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Free Press

By Cpl. KLAUS MANN
Stalf Writer

*Euery soldiar in this war has a righ!
fo expect @ free press”’—Oen. 3
D. Etsenhower, In an interview with
representatives of the American So-
ciety of Newspaper Editors.

T8 ONE of the things we have been

fighting for. It's one of ihe absolute
prerequisites to the mainténance and
development of our American way of
Ufe, The Bill of Rights stipalates * res=
dom of the press,” together with “free-
dom of speech,” “the free execcise of
religion,” “the right of the peopls to
ba secure In thelr homes"” and other
basie rights and Wbertles. And when
Prestdent Roosevelt offered lo the
world his Four Freedoms, he consid-
ered “freedom of h and exprezsion”
{which ineludes of course the fresdam
of the press) essential enough to list
it first In the Atlantic Charler. With-
out this “First Freedom® the rights of
s to worship, to be free from
want and from fear, would be in con-
stant danger. Some of the Frunding
Fathers of our Republie — especially
Jelferson ~— regarded a fres press as
m&uuﬂm of the enkire cdifice of

¥

HE CASE I now 80 clear — ad far
as American public opinlon Is con-
cerned at least—that no defense of free-
dom of the press as a doctrine, is any
longer nacessary. If any additional ar-
gument wos needed to prove the tight-
ness and vital Importance of this prin-
. the terribie exsmples of Nasnl
Germany, Fosolst Italy, and imperialist
Japan should be sufficlent to convince
even the most obstinate skeptie,

Those countries have demonstrated,
to the sorrow of the whole world, that
a government-controlled press can in-
desd a formidable weapon in
the hands of an aggressive, militaristic
cligue. Propaganda in general, an
preas in particuiar, played o declsive
role in the setup of the tolalitarian
stales. The governments could
not have started the war, if their na-
tions had not been mentally prepared
for such a deadly sdventure, The plain

ople In Cermany, Italy and Japan

ad to be fed with les, distortions, #x-
aggerations, ineciting slogans, viclous
prejudices; ther mnds had to be dark-
encd, confused, polsoned and corrupted.
The press, more than any other indi-
witual factor, was Instrumental in cre-
ating the kind of atmosphere which the
warmongors and war lords wanted for

- thelr sinlster purposes.

¥ THE dictators depended on their
vennl or Intimidated newspaperman
in preparing and carrylng on war on a
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Left—The front poge of @ 1939 Fronch newspaper.

Right—RBerliners line up for the latest news.

For World Peace

When Is It Free And How Free
Should It Be Is The Big Problem

clsively to the development of Interna-
tional understanding. It will be diffi-
cult, If not impossible, to maintaln
peace without freedom of Information.

Onee we have accepled the fact that
A free world press is desirable, or in-
dispensable, in the interest of perma-

world press exist right nmow? And if
not — 8 it likely 1o be established in
the not too distent fufure?

HE FIRST part of this question has
been unswersd in the negative, World
press freedom is not yeb o reality. A
recent survey on world cenmrsm&ur:;
leaséd by the Associated Press
just bow far we must travel before this
Iofty objective can nctually be attained.

Some 10,000 . vod of

Tha United States s the only one of the
flve' major powers which has Uited en-
restrictions on press and radio,
i pnd France plan to Lt restric-
it, ‘amd thay esn  Govern-
me 1 considering o similar step. ALl
in aliy press freedom is now an actual-
ity id only fourteen nations of the
wotld Begldes the United States, the
nations which permit news to [flow
{reely Into and out of the countries and
exercize po censorship on thelr domestic
papers are Canada, Australia, Sweden,
Switzerland, Norway, Denmuark, Hol-
land, Balgium, Colombia, Peru, Uruguay,
Panama, and Brazil

OME MONTHS ago, shortly before
the end of the war ln Europe, three
representatives of the American Boclety
of Newspuper Editors weni 40,000 miles
around the world to test and discuss
freedam of the press and of commumni-
cations in the postwar world, The main
purpose of their journey was to get o
pledge  Incorporated into the pence

L y 1o the G spinit”*

wers burned outside the University of Berdin by Masi Starm Troopers.

.

treatles — obliging governments “not to
cengor news at the source; nok to use
the press ns an instrument of nationnd
policy, and to permit a [ree [ow of pews
In‘and out of signatory countriss.”

The thres cditorial writers sald in
thelr report that they did not find much
prezs fresdom under woar-time condi-
tons,  They got many pledges [rom
government leaders for postwar free-
diom, sonis of which they desoribed
“lip service,” and dlscoversd in ey
of most nations & real desire for more
freedom of the press. Some of the
statesmen they met considered the visi-
tors' miszlon “ldeallstic but impossibie™
Forty-tive Belgian editors were sald Lo
be “pessimistic about the free-presd
Ideal.” As for the top Soviel newapipet
editors and Government press control-
lers with whom the thres American °
journalists had “a foll and frank mu=-
toal survey of thelr different problemsa
and coneeptions,” they maintained that
“their system was most representotive
of the wishes of the people and was &
‘free press. because It represented only
the people.”

LEARLY, the attituds of the Sovieta

will have a vital bearing on the
future of the free-press idea. Although
the Russian press has never been “free™
in tho sense that the American and
British press are, there s an interest
in, and maybe a tendency toward lree-
dom of the press in the USSR. The
Russipns were Insistant on a free pross
for Italy, when the péace lerma wore
belng  drawn up. Some observers
belteva that the next years are likely
to bring a relaxing of governmental
control over the Soviet press.

Bugene Zhukov, an “Izyestia™ cor-
respondent éovering the San Francisco
conference, polnted out in an lnterviaw
that “differences in conception between
the press of Russia and that of the
Unitéd States or other countries nead
not bar understandings betwern them
for improving information and mutual
communieation.” Aa for the “differ-
ences of conception,” Zhukov wis as
aitspoken os he could be.  The Ameri-
can hiea of freedom of the press, he
said, “actunlly brings up o completely
silly situation: calumny against privits
persons, nnd morgover the murder of
an individual, la seb upon by law, bat
calumny against a friendly countey
pod  starting a war with {t—that
remalng unpunished)™

And agaln: “Pro-Fazeist
which is carried on in &
under the disgulse of
press’ Iz not onl
countries  but ralnat,
American democracy. In this case, for-

fPicase turn lo Page 12)
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Free Press

mal ‘freedom of the press’ creates al-
solutely undemocratic resulls, Scarcely
anyone cin envy soch a situation"

HE THREE repressntatives of the

Amerlcan Soclety of Newspaper Edi-
tors, on thelr recent trip, heard eritical
remarks of a similar nature,  “Bome
editors abroad,” they disclose In their
report, “are under the !mpression that
the American press is dominated by the
advertiser, and that much of Ameriean
thinking is directed towards undemo-
cralic policles by so-called newspaper
‘trusts’ or chailns” Especlally the [ead-
ing newspapermen and Government
press controllers Iln Moscow  Insisted
*Ameriean papers did not always re-
presant the wishes of the peopls,” psing
the Rooseveélt eleclions ns examples,
They nlso sald that “many of the criti-
cal items about the Sovlets in the Amer-
fean press were revealed to be untrue,
but papers which had carried them
never took the trouble fo admit the un-
truths when revealed,™

“We stated,” the report contlnues,
*the positlon of the American press —
that thes were newspapers and not or-
gans of & party; that advertisers did not
control them and did not want Lo de
#o0; and that if they did they could not
get away with it We told them the
people In America were very inguisitive
ubout thelr papers, who owned them
and what Interests were behind them,
We said that the test was the man
with the three cents or the nickel, If
he had m:u confidence in the paper he
did not buy it

5 FOR the last point, It might be

argled that
three centa or the nickel” doea not
necessarily agree with the editobinl
policy of the paper he buys, Many of
the most popular U. 8. journals depend
largely on comics, amusement Tealures,
and sporta for thelr reader acceptance,
But be this as It may—our faith in
freedom of the press, as a principle
and as an institution, is too deep-rooted
and too well-founded to be marred by
any criticism. Even | we must admit
the soundness of some of the Soviet
yviews—the supreme value of freedom,
to ns remains  unguestionable and
mbsolute: which In as true of press-
freedom as of any other essential
Uberty.

But in no other realm within the
scope of our clvil libertios is the element
of clear obligntion more closaly woven
with the existence of a right. All of
us live hourly with the press. Il jm-
pact on our national life 1s direct, pow-
erful and universal  Just ss no one s
excloded from the benefits of its vir-
tues, no one cAn cECAPE some Injury
when it lgnoves |ts responsibilities and
moral duties. Byron Priee, Director of
Censorship, was rlght when saying, in
an address ab ceremonles incldent to
the instatintion of the origlnal copy of
the Bill of Rightsat the Libeary of Con-
gress: “A free press cannot endure hn-
less 1t 1s. o responsible press'  And he
was alao right when he added: “The
freedom of the press belongs to the
people and not to the publishers ™

HE AMERICAN press watehes vigl-
lantly and jealously over |is
cherished privileges. Whehevel corre-
spondents are excluded from any.event,
ou¥, editorial columns from coast o
coast resound with indignation. In gonie
cozes this strong reaction ngainst offi-
¢lnl secretivencss may be healthy and

“the man with the’

Freedom of the Press has its meaning, too, for the American country editor.

Justified, When the Blg Three met at
Potsdam to shape the destinles of the

world. the press wos completely barred
from  their  history-making sessions,
This was indeed an occaslon to speak af
“wiolation of the freedom of the press
——as did many prominent American
commentators, including the f
Unider - Secr of Stete, Samin
Welles, who declared: “There has be
no comparable ' blackout of casenityl
and legittmate news at any interna-
tional conference :u modern times."

But If our free 58 has the right
to protect i liberl.lm.. it has also the
duty to use them In a responsible and
reazonnble way. It did so during the
war, as far ad military matters- were
concerned — according to this state-
ment of . the Director of Censorship.
Byron Price! “Unlike every othsr grept
power in the war, the United States
has imposed no compulsory censorshlp
upon publicatlon of military Informea-
tion. Instead, the Government merely
asked for cooperation, and the press
has given it In overflowing measure,
under a voluntary code.”

I'l‘ HAS to be seen, howover, whether
our pross will glve the same “over-
flowing measure™ of cooperation In the
postwar - world — especlally when 1t
comes to discussing the delieate issues
of forelgn policy. American  public
opindon, fully awnre of the valpe of o
free press, should become more con-
seious of the tremendous responsibill-
ties nndl risks such o system involves
We must not farget that the n'bHaL' of

lberties almost inevitably leads to the
loss of liberty,

Pro-Hitler Germany hod a free press
—which heiped the Nariz to come to
power; It was thanks to democratic
Inws that Goebbels could undermine
democracy. And as for prewnr France
—there, too, the press was free: no-
body Interferred whan the leading Paris

tes aecepted enormous bribes from.
ussolinl, Hitler, and other champlons
of liberty. It can hardly be this kind
of press-freedom which Jefferson had
in mind and which the Atlantie Charter
promises the world.

'I’HERE 18 0 possibility that the Uni-
teid Natlons will try to estublish some
sork of Free World Press.  The peace-
minkurs will be faced with pressure from
their own Governmenta, especinlly the
Unlted States, and from the press ltzelf.
Nearly every nation has éxpressed its
desirs. — more or less officially —to
st o free pross of some kod operating
among all the conntries of the world,
If this grent project is to moterialise,
some of the castern democracies will
have to modify thelr present concep-
tion of “press-freedom ;" while some of
our Ireedomi-loving Journalists In the
western hemisphere will have to accept
u certaln discipline, to which not all of
them seem to be used to right now. A
Froe World Press will come into being
nigl  will. functlon only 40 1t sabmits
ftself to a “voluntary eode’ of common
sense and gthics — W code which should
be as volld and cogent In times of peace
as it was under the pressure of war.

- 3

Krauts Walked

P-51 Mustang pllot from Goshen, Ohilo,
Lt, Col. Herschel H. Green, with tha
Impressive tolal of 18 victorles, became
l|'| ace in one day when he knocked

six enemy planes from the sky over
the Gulfl of Venler.

'I'm; 15TH WAS grounded long before
the German surrender in Italy, for -
the rapid advance of the Allled ground
tcrculfnd eliminated what few targels
remained. “Then the job of cleaning

Capt. John Voll, theater's top ace.



