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Austria,

Nazi

Fort?

Towering Alps May Provide
Setting For Last Act Of War

By Cpl. ELAUS MANN
Staff Writer

HE RUSSIANS have entered

Vienna. But with the fall of the
Austrian capital the Battle of Aus-
irin will by no means be finlahed. In-
deed, It may not éven have reached
its climax, For an Inereasing amount
of ovidence spems to Indicate thab
Anstris—the land where Adolf Hitler
wia born, the first, victim of Nazl ag-
gression—has been pleked by the Ger-
man leaders as the [nal battleground,

Hitler's famous “last stand” anticl-
palted by many milikary experts
will probably be made in a not
excluslvely, but predominanily Austrian
nrea. This: lazt grent Naszi bastion—as
visualized by some competent Allled
ohaeryers—will be anchored on the
high Alpa from Saliburg to Lombardy,
and will streteh from the eastern tip
of the Lake of Constance to the ap-
proeches of Graz In Styria. The ety
of Vienna ltself will be outalde of the
forkified wone,

These nre the territorles which the
Alpine fortress may include: The Aus-
trian provinee of Vorariberg; the whals
ol northern Tyrol; the most southern
part of Upper Bavaria, including the
village of Berchtesgnden near the Auas-
iran frontler where Hitler's personal
residonce is situated, (which would be
the only German district in the entire
“last stand’’ areal; the whole of south-
&rn Tyrol, which was taken from Aus-
trin“and given to Italy by the Treaty
of Bt. Oermain after the first World
‘Wor: the northern parts of the Italian
provinees of ‘Trento and Belluno; the
southern parts of the Austrian provinees
of Balzhurg and Upper Austria: the
whole of the Austrian provinee of Cur-
inthia; the greater, westorn part of
the Austrian provines of Styria.

According to this hypothetical blue-
print, the territory In question has an
approximate length of 280 miles and
an average width of 100 miles, or a
total area someowhat larger than that
of Bwitzerland. It includes no blg city
but a number of middle-sized towma.

O8T FAMOUS of the Ausirian
communities situnted within the
“danger rone” la Salshburg—a moun-
tain-side eity of 40,000 people, the
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birthplace of Maozart, and ons of the
most aticactive, most plcturesque spots
In Europe. Salzburg shares with YVi-
ennn the glory of Austria’s musical
nchisvement. The world's most fameus
aingers, virtuost and conductors, wlong
with & crowd of Internatlonal musie-
lowers, globe-trotters and snobs, have
long flocked to Salsburg for the cele-
brated summer festivals,

Innabruck—another beautifuf Aus-
trinn town Ineluded in the domain 67
the potential Mozt fortress—is almost
equally popular with International tonr -
ists, espoclally with those Interested (i
winter sports. Burrounded by  hlgh
mountalns. the capital of the Tyrol—
& city of 05,000—is, an ita name tells,
the Hridge over the Inn River, on the
very anclent and always important
route of all traffie betwoen Germany
and Italy vin the Brenner Pass

Moreover, there are the cltles of
Kiagenfurt (eapital of the provinee of
Carinthia} and Steyr, in Upper Aus-
frin—the former with o prewar popu-
latlon of 62,000, the latter with 31000
inhabitants—both falrly Important ns
centers of machine and iron Industry,
As for Bolzano (Bozend and Memno
(Merani—the two lovely centers of
southern Tyrol—they have not belonpged
to Austria for the past 35 years, but
have maintained somo of their Austrian
character, In spite of Mussolinl's efforts
to “Itallanise™ them completely,

In addition, the territory whoro Hit-
ler may have declded to “shoot it oul™
to the last fanatle s rich In small towns
and villages, many of them situated
high up in the mountaing. Ascording to
teeent reports, some of the idyllic jo-
calitles have been allotted o fugltive
quislinga, while other places—the bot-
ter fortified ones—are resorved for Jit-
tery Nazl bigwies,

T IS aald that the one-tlme Austrian

winter sports resorts have had many
gulsling guests of late. Practleally all
of the leaders of the bankrupt Cer-
man-controlled povernments seem to
bave felt a sudden urge to do some
skiing In the Austrian - Alps. One of
these pseudo-capitals {5 o small town-
let Between Innsbruck and the Swiss
frontier, Zuers, where Mussolinl's Neg-
Faselit Government has been estab-
lished. The Croatian Government has
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An impressive scene in the snow-covered Austrian Tyrol.

sel up la tents nbout 30 miles norih
of Innshriuck, In 4 village called “Nutie"
{which ia ey pgly, a Berlin slang
expression for prostitute),

Father Tisn of Slovakia abandoned
hls capltal, Bratlslava, long befofe the
sound of Russipn gung was pudible to
him. He went to Kremsmieasber, some-
where th tho Austrinn A Consider-
nbly carlicr. the Rums n and Bul-
garipn gquislings extablished themaelves
at Kitzhuehl, one af the more fashion-
abls fesorts where” the distinpuished
“tourists” could be sure to flnd modern
comiort along with tempaor fety.
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alng host

ut the s on of the
sulted for ¢ d best forkified has
“nin-trespo I on it for the

quistings.

tesgaden home.

O DOUBAT, ¢
will not

Alplne Nazl lfortress
easy nut W crack
The terrain will favar thie defenders on

all sides. It could be that 28 good Ger-
man divislons still fighting in Ttaly are
destined to be sperifiesd In the oomlng
final showdown in the Alps—whieh Ly
e ocue expl atlon for the am
stubbornness with which the Ger
have been realsting In the Apennl
Of course, they wanted to hold
erops and the Indusiry of the Po Vatley
as long oo poasl ut even mors lm-
portant, from the Mol point of view,
may be the desire to keep the Al
awny from the Alps—the sauthern wall
of their last ton—untll the batile
of northern Germany |8 over.

Yot northern Italy will be Hberated,
the Allled armles will advance into

3 wmny, Munich will
long will be in
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