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ROTES IN CZrCHOSIOVARILA

By
Klaus Bann

(of “"The Sters and Stripes”)

somewnere in Czechoslovakla, May 17, 1945 == Thls dnteline has

nothing to do with military security; I simply don't know where Wwe
are., Maybe this place doesn't have eny name? It lsn't even a village
-= just some Mifd of isolated hamlet. Three or four farmhouses and

a tiny church == that's all.

well, we are not in a position to be particuler. (ur car broke
down. It was she =- I meengulGewss our capriclous vehicle == who
picked this out=of-the-world locelity. Besides we might have been
much less fortunste, The house is glesm, tha people ere as nice and
helpful as they eould be. And I wouldn't be too surprised if the
ethletic~looking young Czech ¥Fartissn who promised to teke care of
our restive sutomobile, turned out to be a competent techniclan,

As my assistance would only complicate shdeedow-down his job, I may
es woll take it eassy end jot down a few notes,

I am feeling kind of keyed-up beCause 1 am EEEQEE_-- in snother
country, Not that there 1a'nnyth1ng unuaua; or exelting sbout our
eroseing the frontler between Austria end Czechoslovekla; that is
in itself & rather trivisl event == in fact, 1 don't even remember
heving notieced any boundery. But this part of Czechoslovakla hea been
liberated, end is now being protected, by Czech and Russian grmiia:

thet's what makes our trip somehow sdventurous, This is the first

time since I came to Europe, oightooﬁlmonths £g0, thet 1 am én o
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CZECHOSIOVAKIA - 2

territory not under Anglo-apmerican jurlsdietion, ,fﬁ—ﬂ}

At long ee® you stick to American-occupled Aidhane 2 you'll have
never left home, (Of course, the scenerles change as you move from one
Buropean "theater" to another; but there are always the same Americen
uniforms snd vehicles, the seme gmerican faces and sccents, the seme
amerlcen officers and regulstions, As soon as you step out of "our"
zone, however, things begin suddenly to look different,

If we (I am tfavalling with Howard Byrne of The Stars and Stripes,
Parls Edition) had entered Czechoslovakia from the mountainous region
of the Bavarlan forest, we would heve found ourselves before long
eating chow in & nice American garrison town by the name of Pilsen,
But we took off from Linz, Austria, this morning and proceeded east=
wards == thus leaving behind our feamilier GI world, Presently our surs
roundin.s assumed an exctic aspect,

That 18 not to say that there was anything welrd or hostlle asbout
this unfamilier milieu =- on the contrary. Everybody seemed pleased
to see a couple of americanss we were received as friends, The Czech
civiliens in the villages waved at us, and the soldlers =- Russisn
as well as Czech == saluted and grinned and shouted " : nakil®

This word works like a magiec « Whenever a road .4-t0ppld
us and didn't recognize our insignia, we had just to introduce our=
selves as l."ﬁ;:nnu::'i.tnl:l;nid.," and our man was all emile, In view of the
affectionate light which this one word, "Americanski," kindled in
bearded Russlan feces and in stern Czech physiognomies, 1 remembered
what wendell willklie once sald about the enormous reservoir of good
will nnd.reapact which our nation commands all over the world; but

NORE
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I recalled mlso whet he edded sbout the great responsibilities this
universal prestige involves,

The €zech and Russlan troops, both so sincerely cordlal in their
attitude toward us, seem to be on the best of terms with each other
as well, There was plenty of military traffic on the hizshways == partly
in pmerican-made jeeps and trucks, partly in horse-drawn vehicles ==
and there were long columns of liberated slave workers and prisoners,
On crossroads and at particularly crowded spots theses movements were
directed Dy smartly uniformed Russian policewomen who had en at once
euthoritetive and greceful manner of manipulating their little red
and yellow flags,.

There were plenty of flags all over the countryside == & lavish
exhibition of Cszechoslovakia's netionsl colors presented side by side
with the red Soviet banner, the Unlon Jack, and our Stars and Stripes,
gven the smalleat villages through which we came were stively decor=
ated, with portraits of Benes, Masaryk and Btalingzgziiizgzintht
windows,

The peasant woman in whose house we may have to spend the night
told us that Benes n:? Just returned to Pregue snd was given a great
ovation. She ?‘ a sturdye<looking old thing == kind and resolute and
probably rather shrewd, I speak German with her, although she told me
that nhn;ﬂhean't have much use for the Germans; but it happens to be
the onk;;lﬂinm which we both understand,

The $oom into whioh she invited us has aelready been fixed for some
Runli;# officers whom our hostess expects to arrive eny day. The wall
behind the beds 1s adorned with a huge erucifix hanging just over the
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CLECHOSIOVAKIA = 4
trinity =< Stalin, kasaryk, Benes,

pPrague, May 18 -~ It's wonderful to be here, to see the city again,

to find 1#’ free == gnd practically undemeged,

wnat-g.difraranna between thls place and the gloomy, ruined German
towns where I spent the past weeks| Here, the lights are on, most
stores and hotals are open, the streets are teeming with people. And
all those flagsl Prague looks lndeed llke a victorious cepital,

Too b;d we missed yesterday's ureat parade in honor of Benea' re=
turn, It must have been quite a spectaclel But even without having
seen the marching formations and the cheering crowd, I can imagine
the enthusiamsm with whieh the Czech people welcomed their own leader,
after six years 'of bondage and foreign rule,

Benes' popularity seem{ to have enormously lnereased during the
time of hls sbsence, He has alway®s been liked and respected, but now
he is loved as the symbol of nationel freedom, I daresay his prestige,
at this point, equals thet of his great mester and predecessor, Thomas
Ge Masaryk, Czechoslovekia has a new "pPresildent-Liberator"...

From our room, at the good old Shroubeck Hotel, we have a beautiful
view over the Wenzels Squere., It's fun to watch the animated crowd
== Czech clvilians agnd soldiers, with a sprinkling of Russien uniforms,
No Germansl)

The question 18 where we'll be able to get a bite to est. The
Shroubsck menagey informed us, politely but positively, thet he could

not feed us unless we had ration cards. Unfortunately, we don't have

e

any. , _ i )
- | / (g liam)
There was a thap hanging around in the lobby == a t&gy‘ﬁ:, prey-

/ b
heired, rather distinguished-looking old boy == who told us that he was

/ | ;g. MIRE
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an Amerlcan, indeed, a New Yorker, and that he could easily get us all
the food we wanted., But for some reason 1 don't fedl like sscepting his

generous offer,

May 19 == Breakfast end lunch st the Aleron Hotel where most members
of the new asdministration heve made their provisional homé. A Czech doc=

tor and government offleial, just returned from exile, introduced us there

and mede the necessary arrangements. The amszing thing about is is thst
the man herdly knows us. He just met us on the Wenzels iiii. Square and
welcomed us as Americans, : l

In the apleron lobby we were presented to the néw Prime Minister, Flers
ling =« former pmbessador of Czechoslovakia to Hoseoi-g—-, and to Prof,
Pazak, Minister of Information., We told the latter that we would 1ike to
have an interview with Benes, and he sald that he would forward our re=
quest to the preasldent's office. We were tautrully“idvistd, however,
that right now the President is exceedingly oocupiid and would hardly
have time to recelve any correspondents,

One of prof. Pazek's asslstants, Mr, Vaclav Zizka, deputy chief of the
press hapartmant. asked us whether we would be interested in pgmnoting
General Charles Kutelvaser, the military lesder who directed the uprising
of Prague's population against the Nazl yoke, We sald that we would be
happy to accompany Mr, Zizke who had to see the Genersl this morning,

On our way from the Aleron to Kutelveser's headquarters we passed

by the ruins of ygthe enclent City Hall -~ destroyed by German boubs at

a time when the Armistice had ltllrlady been signed. There were other

marks of the recent struggle, In meny streets we found the pavement still

torn open or inadequately repaired -- reminding us of the barricedes
MORE
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behind which Czech men and women risked their lives in the fight
against the oppressors,

Everybody we met seemed eamger to tell us ell about this violent
end glorious eplsode, We heard the epic story from eyewitnessee and
actual participants; it wes dlsclosed to us by enthusiastic lads
wearing proudly their brassards with the letters "R ¢" (standing for

Revolutionary Guerd), and we learned further detalls from the officer
who was in charge of the whole operation,

Eutelvaser with whom we hed a long and cordiasl talk, described
dramatically the development of the patriotic rebellion, It all started
in the evening of May 4, when people in certaln districts of the
capitel deomnstrated sgeinst the Nezi regime by tearing down Germean
road signs and posters. The next day, May 5, the first clashes between
Czech patriots and Cerman troops occured; the streetfighting continued
and ineressed 1n violence until May 11,

The rebelllon was a sponteneous, not to say improvised, upheaval ==
inadeguately prepared and organized. The patrilots were lacking in arms
and ammunition. Constantly watched and persecuted by the Gestapo, they
hed been unsble to communicete among each other and to coordinate their
strategle plans, There was no such thing es a revolutionery army;
the movement consisted of numerous 1solated groups - Czech deserters
from the qumnn,ﬁchrmloht, units of the Prague police foree, student
orgenizations, /and so forth. But once the actual battle had started,

this miltttnt'vanguard of liberation was supported and joined by the

masses.
'!oqﬁhutt keep this in mind, if you want to understand what has

r.nll#?h.ppcnnd,' the Genersl insisted. "The Battle of Prague was not

/
i MORE
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fought by military professionals but by the people themselves, Every=
body took part, everybody contributéd his share «- not only our men
but also our women and children, Those who were unsble to fight helped
by bullding barricades or airrying weapons and supplies. It wes indeed
an uprising of the peoﬁlq.if there has ever been onel"

In spite of so much patriofic unity and such great collective heroism,
the situation ;gﬁkiﬁ grin about_lay 1l. General Toussaint, commander of
the German nnuuﬁltlon'urmw, had asked for o reinforcements; five German
divl-iona were npproachina the capital, "The Russiens came Just in time
tof relieve uut' sald General Kutelvaser, "To us, they looked like
angels as they moved on from Dresden with their heavy armour and er=
tlllery, But agaln, théy might not have been able to take the city as
quicklx}ls they dia, if it hndapot been for our preparatory action.

And 1f we had not kept the Germens busy, Wh Prague might not existy)
anymore; thono.i;gﬁ.ia would uﬂdoubtodly have carried out thelr plan
to blow up our ¢epifsl in its entirety,”

senee 1 Ialﬁjuat interrupted by a telephon call from the Einistry
of Inrbrhltion. The President will see us this afternoon, That's indeed
much mqrt than I expected, From a professional viowpoint, I suppose it's

’i‘hEA&)

something like a scoop. S0 two Sters and Stripes e.iqq-gi-i-ta are

(O~ RS fon iy

the first uswap > © be received by Benes after his return to

the liberated capitel of Czechoslovakial

The lsgg ;. later -« I didn't find Benes much changed. He received

us in the same room in the Hredshin where I talked with him in 1957,

As I congrnpulatud him on his triumphant return, he salds "1 have never

doubtqdiﬁhgﬁ I would come back, a little sooner or s little later, and
i o3 | " MORE
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that I would be ﬂl:wdﬂﬁ by wmy peo;:-ly; The men and women of
gzechoslovakia are with me because they knﬁw that my heart has always
been with them, even when I was compelled to fight and work for my
nation in foreign lands."

His eountry, he told us, hes emerged from the ordeal in astonlshingly
good shepes The nation is today more united than ever; there have
herdly been any quislings.

"as for our economic situstion, it will quickly improve," he sald,
" fmportant parts of our industrial plants have fortunately remained
intact, I venture to prediet that in about two or three years from
now, Czechoslovekia will have regeined the prosperity she used to
enjoy before the German invasion,"

The country's present division into two different zones =« one
occupied by the Americans, the other by the Russians -- doeés not seem
to worry him, "The administration of the Republic is firmly in the
haends of the Czechoslovakien Government," he insisted.

of eourse, the presence of forelgn armies involves al/ways a cer=
tain amount of inconvinlences, But == Benes emphasized == the bahviour
of both the Russians and the Americens is absolutely correct. "The
Russians, he sald, "have so far fulfilled conseientiously all their
promises, and I don't doufit thet they will will continue to do so
in the future. But, naturally, we will have to live up to our ob=

ligations as well, For instance, it 1is our duty to feed the Russian

forces as long as they are in our country, Thet may not always be easy,

but it has to be done," '-wi_}.ﬁd:u.;” #u,ti‘j

There was one point m;:l.%h Benes stressed repeatedly
3 tataant
ofounr-converentdon, "The well-being of Czechoslovekia and of Europe,"
A MORE
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he sald egain and again, "depends on one vital, indispensgble econditionsg
unity awong the three leading powers -- Greet Britaln, the United States,
and the Soviet Union, If they continue to collaboraste in peace as they
did in war, we may live to witness an ers of progress and prosperity;

if they feil to do so, there will be ass anarchy and silsgster,"

He 1s not afraid that the interests of the small nations will be
unfevourably affected by the lasting slllance of the Big Three; on the
contrary, he feels that the permanence of the present coalitlion 1s the
only thing for which all (% netions, great or small, can hope,

When leaving Benes, after one hour of stimuleting and instruective
conversation, I wes as full of respeet and admiration for this man
as I had been after our first meeting,.

No doubt, it is his ardent idesllsm to which this leader owes his
energy and endursence, But in his character this idealistic elan is
combined with a good deal of political shrewdneas and reaslism, Benes
possesses both feith and flexibllity AL combination of talents and

impulses which makes him akin to a -bren't American President, the late
1 \

Fe De Roosevelt, B

"~

Mey 20 =~ The fact that we have seen the rrutdont.: and that our
dnterview has lasted for an hour, lt‘.irrod.'_qu:l.tc nl sensation In the
Aleron lobby. Everybody wanted to know whni:lﬂpm h;d a.i:‘é;, what kind
of lmpression he hed made on us, and so forth.

¥het a curious place this Hotel Aloron is, with his colorful erowd
of governmental funtionarles, higheranking Czgoh and Runu‘# officers,
diplomats, naﬂp.pc{;\mon, Czech pllots 1In dapper RAF un:l.foru"-. Kost of
these people have just come home, after six years .o-f oxlh.ir'l'hly seem to

{ /  MORE
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feel somewhat strange and forlorn in thelir own country, One @ young
flier told me that he was born end brought up in Pregue, and hoy home=
sick he had been during the _pg_gt_llui.x yearas which he spent in Poland,
France, England, and in the (i;géver many a battlefleld. "So now I em
back et 1na't,."' he saild, "It's wonderful, of course; but EOE!OHO'I it isn't
quite what I expected. S0 far, I haven't been able t%any of my
relatives or old friends, The Nazls knew that I wes fighting them; that's
why they have arrested my whole fnmlly.;."

It's indeed an extraordinary milieu; any reporter who hangs around
this lobby long enough should be sble to plek up a lot of firsterate
storlies, But to me, the monf‘ remarkable thing sbout the Aleron are the

meala, Three times a dey eall these importantelooking gentlemen Wthﬂ.r
ladies sssemble in the hotel restaurant -- the typlcal pompous dining
room of a typlcal pompous Europeéan pelace cseravansary. Respectfully
weleomed by well-trained and dignified waiters, they take place at
beautifully set tables. The walters, with long coat talls, white neck=
s a

tle and all, rush to the kitechen end return, to present «-
what? A cup of lukewarm ersatz coffee without eream or sugar, two slices
of ineredibly poor blesck bread, end a bit of very dubious Ju.m, _g‘iut':
what the gjovernment hes for breakfast; if you offered _%
reations to any GI outfit, mutiny would inevitably break out the sawe
worning. A8 for the lunches end dinners served at the Aleron, they e
Slmmemmt. aron't any better,

But nobody here seems to mind this abominsble food; nobody ceres;
the Aleron clientele has other worries and interests., How keenly and

heatedly they converse among each other, during thelr pathetic meals and
MORE
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aefterwards in the lobbyl There are sc many things to discuss, so many
problems to be tackled.

"We'll have to work == all of usl We'll have to work very hardl" It
was one of Czechoslovakia's leading bankers who made this exelamation,

the L istaraple
with(Pﬁi*n§v!EFEhing accent of fervent sinscerety, We had dinner with him
tonight, He didn't seem to notlee how poor the food was he ate while he
kept telking about Czechoslovakia,

"This 1s not a time for besutiful words," he sald. "Reconstruction is
& hard, &é;#i:; task. Beautiful words won't help us, One thing that would
help us == the thing we need wesmesd most urgently right now -- is transs
portationl Don't you see? we need lorriesl How caen we start reconstructing,
if we don't have enough vehicles to transport our men and our material?
Llorries, thet's what wé should getl lorries, my friendsl A vest amount of
themi"”

I'1l never forget the passionate expression with which he ¢imea.coried
out this word =- "lorriesl" It sounded as though he were invoking Liberty,
or Justice, or some other lofty ideal.

"Liberation was just a beginning," the banker sald, "Now we've entered
e new phese, The phase of lorries =~ if you know what I mean,.."

Yea, I suppose 1 do, Let's have plenty of lorries for Czechoslovakia,

MY 2] == et ormtt e beeamibn [hore seem o be less

Russiens in town than we found et the time of our arrival, As we mentioned
this observatlon to one of our friends at the Aleron, we were told that
the Red Army has already begun to evacuate the Czech ceplital.

Lunch with some officers of the FPirst Czech Brigade recently returned
from Russis. (Incldentally, the Army seems to be much better fed than

the Government...) All these men have not only an impressive militery
MORE
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record, but they have also pleasant menners and a good deal of mature
intelligence.

I think this combinatlon of toughness and sensitivity is more frequent

in Czech charaecters then in other me nationalities, I heve known meny
vesolante Sk
Czechs who were at once ﬂiti’rinnd and civilized; dehawmdeslt determined

and uncompromising, yet urbane and open-minded, It's a good, well-
balenced mixture,

The Czech are an excellent people, They will play a constructive,
significant role in the future of this continent and of our eivilization.

The same day, later =~ Curious, rather unplessant experience with

the grey-haired American who lives in our hotel, Finally we accepted
his invitation to have a glass of wine with him in his room, He talked
e lot, in a nervous, uneasy manner, While tryling hard to appesr non=
chalant, he could not conceal s peculiaer embarrassment. The elegance
of his motions was forced; there was something hectic and exaggerated
about the friendliness with which he treated us. Scon enough we should
find out what:. made him so fldgety and z=o apologetic,

He -, in Germany during the whole war, without ever getting
interned, So far, he hed kept away from Americen suthorities and hed
not yet visited the Amerlcan~held zone of Czechoslovakla, He asserted,
however, that he was anxious to return to "good old UgS.As" == mainly
for the purpose of sulng one of the popular New York weeklies which
had "slandered" him two or three years ago,

At this point our host did something almost ineredibly inconsiderate,
He produced, first, the allegedly "slanderous" erticle, and, second,
the letter he hed written to his G lawyer regerding the whole affalr,

MORE




CZECHOSLOVAKIA == 13

This letter, which he was nsive or foolherdy emough to show us, confirmed
beyond any doubt the axposé published in the Americen megezine, The men
(was desa~vcbed )
whose falrly good red wine we were just enjoying, AT
by the popular New York weekly aes a "shortewave traitor" in the service
ef Dr. Goebbels, And that is whet he actuelly was, according to his own
presentation, 4 resident of Berlin for a nuuber of years and an ardent
Nezi sympathizer, he fwd made a living, before and after Pearl Harbor,

by broedessting German propeganda to the United States. In other words,
owr nervous host wes a minor lord HaweHew or Ezra Pound,

1t wes only towards the end of the war, when German victory became
more and more doubtful, that he retired from his lovely jobs The past
two yeers or so he spent in a Bohemlan spa, from where he proceeded to
Prague weah after the German collapse. The first thing he did in the
Czech capltal was, to present himself as an Americaen citiszen to the
Einistry of Information end to droadoast an enthusiastic e:i:b;;ilnn of
the anti-Nazl uprising. A fellow with principles)

Obviously, he had expected us to be amused by his story or even to
sywpathlize with him in his predicement, Qur disgust and indignation
seemed to surprise him greatly, "I'm extremely sorry you're taking this
view;" that was all he hed to say as we expressed our feelings in harshly
stralghtforward words.

We went over to the Aleron and reported the case to a competent Czech
personality, He promised us to heve the matter investigated, an hour
later we were informed thet our shortewave traitor had been arrested by
the Czech polioq.ghﬁ will be turned over to american suthorities in

pilsen, €7 ) : G tla e/

I suppose tﬁ#t investigations about him mey still be going on
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is why I prefer not to mention his name,

May 22 == I hate to leave Prague, There are so many issues about

which I would like to gather additlional informetion,
unaﬁ about the Sudeten problem? Will it be possible for the Czechs
to live in peace with the Goebbels-infected Germans of that srea? Will

it be possible to evecuate the whole Germnpﬁppeaking population?

#

&

ghat ebout Slovhkie? A veri%inﬁqlligant Jil. Jﬁat arrived from

—-—

Bratislava, told me thet Nezl propaganda and Nazl bribes have not been
without effeet in that part of the Republie, The Slovaklen administration
I understand, still recognizes certain antiesemitic laws introducsed by
the Germans,

And what about those lorrlest

Clearly, there are plenty of difficultles confronting Benes and his
collaborators, But then, they are just the men to master even the
most dellcate situastions, I heve a lot of conflidence in Senes and in
his crew,

I have a lot of confidence in Czechoslovakia, If eny natlion has, and
deserves, a chance to recover quickly from the tribulations of the past
few years, then it's thls one.

pemocrats by instinct and tradition, they cherish thelr own freedom
and respect the rights of others. They are good patriots and good citize
of the world, They heve a shrewd, courasgeous leasder, and they have a
beautiful capital,

1 really hate to leave Pragud,

THE ERD




