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Model City Of Hate

Mazi Cruelty Against
The Non-Aryan Was
MNever More Sinister
Than In This Village

By Cpl. KLAUS MANN
Statf Writer

PRAGUE

ORLD public opinfon s by now
fairly well Informed about the
atrocitiea commitied by the Nazis, Yeb
thore st are mony horrible storles
left untald, many ghastly secrets to be
revealed. The Hitler gang was indeed
Iogeniows when (L came to devising sver
new shades of horror, At Umes their
cruclly assumed a subtle, indeed, nl-
most artistle charncter. One of L
more original manifestations of thix
inventivensss is a place called There-
slenstadt, near the city of Prague.
Thoresienstadt In an anclenk Witle
town formerly used by the Ausbriana ns
a fortress and garrison.  To the Nosis
the place seemed suitable for more sin-
ister purposes. It was there thal they
decided to establish something like o
model ghatto or “perfect” Jewish con-
munity.

T ONE thme this Jewlsh setllemont
hind as many as 600080 Enduabibanibs.
Necdless to say, none of them lived
there voluntarily; they all wers prison-
erd within the town limits, completely
cut oft from the outside world Al-
legeily Uty enjoved sell adminlsira-
tion; They had their own mayor, their
own oourta, thelr religions services. In-
dead the Nasis—uncannlly systematic
ga only madmen and Germans can ba
—went #0 far ng to print o special cor-
rency. Tor thelr victimas, neat handsome
Bills ndorned with a portradt of Moses
nnd with the signature of a man ealled
Jakob Edelstein, “the oldest of the Jews
In Thoreselnstndr.”
et penlity the place was tuled, not by
any benlgn rabbi, bot by & brutal 88
Ohersturmfuehrer, who otcupled the
most prominent bullding L town.
Therealenstadt was in fact nothing but
o glorified concentration camp with sl
the usual terroristie practices. E.sp«--
clally the so-called “Little Fortres
adjacent to the town itself, which wi
neserd most of the grussome Seencs 18
woud Lherse that political prisoners and
the more restive Jews were kept and
Feducated.”

UT WHAT made the whole setup
unlgus, and in & senss singularly
harrible, wns its hypooritieal front of
respectabiiity. It was a most elaborako
biuff{—a show place meant to Impress

Many disoppeared on the deadly transports.

1945

JUNE I,

Visitors saw o peac

foraign visitors, Certain neatral jours-
alists mnd commissions —most of them
Nazl sympathizers as we may presume,
bik still civiltesd enough to be mildly
alurmed by rumors about Hitler's “ta-
clal poliey”—were sent by Goebbela to
Theresionstadt.  And what did they
seel Thay saw o pedeelul JEtes com-
munity—syerybody happy, stores full of
merchandise, no slgns of terror or star-
vablot,

What visitors did not know, and did
not care to find out, wis the fact that
those inhabitants of “parade” ghetto
who showed too conspleuous marks of
maltreatment or malnutrition had to
hide for the duration of the official
bour, Soame Jews whom foreign visltors
saw purchaszing coffes or shoes Lo pros-
perous-looking stores hod to deliver the
same goods at the hack doors of the

same  establishments o few minutes
alterwards,
Jewish childesn to whom disting-

ulsiied travelern offered & plece of
candy had been previously ordered to
refuse the gift .:.13'
ing: “Than
have been en
sweeks all day long
I couldn'%t star
moee of the stuff
Onee & popular
Berlln comed
Kurt Gerron, w
performed Li
stunls for the in-
apecting commi
slon, had b
biackmailed into
daing so, The t 3

of the
ss with his grias
had B cofent reasoi
for prostituting his
misical  talenmt
was the only wr
Lo keep him oug
the next “trans-
port" scheduled Lo
iFave for an un-
known, or rather
only too well-
known, destination.

It was the per-
manent necve-
wracking [lear of
those terrible
“transports™ which
haunted wnd tor-
mented the peop
ol Thereslonstin
more Lhan any-
Lhing else. To board

sich & "wanaport” wos almost tanta-
mount to & death sentence. For lo most
casen the goal was a gas chamber o
Oswiectn or one of the other “annithila-
don® eanps,

Nobody knew when 1L would be his
warn; selectlon of Lhe victims was ar-
dtrary, unpredictable. Certain groups
B the community wers particalnrly ep-
dangecad—mothers with Htile children
for Instance. The leas Jewlsh children
the betier!

Healthy young
hand, stood a

men, an the okthsr
somparatively good
chance to be & d: They could be vssd
az slave labor in the service of the Ger-
man war machine. But none was sale.

One hondred  sixky thowsand Jews
passed through Theresienstadt since
1340, Only about 3000 survived, All

= died thiow

HEN I
few doays afler ifs Ube
found abott 25,000 Jews of all na

PECEOnS Teg
ation cAmps
=d fram Poland

I minority of
transports.
bout 1,000 Therssion-
1y of Lhem only
ged"” bocause of
dren.  They had
years of constant

hid supvived

those who
There were onl
stadt “old-time:
half-Jewlsh or “
thelr half-Aryan
lived through five
hell

T mnt ag
In pre-Hitler de

e prople whom 1 had known
5. One of them was an

aunt of mine—a former aunt, th be
mgre -precise, the reed wife of my
uncle, Heinrich Mann,

HEN THE Nazls invaded Prague In
1936 Meg Mimi Mann, who b of
Crech-Jewish o , Was put In jall and
subsegquently to  Thercaienstadt
Her only child first shared her mpris-
omment bubt wr 1 released, Belng
the daughter of ly “Aryan” Haln-
riech Mann, my cousin had the status
of & miseli im peraon of mixed race),
under Lhe Nn.'.l lew. Consequantly she
wis spared the ghetto, Living L. Pragus
just a few miles from Thereslenstadt,
she wos not allowed Lo visit zer un-
fortunnte mother once during all these
YEArs
I remembered my aunt s an atéroc-
tive woman full of vitality and spark-
ling wit. What I aaw now was & wreck
—u paithetie shadow of the hearty ma-
tron I used to know. I could hardly

aful lirtle gmmunitf—-uwﬂbod-r happy—-viﬂl no signs

aof terror or starvation.

reogiiize her chinged features. She
had lost ball of her welght, her hair
had turned white, she wos partinily
paralyzed. Her face too wns affocted
by the neryous str One hall of It
appeared twisted —fr 1, mi it were, in
& grimace of constant agony.

WAS profoundly shocked to find her
in such a condition. “What have

they dofe to you?" I wsked
ahig

- "Nothing, not really, said, and

hraken necent,
If you hear It
whom you have
othing unusual,™
she eontinued the kind of things
they were dolng to all of us™

“But when did you get paralyzed
I'insisted, *How did L I| wppren? '\'-"hel L1

— & dead,
rather heartbreaki

me from my child, you know. I didn't
know where she was, 3¢ 1 asked my
guard. He prinned and then he said to
‘Why. don't you bhear her seream?
st taking her away, on m
That's why abe yells' Bo I
ght long W hear my daugh-

1 couldn’t hear—naturally
he hadn't been screaming at ail
but wos fast asieep In another eell.

“Hut sould T know & the guard had
lled to me—just for the funm of LY I
kept listening to nll the nolses in corri-
dors and nelghboring rooms. I heard
other people tereaming and I wondered
if It woa her volee, Tt waz a long night
And in the morning 1 couldn’t move my
right arm and my right leg anymore
and my face was all twlsied”

thlng I could say. What
mong other things:
Every German mother should be fold
thix stary. ry Cierman must know
wngs. I tb all Jenew,
the better ones nmong them might auh-
scribe to thoss condid, repentant words
1 have seen written with clinlk all over
the front of one of Munich's moat fa-
mous monuments

The Ingeription I saw In Munich reads
in English translation: "Conceniration
eamps of Duchan, Velden, Buchen-
wald! [ af ashemed that I am a Cer-
man.” The words were followed by a
signature, P. Hoappl—the nume of &
Catholic priest, I w informed, who
enjoys great popula nill over Ba-
varia,

Father Hoeppl might well have added
another name to his terrible list—
Theresienstadt In Crechoslovnkin,
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