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' America Abroad

Diplomatic Life Is No
Longer The Fabulous
Whirl OF Intrigue And
Glitter It Used To Be

By Cpl KLAUS MANN
Sralf Writer
ROME

O THE average American, an om-

bassy ls m glamorous and at the
same time alightly sinister place — the
briliiant ecene of international scandals,
Intrigues, and romances. Life in dip-
lomatic circles, as visunlized by popular
fancy, ls a mixture of sophiskicated
merry-making and cutlandish ritoals in
the eighteenth century style.  Diplo-
mats have nothing to about:
They are “exterritorial™ When war
breaks out, they just burn thelr secret
papers and ask haoghtily for their
passports.  It's all very casy and o lot
of fun.

This whole concept of embasiy life,
neadless to say, 1s ullerly obsolete and
u little fantastic. Diplomatic misslons,
far from being centers of musieal-
comedy plots, are political and eéeco-
nomic ocutposts of vital Importanes to
the notinn they represont—particulariy
80 in times of great international
changes and declsions. We are Hving
in such n time, and the great changes
now developing cannot  but  affect
every country, including of course the
U. 8  With America's leading position

in international polities unguestionably ©

established, and with the American
public gradually becoming Internn-
tional-minded, the  functions and
:u?undbl]jﬂl:i of American represen-

aboard are today more complex
and more slgnificant than they have
cver been,

To the State Department, the end of
the war docs not mean n decreass of
work; on the contrary, peace confronts
our poliey-makers and dipicmats with
a profusion of new tnsks and problems.
That I8 why the State Department
necds and wanls new men-—some of
whom It hapes to get from the Armed
Forees. Just a few wecks ago, an-offi-

oppenl was addressed to all sol-
diers “quinlified and interested in mak-
ing appllcm..lqn for jobs In the Forelgn
Eervice.” The Army men who responded
to this appeal, and whose qu.nllll.enuom
are up to Washington standards, may
be logking forward to an lnmmtlng
eareer, but they aren’t In for a plenie.

HE EMBASSY of the U, 8. In Rome
is typleal of this increased diplo-
matic nctivity, Mot only did the State
Department lose no time in re-open-
ing this  particulpr mission almost
jmmedm.ely after the liberation of the
Italian capital, hm. the physleal size
and the work of the Embassy have
filso been Eunﬂlderﬂh[y enlarged. Before
the war, the Ameriean representative
and his staff occupled only a com-
tively modest bullding In the Via
g:l":rnmpamnl inear the Excelsior
Hotel|—connected by o beantiful gar-
den with the American General Con-
sulate, Via Vittorlo Veneto 113, Now
i third bullding of more lmpressive
dimensions, the Pelezzo Margherifa,
has been added fto the exterritorial
pealm of the Embassy. A stately, if
not particularly handsome, structure,
this palozzo was bullt for the Bancom-
pagni family, later cecupied by the
Italian Queen Mother and subsequently
taken over the Fasecist Confederi-
tion of Farmers. Then the American
diplomats moved in, only five weeks
the trivmphal entrance of Amer-
fcan troops Into
There s nothing glamorous or
romantic about the striet dadly routine
to which these diplomats are sobjected
Just as any other Government officials
or the employees of any major [irm,
Instead of waltzes, champagne and
gossip, there are long office hours,
ﬁ;u-mmus conferences, tedions sta-
cH.

UR EMBASEY in Rome is a com-
plex setup divided Into sewral
departments,  There are sections
clal In economics, m.d.c: :mi.l—
tary matters, coltural rtlatlom. press

SEPTEMBER §, 1545

Diplomatic missions have

and consular affnirs. All these branches

are supervised and co-ordinated by

the Ambassador who, in his turn, re-

celves directives from, and transmits

reports lo, the State Department In
ngton.

The present Ambassador of the U. 8.
to Italy Is Alexander Comstock Kirk,
A wealthy bachelor of 56, Mr. Kirk is
& career diplomat with 30 years of
practical experience In such conters
of international political life as Berlin,
The Hague, Tokyo, Mexico Clty, Wash-
ington,  Moscow, and  Calro,  Well
acquiinted with the capitals of the
world in general, he feecls particularly
al home in Rome—having lived In this
city with his mother for 10 years before
the war. He returned almost as soon
as Rome was liberated, and took over
parts of the historie Paluezo Barberind
as his private residence,

The sphere of Mr. Kirk's m:tlvjt es is
not limited to the Em He has
also the officlal status of Puolitieal
Advisor to the supreme Allied com-
mander of the Mediterranean Theater
and to the Allled Commission which
coilaborates with the Hallan Govern-
menl as the ruling body of the country;

ovar, he represents the U. 8. in
1.h|> A]Heu Advisory Counell for Italy,
which inciudes Russian, British, French,
Yugoslay and Greek members,

Prmaormm of the Embassy, not
counting the members of the

Ambassador's personal household,
includes at present 32 U. 8. afflcers,
40 U, 8. clerks, and 50 non-American
(mostly Italian) employees — rece
clerks, messengers, drivers, telephone
operators, charwomen, and so forth.
Alsgo, there are about slx American sol-
diers and two Navy mena “on speeinl
duty” with the Embassy, in addition
to the stafl of the newly-assigned mili-
tary attache, Brig. Gen. Francls M.
Brady of the Alp mﬁ

Members and employees of the dip=
lomatic misslon don't Uve in the Bm-
bassy proper bul are on  thelr own.
With ¢ housing situation in Rome
sl rather critical, only about one-half
of the staff has been lucky encugh
to find private reésldences. The others
temporarily are billetted In requic-
Honed hotels—most of them at the
Hotel S8an Glorgio, As for rations, the

pecome political and eco
.-f'-
on

le - dopend  partly
'D.’Imhuﬂ: Iimqncal markeis may have
to offer, partly on the “courtesy of
the U, 8. Army.™

N CHARGE of nadministration s

David McEey, Counselor of the
Embassy, an cldtimer in the Forelgn
Bervice, The numerically sirongest
section 1s the one dealing with Eco-
nomics—which is only natural, con-
sidering the wital Importance and
extreme Intrigacy of economiec ques-
tions in. postwar Burope. Ambpssador
Kirk is well aware of this pre-eminence.
“There are only two considerntions nI
primary significance Europs  now,’
h¢ maintaing. “Namely, the preserva-
tion of order, in a dl.m.ncm'llc under=
standing of the word, and the supply
of food and materials &0 that pecple
can work and earn money, and hive
something to buy with thelr money.
‘The real besis for peace-is not to be
foued in politieal programs or terrl-
forial arrangements. The real basis
for peace la a prosperous, conlenied
poaple”

The condidens of Italian economic
life are studied and analysed by o
crew of experls under the direction of
the Embassy's Chief Economie Advisor,
Charles A. Livengood. There are ape-
cial attaches for agricultural, mining,
industrial, financial affsire, with an-
other specialist ¢oncentrating on kibor
problems.  The reports of these skilled
observers influence the policy of the
State Department which, in its forn,
collaborates with other governmenial
departments and agencies in Wash-
mmn The findings of these

referces As regords; Bay,

lhe coal situation in northern Italy or

the shortcomings of the Itallan trans-

tion gystem have therefore a vital

be: on the supplies granted to Thily

by American business or by Wash-
ington.

MNOTHER function of the Economio
Department s to study and pre-
pare the way for future U. 8. trade
in Italy. American business men inter-
ested i{n the Ifalinn market will look
to the State Department for Informa-
tion. It Is Mr, Livengood and his col-
aborators who keep the State Depart-
ment informed about the eommercial

onomic outposis of vital

importonce.

proipects  and  potentialities In thig
particular part of the continent.

Resporedble for the Political Section
is John ‘Wesley Jones, First Sec tary
of Embassy—recently transferred to
Rome Irom Washington, Mr Jones'
two collaborators are Robert McBride
mnd Frederick Mascloll, These three
gentlemen also nssist the Ambassador
In his capacity ns Political Advisor to
the Chisf Commissioner, Admiral Ellery
W. Btone.

Quite In keeping with the State De-
partment tradition, the members of
this political stall are extremely care-
ful not to express any opinions or to
reveal any details connected with their
activities.  They emphasize that liu:
chief political representative i@ ol
course the Ambassador; it is he who
handleés the contacts with the Itallan
Forelgn Office and who confers with
lialy's Forelgn Affairs Minister, Alclde
de Gasperl, “We are just observers”
the gentlomen of the Political Section
insist, ““Washington has to be kept
Informed about al' things of politicad
Interest. It's our job to Enow whai'z
galng an.”

F A MORE tangible nature are Lo
duties of another First Becre-
tary—John Fletcher Huddleston, head
of the Consular Section, This partic-
ular department—consisting of two
Consuls, three Viee Consuls, five U, 8
olerks, and 21 Italin employees —
zeems to be one of the buslest placen
in the whole busy U. B Embassy,
The Consulate has indeed plenty of
things to take care of. Its main task
is to protect the various interests of
U. 8. citizens in Italy—dead or alive,
When an Ameriean dies in thls foreigr
country, it's up to the Consulate to
see to It that he is buried In accord-
ance ‘with his religious faith and his
financial affairs are handied in o cor-
rect fashlon. As for the llving, there
nre 81l kinds of requests and ques-
tions filed by the Consulate under the
heading of “Welfare and Whereabouts”
—sueh as the locating of missing per-
pons, finanecial assistance in the form
of Consulate loans, all kinds of prop-
erty matters. The Consulate has to
vegister the births of American bables
and the moarriages of American men
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