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The Junker generals, saluting Maxi storm troops during a demonstration in Berlin, must olso be destroyed for a lasting peace.

Last War For The Junkers?

By Pri. KLAUS MANN
Staff Writer

Wea are determined fo break up for
all {ime the German General Staff.

HI8 SIMPLE statement which ap-
= peared in the communigue Issaued
by Marshal Stalin, President Roose-
velt and Prime Minister Churchill fol-
lowing the Crimea Conference s
pregnant with the most far-reaching
conagquences for the future of Germany
and of the world. For It means thmt
this time we are not likely to repeat
our past mistnke, sparing German mili-
tarism after Clorman defeal. This time
we have declded to exterminate, onos
and for all, its very brain and heart
Morsover, the specific reference to the
German Ceneral Staff ssems to (ndi-
cale that Stalin has reversed his at-
dé the captured German
Toscow
Btalingrad, the Russians en-
td the foundation of & Union of
Cerman Officers, which comprises 50
high-ranking milltary personalities and
operates in connection with the Fres
Cerman Committee—the latter von-
#lsting partly of exiled functionar
and intellectual leaders of the former
German Communist party, partly of
Cerman PWs
Clearly, the immediate and most im-
portant function of the Officers’ Union
Iz to Influence by means of broadcasts
and through other channels the morale
of the German troops and, more es-
peclally, of the German officers still
remuaining In action

rumaors, however, wide-
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Aristocrats Of German Militarism

Have No Place

joined only after 18 months of de-
liberation in captivity, does not belong
to the old Prussian noblility, although
he might be called a “Junker” on his
pergonal record and character, Bul von
Seydlite, the president of the Officers'
Union and vice ‘president of the Fr
Oerman  Commititer, la  certainly

..
i
blue-blooded ns they come, and so are

moat of his eolleagues—many of them
hailing from East Prussia, now almost
complelely conguered by the Russin
and Including such aristocratie nomes
as won Luetzow, von Huelsen, von
Buelow, and &ven one Co Heinrich
von Einsledel, who 18 a veritable great-
grandson of Bismarelk, !

In short, If the rumors about Stalin'a
Intentionz had proven correct and If
the CGerman gen 5 hiad been en-
trusted with the mation of a
vislonal povernmi It would I
meant the establishment of 5 Prus
slan Junker regime under the ausplees
of the Kremlin—a rother paradoxical
prospect, not without disquieting im-
plicatlons to anyone familiar with Ger-
man history and interested in the fu-
ture of Europe and in the malntenance
of peace.

HAT KIND of croature is o Junker
really? According o Welbst
Dictionary, & Junker s a poung Germ.
noble; esp., @ member, of any age, of Lhe
Prugsian  arigbocr often  implying
conserpativism, haughtiness, afc.
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HE ONLY fleld in which the Junk
distingulshed themsalves ls,
irae, Lhe art of waging war. War
ks thelr great hobby, thelr favorite spork

helr true professton: they love IR
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would like to stop the war wh

helped prepare and direct, They realize,
and hove been reallzing for quite some
time, that Germany has no winning
cha They try to disassoclate them-
selves from the side which they Know
to be the losing one. They are looking
desperately for an alibl. They try to
prove to their compatripts that they,
the Junkers, are not responsible for
the military defeat, and to convincs

us that they cannot be blamed for
the Nazl outrages.
Thers may be some Junkers, and
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“Don't come worrping e aboul this war when we're 50
busy on plans for the next”
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even a few Junker generals, who still
stick to Hitler out of short-sighted op-
portunism or sincere convietion; but
we may presume that most of them
are by now fed up with the Nazi pang
and wounld lke to get rid of Hitler,
It seems to be evident that men lke
von Seydlitz and his friends are dt
this point whole-heartedly anti-Nazi.
B0 were Fleld Marshal wvon Witzleben
and other Junker Army officers who

paid with their lives for thelr particl-
pation in the unsuccessful anti-Hitler
conspiracy of July 20th last year. But
even if the Junkers, or the majority of
them, have now become enemles of
the Nazi regime—does that automat-
ically make them our friends? I, -for
one, don't belleve It

I do not believe that the Junkers
would be able or willing to ehange over-
night their character and thelr phil-

osophy; I do not believe that they are
able or willing to renounce suddenly
their age-old traditlons and aspira-
tions: In short, I do not belleve that
the Junkérs ean be and should be
trusted

There moy be trustworthy, sensible
Individuals among them; bul I daresay
t as o class they are hopelesy, I am
inclined to believe that a United Press
correspondent was right when recently
reporting from Moscow that the cap-
tured German genernls have proven
"upregénerate . .. aware of Germany's
doom, but revealing no sense of guilt
or shame.™

0, A BENBE or shame definitely

does not belong to the character-
istics of the Junker type, If the Junkers
now oppose Nazlsm, it 13 not becauss
they have become conscious of the
Nazl guilt and feel ashamed of their
own connivance with the eriminals, but
simply because the Nazia have flopped.
The Junkers, who would have joyfully
profited by any Nazl trlumph, don't
wizsh to be compromised by the Naz
dizaster.

No matter how doclle and tractable
some Junkers may mow appear, the
spirit of "Junkerism" remuins essen-
tinlly hostile to our way of life and
even to the real interests of the Ger=
man people; Even if reasona of ex-
pediency may make it seem advisable
for us to deal temporarily with eertain
representatives of the Junker class, we
should never forget that “Junkerism"
lz pur Enemy Numbsr One, and that
it will have to be uiterly abolished
lest it provoke the eatastrophe of a
third World War.

Tell It To Your
Chaplain’'s Assistant

I By Ple. JAMES E. GRAHAM
Special to-The Stars ond Siripes

I AM THE assistant to a Catholle
chaplain in a stition hospital in
Italy. Writing as such, I neither know
of any other milltary job that ap-
proaches mine in similarity nor do I
belleve that one chaplain's assistant
can feel quallfied to speak for all hold-
ers of the job. The re 15 nre obvious
when it 18 realized that one chaplaln
will differ from ancther and that o
chaplain’s personallty and we
things are outstanding facto
termining the nature of an assistant’s
tasks. An additlonal factor to be econ-
ddered 1y the type unit to which o
chaplain and his assistant are as-
signed and lts location

Though some organizations are not
g0 well equipped, we are fortunate in
that we have a chapel and an offlce.
Muost of our office work is accomplished
in the morning. The gorréspondence of
a hospital chaplain iz comparatively
heavy. Many of the bed patients nsk
him to drop a line to their folks. Too,
there Is an oceasional leiter of con-
dolence that has to be written to the
family of a patient who has dled. Every
now and then, one of our nurses de-
cides to gt married and such an in-
tention sets still further correspondence
in motlon. Also, there are the Innum-
erable reports to be submitted that are
the lat of every chaplain.

Other roatine work consists In typlng
and then posting religlous notlees on
the bulletin boards In all of the wards,
Visitors come to the office, at inter-
mittent periods, to ask for rosarles and
various religlous articles. Papers and
magazines have to be distributed.

A requisition for altar wine has to
be zent to the Quartermuster. We have
been lucky, up to now, in that we have
had safficlent wine for all our Mpsses
In the early da at our present abode,
however, it was indeed a chore to find
sultable water. Candles. In thase days,
also searce becnise we were shar-
he with fellow victims of an un-

relinble lighting system.

O "TEN I AM asked what 1¢ the out-
standing reason why soldlers go

to ses the chaplain. T truthfully answer

that 1 don't know, for when any sol-

dier arrives on a private matter, I

promptly leave the office. Inm answer
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The Guys Who Joke
Most About Chaplain
Generally Know Best

Where To Find Him

to another popular gquestion—what
types of soldiers bring thelr problems
to the chaplain—I ean say that the
calters consist of all types and, what's
maore, the ones who Joke the most about
“going to see the chaplain™ are gen-
erally -the ones who are most aware
of our location In the hospital area.

The great obstacle I have to gver-
come, in my own particular job, is the
language problem. Any hospital is apt
to be n lingual League of Nations, A
patient 15 dying and be wants o priest
to hear his confession. The confesslon
will have to be sceomplizshed by means
of a translation card. This card has
been an invaluable aild in perlods of
emergency. Its my duty to keep ns
many translations on hand ns I8
deemed necessary. Once, though, when
our outfit was still going to sleep to
the roar of distant guns, I had to get
an additional translation for the chap-
lain that I had assumed would not be
needed. The patient was one of Der
Fuehrer's boys.

HEN I FIRST took over my pres-
ent job, I antlelpated days spent
with my feet on a desk while smoking
a blg clgar. Although the mornings
have proven to be falrly busy ones,
it did lonk for awhile as though these
pleasures might actually be accom-
plished on an oceaslonal afternoon. But
lo and behold, events gradunlly put
us Into a position where we assumed
the status of renr echelon johnniss.
Ergo, three afternoons a week now fnd
me spending a pleasant hour with my
comrades in drill
Along with the feet on the desk and
the cigars, I had looked forward to the
use of a jesp. When drill enda the Hme
comes for me to use the jeep. nlbeit
not ns I had first intended. I had enther
hoped for trips that would necessitate
going to Florence or Rome or Naples
but Tve finally become resigned
As matters stand, everyvhody in the

outiit seems to feel
that the jeep, with
driver, 18 at their
disposal &t any
hour of the day or
night, This attitude
Is partially justifi-
able, in that all
chaplalng woant to
be as accommodat-
Ing to members of
thelr units as pos-
slble.

Qur outfit is In o
rather fsolated
spot, has bheen
working hard - and
most of the men
are glad to leave
the hospital for an
hour or so in order
te got a change of
SCEne,

One trip I fre-
gquently take Iz to
the monastery
where we have our
altar lnens laundered. Reaching our
destination, we are Invarlably sur-
rounded by elvillans whe, spying the al-
tar linens, assume that I am a chap-
lain, Thiz error ls the cnuse of embar-
rassment to me and amusement to my
fellow travelers, whom I have known
for some months now and who are well
aware that I have not always been do-
Ing work of a rellgious nature. They de-
lght In making me the target of all
Jokes of the "Holy Joe™ variety.

INCE ASSUMING my present job,

I have learned that 1t does entail
certain conditions that were not at
first apparent. Time was when T eould
joln the boys In a congenial brew and
nothing was thought of It. Those days
are still with me as far as the men in
the outfit are concerned, With each
passing month. though. any outfit is
Bound to have new fages and now,
when 1 draw my beer ration, I am the
vietim of an occasional uplifted eye-
brow,

While the chaplain has never ex-
pressed an oplnlon” as to whether or
not he eonsiders 1t fitting for me to buy
three boktles of beer per week ot the
post exchange, he does 1ny down the lnw
about one particular matter, He stresses
that it is :ecessary for me to be on
friendly terms with all of the men in
my outfit, To him, this aspect of my

job iz of the utmost importance, And
by all of the men, he doésn't Just mean
all the Cathollcs.

IN A HOSPITAL, a Catholic chaplain's
assistant sometimes finds if
working for the Protestant chaplain as
much a8 he works for his own and the
same, in reverse, npplies to the Protes-
tant chaplain's assistant,

Our hospital does not have a Jewish
chaplain but one Iz located literally a
stone’s throw away. He is naturally in-
terested In the welfare of the members
of his faith who are In our unlt. Our
Jewish men are aware of this fact and
are alwayvs keeping me on the ball by
requesting that 1 obtaln Mezuzahs and
other rellgious artieles with names that
thiz goy finds difficult to remember.

Because of the hospitel's scheduale,
my chaplain has decided that the best
time to have Mass is In the evening.
The congregation oft-times contains
severnl ambulatory patlents who have
seen recent action at the front. Thess
men have known o nearness to death
and seem to have § deeper approcia-
tion of the goodness of God than do
those of us who have had less hazardous
duties to perform. One or two of thess
combat men will frequentiy request that
they be allowed Lo serve al Mass, leav-
ing me with little to do but to light the
randles. Even so, at the elose of ench
day, I am made aware that mine is a
Job that ls troly worthwhile.
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