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Potsdam: City
With A Past

Ghosts Of Junkers Will Stalk
The Halls While Big Three Talk

By Cpl. KLAUS MANN |”
Stafi Writer

POTEDAM

HE BIG Three are golog Lo mest
Again, Thelr previous conferences
were shrouded in sscrecy. Only a few
knew In advance that President Roose=
velt,  Prime Minlster Churchill and
Marshal Stalin had chosen Teheran as
their first mesting-place; Yalta as their
pecono. It wns not until after the his-
tatie conversations had ended that tha
rmlrm lewrned where they had been
el

‘This time the sltuation s diffs
The three staleamen — with Pres)
Truman replacing the Inte Franklin D.
-will get topether as the au-
]nnmn representatives of three victort=
o nations, The continent where they
wilk meet, and the future of which may
be vitally affecied by the outeome of
their discussions, #s jonger 8 a con-
tinent at war, Conslderations of mili-
tary security—even though still rele-
vant and not to be neglected—are no
longer of primary importance, There
nre other viewpoints—political and psy-
chological — which now deserve the
highest priority, Clearly, under such
conditions seélection of the meesting
plnee cunnot but have a certain sym-
baolie signiflcance.

Presumably, the locale selscted for
the pfficial rendesvous Is Potsdam-—the
administrative capital of the Prussian
province of Brandenburg, a town with
a prewar popilation of 136,000, situated
on the river Havel, 16 miles southwest
of Berlin. If Potsdom ls the site, the Big
Threa and their advisers have made
un excellont cholee, Mo other zebting
eotild be more approprinte for this par-
tienlar oeeasion.

HDAM, to pnyone familiar with

Oerman and European history, s a
name feanght with supgestions and ss-
atinng-—mindiul of goose-stepping
nadiers, bargh volces, clicking heels,
|.m-;l other typical requisites of the
Junker traditton, Potsdam fs the birth-
place of Prussian militarbsm and lm-
perinlism. For the past 400 years, this
harmless-looking town hag represented
the most ominous aspects of German
national life and of the German char-
acter,

The spirit of Potsdam s that of na-
tionglistic aggressivensss, obscurantist
reaction, rigid disciplineg, and narrow-
mindiéd Intolerance. It was Lhis spirit
which became virulemt in the {ornm of
Wazism, and which led the Germans Lo
the disaster of total war and total de-
feat, Without the example of the old
Prussinn nrmy, r-hcn* would have been
ng  mode Weh t or Luflbwalie,
Without Frederick the Great—noo Hit-
lerl Without Polsdam—no Berchtes-
gaden!

The Big Three, by making Potsdam
the scene of tholr pourparlers, siress
und dromatizs the utter collupse of
Prussian militaciem. The meanlog of
this gestpre b unmistakable and will
surely be grasped by the Germans. Al-
Livd teaops will parade on the sume
“spored” grounds where Prusshin mon-
archs and generals used to drill their
elite regiments,

Nl’_: DOUBT, Potadam as o meeting
place alzo has adventages of a
more tanegible nature. It's so0 close to
Berlin  that every inhabltant of the
great ity will have a chance to wi
ness the spoctacle of Inter-Allled
darity: In fact, the three main char-
acters of the show are likely to make
some of their pablle aAppearances k. Lthe
capital proper, But while it might be
diffieuit to guarantes the safely of the
official parties in the ruined matropalls,
a smaller towa like Polsdam ecan be
more easlly oontrolled and purged of
all subversive elements,

Moreover, the anclent resldence of
the House of Hohenzollern—compara-
tively little damaged by alc ralds—
olfers adequate facilitics to acoommo-
date distinguished visitors. The three
leaders and thelr stafls will have sev-
eral palacts ot their disposal—among
them the roomy Sladi-Schloas (City
Custley, an imposing struciurs origi-
nally erected in 1661, bot dating in it
present form from the middie of the

JULY &, 1§

Iath Century; the Newses Palais (New
Falace), usad occaslonally by the last
German emperor, 'Wi m LI, uE n aume-
mer regidence; nnd the famous Schioss
Senszouci (Cureiree Castlel—a lovely
rococo manston of one story, built in
the most refined style of that peclod
for Frederick IT of Prusaia, who called
it his "favorlts hiding-place ™ and who
died thers in 1786,

Polsdam s not what one might call
o plcturesque lown; the monotonous
uniformity of its streeis reflocts the
stiff militory testes of (ta founders. But
the pluce s not without a ceckain aus-
tere charm-—a dignified background for
the staging of 50 solemn nnd significant
an affair. The surroundlngs are ruther
charming—with the city Iisell sltunted
on the Poftsdom Werder, an lsland in
the river Havel which héere expands
Into o series of lakes and is bounded by
woded hills, The delegates mpy even
travel from Potadam to Berlin by &
-'lsl.-k mbonk service through the chaln of
akey,

* THE high-ranking tourisis have any

spare time, they may do some en-
Joyable sight-szeeing. There are some
remarikably good samples of 18th Cen-
tury architecture—notably works of the
two outstanding Prussian master nxlld=
era of that time, Schinkel and Enobels-
daorf. As for the Park of Bunssouct, It
enchanting enough with its fountains

Without Frederick — Mo Hitler!

and busts, aven If ik can haedly compets
with Versallles. Members of the U. 8.
delegation may be particularly inter-
ested in n statue of Baron Frederick
William von Stsuben — Lhe German
general who fought ln the American
War of Independence and did such a
brilliant job as dritllmaster at Valley
Forge, The monument—a copy of that
at Wash ington, D, C—was preseated by
the U, 8. Government to the City of
Polsdam In 1911,

But the most fascinating eurlozities
are to be found in the very buildings
which will serve as temporary quarters
for the visiting statesmen and their A
tourage. The palaces and pavilllons®of
Polsdam are full of reminiscences of
Frederick I1, I{Inq of Prussin, known
a5 “the Great.” He i indesd the patron
snint of the place. It i5 to him that
Potsdam owes- whatever grandeur nnd
dignity It may possess,

STRANGE kind of patron saint In-
deed — that tobacco-snuffing
sphinx of Sanssouci! The Germans
nicknamed him “0ld Frite® — which
sounds rather homely and unassuming
Actually, however, Frederick was by no
means the simple soldler and good-
notured patriarcih he has been depicted
Quite the contrary, among all the groat
figures of world history he I8 perhaps
the gne moat difffeult to seratinise—
an extroordinary charaeter rich in con-
tradicHons and ambiguities,
The founder of Prussia’s military
power began his carcer ns an anti-
militarist. He spent most of his youth

Potsdam has charm but it's not what one mngiﬂ‘ call picturesque,

guarrellng with his father — tough,
primitive Hing Frederick William I
(1668-1T400, lllu u,ql "ﬂ'rll’d'-f "=
koenig" diers’ Kingl-—whoss spar-
ton dk ne got on the nerves M’ the
wiphisti I boy. As soon

Pr rick becume
ne turned oub
“soldiers’ ki B

ertainiy mare of military ge
than his predecessor.

The ol and model of ol German
nationalists positively disliced anything
German. He preferred the French lang-
uage, French manners, French com-
pany. While desplsing—or rather, ig-
naring—German  literature, he studb
the contemporary French authors—
especially the works of his Hluskrious
friend and intellectunl mentor, Vol-
talre, the spirited champlon of toler-
anece wnd enlightenment.

Voltalre d for years In Polsdam
as F honored guest, It was
nk Sulmliu stle that these two, the
King of Prus and the literary pre-
parer and forerunner of the Freneh
Revolutlon, id Lhele anbmated dis-
putes—heckil amusing, challenging
each other

us

NDER Voltalre's Influsnee the King
wrote his famous book, Anti-
Machiavel, in which ke trisd to refute
the ldeas of the Florentine statesmuan,
Niccolo Machiavelll (1469-1527). Ag-
eording to this political thinker—whosa
dootrines, by the wuy, had a profound
bearing on the philosophy of Fasolsm
and National Soclallim—any form of
violence or tréachiery may be justifiably
employed by o ruler ln order to main-
taln astrong central government. Fred-
erick, on the other hand, in his polemis
essay, stressed the social and moral
dutles of the soversigns—summing up
his crede In this oft-quoted sentence:
*The prince is nol the absolute mast
but only the first secvant ol his peopla.™
Yeb the man who adhered 0 such
lofty principles roled his country in a
thomoughly autocratie, not Lo say “to-
falltarian,” manner, His so-called min-
isters had Just the functlons of elorks
whose business it was o cxrry out hia
orders. Nor did he shrink from em-
ploying the most unserupulous menns,
whenever he thought It opportune In
the interest of Prussla's greatness and
glory. After having invaded and partly
annexed several smaller countoies in
the best Germanic “blitz™ tradition, he
antagonized virtually the whole Euro-
pean continent .. . Gradually the major
powers became consclpus of this vast
new chullenge—Prossian  imperialism,
A great coalition was formed Lo stop
Frederlek's aggression.  But the Seven
Years' War Europe’s [ght agalnst
Prussia—ended with a negotiated peace.
Frederick held his own and emerged
from the conflictk with considerably
Ingreased political and military prestige
—inote determined than ever o make
his HEtle nation the master of Germany,
and Chermany the master of the cone-
tinemt

HE THREE leaders gatheciog at

Potsdam may remember, during
the Intervals between thelr conlerences,
some of these well-known historical
facts. What would bave bappened—
they may ask themselves—if the Euro-
pean coalition of 1766 had enforced
uneonditional surrender on foxy “Old
Frite,” Inastead of acquiescing in com-
promizsa? How would things have de-
veloped, If the United Nalions ol that

time had stuck together agalnst ths
common enemy, Instead of quarreling
among themsslves?

After the French Revolution, the
5 of Imperial Austria, Cuar=
I atlve pows=
Publle Enemy
e, or ald order,
was thre nmi by the fearfnl Jaeohins.
Could the prmy of Potsdam not be used
as a defense mechanlsm againal Lhe
“red danger"? & ponservalive pows
€ra were only too pleased to admit Prus-
sin to their Holy Alllangs!
The democratie stal
we may presume to be not only his-
torleally-minded but also kesn on pEy-
chological problems—will look at Fred=
erick’s portraits, plastering the walls of
Sanasouct and the Potsdam Palace, and
maybe they will stop o think: What a
pecullar physiognomy|  What a per=
plexing combination o in thia
fnee and this choracler wii ak
once high-minded and treacherous, nn
lddeal and al the same time & cynle.
For all hlz humanttarian philosophy,
he was essentially o mizanthrops, “Cefle
race maudite” amuned rmoe-—wai
Lhe expression | ask wont Lo use when
relerring o man Yet e nbolisle
the tortore In Pross)
himaelf “J'g
champlon of

or — Wi

f du pauvre” — the
o

n that i
Junt

well-beh

erick 11 nuny Cherma

charncters? L went straight
through the pe he was indead
at onee Dr. J ir. Hyde

Unfortonately, r, It was the
sinister “Mr. Hyde" In him who cap-
Evated the Imagination of hils eompa=
triots and who beécame Lhe heen of
Prussian Junkers and jlogolsts. The
Frederick with whose exploits and
whims every German schoolboy has te
be famillar; the Frederick whose name
has been so frequently and ferventiy
Involed by Nazi propagandists, from
Goebbels to Dittmar; the PFrederick
whom the people of Potsdam worship
g3 thelr patron saint. He is nol the
eosmopdlitan philosopher but the Prus-
slan warlord; not the lover of art and
wisdom but the militacist and con-
gquerar] not the genlus but the “soldiers’
king.”

F THE famous Hohenzollern was only

half-bad g8 a man, as o symbol he s
altogether evil. If Frederick was com-
plex and problomatieal, *Old Frite” i
Just a horror,

It Is the “Old Frite" spirit which the
presence aof the Allled -atatesmen in
Potsdam may help b exorcis Tha
Germansd will see leaders, the likes of
whom they have never had. They will
witness the elvillzed eordialily usual
nmong the ropresentatives of peaceful
nations,  ‘They will msk the T
What ls bettor, what ls more ¢
tve—pur meth or Lhelrs? Blltskris
—ar International collaboration®

Under the impreaston of this spectac=
ular lesson, some of Lthem may decide
that in the future militarists like "Old
Fritz" oughtl not to be entrusbed with
too much unrestricted, absolute power
over the nation's fale. And others—
more familiar with the king's ambigus=
ous charneter—may think that Freders
lok of Prussin might havs become &
different, Indeed, o better kind of
leader, if ha had had a more eritical,
more politically-conscious, more free-
dom-loving natton Lo lead.
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