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"That's war. We bomb Washington, they bamb Tokyo.™

it You Lived In Tokyo

There Would Be Little Food, Hard Work
And Allied Bombs Forever Crashing Down

By Cpl. KLAUS MAMNN
Staft Writer

TH.'I': BATTLE OF Japan, In [is final
phase, Is becoming the battle of the
Japanese. That ls to say that it s now
the Japanese civillan who has to face
his or her supreme test—just as the
populations of many a European
wvountry had to stand the whole ferocity
of modern warfare, If the city ol Lon-
don experienced Its ordeal In the dayvs
of the blitz; if Berlin passed through
Lt inferno of ale L ponstant bombing
in 1044 and during the {lrst months of
1345 it Is mow Tokyo's turn,

Wore than six weeks ago, American
militury authorities andded up the re-
sults of three months' massive B-29
attacks on Lhe Japanese capital Ac-
cording to this estimate, which was
released by Maj. Gen. Curtia E
LeMay, 513 sq. mi. of Tokyo (48 pe
of the entire bullt-up areal had been
burned or bombed to ash 4 500 000
peagle who had lived In this area wers
now homeless.

That wos early In June! Since that
time the rajds have been continued on
an ever-inero ever more formid-
able seale, The ere dava when the
Adlies threw ps many ss 1.500 alrplanes
against the city area—striking at will
al whatever targels remalned ayailuble,
without any signs of resistance or re-
talistion on the part of the terrified,
pracéically helploss cnemy.

WIMT MAY the capital look like,
after 30 devastatling o punish-
ment? How many of la almost seven
million Inhabitants may have been
kifted during the past few months?
And sz for the survi -how many of
them moy have been deprived of thelr
homes? How do they live? How do
they keep up thelr morale? What are
they hoping {or?

It &5 difffcult to imoagine life—the
drab dally life ol the average man and
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woman—in a cliy of which we think
ns o hostile symbol or os a strategis
goal, rather than as a place where
human belngs work and die and sulfer,
This difficulty becomes all the grenter
If the eity In guestlion (B A8 strange
and exotic as Tokyo

The capiial of Japan, which we now
visualize ns a chaos of rubble and ashes,
was not an attractive place even under
normal conditlions, 1 spent & few
maonths there several years ago. Ididn't
ltke (. With its mixed civilzation and
architecture—hall Chinssz or Japanese,
half European or Amerlcan—Tokyo s
lacking in any authentie, orlgingl chir-
peter, IVs n clty without style or charm

Natives and veternn travellers assort
that the ugly u:.lm-ur.mc‘r of the eapltal
has to do with Lthe gres mr'Lmumm- of
1923; before Lhat e .n.-m hig event, we
are told, Tokyo was o : maore hand-
some, Be this as It o it is just an
amorphous ma of bulldings — with
squalld huts and Oriental temples
standing next to ambitious structures
which look Nke cheap Imitations of
American skyscrupers, There were noar-
o dirty streeta sdjacent to broad,
modern avenues

Tokyo was an unpleasantly erowded
city. There was o mob ove here—in
the city's amusément area where all
the theaters and tea liouses were gitu-
ated, ln the shopplng districts, In the
restaurants. Bul now there are no
shows anymore, and as for the many
stores and public ng housss—oeven
the few among them which have not
yet been destroyed don't do any busl-
ness.,

CCORDING Lo stories originating

from Lhe Japanese capital, living
conditions thers have reached an un-
precedented low. Everything s ratloned,
medivine as well as food, matches as
well nx oll and gosoline, sewing thread
ag well as kimonos. People In Tokyo
say that about the only thing today

that s not yet rationed or regulated by
the government 13 sleep—and the Amer-
lean bombers ration that,

A Jupanese housewife, these days,
doed pot have to stand in Hne—stmply
because there 8 nothing to stand In
line [or. Shops no longer exist: even
when they have escaped fire bombs,
they just continue to function as gov-
crnment-run  depots. 8o, fo do her
shopping, your Japaneses housewife goes
off 1o the nelghborhood association.—an
organization set up by the authorities
o EOTVE certaln number of house-
1 The supplies allotted to one
Tamlly are preity meager—even by Jap-
anese standards,

HEN THERE has not been n major
alr raid, and when everything is
going {5 normal way—both eonditions
nre equally rare, right now—=this 1= the
weekly ration of & Japanese oltlgen:
No meat, no cheese, no butter, no milk,
no gweels;: approximately theee pounds
of brown rice (heavy penalites | 1L 18
home-polished and thersby devitamin-
1shed! ), one pound of fish, one pound of
fresh vegetables. And that's about all—
except & Tew eges once in a whils,
More often than nokt, even these in-
adequate supplies fail to arrive at the
neighborhood association. In short, of
ihe people of Tokyo are not yet starving
—they are certainly pear IL. Even before
the h{'ulnulug of the presspt heavy
rinlets, Tokyo reported 80 percent of it
population suffering from berl-berl, the
Orient's chief malnutrition disease
Contrary to what muany pesople be-
lieve, scarclty or monotany of food
means real hardship to the Japanese,
They appreciate tasty dishes and are
used to a good deal of culinary varlety,
I recall having enjoyed dellclous meais
—nat only In Tokyo's more expensive
restaurants but also in comparatively
modest Japaness homes and country
Innz. Even the popular luncheon sold
in trains used to contain a dosen dif-

ferent foods and relishes In one bax,
and along with & & separate box of
cooked rice, with & sslted plum oestling
In

UT IF THE Japanese wers gourmets
—ihey cortainly were no dandine
In faet, they always looked rathae
shabby—whether they were dressed in
their native fashion, or whether they
tried to imitate our own western styls.
Al this polnt, however, they musi look
still shabbler,

In normal times the average middio-
class Japanese bought ifwo wesiern-
style sults and =ix kimonos every year,

‘oday the same Japanese finds himsell
sled 0 a stringent point systemn:
alvilian under 30 gets 50 painta
w year, while older persons get only
40 poinis. A western-style sult coats 63
polnis; a kimono can be had for 40.

To a Japanese, sticking to the same
old kimone means more of & nNuisanos
than sticking to the same old suit would
ean Lo an American., He & used (o
changing the pattern of his garment
with the sensons: indeed, In aceordance
with his own different moods. A Jap=-
unese girl's kKimono, before war restrio-
tlons, changed with her age: gaudy
pieture patterns for a schoolgirl, sober=
ing down to slmple woavy lines for
middle age and dark eolors for matrons,
But under preseni conditions, a Tolkyoe
lady considers hersell fortunate it sha
can afford the 60 poinla necessary [oe
a “westernized” work blouse and skick

MEN AND WOMEN In Tokyo—in-
ndequalely fed and clad as they
ure—have to do & lot of hard, exacting
work, With the Pacliie D-Day for tha
Allies just pround the corner, everyong
- }mm;, nnd old, poor and rich—must
train for the so-called “voluntesr” homs
guard. But iney are also compellad Lo
toke a war job at whatever factory lo
whitever Wil the government may
decree, Their working day in a factory
ls at least 12 hours, often 14 or 16 hours,

An pdditional headache is the trans-
port sltuation. Transport, such as re-
mains, is ehnotic and crowded to sul{o=-
cation, If the street cars were already
Jammed bafors the war—in whal night-
marish conditlon must they be Lhesa
doys! Even the bicyeles, Tokyo's most
popular form of transport, can hardiy
thread their way through the rublle-
strewn sireels

And all these hardihips and privi-
tions are imposed on people whosa
nerves are worn-out by the constant
horror of alr raids, Most of these peopls
must Have Jost relatives and (riends o
the wur: all of them must be consclous
of their country's hopeless situnbion.

HERE HAVE been rumars that a
Japanese underground is at worlk,

but as far as the home front ia con=
corned, thess rumors cannol be sub-
stantiited. No serious food rioks or
peace demonstrations have taken place,
s far, n Tokyo or any other Japanese
city. Japan seems to be resigned to jusk
taking It

It 1= true that the very noulendss of
a natlonal emergency can resalt in
strengthening a people’s morale, rather
than breaking L. That is what hap-
pened ln England In 1940, and later in
the Soviet Unlon. But the Jupanese—
at least the more intelligent amoog
them—eannot fuil to realize that thetr
present plight Is essentially different
from that of the British and the Rus-
sians during the initial phases of Lhe
European war. The Allles, even in thelr
blackest hours, knew beyond any doubt
that theéir coalition — especially when
joined by the Unlited States — would
prove strong enough to defeat the Axis
powers, But the Japanese have nothing
tuo hope for—no potential ally, no
unused resources,

NY JAPANESE aware of the actual

situntion and capable of thinking
ally must see that his nation boas
less of & winning chanee than
Cermany had, four or five montha sao.
And he must also remember the lercible
price Cermany paid, and I8 paying, fer
her suicidal blindness and stubborn-
bi President Harry 8. Trumon, Win-
Churehlll, and Geperallasimo
jang Kal-shek, in thelr recenk
joint ultimatam o Japan, pointed to
the “awiul clarity” of the Cerman
example.

The next weeks will show whisther Lhe
people of Tokyo and other Japanese
communities will have to stand the
senseless horrors of s Jost fight until
the bitter end—or whether their ool-
leetlve protest and the common sense
of their betier leaders will outhalance
the recklessness of certain desperite
and Irresponsible warlords, The sooner
they accept the Inevitable—namely,
unconditional surrender—the better for
those milllona of misguided men and
women who huddle today like cornered
eriminals in the eharred ruins of their
capital.
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