l't' have been n favorite
turget of foreign wit and eriticiom
throughout the eenturie Bome of
these anll-German proverbs are ln-

quoted
Ethnophaul-

“Rajahkl®

DOLLYERS

desd quite polgnant For instanceo:
“No matter whers you put him, the
German i3 all over the place like a
willow bree)” (Ruthenian). "The lel-
low must be a German: he yells s0."
{Pollsh). — “Wherever Germans are,
it Ia pnhealthy for Italls (Itallan).

=i German—ua beer;
—Th o;wnnl.nl.in three G
B war" (Polish).—"The Ger
be a pood fellow, but It's better to hang
him just the same.” (Russtan),
Maybe Its 4 good thing that only

one lhousand eoples have been printed
curious encyclopedis. Readers
are not guite free of the bacilius
wphobla might enrleh thelr own
vocabulary with some of the interro-
Honul slurs compiled by AT A. Roback,
But by doing so, they would act in
cantrast o the athor's intant 5 and
fgnore the message of his concliading
chapter which stands under. the motto,
“Above all Natlons, Homanity ™

—Cpl. KLAUS MANN

of this

RADIO

Sharps And Flots

Tommy Dorsey may buy a surplus
army plane in which to transport his
postwar archestra . . . The gxth annond
Negro Musical Festival was held In
Chicago last week. Its cllmax eame with
LO0D volces chantlng Faith Of Our
Fathera in tribute lo the lals Presi-
dent, whose favorlie hymn It was . . .
ghop Fields" band 1 stlll mired in N, ¥,
alerted three woeks ago by the Army
for overseas . . elyn Klein, better
known as “Evel and Her Mnagle Vie-
lin" of Phil Spitalny's All-Gir] Orches-
trm, will wed her boss as soon #s the
leader’s divoreed . . . Billy Rose's old
It Waz Only A Paper Moon, wlil
vived In @ new movi Booth
rtan’s Serendeen moy become ®
miuslesl on B'way . . . Betty Huotton
wil Lake o six-plece band overseas . . .
Disney's next will be Make Mine Music,
Excopl for one scene, it be all cor-
teon, with nds and volees in back.
Dinah Shore, Benny Goodman and
ballet star David Lichine are signed
up. Goodman will do Al The Cais Join
in and After You've Gone. The Hil
Porade for Augiost 4 ran  Jike this:
Dreéam, I Wish | Knew, If I Loved You,
There, I've Satd M Agein, Sentimental
Journcy, § Don't Care Who Knomws I,
The More I S¢e You, Bell Boliom Trou-
sers and Remember Wihen,

Screen Shorts

Max Baesr, hoplng to re-enter the
muovies, says the Army has changed
him. I am a different guy. No more
acting smart alecky” . . . Previewers
of Bhirley Temple's latest wonder how
iL got past the censors . . . Allee Faye's
real name 18 Allce Leperd. She's 33 and
Irish-German~French . . . All unpub-
lished tunes of George Gershwin have
*biren. Dought up for a Beity Grable-
Dick Haymes fillm, The Shocking Miss
Pilgrim . . . Darryl Zanuck, home from
Eurape, gald- thal some of Germany's
wartime eolor processes for movies ox-
ecelled snything H'wood han torned
ool . . . Not o single H'wood star joined
up with actress Anne Baxter, who

Bob "ljt sits ome out on the Champs

Elyses durimg his latost overseas towr.

Currantly, he s in the Rivicra srcas. The

girl on the right Is enidentifieds bet she's
one of his Froupe.

pledged herself to postwar vet hospital
shows . . . Hedy Lamore's E W, which
has been playlng In Ohicage for 10
yeqard, has just been banned there .. .
The 28th Targan picture has  been
started. Ench one costs aboub 600,000
dolinrs and brings in 2000000 or more

. Linda Darnell says she'll quit the
movies when she's 25 She'll be 22 in
October. Her high checkbones came
from her mother, who was part Chero-
kee Indian. -

Times Change

The New York Times Intends (o
bulld on addition to thelr new: T
plant and to do it they had to o

"SCREEN

ol
44th

s,

Tronn ity
Ilu

. Which
_-,-|~r La €

it didn't hurt
seen (and prints
bearing a load fof
tock & big tin of
« .

een ),
¢ Fay
cheess  Luey
al chopped

s on her head She 1
goodness, sing The Star
Spangled Banner at the thme,
That would lave been Loo ]

for the B'way columnlst who probably
thougt ng:

What CAN Be Done

Someone malled the book |
ol Oklghomea to in O
gold mine fell into 1
nald G, Palnter, vét
got o work
wis pot on ot
playhouse, < EM,
lian empl
unita

(] b
uf Cpl
Atz eoneh,
entre
buase
and
yees of ot lenst 15 differ
made op the cast. G de-
old
N, Y. magazines for pletures of the
Ehow's :cru:lmh for mo one !m{l spen 1hr

ent
signers and costumers soraped op

ry contribute d HYs best sult
to be used by one of the leads. There
wis only one female impersonation and
only two professional performers in
the whale show. Il wis supposed Lo
play two nights, played five and now
12 on the road If thére are goiog to
be 28000 Gls left In Italy, seems that
there should be enough talent therein
&0 that someone eould go to work right
now to get permission to use the book
and Iyrics of Okliahoma or other current
hits for GI easts In thi=s theater
~—Sgt. RAY REYHOLDS
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