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Will the Germans, like the doomed warriors of Teutonic legend marching to their last refuge in the sky, fight an to the

Over

By Upl. KLAUS MANN
Staff Writer

HE PRESENT development an the

western  front—our  crossing  the
Rhine and, especlally, the fall of the
great city of Cologne—eannot but have
& profound effect on the German mind.
By crossing the Rhine, we are overs-
coming more than just anather for-
midable military obatacle; we cross
gomething like a magic barrier. For
with the Teutonic Watch on the Rhine
belng overrun, the very heart of the
ancient Relch ls exposed to Invaslon.

The Rhine s not only the gremtest
German river, as well as a terrifle
natural defense protecting German ter-
ritory from the Swiss frontier
The Metherlands; It iz alio & Ge
myth, To any German, no matter {rom
which part of the Reloh he may come,
the name Riine l8 a sublime symbol of
patriotism, earrying a profusion of his-
torie memorics and legendary sugges-
Lionia

In renlity, the Rhineland long ago
becams o highly industrialized area
dominnted by great modern cities like
Mannhelm, Cobleng (now the immedi-
ate gonl of the U, 8, 3rd Army), Cologne,
Dusseldorf, Dulsburg and Easen (where
the famous works of Krupp sre sit-
unked ) — erful manufacturing een-
ters which foem, together with the great
citles of the near Ruhr Valley (Dort-
mund, Bochum, eic.}, the Industrial
eore of Western Germany and, most
impartant, the irreplaceabls arsenal of
Hitlee's war machine.

N THE Imagination of the romantic-

ally-minded German people, how-
ever, the banka of the majestic river,
deapite smoke stacks and furnaces, cor
stitute an enchanted scene fllled wi
medieval eastles and picturesgue rocks,
These venerable banks did, indeed, once
witness & colarful and chivalrous kind
of lire. .

On one of these rocky ledges, towering
450 feel nbove the Rhine, an aliractive
femals called Lorelel was wont, by
means of her irresistible songs, to lure
men ta thelr death over the precipitous
brink. An [lustrious son of Rhine-
land, Heinrich Helne, immortalized the
Ewest and dangerous witeh in a ballad
wihich s still being sung by Oerman
children and women, and which still
appears in most German schoolbooks
and anth . even though the poet's
nams, which hl.ppem to be “non-
Aryan,” had to be replaced lo all Nagis
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“last man?"

The Rhine To Valhalla

Great German River Was More
Than Military Obstacle To Nation

publications by the lmeanie
"Anthor Unknown,™

German
remark,

UT THE greatest, most popular t-orv

based on the Rhine Is the N
genlied (Bong of the Mibelungs), :1r
actually unknown anthorship. This
German epie of the late I3th eentu
i indesd one of the grimmest,
gruocsome affalrs lo waorld Mteriture—
full of fierce baitles and violent en
tonsd, dashing knights, sinister villal
nngry gods, troculent Valkyries {a kit
of blonde-halred, high-bosomed Te
tonfe Amazon), blood-thirsty dragons,
muagic awords, treasures hidden on the
ground of the Rhine, and such clever
devices as the famous Tarnkapps, or
cape of darkneas, which has the virtue
of making anyone who wears It in-
vishle,

This was the legend which the Ger-
man poel and composer, Richard Wag-
ner, used ad the basis for his celebrated

work, The Ring of the Nibelungs—a
ecologanl musical drama in four parts,
ending. with the grand and gloomy
finale of the Goetlerdasmmernng (Twi-
light of the Godsl, In which the de-
feaied gods, demigods and heroes with-
draw al Iast from the Rhenish battle-
field and return to the peace of death
and nothingness—a tragic procesalon
of weary, guilt-laden veterans, march-
Ing over the arch of a glowing ralnbow,
Their last cefuge & Valhalla, the myth-
ical hall into which the Teutonic delty
recelves Lhe souls of wa rs slaln in
battle, Their last glance, ns they part
from this blood-stained earth, goes
down to the Rhine which keepa rolling,
as |f nothing had happened . . .

AGNER'S grandiose, If somewhat
depressing vislon fascinated and
profoundly influenced German genera-
tiona up to the present day. In fact,
his work remains the classlc sxpression
of a certaln typical, very signifieant
Cerman mood and attitude, Tt s this
pecaliar, unmistakably Germanic pen-
chant for the tragie, thia curious pre-
diotion  for and eatastrophe
which a shrewd French psychologist
and statesman, Georges Clemenceau,
had in mind when he observed that all
Oermana are “secretly In lovs with
death ™
What Richard Wagner dramatised

and glorified ln the concluding part of
his Ring oycles was n viglory no n
heralc sacrifice for the sake of
lime cause: it wns death as ai
ax an alm in itself. The Ribelungs fal
o accompliali anything with all th

sub-
h and
1

buttle: they proved nothing with th
lugubrious larewell songs, they just
kept fighting "to the last iman,” be-
traying one another, murdering one
ancther, destroying everything, Then
i xlm-lr .I-w.n.-' inta the vold of pon-
THEF Werda pe ous and

ymphant, although beale 431

march tably I;n;uhlﬂ. nyotned
appluuse from a Germanic audisnce
wersed in the legends of the Rhine

8 I8 WELL known, Hitler adores

and, in many reapects, tries o ape
the Wagnerinn heroes, He has identi-
fied himsell, in his own muoddied mind,
with Lohengrin, the "Knlght In shining
nrmor,” for In Hitler's own "House of
German Art” at Munich hangs a huge
portrait of the Fuehrer on horseback
dreased In shining white armor! He
lzed himself in the role
fried slaying the wicked
dragon of Bolshevism and Plulocracy
But Blegfried's reckless career led
the general disaster of the Goetfer-
dasmmerung, with the whole universe
afire g5 a funeral pyre for the fallen
hiera.

If the neo-Teutonie warriors dreamed
of a grandiose Twilight of the Gods
as the climax and finale of their dev-
astating desds—they are now getting
il the Rhine what they've asked for
burning ecitiea, tumbling towers and
glowing akies. And, in a paradoxical,
perverted way, they seem lo enjoy LL!

R, GOEBBELS, Relch Propagandn

Minlster, who certalnly knows whiat
kind of talk his Germans ltke to hear,
has for soma Hme been reveling in the
most sindster, most grossome descrip-
tions and prophecles. Deliberatoly and
blatanly he publlelzea the agony of
his natlon, harplng on the Goeller-
duemmerung  Ltheme and predicting
universal calamities unless the Ger-
mans suceeed In nhii:plmg the advance
of the "Bolshevistic hordes from Inner
Aszia and thelr plutecratic Alles.” At
Lhe sume time he mgwests thal already
It may be oo lats for Lthe Teutonle

knlghis Lo accomplish such a feat, Yet
they mist go on Oghting

If there i3 no victory, there is alwoys
Valhalla. In fact, the struggls may
continne even in tha o h!t wutld. In
one of hid recent rhe onibiirsts
Goebbels promised the Germans would
reqlat g0 frantleally that future legends
will  present n ghostly Wehrmacht
earrying on the flght, with unshakon
morale, In the dark skles of slovmy
and cloudy nights, after the end of
the real, carthly battle

It could be that the eloquent Nitle

| ‘i

doctor and many of his fr
Lhr- s M

day of CGermun

[ those
pe and
rather than
ttacks In the
nvenient, o
to find those
chieftaing may sctu
mueh-di 1 project
tire with thair remainlng

on new
But with

ta the fortified aren of
dery pnd flght it out ookl
yian. ‘This idea, however fan-

wilth a certain
marbidly romantle tradition very dear

to the German heart.

F THE Cermans continue to lHaten,

and give credence, to the songs of
their oynieal old siren in the Relch
Minlstry for Propaganda and Enlight-
enment, they are lkely to be lored to
thelr death—just as wers the unfor-
tunate sallors who followed the volce
of Froasulein Lorelel

But there will be nothing poetic about
this trogedy. There will be no ralnbows,

Bo Wagnerian music, no applauding
audience, no Valhalla—only diallusion-
ment. bltierness, misery, and ever-

growing destructlon,

The decisive guestion is whether the
Cermans, following the dublous patiern
of the Goetferdaemmerung mylh and
D, Goebbels" diabolien] advice, will ao-
tually drag oul thls terrible finale of
the war drama o the bltier edd, Wo
can only hope that ithe shock of the

resent events, both in the West and

ast, may have a sobering, enlightening
effect on that blinded, hypnotized na-
tion and thal they may nolice, not
without surprise, that the twilight of
thelr own false pods and ld does not
mean the beginnl of universal dark-
niess but, on the contrary, the. fresh
colors of dawn—promising a new day
to all men who prefer the sound, joys,
and dutisa of lifs to the sinlster faa-
clnatlon of death and aimless tragedy.
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From The CID Files
Comes This Story Of
MNotorious Gang And

How It Was Busted

By Bgt. DEAN BOSWELL
Staff Writer

.

N A WANING warm afternoon last

September, four Ameriean soldiers
and o l18=-year-old Itallan crulsed along
the broud stréetch of Highway T near
Capun, Al of the Americans weorn
AWOL; thelr transportation was a
atolen wenpons carrler, One of the men
was sporting the bars of an American
lleutenant and carried a German ma-
chine plsiol, Another wore o staff ser-
geant's stripes and earried a U. 8. call-
ber 45 pistol and an Itallan Beretta.
The others were similarly armed, ex-
eapt for the Ttalian vouth,

Along the highwnay eame the Gu[IL:I]'u:
sedan of a Follsh general. ks sole
cupant & sergeant driver. It
.ﬁlrr'plr' matter for the American "offl-
cer™ to halt the ear, At 'gun polot the
driver wns forced out and robbed, The
Ioot consisted of money, coins, jewelry
valoed at several hundred dollars, &
revolver, and the general’s car

The enjoyment of driving ndiliac
lasted brietly, because a few miles down

-

&
|

the road, the "lUeutenant” wrecked the
stolen machine, abandoned it and -
Joined his companions who were tag-
ging along in the much slower weapons
enrrier. Together the group drove oh
untll they came to the Gariglinno River
hrli'h-:'?. check point of the MPz on High-
Wy

HEH'.E THE marnuding group, foreed
the lone MP, nt %un point, to sur-
render hia helmet, brassard, whistie,
gun, belt, and leggings. Then the
weapons carrler sped away toward an
unknown destination, Shortly there-
after, two MP motoreyele patrolmen
searching for the group were ambushed
and once agaln, at gun-palnt, the weap-
ons carrler marauders forced the MPs
to give up thelr brassards and weapons.
To avold pursult, the gang riddled the
5 of the motoroyeles, leaving their
riders helpiess and steanded,

On the same night, an Itallan police
offieer and & companion were stopped
on the now crime-gripped highway by
a group of soldiers posing as American
MPs. A leather bag containing four
thousand dollars, tha policeman's
weapon and other valuables were faken
from the unmmpecting clvillans.

Numerous reports of hold-ups
saults and fermﬂ:ung tactics were ﬁemg
reported dally to the Criminal Inves-
tigatlon Divislon of the Provost Mar-
shal General's office, and to the various
Ioeal provost marshals, Pin-pointing
of the varlous reports and a breakdown
of storles of eye-witnesses and victims
rovealed that a gung or gangs were
operating on the h[khl‘n{iﬂ from Rams
to Naples, and on the highways leading
north from Rome,

A suryey of the August o Imlﬂlnb
Tevealed that elghtesn
victims of the armed bandits: one cass
involved assault. The loot amounted
to almost 5000 dollars in cash. The
first ecomplaint In September revealed
that the gang had now expanded, a
vietim having reported belng robbed
of 1,250 dollars by three Amn-!cnns and
five Ttalians. The second week In Bep-
tember brought an additlonal sixteen
Tobberies,

T o sioe e
r4 0P ALLem) plem-
ber 13, four American “policemen” and
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three civillons = 4 a carlead of
Ttalians, making off with a loot af 200
dollars and the tires from the car. The
people In. the car were forced to dis-
mount, undress, and then ordered to
run; their tormentors shooting at them
as they fled. One of the hold-up vie-
tims was Injured In the shooting, Two
hold-ups of clvillan trucks: neited an-
other 300 doliars to the gangsters' purse.
Numerous other armad robberles wore
reported by clvillans; the loob in these
cases amounting to ancther 300 dollars.
All erimea reported were thoroughly
nnalyred and o eomparison of methods
used by these armed bandits were
studled elosely. OnSeptember 25th, A
soldier wos killed near Naples after
stealing a jeep from an ordnancs bat-
falion, The saldier had disarmed an MP
gate puard and attempted to take an of=-
ficer hostage. He was ldentified ox o fu-
gitive from the stocknde. A leader In the
crime band had pald off his final sen-
tence, but the authorities did not know
this at the time

THE ROLE of leater of the gang was
taken owver by a swaggering, hood-
lum-imitating farm boy, seven times
convicted ns an AWOL and at that time
an eseapee from o 20-year sentence by
genoral court-martinl. From here on,
the gang assumed the title of the "Lane
Gang."” "Robert Lane” {5 an alias which
the CID uszed in Msting the mefarlous
activitles of the gang leader.

Bragging Robert Lane, who billed
himself as "publls enemy number one,"”
moved his headgoarters to Romoe. About
that time the Lane gang Included nino
regular members, four of which were
members of other Allled Forces. To-
gether with these soldiers, there were
always a number of civillan hangers-on.
The gang's hangouts ineluded a civilian
home, o restaurant, and o bar. There
were plenty of girls,

WITH A headquarters established,
the gang once agaln resorted to
a serles of erimes. Sixteen armed rob-
beries were reported during the first
two weeks In October, In each Instanee,
the hold-up men were described as
‘m!dlnn wenrln[{ MP I:ra.ndﬁ Detobor
10th smaw the owner of & Rome wine
shap nhol and killsd in the robbery of
his store. Elght other clvillans were
victims of the robbers who obtained
some T50 dollars and waluables,

The first break in the case came on

“bers of the gang were

L
This handy collection of firearms of American and

the 18th of October when a soldler who
had been iInjured In a jeep accident
was found to be In possession of o tom-
mygun and a pistol. Intensified in-
terrogation disclosed thia soldier to be
o member of the gang.

Undaunted by the arrest of one of
1ts members, the gang continued their
operations. On October 21st, an armed
robbery of an apariment in Rome by
soldiera posing as MPs netied a Joot
of 300 rings valued at 3,000 dollars. The
followlng day two jeeps were reparted
stolen in the vicinlty of the hald-up,

Close checks made by both the Spe-
ciel Investigntion Branch of the British
Army and the Criminal Investigatlon
Divizion were slowly drawing o net
around some of the members of the
“Lane gang,” The Britlsh SIB was now
working in conjunction with the Amer-
lean investigation agenta becouse in-
formation on hand revealed that some
of the members of the gang were be-
Heved to be British deserters dressed
Inyg Army unlforms.

OWARD the latter part of Octo=
ber, ngents working on the case re-
covered the valuables belbnging Lo
elvillan vietims of the wine shop rob-
bary. The gun which was used In the
klllnlt of the wine shop owner waid
found; It was immediately sent
l\l the CID erimeé laboratory for o check
by ballistics experts. A few stray mem-
ploked up at
urlou.s tmes by authorities, Clvilians
had been victims of the gang aided
In tdentifying these men
Shortly after the recovery of the loot
from the wine shop robbery, informa-
tion waz recelved that the gang was
lanning to take = elvillan “for o ride”
uge he was too friendiy with one
of thelr girls Criminal Investigation
Divislon agents and members of
British Speclal Investlgation Bmmh
surrounded & Rome cale at noon
October 31st, and after a shork “:lll
arrested four gang members as they
urrived In a taxl
Interrogation of the arrested men re-
wealed that Lane had once again evaded
the dragnet, Lane missed the tra
only because he had decided on a trip

to Naples, nm:T an attempt at grabbing -

200 dollnrs

rade, The four arrested men were found
to be "blg fish" in the gang. The fol-
lowing day saw the arrest of another
member of the gang; and two days
later, a lonn agent lpp‘mhrhdl‘d Lane
upaon his return from Naples.

belonging to a dead oom-

foreign make is only part of the arsenal which,

together with loot, was uncovered by Criminal

Investigation Division ogents when the Lane gong

finally was rounded up in Rome. MNote the MP

brassards, the troop movement sign and the offi-

cer's cap, used by members of the gang to cover
up their criminal octivities.

TRANGELY, of the six gang régulars

brought into custody in the cleanup,
only one had any large amount of
monsy—ii0 dollars. Gang leader Lane
who had made as much as 1,000 dollars
o night; who had perpetrated a Jarge
number of robberies, glven Invish pres-
ente to
three billfol
arrested.

With the Lane gang behind  bars,
statements quickly led 1o the arrest of
the Italian accomplices.

But In the Central MP station, whare
the men were held pending transfer
to o permanent stockade, the minds of
the corrupted AWOLs were working
"overtime.” A plot began brewing nned
on Christmas Ewve, It d over with
the escape of Lane, two of his hench-
men and, five other prisoners,

Military nuthorities threw out a guick
dragnet o prevent regrouping of this
notorious bunch and immediately re=
captured three of the men. Two days
later, Lane and his secomd in command
were surrounded In a civilian apart-
ment, When the two refused to sur-
render, the CID and 8IB agents nc-
oo y MPs crashed the door
to an apartment, and discovered the
two men huddled and cowering Inslde
a_closet. Although dressed in clvillan
clothes and with their halr freahly
bleached, Lane and his partner were

ulckly rtmlmiae-d by the men who for
our mon udied thelr deserip-
tion and mmmerl&'mL

The =ixth man in the break was taken
Into custody on December 31st, and tha
remaining two fugitives were appre=
hended on January Bth,

titutes, and who carried
ds, had only 1B dollars when

ECORDE In. the .ane gang cass
ghow that five members were long-
time AWOLs from infantry organiza-
tions: seven were AWOL from replace-
ment dopots and two were ga.mpee;
from stockades. Lane once was %}
to & unit, but along with being AWOL
seven times he seemingly never found
time to join It
'I'ho ng, convinced it could out-
e Army, looked forward to o
thrl'!l—pmked existence crammed with
crime. wing and women. Lane alone
d some premonition of the future,
"Il shoot any CID agent on sight!” he
onee wvowed. Instead, when the chips
m.tm down, hu cowered In o closet and
rime-wise investigntors of the CID and
Brﬂ.Llh Bp-eclnl Investigation Division
were able to reach ohce more for their
well-worn - “Case Closed” stamps.
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