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NOTES ABOUT THE RE-EDUCATION OF THE GERMANS

By KE lanus Eann

I am writing this in a tent, somewhere in Italy.

The Wer in Europe is not yet over, but it will be over soon -~
in fact, it mey already have come to an end, by the time these lines
gzo to press, Germany 1s defeated. That's of course the main thing.

Wer is & bore and a horror, It will be good to have some kind
of pesce egain., Whet kind of peace? Maybe we shouldn't worry. There
are plenty of experts whose job it is to maske blueprints for the
post-Wer world. As for us, our job is the War -- as long as the
Wer lasts...

Yet I eannot help worrylng.

&k

I cannot help worrying when I remember the faces of certain
Germen prisoners-of-war I have seen -- some of them blank with
ignorance and bewilderment; others cocky, stubborn and aggressive,
They are defeated, all right -~ and most of them kmow 1%, too. They

pealize that Germany 1s licked; even the most arrogent ones don't

gsound very convinced or convincing when theyapaak of the new German
Secret Weaspons which are going to bring:?ﬁg decision. They are &
pathetie lot -- weary, fed up, apathetie,

Why then do they continme to fight?

"Becanuse we have to," most of them will tell you. "We're just
little 'Landserg' following orders =-- that's all."Desertion is
technieally difficult, if not impossible. Besldes fhere is the fear
of reprisels against their families. |

But that isn't all. Nor are patriotism or the lust for adventure

the only motives for their stubbornness. They go on fighting ==
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not only beesuse they are foreed to do so, but mainly becsuse they
are unable to concelve a world without Hitler and without war. To
them, war and Hitlerism are the natural order of things; the end

of hostilities and the fall of the Nezi régime are the beginning

of chaos,Utterly lacking in any constructive vision, they believe

in Dr., Goebbels' prediction that a German defeat would be tantamount
ixﬁh an epocalyptic dissster -« not only for Germany but for the
nuniverse,

Then there is their bad conscience. "What do you think the
Russiane will do to us, once we sre defeated?" German prisoners
asked me, "Surely thev'll meke ns pay for whet our S8 troops have
done to them,.,."

And others inquired, with an almost dissrming nalveté: "Why is
the whole world sgainst us? Why are we so much hated?"

waw

When will it be possible to accept the Germans -- those gullt-
laden complices of a cursed system -- again as trustworthy members
of the family of natlons? UnBdmniasbly, the German people, as a
collective body, 1s to a certain extent responsible for the out=
rages of Hitlerism, But to what extent? And why? And what can be
done ro eure them ﬁnih their moral perversionf...

F 4 I am onlv too fgmi}{if with all the complexities of the problem.
The German Riddle has Wept hanntinﬁ/m since the beginning of my
conscious life. I Mmow all that can be saild in favour of that famous
"Other Cermany" to whieh human e¢ivilization is so deeply indebted
and whose cultural manifestations I siss will never cease to admire,
I(ﬁgg;lglggjthat Fascism is by no means a2 German invention or

speciality but a universal danger and disease. No doubt, there
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Pha-GermensHETE PevolatTon: .

Jlievhaye-to-rocept and-face the™ faect thEt most-Germans-are.
Hamis,

Sy

But there is one besiec point sbout which the two schools =-
"ppee Germany" and "Vansittertism" -- undoubtedly agrees the German
people have to be re-educated. (As for the Vensittart school, it
mav be inclined to drop the euphemistic prefix, "re," and to ¢laim
bluntly that the Germans will have to be educated.) No matter what
kind of eonditions -- military, economic, and political -- the
"Unconditional Surrender" formuls may imply-- the issue of Ger=
meny's morel and political re-educatlion remains of-paramonnt, imme=
diste significance, The German people will have to be disarmed,
policed, in many cases punished; but they will also,g;;dabova all,
heve to be mentally cured. To assert that the Germans sre "incu=
reble,"” meens precticelly to deny the possibility of lasting pesace.
The Germen cherscter has been shaped by history -- not by any innate
"pacial" conditions. This character cen ks, snd must bey changed
. by means of edueation -- or else we are bound to. have another war,
in twenty-five or fifty years.

It is a tremendous task -- not to be performed in a few months
or yeers but in decades. But it has to be done. And as it has to be
done, it ought to be tackled now,

0f course, 1t might be argued that the success ofd failure of
such & mental and moral "ecure" will primerily depend on the
material conditions under which it is carried out, and that it

wonld therefore be wiser to postpone the disecussion of any peda=
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rogic experiments until s time when those 1in power will have de=

cided upon a new economic and political order to be established in

germany and Europe. But if it 1s true that any effort to re-aducate
the Germans would be doomed a priori without a sound and stable re=
organization of (German-European economics and politiecs; it is also
tpue that no European scheme will have a chance to function in the
long run without Germany's good will and collaboration. But howy
conld one expect a ressonsble and constructive attitude from a people
that has forgotten, or has never known, the rondamentels of Cinsidebees
mman ethies?

of course, the prohleﬁs of physiecal reconstruction and recovery
in 2 ruined, exhsusted, iﬁ;dverished country like Germany are 8O
vast and so urgent that all enltursl and morsl issues may appear

comparatively insignificant. But I venture to predict that it will

take the Germans surprisingly little time to overcome this chaotic

O~cdev
state. They hate anarchy. An a!!it&alt, herd-working people, they

will manage to rebulld thelr bombarded cities, to reorgenize their
economic 1life., But they may prove incapable of regaining, without

mora
help from outside, thelr psychologiecal and(;;'qaz equilibrium.

ok
The re-education of the German people will have to be planned
and prepered ss one of the vitel campaigns in our effort to win the
peace,
: I em not in a position to know exsctly how much planning aﬁd
preparing has already been done. All discussions of the German prob=
Jem leed to the conclusion that the German people will somehow have

to be re-educated; but in none of the meny books and articles Fhewe




denling with the German problem do we find anything like a de=
finite educational program. Have the basic objectives of the
coming » pedagogical campaign already been clarified and form=
lnted? Arg there competent individuals or committees in charge
of this delicete and c¢rucielly important Jjob?

A1l German school books ~- especielly the history books ==

wi1l heve to be revised. The whole personnel of German schools

and universities must undergo a strict and thorough examination
testing its political and moral qualifiecation. Film industry and
.newapsparﬁ, the repertoires of theaters and radio stations --
a1l mediums of instruction, propagenda and entertainment will
y have to be supervised and directed according to a new cultural

) poliey. Nezl organizstions like Kraft durch Freude (Strength

through Joy) should be replaced by similar institutions of =a

/ 11 fferent terndency. It will not be enough to refute or to ignore

the ebsurd doctrines of Nazism; 1t will be the task of pedagogues
and vublicists to explain and popularize the very principles

. which are at stake in this crisis of our eclvilizetion.

.

Naturally, a new philosophy of life == a new Weltanschauung ==

eannot be taught over night but must be given time to deve lop
radually and orgenicelly. Any constructive effort to establish
guch & new philosophy ought to be encouraged =-- as long as it

1s free of the Na’i and nationalistic becillus. The Germans need

& Weltanschauung, dresthecair to-besebites They are apt to abandon

J"I
N\ themselves to apocalyptiec moods, unless they find a new philosophy

e g moral raison arBtre. '

But the most urgent and most difficult job that will have to

be done 1s, to teach the German people the fundementals of politi=
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cel thinking. There ere reasons to belleve that the Germans ==

(}traditiomllj; lacking in political instinct and initiative --
J ta TN
thve now reasched & state of complete politiecal apethy. Where

{other people have political idess and aspirationmns, there seems
|
f to be s blankness in the average Germsn mind. It's something

\

f 11ke ® pathological deficiency. Just as certain individuals are

|
\ color=blind, the average German lis incapable of visuelizing

t.

/ politicsl problems and reslities.
/ A1l the contacts I had with German prisoners confirmed this

\ discouraging fact. Nine German soldiers out of ten will tell

/ wou -= not without a certain absurd pride == that they are not,

and heve never been, interested in polities. They don't have the
raintest inkling, indeed, not the sllghtest curiosity, what
kind of a German 5cverhment w¢ might be established, after Hit=
lerts fall. Their stereotyped answer to such a guestion is: "I
don't gcare =- as long as it isn't Communisml"™ (None of them wou ld
be sble -=- almost needless to ssy -- to explain what ®"Com=
ennlem" meens.) Occasiomally I was told by German prisoners
that they wonldn't mind some kind of monarchy; but ¥ when I
tried to find ont 1f they were thinking of any special pretender,
thev just shrugsed their shoulders and couldn't even remember
the name of the Hohenzollerns.

The neme of Rudolf Hess was repeatedly mentloned as a
possible successor of the PFlirer, in the case of Germsn de=
feat. Gtﬁers favoured Papen or General Guderian. The most s
{imaginative and enlightened ones == wostly older men -- mumbled
something to the effect that Brilning wouldn't be so bad. &
a&gﬁgﬁlqtrpihofflxﬂhhnnniswinﬁnotr$nn$aﬂ.30&.35#9?:--.unnna
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I have talked to Germen soldiers who had never heard the words “re=
public" end "demoeraev." Some were of the opinion that it wonld be
the best solution for Germany to be ruled by Britain or the United
States, Of course, a few Nazi fanaties grimly anticipete the coming

of "another Hitder", to avenge the German defeat. But the "political"
eredo of the average German soldier can be summed up as follows: "I
don't give a demn under what kind of a régime I live. All I want 1s,
to be left in pesce,”

The Germsns will have to learn the rudiments of ;oclal consc lous=
ness and responsibillity == the ABC of 2 truly civilized and democratic
way of life.

e

We will hardly be in a position to re-educate the Germans, unless
we understand thélr present state of mind.

It’mn_v he correct to presume thsat most of them are by now bitterly
disillusioned snd no longer believe in the blatant lies of Goebbels

propagenda. But 1t would be a dangerous fallaey to undiigrate the tho=

roughness of Nazl indoctrinatlon. Even those Germans who begin to rea=

1ize thet Hitler has led their country to disgrace and disaster, are
not necesearily immune to the poison of Nazi ideology. Hitler's pro=
paganda machine commands more subtle and more effective devices than
Streicher's pornographic anti-Semitism or GOring's primitive rodomon=
tades,

We must not forget that the Cermans still sre enormously "Kultur"=-
eonscions -- today more so, perhaps, than ever before, The more hope=
less Germeny's militery situation becomes, the more frequently and
ferventlv do Germen propagandists reve about the greatness of Teutonie

eulture. As they can't boast anymore of their planes and tanks, they
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haug recourse to Bach and Beethoven, Dilrer end Griinewald. The Germans,
on the verge of defeat, discover suddenly that they were never fighting
for the might and power of the Greater Reich but, on the contrary, for

the meintenance of Buropean culture, Slgnal -« a Qerman propaganda

magazine distributed in the occupled countries -- comes out with the

gurprising statement that Hitler's real war aim was, to keep slive
the spirit of Homer, Plato, and Sophocles «« now threatened by the
onslaizht of the barbaric Red Army. German popular papers and illu=
strated weeklies ~- especially those addressed to the German soldier
«= Are much more highbrow and pretentious than the correspondlng pub=
lieations in Americe, The same SS man who professionally specislizes
in the murder of innocent hostages, finds in his officlal 58S magaszine
poems by HS1lderlin and essays on Gothic masters «« nicely illustrated
yith colored reproductions, The little "Landser" is fed with mottos
hy Goethe and Schopenhauer.

loebbels has adapted his methods to the more solemn and wewne
aaphistieated atyle of Alfred Rosenberg,

Fo-te-he. == Alfred Rosenberg, Commissioner for the Ideoclogical
Edueation of the Netlonal Soclalist Perty .-« whom we should consider
the most dangerous man in Nazi Germnn34tf;oz the educational point
of view, His power will survive the régime; his influence will prove
our most tenscious, most viclous enemy,

Goebbels, for all his shrewdness and impertinence, 1s compnrafively
harmless, His rempant fabricetions will soon be forgotten. The Germans
are bound to find out, in the not too distand future, that they were
fooled, for elmost twelve shameful years, by the most cynicel llar,

But the cese of Rosenbergz is more compliceted.




Rosenberg 1s slimy, pompous y, hypoeriticasl, A cunning demagogue, he
ﬂhag‘fﬁvs
w:&krm—;ﬁm the grandlloguent jargon of the German professor. The
Germans fall for that kind of stuffy to them, Rosenberg is "profound.”
He revels in blg, beautiful words, the meaning of which remains con=
venient ly nebulous. He speaks of "dynamics," "revelations," the "Psustian

Men" (Faustischer Mensch), and the "Oceldental Feeling of Life" (Lebena=

gefiihl). G¢1libly and errogantly, he tries to impress hls reader with quo=
tetions frem the Greek phllosophers and medieval mystics, An intellectual
impostor without any suthentic originality, Rosenberg apes 0Oswald Spengler
== who, in hls turn, 1s a second-rate imitatom of Nietzsche. fhe decline
from Hietzache over Spengler to Rosenberg, in the literary sphere, cor=
resﬁOnds{M%ﬁm the decline from Bismar¢k over Wilhelm II to Hitler, in

the politiecal.

(main wor
Yet Rosenberg!s™ s 1he Myth of the Twentieth Century, should be

f

Of~e
a "must"-book for everybed® interested in the re-education of the

Mada
German people, We Haaowio know what we are up against. We mmust familia-
aJa&ﬁadl
rize ourselves with the tricks of our enemy is our painful duty to

study his gibberish, to serutinize the shady secrets of his persuasion,
For there can be no doubt that Rosenberg's turgid elogquence sppeals even
to those Cermans who look through Goebbels' obvious manceuvres and sre

bored or shotked by Hitler's kein Eampf,

The. leading thoughts of The Myth are well-known snd simple enough.
The two magie words, repeated lmndredy of times, sre Race and Bldod.
The new myth i1s the "blood-myth" == the innate superiority of the
Nordic~-Germanic prace. Needless to say, it is' to the feir-haired species
that our civilization owes all its vital values, The "Nordiec Kan" 1s
gallent and ereative -« much in contrast to the "Syrian-Semitic" bastards

who are sterile and dastardly. The obscenities of Etruscan art (for one
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peason or snother psrtieularly loathsome to Rosenberg), the Roman Catho=
liec Chureh, Merxism, the steck market, Freemasonry, liberalism -~ all

these ere nasty maenifestations of the Syrian-Semitie spirit, for ever
inimieal to the Nordie gzenius. The higher form of life will survive and
triamph only 1if all "Northmgi" -= @specianlly the Germansl -- become proud=
1y aware of their racisl mission., The "Nordie ¥an" has to reject every=
thing that is not rascially pure. Internetionsl or humanitsrien ideas are
corrosive polson. Ideas -- according to Rosenberg -- are "reclally con=

ditioned" (rassisch bedingt). There are no such absolute values as Truth,

Justice, Liberty, and Honor; Rosemberg belleves in. "raclel Truth,"
"pacial Law," "raclal Beauty." To him, "soul is but race seen from within."

A1l this mey sound rather hackmeyed. But what interests us, and what
makes the resding of THe kyth worthwhile, 1s not so much Rosenberg!s
ﬁéﬁﬁ;i;&:é as his wey of presemting them. His demagogy is disgulsed as
scientific research and mystie revelation -- whieh makes it acceptable
even to the most fastidious Germeng, Impudently ambitious, he undertakes
to survey the whole scope of human civilization. He pretends to be omnl=
escent -- thoroughly familier with such varied subjects as Indian wisdom,
Prussisn strategy, higher mathematics, Greek architecture, Chinese
literature, contrapuntal muaic; the Roman Law, and the history of the
Islem. His ecultural panorama -=- in reality ome-sided and superficial -=-
appears systemstic and comprehensive,

Nietzsehe, the most mereiless and most clear-sighted critiec of the

German cherscter, recognized an innate or traditional intellectusl dis=

hopesty as the basie fault of his compatriocts. They are unable or .un=
willing to feee the truthy that is why they like Rosenberg.

He is by no meéans an exception or a revolutionary, but the most con=
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spicuoue and most repnlesive protagonist of & typleslly German school of
thought, There are hundreds of little Rosenberpgs -- presentines the same
kind of intelleetunl forgeries with the same eir of erudite profundity

and sacerdotal zeal. These Weltanschamng tricksters have to be care=

f111v wetehed, The dangerons spell of their psendo-eeientifie rhetories
eannot be expected to fade awavy automatieslly with Hitlerts militery

defeat.

W#e mmet not underrate the prestige and the persuasion of the mystiec-

awletd o)

nationalistie German professor -- no matter“#m'ﬁé'teaches from a univer=
gity cathedre or writes in newspapers and megezines. All our pedagogiecal
efforts will be in vain, if we allow him to keep his grip on the imagi=
nation of German youth,

There are sinister rumors to the efeet thet Himmler and Goebhels
are slresdvy busy preparing a future Nazi underground organization. No

less disquieting, however, 1s the prospect of a coming intellectual

underground movement inspired and directed bv Alfred Rosenbery snd his

11k, If 1t 1s the job of Allied military and eivilian suthoritieslip
to prevent the elandestine survival of the Netional Soclalist Party,
the Alllied, and pro-Allied, intelleetuasls in post-War Germany will be
confronted by the even more delicate'task, to recognize and counteract
the subversive activities of the Teutonie intelligentsia.
Ew

But thils Kultur-consclousness of the Germen people =- so vicliously
oxﬁioited by the highbrow demagogmes E.}E Rosenberg =-- has also its more
enconresing 1ﬁplios?1¢ns. No doubt, the Germans, while turning murderous
and barbarie, heve meanaged to remain "ideslistie" -~ if only in & rather
corrupt end paradoxical sense, Thev =till like to think of themselves

es "the Pecple of Poets and Thinkers" (dess Volk der Dichter und Denker )

== ungwere of the fact thaet thev have become, in the eves of the world,
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.
a people of gangsters and megelomaniaes.

But the faﬁt that the Germans -- notwithetsnding their reecent moral
and enlturel decline -- sre still proud of their genluses may prove ex=
tremely nseful to our educational effort. It 1s true thet this national
pride has always been, and still 1s, rather superficiel and unjustified;
for the Germans have done very little -- and dvuring the last twelve years
lese than ever before -- to live up to the lofty stenderds set by their
own masters. To the average (German, the great German poets and phllosopher
painters and composers, were just ég many names =-- something to brag
gbout, another "mational glory," like the Big Bertha or the Zeppelin.
Yet it is undeniable that those 111ugﬁrious men -- however ignored or

VB kS a-b] & siiably X
misunderstood thelr’ﬁiha&g&a -= 8t1ll enjoy & considerable prestige
gmong their compatriots. Hitler, with the help of Rosenberg, was re=
merkeb 1y successful in meking use of this prestige for his own purposess
a1l the great Germans (excepting of course those of Jewish stock) were
impudent 1y claimed as intellectusl forerunners of the Nezl movement,

This dubious e¢laim geems to be supported and confirmed by certain

out-and-out snti-Germens, Plus royal gque le roi -- or more "Vansittartish

thailvansittart ~=, they mske it thelr hobby to trace "Nazold" elements
125%“: ertistie and intellectual creetions of Germen origing -~ thus
proving that even the most talented Germana.;grnndamentally wic ked,
and that Nezism is not an sberration of the'German character but its
true expression.

Now, quite apart from the fact that it is Seewy.cpimben absurd to
denounce GJoethe and Beethoven as potential WNazis, such a policy strikes
me as most clumsy and shortesighted, from a prectical and tactical point
of view. It ean hardly be in our interest to legitimate the Naezi madness
in the eves of the more literaste Germans by traeing its intelleetual

roots back to the founding fathers and most celebrated representatives

©0f Germanic eculture. Only 1if the Nazi-like tendencies actuslly and




#

alds
obviously predominate in the work of a German artist, should we try
to diminish his influence. (To me, the one great Germen creative mind
who can justly be described as a "potential Nazi," 4s Richard Wagner,
against whom we ought to launech e tactful and reapectful little propa=
ganda eampaign -- notwithstanding the nndeniable fact that he happens
to be Wbae & musical and theatrical genius...) In most cases we will
find, however, that these equivocal or inimical elements are counter=
halanced by mwemé trends and qualities of a more inspiring and more who le:
some nature.

Instead of undermining the authority:of the 1llustrious German
authors and musicians, we should try to strengthen their 1nfluence and

to popularize their messages. Most of the German masters =~ far from

being our enemies -- ere our potential allies; without their blessing

and sssistance we might not be able to carry out our necessary educa=
Ssuperhuman
tional erusede, We need (Goethe =-- the almost ﬁ#lia“prestige of this
great Germen and grest Citi-en of the World; (Alfred Rosenberg, by the
way, predicted that Goethe's influence would decrease during the "hero=
ie" vears to come;) we cannot do without Nietzsche, Wwho is first of all
an incomperable psychologist and a Good European -- not the capriclious
eulogist of the Blond Beast and the Superman. gotthold Efraim Lessing,
the npright echampion of Reason and Tolerance, is our trustworthy friend;
Friedrich Schiller, bard of Liberty, extols with flamboyant verve the
jdeals we are fighting for; Emmammel Kant wrote the Tractate of Eternal
peace, from which we are free to quote some brilliant passages about
colleetive security and international organization. Heinrich Heine -~
the only eminent German poet who was also a sagacious politicsl thinker
and at times an amezingly e¢leirvoyant political prophet -~ could help

we in teaching the Germans the fundamentals of social consciouness.

Hegel -- although politically somewhat suspect -- remains one of the

e
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great pedsgoglcal examples, in virtue of his intellectusl potency

the loglcal grandeur of his philosophic vision, And why should we

courage the cult-like devotion of German Youth to such pure poets
Friedrich HOlderlin, Reiner NMarie Rilke, and Stefan George? Their spi=
ritual integrity snd sublime fervor eannot but have s healing influence
on confused, struggling minds. It will be our task, not to guestion the
velidity of Germaen mesterpleces, but teo prove that thelr very spirit is
incompatible with the preposterous doctrines and shocking practieces of
Nazism,

The great (German composers are definitelvy on our side (with the one
above-mentioned exeption)., Their sppeal is universal -- gloriously trans=
cending and refuting all nationalistic narrow-mindedness. Bach, Gluck,
and Mozart; Beethoven, Schubert, and Schumann; Brahms, Bruckner and
Eahler are the most persuasive advocates of s "Better Germany3" there
12 no aggressiveness or arrogance behind the triumphant power of their
symphonie eloquence. We can trust them; they speak our language, or the
language that should be ours -- the idiom of human solidarity,

Do we want to lead the Germans back to the ethos of Christisnity on

which our eivilizetion rests? Let them 1istenm to Bach's Mathi¥uspassion

-= one of the purest and most lasting monuments of the Christian-peci=

dentel genius, <~ Norzart's The Magie Flute -~ besed on the rituals of

freemasonry -~ is an enchanting song-of-songs of Enlightenment and hu=

manitarian ideals; it ouzht to replesce Die Kelstersinger as the represen=
tative festive opers at German theaters, Another operatic masterplece

glorifying the idea of Preedom is of course Beethovents FPidelio, which

wé should trv to make as popular as lohengrin and Tannhiuser.

It was a gemerous and significant gesture on our part to choose &
jeethoven theme as the leitmotiv of Allied Vietory. I would like to take

his meaningful selection as a rromising omen for our educational policy
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in post-yar Germany. Our polley should be, to cure the German dlsease

vith the help of the anti-toxin inherent, if only latently so, in the

German national organism,

-k
I recall once more the faces of the many German prisoners with whom

Hant

dict my relative optimism, Yes, thers 'were nasty fellows among them ==

I have talked during the pest few i« Some of them seem to econtra=

dumdb, brutal, complacent, incapable of any cenerous impulse or any honest,
independent thought, Can they be educsted? Will they ever respond to the
appeal of reason and decency? Fraenkly, I do not think 80; nor do I know
what should be done with them. The only argument they understand is phy=
sical force. In many ceses we will have to use it,

But I remember also the helpless and bewlldered ones who looked like
vietims rather than like eriminels, Surely, they would not be impervious
to onr educational approach. Disappointed in Nazism, they seemed lost in
8 kind of intelleetual vacuum -- waiting for adviee, for moral suppoert,
for guidanee. Thelr yearning is dark and muddled =-- mostly subconse ious,
inarticulate, Yet there it 1s --'and it will be our task to awaken and

develop this rudimentary impulse -- awey from barbarity and retrogression,

towards higher and sounder forms of mam civilized humsan life.




