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A German-Born Yank Tells
Why He Fights The Reich

Dy Sgt. KLAUS MANN
Special fo The Stars and Stripes

Sgt. Kilaug Mann, with the U. 8.
Army in Italp, {5 dhe son of Thomas
Mann, world-famons German wriler
and novelist.

IRST .camé the greetings from the
President, then came the physical
examination. When I was through with
the physieal, and was found all right,
the psychintrist had a word with me.

Hit wis o busy man, the psyehiatrist at
the Grand Central Palace, New York,
Rather in a hurry, he seemed to be, He

asked me only one quest

"you're of German origln. aren’'t you?

—Well then, do you really feel capable
of fighting Germans?™

I said; “Yes, Bir, T do!™ And I am

afraid that I grinned a little while aay-

ing it, The guestion siruck me as funny.

But in the course of my life in the

e asked the same guestion

“How do men like yoursell,

repeatedly
of German birth and, until recently, of

nip, feel fighting
mirymen?”
isn't &0 Wery
t gquite ensy,

German © clti
againat former «

Maybe the guestion
funny;, after all
perhaps, for any 1 JeTTIAT Persom
to understand why those most familiar
with Germany are most eager and most
determined to fight Nazism and to halp
wips out that obnoxious plague, I am
sure that I speak also for the thoosands
of other formeér Gernian citl2ens mow
active n the waric armies of the
United Nations in saying that our mill-
tant resolution has a two-fold psycho-
logieal and moral souree: flrst, our ni-
taral loyalty to a néw homeland to
ch we are deeply Indebted; and sec-
ir intimate, Hrst-hand knowledge
danger which Hitlerism
to elvilization.

mans
To me, as to most of the other Ger-

terrorism, it
1o contribute

man fugitives from Nazi

wis a matter-of-courss
our humble bit to the war effort of
the democracies, In fact, 1 hardly felt

that I was changing my status or the
essentinl purpose of my life when 1
berame an American soldier. Rather,
it zeemed to me that my new Job was
to continue doing with new weapons
and under pew conditions what 1 had
been doing oll along for the past Len
years, 'To flght Hitler and everything
he stands for, was Indead my main oo-
cupation, ever since the Nazl dietator-
ship was established, in 1833,

1 left the Relch

Mv FAMILY hnd
v |1:III1.H'I|\-' did many  other

GeFin apon ms Hitler came to
POWeT We left although—not being Jews
and not being affiliated with any po-
litical party—we might have been ao-
ceptabie to the ruling gang. We left
beeause we felt that a country taken
over by the Nagis would be an |mpos-
sible place to live in—a plice where the
very air was stifling and poisonous, We
left because we realized that Hitler
wounld inevitably lead the German nn-
tion to war, to disgrace, and to disaster.

We might have thought and aoted
differently—in fact, we might have
found that would be more useful and
more honorable to stay at home |f there
had been o chance to fight Nazism with-

In Germany. But thers was po such
chanes ally in the case of people
who were a6 notorious. from the Nasl
point af view, trilae,

was the Mann
h ad given

There we
|'J|||f(|

my [s
of trouble to

my sisier Erik.

PAueE FUUR

respondent, and my scholarly bub tough
younger brother, Golo—also a riember
of the American Army. Too numerous
and too consplouons to go underground,
wi had to choose betwern compromise
and exile. We had to make up our minds
—aither to play ball with the Nazs or
to give up our eountry. We preferred
the latter.

By doing s0, we did not betruy what
had been fine and lovable in pre-Hitler
Geérmany, on the contriry, we made a
desperate effort to sawve jt

HE GERMAN anti-Nazis In exile—
that ia, those among them who were
politically consclous and aclive—had
the double mission of warning both the
world and thelr former eountrymen

raised in

salute to Fuehrer Adolf Hitler

in Berlin during @ Moy Day

oddress in 1935, But | the

world was neither looking nor
listening

Thousonds of arms

against Nazism, We kept Imploring the
Germans: Gel rid of Hitler! He 15 your
undolng, he will ruin you!', . . Butl the
Germans were denf. Most of them be-
lleved in Hitler as the Messinh—sent
by God to increase the greatness and
glory of the Fatherland

8o we erled out to the world: Beware
of Hitler and of the German people who
follow him! Hitler means war, Get rid
of him, lest you have war on n world-
wide scale! . But the world was not
able. or not willing, o accept or even
to consider any advice or warning from
o - about the
1 serfonEness of the Hitler challens
The world wanted peace at any price
even @t the price of appeasing the arch-
enemy of peace. Adoll Hitler,

The arch-enemy, meanwhile, became
stronger and stranger. 'n the end lw
wis so powerlful that he could no

be appeased. The great showdown had
become inevitable,

Could people of our kind stay aloof
under ‘such clreumstances? Gould we
waver? Could we hesitate?

We had failed twice in our historical
duty, We had not succeeded In pre-
venting Nazlsm in Qermany, and our
volces had been o wenk to arouse
world public opinfon to the Imminence
of the Nazl danger. Now we had the op-
portunity to make good, to o certaln
extent, our previous failures. Now we
had the chance to prove the slncerity
of our convictions: by participating in
llh~ fight agninst Naxi barbarism—the
it which the Germans ‘themselves
Tllll."d to wage In 1933,

0 it difficult to understand thoss
winn refugees who objected to
3 arms “against former coun-
in other words, who exclude:d
fraoin the flight against

This is only a small part of
the huge, fervid crowd that
gathered in the Lustgarten,
Berlin, more than nine- years
ago to hail the official  return
of the Saor to Nozi Germany,
The date was Morch 1, 1935,

Nazlsm. Oneé—Prince Hubelus Zu Loew-
ensieln, & German politiclan and jec-
turer who used to play & certain role
In American liberal clreles—came out
with a publie statement to the affect
that he, for one, could never bring him-
self to shoot at German troops for—
the Prinee argued—by doing to he would
rlsk kllling some uprght German antl-
Nazl and meritorious member of the
Underground.

Not to fight Nazlsm, out of féar of
killing nnti-Maxis! What a prepostercus
paradox !

To begin with, there are, alas, few,
upright anti-Nazis or meritorious mem-
bers of the Underground In the German
Army—or, for that matter. anywhere in
Germany. But If there are any, they
will certainly be the first to disapprove
sharply of such an hypocriticn], wnreal-
Istie and Hogical view. Those among my,
and the Prince’s, former countrymen
who have maintained any common
senge and are still capable of thinking
honestly and independently cannot bat
realize that whatever wé do o lick
Hitler and to break, once and for all,
the evil power of German militarism,
is also done in the Interest of all gincers
German anti-Naxis,

HE COMPLETE defest and extine-

tlon of the Hitler regime ja & vital
necessity, not only for my new home-
land, the United States of America, but
also for the whole world and, in par-
ticular, for my former country, Geér-
many. The Germans who still fail to
fee this will have to be taught a terrible,
lasting lesson,

I do not hate my former countrymen.
I agree—as, I suppose, most Amerlcans
do—with the generous statement Presi-
dent Roosevelt made in his speech of
22 October, 1844:

"We bring no charge against the Ger-
man race @i such, 07 we cannotl believe
that God has eternally condemned any
race of humanity, for we know in our
land how many good men and women
with German ancestry have proved
]1]3’0“ freedom-loving, peace-loving citl-
zens,

Bt if we, Americans of German stock,
cherish freedom and peace, we have to
help in defending th Supreme valoes

-sven If the apgpreasora happen to ba
bur former countrymen.
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Battle Of The Roads

Every Soldier Has A Stake In
Keeping Italy’s Highways Open

By Sgt. STAN SWINTON
Staff Writer

WITH THE S5TH ARMY

HE ROAD runs north. Like a fwisted

rlbbon  In 4 rock heap it veers
through Futa Pass, winds between the
crags al Radicosa, points northward
to Loiano and dying Livergnano. Be-
yond are the Germans and Bologna.

Its name {s Highway 66 After four

o'glock the fog =ifts down ot Futa and
drivers curse, Jeeps and trucks jounce
and slide over an eternal procession
of chuck holes and upthrust rocks. The
snow fulls more oftéen and the mud
freenes.

For months Highway 85 has been the

reatest supply artery for the Sth Armg-
t iz one of the best roads leading to
the front—better than Easy Streel or
the Firenzuola route, which break off
to the east; better than Highway 12,
looping erazlly northeast from Lucca;
the equal of Highway 64, roughly paral-
jeling it to the west; second only to
Highway 1, skirting the Tyrrhenlan
coast,

Todny Highway 65, slong with the
other roada up front, i8 o battleground.
The strugele is old. Operations of mod-
e, motorized armies basically dupend
upon roads und successtul road main-
tonance, And the bare skeleton of hizh-
ways davallable for Allfed use in Italy
has a tremendouns and continu-
ing engineering problem.

8 THE Sth Army throst north of
Florence, unending streams of
heavy military vehicles hammered high-
ways planned for plensure cars and an
oceastonn] Hght truck. Bide roads over
which only 'ox carts jogged were prossed
into service, Jeep trails were blasted up
mountain slopes which challenge mules
Nature, too, played a role. The 1944
fall rains were tremendously heavy.
Waters poured down rocky mountain
sides to gully dirt roads. Secondary
routes were transformed {nto axie-deep
sloughs. Mud plastered Highway 65 and
gurfaced nxis lines.

The battle of the roads was joinsd
Tons of rock were blasied from Apen-
nine crags, then crushed and utilized
s il Ditches were gouged to funnel
off the rain. Craters were patehed. Mos-
sive log revetments were bullled into

Bulldozers, road scrapers and lesser
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weapons in the road malntenance ar-
gennl played thelr part, but the starring
roles went to men and nol machines,
Through day upon rainy day the en-
gineer shoveled sirupy mud off the
roads, hammered home erushed roclk,
Teweled fills and deg drainage furcows
Possing vehicles sloshed mud upon his
grimy fatigues and his feet wers never
dry.

It was A thankless task—but the roads
::ﬁw open. Ammuonitlon, food, clothing
replacements, e blood to an Army,
got through almost without interrup-
tion. Wounded were evacuated. The
tenuecily and skill of the engineers had
triumphed. But the battle &5 only hall
won.

Wma has trapped the 5th Army
desp in the Apennines and short
of the Po Valley. New énemies—asnow
nnd jee—now confromt the englnecr.
And upon his ability to conguer them
hinges the success of winter operations.

The echallenge I8 8 blgger one than
that successfully met by the enginesrs
last fall, a8 o few statistics: fllustrate.
A year ngo Janubry, 12 fest of snow
blockaded Fuls Pass.  Hadlcosa rates
high among critical Apenning snow
pointa, Drifts up to tén feet have been
recorded throughout the snow belt. La
Clsa pass was mantied with snow for
64 consecutive days. In the acule snow
poriod between December and March
an average of 16 Inches Blunkels the
ground at higher altitudes. Even Ig-
noring drifts, maximum depths approxi-
mite 38 inches, Snow hangs on in di-
rect ratio to the-altitude ; below 500 feel
the problem s secondary.

The engineers’ program to meet this
dual threat of {ce and snow is of per-
sonal importance to eévery truck driver
and jeep jockey who must wheel & ve-
hicle up front. It Is just as significant
to service troops in Rome or Naples, for
5th Army military operations in Italy
this winter can succeed in the measurea
that supplies are brought up over the
eroded, overburdened highways.

Fifth Army engineers—experts ke
Col. Willlam F. Poe, Enginéer 5-3, and
Ma). John Kenyon, assistuni Englneer
8-3—began to analyse the winter road
hagards in September. Natives were in-
terviewed, old records studied.

From sheafs of data they extracted
facts upon which their plans could be
based. Slippery roads will present ns

eritical & problem as drifts, Thaws and
quitk freeges are inevitable. The Ital-
inns struggled to keep only two or thres
key rodtes clear through the mountaine.
17 the 'Army i3 to be sustained, séc-
ondary routes {gnored in peacetimea
must bé kept in operation along with
Highways 65, 84 and 1

How' to meet the problem? Rotary
mow plows were mounted on trucka.
Blades wors salvazed from Tkalinn plows
which "the Germans stripped in thelr
reirept! Gravel and sand wis heaped
by roadsides to rescus the truck driver
stnlled before & slippery slope.

But the most unusual featurs was
the chain of snow posts, They were
strung over the snow belf, which falis
in Army territory. From them come op
to the minute radio reports which are
correlated at the Sth Army base stution.
Within thelr doors the stranded GI
finds food, rest and assistance.

V!BI‘I‘ @ typheal sanow post and ses
how they work. Sgt. Forrest Fidell of
Clementon, N. J. I8 In charge. Twice
during the daylight hours and four

A "snow guide” goes up on a
front-line highway.
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times nightly he sends out his ropd
patrol. When it returns with a ceport
on conditions over the post's  elght
miles of ronds, Cpl. George Martin of
Bellevilie, N, J, and Ple. Itle Petruecel
of Providence, B. L, quickly transmit the
data to headguarters,

I your visik comes on o day when
patreds dizcover snow of two-ineh depth,
you'll see Cpl. Juck Wright of Easton,
Pa,, and Ple, Paul H. Releh of Columbus,
Crhio, hoatle out (o8 rotary plow, V-plow
or road groder. Tha old fashloned shovel
muy get a workout, too. If there's need,
crushed rock, ‘gravel of sand will be
sprend over the packed snow or ice.

T the individual driver just about
the most important snow post featurs
is the personal attention it s gesred
to furnish him. 'When the rosd patrol
diseovers & dumaged or stalled vehlcle,
Pyt. Ralph Babbin of Cloucester, Mass,,
and Pfe. Josenh A, Butcher of Palness
ville, Ohlo, bring it in with their 10-ton
wretker,

Onee buck ot the post the driver—
und it might be you—receives first nid
from Pfe. Thomas Fortung of Cam-
bridge, Mazs, and Pvt, Grady Glasscork
of Cambrlidge, Mass, tridned moedica,

Hot food, speclally prepared by Ple,
Harry Schinsting of Phillipsburg, N. J,
follows. Then there's a bunk and blank-
ets for the driver to relax upor until
his outtit sends for him. The sngineers
coneentrated on the big picture of snow
removal—bit the: didn't forget tha O
who wheels the trucks over the roads
thay strive to Keep open.

ARTHIER up front—béyond the Army

nnd Corps tercitories—enginesrs at-
tached to combat divizions will bear tho
brunt of thn battle against snows, For
them the etruggle s more difficult, be-
cause equipmont s lmited.

“We nae bulldozers, shovels and what-
ever elie we ean muster, reports Capt,
Alvin Gosserlin of Lynn, Mass, who
works with the 21t Division. “One thing
which the avernge driver will be inter-
ested in is the road markers set up by
the rondsides. They're from four to six
feet high. Snow won't cover them and
they'll serve as n guide.”

The jeep trails will have to take care
of themselves, of course The highways
will be problem enough. For the samo
reason, Uf your outfit is bivouncked on
a small, side road you'll have to keep
thie rond clear on your own hook Bub
e axis s—Hlghwoy 65 ond tha
others which keep the 5th Army light=
ing—are the enzineers’ tusk

sTeelve hours alfter o storm the en-
gineers will have thinga under control,”
predicts L4 Kenneth H Mayhew of
Canton, N, Y., a fith Army engineer.
"Our job I8 to keep the hivhways clear
for supnly and evacuation. We licked
the mud. We'll lick the snow.™
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