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Generalissimo Francisco Franco — He's looking for the way out.

Like Mussolini, Fronco offered bonuses to those who raised large fomilies.

The Last Of Europe’'s Fascists!/

- The Days Ahead Are Numbered
For Spain’'s Francisco Franco

By Cpl. KLAUS MANN
Staff Wrirar

HE DICTATOR of Bpaln, Goneral-

izslmo Francisco Franco, has plenty
of worries these days. Ever since the
fall of his former bosses and protectors,
Hitler and Muassolinl, “el Coaudillo”™
(which 15 the Spanish equivalent of der
Fuehrér) has been living on borrowed
time. What s the ofigin of the Span-
ish dictatorship? Why is the nature
of this regime 8o Incompatible with the
principles and purposes of the United
MNatlons? What ls CGeneral Franco's
record?

The government which established
itself In Spaln in 1839, after thres years
of civll war, owes [t3 exlstence to two
foreign powers—namely, Nazi Germany
and Fascist Italy. It was with the mili-
tary, economic and political support of
Hitler and Mussplind that the Spanish
generals, Including Franeisco Frango,
started their revolt against the legitl-
mate govermment of their country. Tha
tenacity and determinntion with which
the people of Spaln resisted the rebel-
lous officers indleates clearly that the
Fasclst movement was not popular with
the majority of the nation. It took
Franco and his followers three years
to overcome this resistance—whieh was
all the more remarkable as the rebels
(or “Mationalists.” as they chose Lo call
themselves) continued to enjoy the ma-
tarial and military help of their Italinn
and Germun friends, wheréas the Re-
publicans, or Loyallsts, were not able
to obtain the most essentinl supplies—
nob even on o eash and carry basis: The
non-intervention policy maintained ky
the democrncles worksd one-sidedly In
favor of the Fasclsts

PAINTS CIVIL WAR was Indeed a

prelode to World War IT—a dress
rehearsal In which the powers of evil
tested, In & moral and military senae,
their war of aggresslon upon the cause
of bhumanity. When Franco's troops
marched inte Madrid on Mareh 28, 1939,
the dictators in Berlin and Rome could
congrutulate themselves on the victor-
loua conclusion of Ao major campaign,
Franco wns right when saying, In
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speech he delivered on July 17, 1941,
that the first battles of World War IT
*were Jolned and won on our soil.*
When the real thing started, Franco's
Interests and sympathles were naturally
on the zide of the Axls, Even befors
the gutbreak of hostilities the Caudille
had coordinated his pelicy with the
Lialo-German line by joining the Anti-
Comintern Pact and withdrawing from
the Léagus of Nations. If he now hesl-
taled to declare war on the democra-
cled, it may have been partly because
of his country’s physical and moral in-
abllity to {nce n new conflict alter three
yeurs of devastating internal strife;
artly because Spain’s status as a “non-
lligerent oliy” of the Axis powers
promised to be mors sdvantageous, for
the Franco réeglme as well as from the
German polnt of view, than an open
military partnership would have been,

HE MASTERS of "Nationalist” Spain
made no secret of thelr loyalty to
the Nazi-Fascist cause, ai long as Hitler
held the upper hand in Europe, During
the opening phase of the war, Francg
and hiz government-controlled press
weare jubllant about Allled setbacks In
1841, the Caudillo stated triumphantiy
in an officlal. proclamation addredsed
to members of the Natlonal Council:
“The wir hos taken a bad turn for the
Allles, and they have loag it.”

Bome months later, In February of
1842, he was stil certaln of German
victory, and promised that “if there
were one moment of danger, I the rond
tc Berlin were to be opened, it would
not be one division of Spanish volun-
tesrs that would go, but a milllon of
Spaniards would offer themsslves.”

The next year, however, found the
Genernlisslmo somexwhat less confident.
On March §, 1843, he appealed for prate
—guggesting that it would be sonseless

to go on fighting as the war hod
reached n “"dead point™ at which “none
of the belligerents has the power to
destroy his opponent.”

UT THE WAR continued, and Franco

went on 2ndisting, by deed and word,
those whom he was wont to call “our
Faselst comrades’ He sent his Blue
Divislon to IHght with the German
Army sgainst the Russlans. He let Spain
serve ad o convenlent supply and es-
plonage base for* the Nariz. Hitler's
agents were free Lo use Spanish con-

(sulptes and embussies throughout the

world Tor the transmission of informa-
tion to Berlln and ns headquariers for
their world-wide Intrigués. Bpanlsh
ahips reporied the position of Allled
merchantmen to German U-boats
Bpanish workers were sent to Gormuny
to ald in Hitlérs war piants, The no-
cilled “neutral” press of Franco Spaln
was a valued Goebbels' mouthplece.
vazl rations were tolerated within
the Spaniah police, the Spanish radio
gystem, and in every department which
could nid Hitler In his war against the
Allies,

The dossler on Franco's pro-Axis fc-
tivities bulges with cvidence, -Even so
tolerant an observer as Slr Samuel
Hoare, now Lord Templewood, had fa
pdmit that “Spaln was practcally a

_ seml-oecupled country in which Ger-

—aan  Influepees  pervaded Imporiant
peotions of nationnl life.” Having served
for five years as Britlah Ambassador to
Madrid, and having been widely oritl-
plzed for his pro-Franco leanings, Lord
Templewood Ratounded the House of
Lords in London with & detalled de-
seription: of how he, the representative
of His Majesty's Govermment, was be-
sleged by theé Gestapo In Madrid. Sald
fe: “1 had many instances in my own
experience of this non-military oocen-
pation. I had the Gestapo living In tha
next house looking over a wall, wateh-
Ing every movement I made and :m&
atantly trying to suborn my domiestis

stalf.” Of course, the democratic world
in general, and Allled authorities
in: particular, were Well aware of whak
wis going on Iln Madrid. Yet ths U, 8,
and Great Britaln maintained diplo-
matic relations with Franco Spaln, As
for the Soviet Unlon, it has never recog-
nized the Fascist Sponish regime. It
is true that occastonal frictions devel=
oped befween the western demoernoies,
on the pne hand, and the Caudillo, on
the other; in July, 1841, Washington
even went so far as impose an em-
bargo on oll shipme Lo Spaln—aonly
to lift the embargo agnin & few weeks
after Pearl Harbor. The general line,
however, adhered to by both London
and Washington, wa accept Franco's
"neutrality” at Its face veiue
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O DOUBT thia concillatory attitude

on the part of the Allles wns dug
mostly to conslderations of military cxe
pediency, The usefulness of this policy
wias particularly obvious ot the time of
the Allled invasion of North Africa. It
was then that the Allled combined
Chiefs of Stafl insisted that every step
possible be taken to keep Spain neutral
Rl to prevent the Germans from en-
tering the Iberian Peninsula. Years af
terwards, in 1844, Churchill appearsd
In Commons “to speak kindly, words
about Spain" which—as the former
prime minister put it—had done the
Allles o great service by overlooking the
concentration of alr and sea power at
Gibraltar for the North African in-
vasion,

At that point, however, this kind of
lenlency townrds the Bpanlsh brand of
Nazis-Fuaclan wis no longer in keeping
with the genernl mood and tendency
of demoeratic world public opinlon. Mr,
Churchill's pro-Franco statement was
whiely criticlzed. President Roosevelt
himself, ot & press conlerence on Moy
30, 1#4, Indicated that he disngreed
with his British colleagus—suggesting
that Spain's conduct nx a neatral had
been less than satisfactory,

WO THINGS had become clear by
now: First, that the military situs-
ton no longer necessitated or justified
o palley of appeasement towards Franco
Bpain; secopd, that the Spanish die-
(Pleoge turn fo Page 12) i
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