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ASWO ?nhﬂ waves o nusa, staff with ;mrlhhl poper
ﬂr.mﬂ., over new-barn child to chase avm,' devils.

By Cpl. KLAUS MANN
Staft Witer

“The war agoinst Japan iy a war
againgt people and a war againsd
fdeas, The United Nations are win-
ming the war against people, bt they
Phave yei fo give convincing evidence
fhat they are attacking €he ideas
that have made Japan dangerons.”
—Johii M. Makl, Amarican author of
Japanese descent, n his recently pub-
lished book, “Japanese Militarism, I
Cauwse And Cure.”

EFEAT has come to the Empire of

Mippon—{or the first time in Japa-
nesa history. The Emperor, “incarna-
tion of God who rules the unlverss*

mow has to tmke orders from foreign
powsrs. The Japanest Army and Navy
—"imrincible” instrumenis of Nippo-
nase jmperialtsm—have been decisively
crushed in battle. The Japanecse war
lords, who sel out o conguer Asla and
the world;, have utterly falled In their
ambitious plans.

No doubl this unprecedentad debacle
will result in the ellmination. at least
temporarlly, of the milltarist regime.
The sxample of Korechika Annmi—the
Japanese Minkter of War who com-
miltted hara-kiri “to atone far hils fall-
ure in accomplishing his dutles as His
Majesty's minister®—Is likely o be fol-
lowed by other war lords and national=
Lstic leaders, But even though Japan's
military collapse may spell doom for
the gt vicious and most noltoclous
Jupansas militarists, it would be o dan-

gEeTous - mistake to believe that defeat
will b guificient in ftsell to bring about
the end of Jepanese militarism

Alllzd wictory will not be complete,
and pe & will not be permanent, unless
we suocesd in ouring the Japansse
peaple of the moral and mental disease
which has made thelr natlon a3 danger
and a scandal to the civ
Thae great job ahead In defented Japan,
a5 in defeated Germany, Is the re-
cation of the blinded, misguided mosses,
b1 I'I| = sducational task confronting the
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Japanese Shinto gateway ta the Inlond Sea.

Japan’s State Religion Presents
Formidable Problem For Allies

hand, and the ldeology of the Nazi
mMOveme on the other. To begin 1
both regimes—the Japaness and the
German—were based on the ldéa of
racial superiority and on a totalitarian
concept of the State; both pmaln
their power at home with the helj
arganized tefror; both tried to aggran-
dize thelr International sphere of In-
fluence by means of brutal aggression

But if the official philosophy ar
siate religion of Japen—8hinto—shares
many fundamenial jdens with s Ger-
manic pendant, Nazlsm-—there are also
fundamental differences belween  the
two authoritarian systems.  MNazism
wiis originally concelved and publicized
nh o political docirine; it was only laber
In the course of years, that the mystic
impact and appeal of Hitler's program

became obvious and that his movement
gradually sssomed a  semi-religlous
character. Shintoizm, on the contrury

wias a religious. or rather & mythical
falth long belorse modern Imperialists
began to explolt ltz anclent prestige
and some of its rituals and symbols for
the purpases of Japanase power polltles

IN ITS PRIMITIVE form, Shilito
isignifylng The Way of the Gods) was
a palythelstic eult—the nature worship
of an ancient race of agriculturcisia
‘The Bhinto god-world & one of Uhe
most complicated to be found in the
re history of religlons; there wers
as many as 80 million individual deities
The great personages of this crowded
Olympus were the personilications of

eertnin natural forces—ihe gods and
puddesses of the mky, the earth, the
sun, the moan, the rm: of trees

.

untains, rocks, water, springs
. &5eas, of fertility and growth, and
ps other mysterious appearanced
In the world Out of thig |:II'II|'I>’\'Jr
cult of defied elements ed
gradually the patciotic ha IHI. \LI'L!- h
modern Shinto s bazed the begln-
ning. according to this mythleal “his-

of Japan, there wis “tha in
of High Heaven " ‘This was the home
af the gpads 1o wom were  bormn
1a .Ir'-l.,l‘ and fzam f, sometlney pe-
lerrad s Lk Ny Ese Adam md
Eve. This palr was commission Lo

give Birth t
& Jaw
cosmic
that fe
drawn
Japan

o the land. Presented with
sar; they dipped [t into the
d below, and of the drops
rivm the spear as I was with-
were formed the Islands of

HE COUPFLE

véentures, en
In the underworid
returnn from that
himasll in @ river
of waihiing his left eye,
Mikami, the Sun CGoddeds, was born.
Subgequently, the Sun Goddess orders
her grandson, Ninfgl, to descend to the
enrlh wnd o estublish himsell as the
ruler of Nippon. At thix paint, fact
and myth converge in the characler of
Jimmuy—supposedly the grent-grandson
ol Ninigi, and hstorically the first
Ewmperor of Japan,

Shinto. today the state religion of
the Nipponese Emplre, his never been
the only form of worship popular with
the Japanese, The Chinese code of
ethigul laws and practical advices, Con-
fuctarism, has been a rival ta the
natiys cult.  Also, for about a thousand
years. onward from the openlng of the
ninth century, Shinto was oversha-
dowsd nnd more of less anbsorbed by
Buddiysm—an anti-herole, antl-dyp
milc, peace-loving  philosophy  which
coming o India.  pénebrated the
whole Eustern world, including the
Japanese lalauds
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T:{f MODERN revival of Shintoism
gud 1ts recognition as -an official
| deetrine dale back only to
*hen the shogunale, or system of
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Shinto 18 essentially

||| in .hrun
M .\J.m: puts It, “Government has bien
from the earliest times by the lew
and for the few. It has never beon
responsive o the will of the peopla
nor haz It ev acted for their good,
except ax it m further the interests
of the oligarchy

HINTO, in 1ts sssential and pel

form, ls a purely national rellgisn
—Just as |5 Nazlsm. But this lasulae
and chauvinistic character of thele
faith has by no means prevented Japa-
nese gohalarg, Imperialists, and aipe-=
clally the Government from converting
It into an Instrument for world con-
quist Hor was it difficolt to do 30
For onee the primary Shinto premises

are accepted, and onee

of an outside world is ' g,
it follows 4\|In':|':llr'ﬂl\' llml. thi
divin#ly-born Japanese nater raca™

is entitled to rule. nol merely the Japa-

nese slonds or Asia, but the whols
world. "Japan la the foundation wod
the axiz of the world,” a professor sk

Kyota Imperial Unlversity announced
over Rodlo Tokyo, in 1842, “The world
muat be unifled arc i Japan i
out anity there will be no peace.
the world & unlfied under on
then there will be eternnl pem
ia the ruling i of the worlkd."™
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