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Will the ¥rance o the future -- the liberated France -- recognize
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her genius and her arame in the words of those who ¥e today her lovers
and hﬂraid$ in exile? It would be h?z§ygﬁy§.yplma;zh;rgq;qtiqns. ~ o
Was it not Ignazio silone whom the intérnational reading public
8cclaimed as the representative author of anti-rascist Italy? Silone's
WOTK -- hitherto unknown to his compatriots -- is now available in the
liberated parts of ltaly. surprisingly, his master novel, Fontamara,
Was received without enthusiasm. The Italians, in Italy, don't seem to
Care much ror exile Silone's ltalian style, nor do they find his vision
Of 1taly accurate or attractive. Uf course, they appreciate the serious-
Ness of his message, the_integrity and pen&traﬂfg;ﬁf his mind. Yet
there is a curious lack of response. The opinion prevails that Silone
does not livetquita up to the great prestige due to his international
Successes. y
Temained in )
The undisputed intellectusl leader of iree ltaly is a man ﬁHU-)r-n-r
Wit his homeland -- without ever meking any concessions to the Fascist

regime -- Benedetto Croce. The spiritual authority of the great historian,

critic and philosopher,is comparable to the one lMaxim Gorki enjoyed in
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the Soviet Union, during the last aecade of his life. Lroce pSa=dlady-
bodEyy is much more than just a leading literary figure: he is indeed
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That is why a new magazine founded uJuerﬁ)IE/auspices)&ﬂeﬁauliiihr

& moral, political and intel.ectual power.

ﬁmtndq has a good chance of playing a significant role in the future

Limbedy of Italian letters., aretusa, iivista di Varia Lettersturs, the

fifst number of which appeared in Naples this month, is not directly
editea by the grana ola manp out it is to his personal prestige and
to his stimulating advice that the new venture owes its existence and
its character.

Aretusa's editor, Francesco Flora, is one of (Croce's friends and
dlsciples; Groce$¥talenteu daughters, slena and Alda, take an active
interest in the new review: the first issue features an essay by Alda

6e
Croce on the ﬁpanigﬁiﬁg;ciiasco de la Vega (whom she presents as "the
Spanish Petrarca") and contains a book review by Llena., Uther "Croci-
&na"™ in the same number are an original article by Vincent Sneean
“4ealing with Croce's friend and publisher, Laterza, in the City of
Bari, and a paper by Francesco Flora, surveying (roce's recent poli-
tical writings. woreover, Croce's spirit is present in the editor's
introductery message -- dmmanding and analyzing a constructive and
determined humanistic philosophy as the basis oi ltalian intellectusl
lifej rejecting Fascism as an "essentially un-ltalian concoction of
various barbarous doctrines" (including the "extreme romanticism of

the bombastic and innocent Nietzsche"),




D

Aretusa, No.l, is not startling or revolutionary, but it con-
tains a lot of significant and sound material. Une might have
wished to find in the first issue of the first Free-Italian literary
réview some samples oi creative writing in post-Fascist Italy. How-
ever, there are only srtic¢les =~ all of them well-written and
topical: & paper about the reconstruction of damaged historica
monuments, a piece sbout, Italy's place and function in the post-
War world, sn essay on ‘contemporary Italian poetry, and an article
about Surrealism, by the editor -- srancesco Flora. nis approach 1s
more critical and more detached than that of his colleague in
Algiers: in fect, Signor Flora has serious objections to the
"surrealist revolt against consciousness, common sense, history, and
civilization.” Yet one cannot help wondering why Surrealism -- that

stale and pretentious hobby of yesterday's _avantgarde -- seems

to be such an attractive subject to the editors of Free-rrench and
free-italian literary reviews.
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Fontaine, L'Arche, Aretusa -- these names may De forgotten in

a few years Smememow; or they may be remembered as the names of
o pehats,

Pioneers -- Eemechadeowiwg; preparing] inaugurating a new era of

free literary life in & 1ree .urope.

There will be other reviews in many liberated cities -- from
Naples tc Amsterdam, from post-Franco Madrid to post-yuisling Uslo.
there will be crestive efforts, bold experiments, discussions,
controversies, symposiums, esoteric feuds and coteries, lyrical

outbursts, striving teslents, masterly achievements. There will be
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