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HISTORYX

OF

820th SICNAL REP/IR SERVICE COMPANY

L

/s Recorded By
/3K laus Mann
(The first half of it

being based on a draft
by Pvte. Che Eckbloom,)
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THE 826th SIONAL REPAIR SERVICE COMPANY wes activated at
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, on the loth day of July, 19482,
(futhority per letter AdjJs: Cen. 302.2, dated June 17, 1942,)

The origin-1l cedre of the new compeny Iinecluded the foll!owing

nemes

1st Lt, #11 n H, Clark
1st Sgt, Earnest H, Ebler
5/Sgte. Carl Re Fisher
8/8gt. John M, Tweedie
8/Sgt. George W, Walsh
Sgts Joseph #. Moculski
Cpls Benjamin Ws Kasdan
Pvt, Jemes A, Conner

Pvts. Frank C, Civitelll
Pvt. John W, Breusing
Pvt, Homer H, Davis

Pvt, Charles E. Eckbloom
Pvt, Thom 8 Js Fltzgerald
FPvt. Lelend B. Hamlyn
Pvt, Willlam V, Johnson
Pvte Norm:n T, M-lone
Pvt, Joseph F. KcKenns
Pvte Eljes M, Nlsksnen
Pvt. Stenley As Rutkowski
Pvt, Marshal P, White,

These men, then - the Founding Pathers of the 825th, so to speak =
became escqueinted with each other, at Fort Monmouth, under the
ausplees of Company Hs, Fourth Battalion; for this wes the unit to
which they haud been transferred, efter being relieved from duty by
their respective organizatioé& This connection, however, lusted for
only three duys; then our cadre men were sent to the new Treining
Center at Cemp Crowder, Missouri,

During those last days at Fort Monmouth, everybody hed a good
look et that fine cemp known as "the Army's Country Club,"
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They ell remembered the happy, eventful days, end nights..s,the
Eest Cosst had offered them., Some of the boys, while stationed et
the Fort, hed been only a few miles from home, No wonder, then,
that they were reluctent to leave the Fort. To tell the truth,
novody cered much for the thought of being stationed es far inland
as Cemp Crowder, Mo, Yet, the whole outfit wes in hi:h spirits
and there was a good desl of merry enticipation concerning the
fmminent tripe.

The shipuwent consisted of the cadre for o companies = the
agsth Signael wire Service Cos, the 824th Signal Fixed Radlo
Station Cos, and the 825th Slgnal Repelr Service Co. With all
these boys treveling together, the trip promlsed Lo De one of
real enjoyment, which it turned actually out to Dee.

There were two oversged Pullmen cers reserved for the three
companies, which remsined together throughoul the long Jjourney
across seven states. The first stop was New York City, where
the boyvs had emple chance to provide themselves with all kinds
of fency refreshments, At Herrisburg, Penna., the eleciric engines
were teken off the train and big, smokey steam powerhouses took
their place. This mede the prospect of a smooth, pleasant trip
diminish, Of course, in wartime the irmed Forces coue always
first, But w hy wus it necessery to give to the two cars in
ounestion the dubious distinction of being the first two cars
behind the smoke-~belehlng monstery 1t wes & hol summer day and
the cars were not air conditioned; so the windows were opened to
adult fresh alr, But, slong with the welcome breeze, & terrific
lot of smoke and soot imandeted the cers, After e few hours, one

found thet the dirt penetrated into the skin so deeply that two




or three thorouzh washings took only parts of it off,

The boys were more then plessed - alwost needless to say =~
when told that it was necessary to stop et 8t, lLouls for three
hours, Most of them took advantage of the swimmlng pool 1n the
Y ioeCosiie The city was woll explored and pessed as & plece thet
could give a soldier a good deal of fun and recreation,

The terrain had been notably leveling out into ever flatter
land, Past St. Louls it begame even more 80, The now single
track ren through open prﬂgies. To the essterners esmong us - and
the greater pert of the Loys were indeed from the East - this
kind of scenery looked rether depressing. But as the Journey
approached its end at last, the flat land gave way to the wmore
plcturesgue foothllls of tho Ozsriks,

The train pulled into Neosho at an early moranlng hour, The
boys might just as well have been 1n cenp agein, at least they
could sleep until reveille. There was a convey walting for the
short trip to the camp.

On the 1l6th day of July, the wen (with the sxceptloun of Lt,
Clerk who was relieved from further duty with the 820thL, on
July 11) reported to Coe L of the Booth Siynal sService Reglment
of the Kidwestern Corps School at Camp Crowder, for quarters and
rations only: this in compllance with Par, EQ-SJE?,f'IlG., Fi,
Monmouth, 2nd Lte Willliem e Seamuon Jre of Coe L was acting
Compeny Commander until the officers for the comprny urriveds.
The three companles from Monmouth were to remein 1ln thls arean
while waiting for their own barracks to be ready.

The Socoth Reglment was loceted in what was known as the

"new ares," end all the finishing touches were yet Lo be done.
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Now, the boys were suppesedly tralned techniciens but certainly
not lendscape artists; yet they were scon learning that new trade
es well, The whole ares wes nothing but = mssse of rock and stone
that hed to be clesred off; grass had to be planted end the poor
soll covered with top solls Everybody was intent on the " Crowder

- » nicknume given to the efforts of the different

Beeuty Contest

L2

(1]

compenlies to outdc each other in deccretlng thelr areas,

Oon July 22, 76 enlisted men were transferred from the SCRTC
of Cemp Crowder to the Company, through SO 176 pPare. 2oe They
weres

Pvis Jesse L. Broadwey
pvt. Joseph M, Beshears
pvt, Renald M. Culbertson
Pvt. Edward J. Clark
pvt, Loyd M. Caruichasl
pvt.s Cerl C., Collins
pvt. Benson L, Callahun
Pvt. Earl Chapion
Pvts Verne 4. Canterbury
Pvt, Charles H, Cauliflower
Pvt. Morris S, Cchen
Pvt. Paul Digman
Pvte Jamea De Slmone
Pvt. Henry G. Dersch
Pvbe CGlen M. Detlllian
Pvt. Russel L, Davis
Pvts Joseph Ds Dorsch
Pvt. Cherles H, Dodge
P"'”_}. Sam 1.'}. Dean
Pvt., Hervey R. Dunhill
pvt. Jesse W, Doneldson
P'\Tt. williem H, Dillow
Pvt. Ottls C¢ Eskes
Pvts Jack L. Eck
pvt, Devid E. Edmondson
Pvts Bert Prankie
Pvte Jochn A. Flanagun
pPvts Norbert G. Fitzenberger

vte Estil E, Flsher
Pvt. Lonnie Garrison
Pvte Williem i, Gillesple
Pvt. Earl H. Getlinger
pvt, Cassius E, Jelvin
pvt. Alfred L. Gaffner
Pvte Foresst Ees Garcett
pPvte Willlam S. Hyde




Fvita
Pvt,
P-'\..tl
Pvt.
Fvt,
Pvt.,
Pvia
Pvte.
Prvta
Pvte.
Pvias
Pvt-
prte.
Pvt.
Pvi.
Pvt.
Pvie
Pvt.
Pvts
Pvt.
P‘-'ta
Pvte
Pvi,
Pvie
Pvt,
Pvt.
Pria
Pvt.
Pvia
Pvt.
Pvia
Pvt.
Pvte
Pvto
Pvia
Pvt.
Pvla
P?t.
rvte

The B825th took pert in the Boo S.S. Regimental purad: every
evening, This was prectice slso for the formal review and
dedication of the regiment, on August 11, 1942,

On sugust lo, the officlel training schedule wes started; from
that point on, the 825th wes independent from the schedule of
the 880 S.S., Resiment, On thet date, the fellows were greatly

surprised to leern that they were in for another besiec militery

training.

uE}-

01llie Ja Howard
Willit‘lm He Haﬂ_..__e
Adolph Helnle

Marion E, Hlcks

George Ces Eopkins
Stephen De Janowleckl
Victor Bs Janssen
Peter J. Jensen

Arthur Kun_ le

Chﬁr:LEH Ae Lee

Edwerd L, lLedinekl
John E. Logan

Ernest 4de Lolbe
Herbert M. Linnum
John I« Lewln

Robert J. MacConnochle
Cherles E, Hclilllen
Stephen J. Mastaeler
Frenk Ve Nismliere
Ellils H. Pappe

Claude Ds Rogers

John L. iseiewd R1ley
Joseph Pe Rackel
Normen Ge Rels

glenn K. Stromberg
william N, Sslloway
Joe Te Smith

Iuster Hs Smith

Peil Stanish Jra.
Robert He Smith
Robert Js Schultise
Robert J. Schill
Hethaniel Ly Scely Jr.
John D. Shee

71lliem P, Sattler Jr,
John G. Ulaszek

John Aes WrJtach
Dayton R.Ds Wintermute
Ds Be Willlams
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The following cadre men, transferred from Ft. Monmouth to the
8e5th (S0 199 par, 16),arrlved on July 29, 1942:
pvte Thomas We Holllday
Pvt., Lester C¢. Hambel
Pvt. Henry Le Helble
Pvt, Wilfred J. Horton
These officers, slso from Ft. Monmouth, were transferred to
our company, SO 201 Par. 32, effective July 26, 1942:
Bapt. Charles A. Bond
2nd Lte Oe K¢ Kineeid
2nd Lt. John O, Webb
2nd Li, Bdward Duva
2nd Lt. Herbert H. Cohn
With their arrivel, 2nd Lt, Willism F, Sammon wes relieved
from further duties es company commander, under SO 46 Par. S.
Ceptain Bond was now in charge of the company.

The trensfer list Nr, 816 suth., RTO 18935 (dated July 6th,
effective July 29th) broucht the following enlisted men from
Ft. Vonmouth into this orgenlzetlon:

Pvt. Stenley M. Brahasky

Pvts Kenneth Be Morrison

Pvt. Robert E, Pearsall

One more cadre man errived on Ausust loth - namely, Herbert
Fs Nelson, reporting under S0 54 Par, 3, dested su,ust 6th, being
trenaferred S0 lo2 Par. 135, Hgs, Camp Murph¥, Floride.

Two of the cadre men had but a short stey with the 825th,
These two soldiers - Pvt, Wilfred J, Horton and Pvt. Lester D,
Hembel = were transferred to 183rd Signel Repair Co,, Camp
Crowder, Mo., per SO 56 Par, 7, Hg. Midwestern Signal Corps

8c hﬂﬂln

The twentileth dey of M ust, 1942, witnessed the promotion of
buckies Williams, GCattner, Alfano, Smith, end Hamlyn, ell of whom

wera apnointed Privetes Pirst (lass, per Co, Order ¥Wr, 4, in
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accordrnce with AR-615-pWLS perscribed by T/0 11=397=S.

spurred on to greeter efforts by the promotions of thelr fellow-
gsoldiers, ths others did so well during the next three days thet
C:ptein Bond had no alternative but to epvoint Cpl. Keasdan to
gergesnt snd Pvts, Kelfreider, Kungls, Connor snd Nelson to
corperals, per 2R 615-5 erd cirecular 25 W.D., 1042 per paregraph
12 3,0, 66, dated August 24, 1942,

on Septenber 2, 1942, Pvte, Niskenen and Rutkowskl were asppointed
Te:‘;:;iciur:ﬁ Fifth Grede, per the usnal W.D, circular end srticle.
The next dsy, Pvt. ﬂowv¢11t?iqi;ned to the 825th per P=3 S«0e
132 WeD. = to b2 followed by Pvts, Doherty, Frizzel, Gartner,
Hilousky, Seippsh, Letsinger, Sherm:n, Sturm snd Hrenak, who were
essl ned to the comnany on September 5, per P 150228, All these
eeme to na from the Par Weat = numely, FPt, Douglas, Utah.

Most of the men in the comprny did e feirly good Job, whieh 1s
proven by the fuct that Pfe Ce L. Smith wes eppointed corporsal
and Pvts, Breusingz, Peersall and Worvell beceme Techniciens Pifth
Grede, on orders dated September 2, 1942, As the company was
st1ll going through ite " rowing peins,* more non-coms were
appointed on September 22:; Cpl, Nelson wes amses mede a (temporery)
gsergeant; Pfea 21feno and willlams and Pvt, Collins advanced to
Technicians Fifth Crade,

There were plenty of new essi rmments, On Septeomber 24 arrived,
per P~-2), S«0, 257, 2rd Lts, Reed, Petritis, snd Rensom, from
Hqe Pt, Monmouth, N.J. #8 1f to keep the new lieutenants busy,
on Septesber 26 the following men joined the company (per P. 40,
8.0 223): Pvta, Brown, Cooper, Drake, Eanes, Fussell, Gerrett,
Heyed, Lopez, Helms, Hemby, Hinson, Honeyecutt, Horne, Iarnagin,

Leney, Loftin, Low, Lvall, Marlowe, Msrshall, Mercer, Morrison,
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Nelson, Nolen, Overmsn, Pedgett, Pollluccl,

Fort Dougles, Uteah, having found out how well the men they
hed previously sent w re-being treated here, declded to let us
heve some more soldlers, nsmely: Pvts., Hoffman, Huff, Mayberry,
Fotzner, Stratton, and Viector (assigned per P-6, S.0. 253, on
October 2, 1942). On October 5, Pvts. Civitelll end Niemlera were
appointed Pfes. Five days 1luter, Sgt. Nelson was promoted, via
the proper suthority, to Stuff Sgt. end T/5 Williams was eppolnted
Sgt. under the seme provisions,

The compe-ny was egein reised in strength when on October 14,
1942, per P-12, S.0. lo9, Pfes Duke and Delly were assigned, follo=
wed the next day by Pfes Bule, Confrey, Cral;,, Doeltz, Davidson,
Cobb, end Easterling, under 8.0, lo9, puar, 12,

October 17, 1042, wus a lucky dey for some of our boys: Cept.
Bond made Pfes out of Pvts Beshara, Donaldson, Culbertson, Car=
michuel, Finnigen, Fisher, Janssen, Holliday, Howard, Hyde,
liilousky, Giles, Lottin, Riley, Stenich, Stratton, and Ulaszek =
via the perscribed channels, On October 19, the good Ceptein -
sti1ll in e generous frame of mind - _ave T/4 ratings to T/56's
Alfeno, Niskenen, and Rutkowskl and to Pfe Gattner, while Pfcs
Niemiera end Civitelli and Pvts, Digman, McKenna, Detillian,
and Fitzenberger recelved well deserved promotions to technicians
Fifth Grade,

Before long 1t became apperent that, if there were to be more
ratings, there would have to be more men, It naturally followed
thet more men errived for assignment with the compeny. On October
21, per P-lo 8.0, 115, the "Tee~Fivers" Downs, Edmondson, Hansen,
Hedden, and 0'Neill joined our flourishing outfit, As we predicted,

more ratings were forthcoming: Pvts Champlon, Coyne, Doherty,
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pavis, Dersch, Cole, Carrisson, Gelvin, Hieks, Limnum, Iyell,
Low, Meklllen, O'Neill, Salloway, Schlll, and Shea, were deco=
reted with hendsome Pfe¢ stripes. The seame day they had the oppor=
tunity to welecome a number of fellowsPfes newly assigned to the
compeny (per P=15, S«0. 118) = namely:‘ Pfes Bartelds, WMeCoy,
Wilkinson, Williems, Wilson, Witty, wright, end Zornes.

"See, 127, S.0. 285, p 15," may sound like a rather dreary
formula, but it ween't to 2nd Lt. Duva, for whom it held in store
a promotion to the rank of First Lieutenent, All the men famlliar
with his work end charscter agreed that it wes e particularly
well deserved promotion,

The following temporary promotions went into effect on October,
27, 1942: S/Sgt. Hellson - T/8gt.; Sgte Willlems = S/8zts; Cple
Keifreider = Sgt.; Cpl. Connor = T/4; T/5's McKenne and Pearsall -
T/4. These enlisted men became T/5's the same dey: Pfes Carmichael,
Hallldpy, Howerd, Hyde, Hemlyn, Helble, Jenssen, Stanich, and
Ulascek; Pvts Bloek, Gillisple, Heinle, Hopkins, Johnson, Letsin,er,
Logan, McConnochie, Seippel, D. P. Smith, and Stanich.

The month of November had just begun when our ranks were in=
ereased through the srrivel of T/5's Akin, Bertlett, Baskin,
Beuer, Beutz, Bexter, Besse, Blesendorfer, Bruny, Caffrey,
Chapman, Denninger, De Rose, De Uries, Dolsen, Hurd, Hyde,
Johnson, Peters, Petitt, Fokoj, Poirler, end Pyle - all assigned
to the company per P.6, S.0s 146, The same day T/5 Collins was
promoted to Sgt., while the promotion of Sgt. Mucolski to s/3gt.
took plece two days afterwards - on November 3.

November 5, 1942, witnessed the sddition (vis essignment, per
Ps2, S¢0s 60) of Pfcs Kroll, Lerner, Monahsn, and Troehler.

Four days lster « on November 9 -« the 825th waicomed T/5's
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Gross, Rysko, S11limun, Stasinos, Stienbrenner, Strom, Tyndele, Walker,
Warner, end Zimmerman (vie P. 4, S.0. 89). £1so essigned the sume
day, via P.9 S.0. 91, were T/5's Readnour, sSchatte, Theis, end Van
Sant.

Promotions end errivels continued, throughout the dark month of
November. Pvts Hammer, Hemby, Lopez, end Pollluccl were appointed
Privetes First Cless; Pvts Hardway, Lacefleld and Reymann were asslgned
to the compeny, per P. 12 S.0. 28, on November 13, 1942, Six days
later = November 19 - ceme T/5's Briggs, Liberes, Pendleton, Pitman,
Reich, and Relnsteln (P. lo, S.0. 310), and Pvts Brockway, Commendatore,
Roberts end T/5 Rudderham, sssigned per P. 23, Se0s 3512, As for poor
1ittle T/5 Sammy Selgel, he errived here all by his lonesome, essigned
per P, lo, S.0. 3lo, on November 21, 1942, He was followed, on the
23rd, by Pfes Heggerd, Herbacek, Hertwig, Hert, Hevliland, end Hawkins
(essigned per P-2, S.0. 28) and by Pfes Cerny, Colby, Collins, Collins=
worth, Cunninghem, Dallin, snd Scunlon (per p=25, S.0. 283). Pvts,
Dominguez, Flores, lMertin, end Meler, were assi.ned the same duy,
per P-1l, S.0. 36; Pvts Bernes, Butler, Casterline, Grabow, Martin,
and Middleton, per P=9, S.0. 56,

The next dey (November 24) - as if to add to the elready mounting
headeches of our personnel officers = came more booke-work with the
essigments of Pvts Gilstrep, Greer, Kern, Kloslewlcz, Knlckerbocker,
Lecher, Payne, and Schober (per P-2, S.0. 18),.

fbout the seme time, the following enlisted men received temporary
promotions to sergeents: T/6's Carmichael, Civitelll, Hopkins, Jeanssen,
MeConnochle, Niemiere, Stanich, Ulaszek, and Cpls Smith; to T/4 went
T/6's Halliday, Helble, Johnson, Norvell, O'Neill, end selppel. The
Captain deemed 1t eppropriate to promote also the following mens
Pfes Champion, Confrey, Coyne, Culbertsén, Davis, Finnlgen, Fisher,
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Hicks, Hilovsky, Hunter, larner, Troeﬁler, Wemmer, end Pvts,
Flynn, Malone, end Sharpe; they ell advenced to Technlclans
Fifth Grade.
 The end of the month found 53 members of the company golng
on bivouac, for training,

With so many men being absent = if only temporarily = there
wes evidently a shortage of manpower in the company area: so the
first dey of December, 1942, found Pvts. Allen, sulsbaugh,
Baugher, Kunkleman, Loss, Pesch, Roberts, G, S. Smlth, Sexton,
and Stellar, assigned to the company, per P. 18, S.0. 31ll.

Lucky they were as they errived at four o'clock, thus missing
the company duty of that day.

Pvts, Brown, Commendutore, Cooper, Flanagan, Gartner, Hilnson,
Hoffman, Lecefleld, Lee, Lewin, Mershell, Mastaler, Mercer,
Morrison, Padgett, Roberts, Schultise, Vietor, and Wojtach,
recelved their Christmas presents 25 deys eerly, in the form of
Pfe retings. On December 5, the 825th was pleesed to welcome
pfcs Cayhesrt, Hartman, Holle, Holt, Horneloud, Hille, Francis,
Ilkka, Hurd, Knobbe and Leiter: all assigned per P. 45, S.0. 48,

Another lone buzzerd ceme to roost when Pvt, Guy John was asslgned,

on December 9, per P 22 S.,0. 50, and a lone promotion was granted
the same day to Pvt., Meler, who beceme Pfe.

December 11, 1942, turned out to be the good=news dey for
T/4 McKenna, who was boosted to T7/3, while Pfes Bartelds,
Me¥illen, Riley, Salloway, and Wright were promoted to T/6's,.
The same winter day witnessed the advent of the "Christmes Tree
Pletoon" - so nicknemed as the whole group consisted of T/5's,

It's en impressive list:




T . Ii".n II'IIIGB
C. O« Jack

Js Janzgen

Me L. JOnes
Je Ae JONes
C- Rs Johnson
Ge 44 Johnson
f e Cs« JOhnson
Ces Ls Johnson
Ks Re Joimson
Te We Jylkka
L Me Kamas
Se J¢ Kaufman
Ke De Kellar
Ce Be Keller

Re We Kent
We J« Kreiner
Ke G Kretz

Le Co Krzyzaniak
Fe Le Eubsch

F. Es Mitterling
Ce C- Moore

Je T. Horgen

Te Je Mua rave Jrs
He We Myers Jr,
We E. Kurth

V. Larsen

As 2+ leach

We o« leO

We As Loucks

He Ae ILundgren
He Po LU"OHE!

He L Liakel‘

Le Jo Malek

Le M, Hﬂ.ng

Ls Ne Mar sh

P+ Es Harsh

We Jeo MeClelland
Me Me Mclntoch
De Ce McKellican
Ce Jdo l[cLau.___hlin
He Le Mellichamp
Ee Ce¢ Mlilbrandt
Ee D. Nance

He Nerwold

Re He'tﬂn

0. He Mnnemsn

This group, assigned per P.l, S.0. 57, came to us from Omsha,
Nebrasks, where the boys had been in civilian school, Small wonder,
then, that they returned somewhat reluctantly to dear old Camp
Crowder, One of them - 1t seems = was even less enthuslastic thun

the others, and so T/5 Maklesky didn't mske the train, He made the
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next train, however, and happlly arrived about 24 hours after his
pals, essigned under the same Special Order, On the same eventful
dey, Pvte. Brockwsy was appointed Private First Class, The next
essigsned man wes T/5 Slmpson, who arrived on December 15, per P.20,
Ss0e 574 ‘

0f course, with the rapld enlsrgement of the company roster
more officers were needed ; consequently, 2nd Lts, Osburn and
Henewalt were essigned to the compeny, per P, 28, S.0. 61, on
December 18, 1942, But = to counterbalance and outdo, as 1t were,
thie 811 ht increase in commissioned officers = the seme day these
enlisted men were assigned to the compeny: Pvts. Banks, Barnaby,
Bozarth, Burns, Bova, Borowlek, Bessinger, Crews, Dunbar, Deculr,
Fax, FPlelds, Flgliolino, Geis, Hestin.s, Johnston, Mead, MNiller,Manno,
Olson, Opitz, 0O'Shea, Sorber, Vogel, Worswick, Zawlstowsk, and
Zblewskl = 21l per P, 4, S¢0s 59, 48 1f that wasn't enough trouble
for the supply sergeant, and everybody econcerned, the next day
an even larger . roup of enllsted men showed up (essigned per P,.9,
Se0e 61) = including Cpls Bonlitatibus, T/5's Appleman end Bononi,
Pfes Brown, Engberg, Green, Hever, Orisius, Bemnett, Hoover, Jackson,
Kalser, Knott, Keesling, Mann, Morris, Macy, Marvih, Nyers, Nalirn,
Norman, Nunnelly, Nipper, Nugent, Oalman, Oekes, Osborne, Patchin,
Philips, Pinkston, Shimek, Shultz, Toney, Uskoski, wolff, Zinzer,
and, lasst but not least, Pvt. Hintz,

+8 1s generally known, soldiers just 1l o v e to arrive in

new cemps, a couple oﬂ days or so before Christmas, That is what
haprened to Cnls Cox and Pvts Black and Keensn = assigned per
Pe 54, 8,04 535, and also to Sgt, McNeill end Cpls I,T. Smith,
and Winter, per P, 54, S.0, 337, December 21, 1942,

December 235, Sam Desn (Private) was promoted to Private First
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Class, and, on December 24, another T/5 had e merry Christmas -
nsmely, T/5 MeMillen, who was appointed T/4. Sgt. Janssen's pro=
motion to 5/Sgt. was unfortunately one dey late for Christmas, but
Jenssen said thet he sppreciated it all the same, On December 29,
Pfci::ﬁg appointed T/5, and Pvts, Fry, Hazelton and Horwinski - coming
from Camp Kohler, Celif, - were assigned to the company, per P.1,
8404 964

Just to end the old year in the traditional "825th style," the
followling men used the last day of 1942 to joln our company =
coming from C'mp Murphy, Florlda, and arriving here at 1l:50 A.M.:
Pvts Crattey, Fargeharson, Grrneret, Gildard@, Griggs, Herbeck,
Hetem, Hickey, Horowitz, Hoxie, Kene, lLa Plante, larney, ILurcock,
Rhodes, Richmond, Rodick, Sgroi, Sousa, Sowinski, and Zappla -
21l per Ps 7, S840 310; also, T/56 Miller, per P. 5, S¢«0s 38.

® & &

The year of 1943 may be remembered by future generations for
pany glorious and cruciel events, It will be referred to, perhaps,
in the history books ug the year of Allied victory 1in the Second
World Wer - the yeer of Hitler's noilapae, or the year at least in
which the fell of Nazlsm wes prepered, became inevitable,

While we are writing this, not yet quite one half of the year
is over, But it 1s salready the year of the North-African triumph;
the yeer thet witnessed the surrender of three Itslian 1sles, the
weakening of Germany's wur potential through British and Amerilcan
bombing, the heroic resistence of the Red Army, the definite fallure
of Japan's imperiallistic scheme.

#~8 for the Bz56th Signal Repalr Service Companyesee
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The following ecannot but be sntlelimectiec, But only seemingly
so., For every individual unit - however humble and inconsplcuous =
hes its own indispensable function within the vest end vital or.anism
that 1s a great country's ermy - the .rmy of the United States
enezed in the decisive fight egalnst Nagi-Fasclst=Japunese ag.ress=
iveness, The little dally events taking place in one of those

minor organizations are therefore not without significence = beling

inte ;rated with the Wer effort of the American Armed Forces end
of the .merican people at lar:ce.

Let's continue, then, our modest chroniclel

Throughout the month of January there was e good deal of
coming end coing in our outfit. . lot of ERC's were temporarily
sttached to the 825th "for rations and quarters only," to be
transferred and sssigned, eventually, to other orcenizations, within
this posf or elsewhere, Right on January 1 our company hed to teke
cere of 88 new enlisted men - "atteched, unassigned," per P. lo,
3,0, 70. fbout the middle of the month, the dally avera.e strenizth
for ratlons went up es high as to € 1164 - a pretty impressive

figure, considering the fact that on a day in September, last year,

the number of "men messing with orgenizetion" had been only 59.
But there was a constant coming and going emong the regular

men s8 well, Many fellows had to spend longer or shorter periods

of time in the hospital, to besgin with; the dailly slck reports

increansed indeed rether alsrmingly. Moreover, there were discharges

- 1l of them completely honorable, to be sure, On the first day
of the yeer, T/5 Hedden was (honorably) dischar ed, per CeDeDs
Sec,2 srt, 615-360. On the other hand, end at the same time,

Pvt.'s Cerdlello, Cermen, end Cerollo were assigned to the compuny,
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per Ps 3, Se0e 71. And four deys leter, on Junuary 5, our outfit was
joined by T/6's Bradick, Burkholder, Hertley, Meus, end Welch (asslgned
per Po1ll, S+0¢3) end by T7/5's Iyon, Teylor, Watson, end Zehner (per
P.14, 8,0.3). They wore followed, on Junuary 6, by Pvt. Evans (per

Pe 4, S.0. 59)s

There were also promotions - not very meny, thou:h, during the
fipst half of the monthe On Jamuary 7, Pvt,'s Banka, Binner, Fields,
Gies, Schober, end Weaver became Privetes First Cless, and on January
16 the same honor was grented to Pvt.'s Dunbur and White. Between these
two dutes, however, some more errivels of newly assigned men took
place.

On Januery 9, T/5's Botelho, Elorduy, Ferguson, Knight, ILopesz,
Soss, and Pfe, Goodwin beceme members of our unit, per P9, S.0. 7,
while 7/5 Benassl arrived the aﬁme day, et b6 P.M., per Appendix No.l,

T L 594, per Pe O, S¢0e 7&

The next bunch, on Jenusery lo, ceme to us from the Army Redlo
Schools in Kanses City, Mo, = namely, T/5's Carpenter, “eborence,
powers, Sams, end Thompson (per P. #, 3.0. 4), On the same day, Pvt.
Dobscn wes restricted to the company ares - a noteworthy, 1f somewhat
melencholy, event, the story behind which 1s, alaus, not kmown to this
ehronicler,

was

New essigmments, almost every dey: on Jamery 11, it ¥ Ppfe. Kroll,
from Cump Ripley, Minn, (per P.8, Se0. 8); on Januery 12 = 7/8 McNerny
(per P.2, 5¢0s 2), trensferred to thls outfit from the Signal Corps
Training School in Chicego, Illinols, It must have been quite a
ch:enge, for T/5 McNerny, from the teeming snd roaring clty to the
rurel 1dyll of the Mlissourl scenery...

on Jenuery 15, we welcomed T/5's £lexander, Bernerd, Csmpbell,
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Dolan, Hogen, Kenaston, Kerski, Platt, Seedorf, Sliegel, Solem, and
Tpaut = ell sssigned per P.3, S.0. 12,

The next group of newcomers - arriving here on January 17 - was
azain from the Army Radio Schools, Kensas Clty, and included T/56's
Pritz, Frizzel, Fullington, Kelley, Meyers, Shaw, Sowers, Steinbrink,
Walker, Werley, end Zak (per P«5, S.0. 10)e They pulled in at 5 P.Me
It was a chilly, unpleasant evening, They probably felt like hell,

iven the ERC's have a felr chance in our orgenization, Six of
thom - mere Privetes = were appointed T/5's, on Januury 18, The
next day, our Sgte Kasden was promoted to s/8gte, and T/5 Flynn
became T/4. Also, T/5's Akin, Coyne, and Denninger were relepwed
from their sssignment to this compary end transferred to the 826th
Signal Service Company: not very much of a tr-nsfer, 1t is true,
from e peographical point of view; yet the boys are not ours any=
more since,

To make good for the 1@ss, Cpl. Meade rushed over, from In=
ternment Camp Florence, .rizona, to join us on January 24 ( per
Pe3, Sale 17).

should we mention the faet that T/6 Bartlett was reclessified,
on January 25, «nd, from that point on, found himself in Cless "B"?
It mey sound rather tnfling; but to 1/5 Bartlett 1t made quite e
differencesss

Many things took plece on January 26, To begin with, sbout bo
First and Second Lieutensnts were temporarily stteched to the
company = e rather colourful event in itself, Moreover, T/4 We Ve
Johnson was appointed 8/Sgt. (not T/3, if you please, but Steffe
Sergesnt: which means the seme pay but much more dignity); T/5's

Bartelds, Bremer, Bula, Confrey, G4, Johnson, KeReJohnson, Logen,
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Maker, Malek, Malon, Morgen, Nance, Pendelton, Rudderham, Sharp, and
Wri ht were promoted to T/4's; Pfeg's Cole, Commendatore, Gralg, Hart,
Hurd, MeCoy, and witty advanced to 7/4, 4s for T/4 Morrls, he became
e buck sergeant,

There were, furthermore, quite a few transfers becoming effective
thaet dey, 2nd Lt.'s Osburn and Ransom were transferred to the 847th
Signal Service Bn., per P.4, S.0. 17, = group of enlisted men, re=
léé¥ed from thelr assigments to this compeny, were shipped out to
Hamilton Field, Culifornie = namely, Cpl. Bontatibus, T/5's .pplemen,
Bradrick, Burkholder, Davlis, Hertley, Jones, Keller, Kretz, Llberes,
Maus, MeGibney, Relch, Slegel, and Welch.

On January 27, the glamorous group of Lieutensnts - 1lnd and 2nd -
who had been ettached to the 825th, received order to leave us (per
P.4, S«0, 18), The next day, it was Pvt, Harbeck whom Headquarters
sent away - namely to Boston, Mass., per P.33, S.0« 21,

But the most sensstionzl, not to sey upsetting, development was
in store for us on Jamary 28; for 1t was on that day that Captain
Bond was relieved from the commend of our compeany, per P. 5, S.0. 20,
lst It, Duva became his successor,

The srme day, &and also on Janmuary 30, long rosters of enlisted
men to be transferred came through. On the 29th, the following men
left for the 847th Signal Training Bn, (per P.7, S.0s. 20): T/Sgte
Nelson, ST/Sgte.'s Collins, Kesden, Keifrelder, walsh; Sgt.'s Hopkins,
MecConnochie, Smith, Stanich, Ulaszek; T/4's Hallidad, Maker, Malone,
Peersell, Rutkowski, wright; T/5's Bartlett, Bernard, Briggs, Campbell,
Carpenter, Chapman, Crow, Digmen, Dolan, Dolsen, Downs, Edmonson,
Fltzenberger, Fritz, Frizzel, Fullington, Gil}aspie, Hansen, Hart,
Hogen, Hurd, Kenaston, Kerskl, Klggans, Krzyzanlzk, Enhsbh, Laborence,

Lee, Louks, Lyons, McNerny, Mellis, Meyers, Musgrave, Plett, Powers,
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Reinstein, Salloway, Sems, Seedorf, Shew, end Slegel.

It's a pretty sad job indeed to copy sl the nsmes of all those
good fellows who left us = swallowed by the 847th Signal Training Bn.
The next list, of J-nuary 30, 1s even longer than the preceding one.
Per P.3, S.0. 21, these men were relleved from their assignments to
our orgunizations T/56's Silliman, Slmpson, Smith (DePs), Solem,
Sowers, Steinbrink, Thies, Thompson, Treut, Welker, Wetson, Werley,
and Zak; Pfc.'s Dean, Doherty, Donaldson, Duke, Dunber, En berg,
geyheart, Gelvin, Grisius, Herbacek, Hartman, Hemby, Heuer, Holle,
Holt, Hoover, Jeckson, Lecefield, Lee, Lelter, Low, Mecy, Marn,
peler, Nipper, Normen, Nugent, Nunnally, Oakes, Oalmann, 0'Nelll,
Osborn, Patehin, Phillips, Roberts, Schober, Schultise, Shea, Shultsz,
Uskoski, Weaver, White, Wolff, and Zinzer; Pvt.'s Barnaby, Barnes,
Baugher, Black, Butler, Crrollo, Casterline, Corn, Crews, Deculr,
Dunhill, Eakes, Evens, Fax, Flgllollno, Ford, Gilstrep, Graybow,
Hesge, Hardawsy, Hastings, Horowitz, Horowinski, Hoxle, Jensen,
Knickerbocker, Kunklemen, Le Plante, Lecher, Loss, Middletown, Miller,
0lsen, Opitz, Oshea, Overmen, Payne, Pesch, Rewlins, Rackel, Rels,
Reymenn, Roberts, Rodick, Rogers, Sexton, J.T. Smith, G.S. Smith,
Sorber, Sousas, Sturm, end Zblewskl,

puring the month of Februsry - especlally 1n its first week =
the dally sick reports assumed truly steggering proportions. Weather
econditions were mostly rether ewful; there was a lot of grage bronchi=
tis cases and other more or less nasty disesses. On Februsry 5, as
many as 45 men showed up for the traditional sick call, at seven
otelock in the morning; 28 of them had to be hospitallized.

But, of course, it wasn't always snowlng, reining and storming,
in the State of Missouri, in February, 1943, On the 13th dsy of that
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month, for instence, our outfit could complete 'successf%}ly“ &
12-M4i, hike upon which the Company Morning Reporte comments: "weather:
clear, cold; morale: excellent," There 1s - 1n thls writer's opinion -
something erisp, tonic, refreshing to this brief entry,

The first week of the month brought not only colds and fevers to
oﬁr men but elso e nice amount of promotions, On February S5, Pvt, vicigg
was appointed Pfc,; the next day, S/Sgt. Alfano was promoted to T/Sgt.,
while T/4 Helble became a Staffesergeant end Cpl.'s Linnum and winter
advanced to sergeants - all this per P.5, S.0. 25. The privates, too,
profited by this boom in retings: Pvt.'s Drake, Cauliflower, Horne,
Jrrnagin, Ledinski, and Nelson received the becoming stripe indiceting
that its bearer is a Privste First Cless, Some of those who could pride
themselves on possessing one stripe already, were promoted to T/5,
on Februsry 5 - namely, Pfce's Cobb, Dally, Easterling, Gels, end
Haggerd, Pvt, Bozerth - skipping the Pfc. = also was made e Techniecian
Fifth Grade (es the others, per P.9, S.0, 26), while Pfc.'s Benka,
Cerny, Frencis, end Horncloud, on their pert, skipped the T/5 end
sdvenced directly to T/4, together with T/5's Crelg end Helnle,

The boom continued on February 6, when Pvt. Potzner was appointed
Pfc. (per P.2, Se0e¢ 16), Sgte Morris wes promoted to 8/S.t. (per P.l,
S¢0e 27), and T/4's Bertelds, Confrey, Logan, end Sherp were made
T/3, under the same order, |

On Februsry 7, T/6 Perguson was transferred, according to a
mimeographed letter from Washington D,C,, wherees S/Sgt. Willlams!
transfer to the 847th Signal Training Bn,, on February 8, was ordered
by Headquerters, Camp Crowder (per P.5, 8.0, 28). The same dsy,
8/8ite Keifreilder, who had abandoned us on Jenuary 29, found back to

this compeny - newly assigned per P.4, 8,0, 28,
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Besides, the predominant feesture of the company's life, at that
point, is the constantly inereasing traffic in ERC's; on one day =
Pebruary 23 = no less than 35563 enlisted men were attached to the
825thl The little affairs of the "reg ulars" seems almost to fade
away, compsred with such heetic goings-ons.

On Februsry lo, T/4's McMillent and 0'Neill were sppointed
S/Siute, per Ps B, S.0s 50; the latter 1s, of course, the mess
gergeant of our outfit - a man at once femed end feared for his
grim, cepriclous chrracter,

On Pebruary 12, Pvt. Dorsch found himself a Technician Fifth
Grade (per P.b, S.0. 32), end Pvt. G. Mead wess trunsferred, per
P. 16, Se0, 56. The next day, Februery 15, lst Sct. Ebler left us

for the 847th Signal Training Bn, - transferred per P.7, 5.0, 32
tlso trensferred wes Pvt, pulabeugh, on February 19, per P.l,

S0 35; bis destination wes Oklshoma Clty, Oklahoma,

?n werch, the compeny contimmed to function, emong other things,
ae o kind of :lorified reception center, The erratic up-and-down
curves of the Deily average Strength of Rations indlcate the
constant changes of the organization's menpower. On March 1, the
company cooks had to feed 956 enlisted men and 15 officers - a
grend total of 9409, On March 28, however, there were only 546
soldiers and 5 officers "messing with organization,"

The two outstending events of this month were the appointments
of Cupteln sngeny as Commending Officer of the 825th and of Sgt.
Winter es First Sergeent of the company, The former assignment

beceme effective on lMerch 13; the latter, on Merch 5. In both

cases the cholce of the respective authorities was - this chronicler

thinks - an extremely fortunate one.
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It happened also on Merch 5 (the very dey we got such a dynamic
and cheerful First Sergeant) that the company wes inspected DY
the Chief Sign-1l Officer end by the Director of the Tralning S.0.5.
The blgwligs seemed feirly setisfled by the state of our barracks
and the personsl appeerence of our men, Everybody wes nlcely shaven
and dressed, ell floors and windows were washed, even the latrines
looked comperatively eppetizinge.

The same eventful day, Pvt, Heyes wes promoted to Pfc, (meybe
he had been especlelly efficient in cleaning up the berracks?);
on Merch 4, it wes Pvt, Bove's turn to adorn hls sleeves with a
atripe.

The 1lth end 12th days of Merch were goode-news dsys for several
members of our orgenizetion. The first list of promotions included
the nemes of S/Site.'s Johnson and Kelfrelder, who were appointed
T/S:t., of Site MeNeill - promoted to 8/Sgt. -, end of T/5 Bexter,
who beceme T/4. Pfc.'s Masteler and Victor, and Pvte.'s Kern and
Worswick were made Cpl.'s, while Pfec.'s Brockway, Cooper, Pinkston,
Potzner, end Pvt, Dillow became T/5, per P+l6, S.0. 56.

On the second list, of Merch 12, eppeared the names of Sgt. Nie=

miere and T/4 Creig - both ep ointed 8/Sgt. - end of T/5's Bononi,
paily, end Vensant - promoted to T/4 - ,all per Pe5, S¢0s 57,
Under the seme order, Pfce's DBlnner, Pollluccl, and Vickers, were
made Cple.'s, and Pfce's Doeltz, Knott, J.lopez, Mervin, shimek,
Zornes, Pvt.'s Fry end Hintz, advanced to the rank of Techniclans
Fifth Grade. -8 for T/4 Rlley, he was appointed S/Sit., per P.7,
S«0. 574 &nd T/6's PFlsher, Hllovsky, and Hoffmen were promoted to
Site's,

The next promotion was grented, on Merch 17, to Pvt, Hewitt,

who became Pfc. The same day Pvt.'s Dominquez end Martin were
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dischari ed = quite "honorably", to be sure = , per Secs 10,
rticle €15-360, More discharges (equelly honorsble) esme through
on Nerch 22 - nemely those of T/5's Bennett end Potzner, pfce
Kelser, Pvt.'s Borowl-k and Lurcock, The next day, 15 ERC's
left this organizstion = making for Fte Monmouth. This we mention,
althoush it is in general not our pollicy to register the various
movements of those enlisted men who were temporerily attached to
the 825the But for sentimental reasons we enjoy writing down the
neme of Fte Monmouth = charged for us with nostelgie souvenirs,eee

On March 24, our company clerk noted that 7/6's Moore,
Mitchell, Storton, Stricksand, Stodderd, Shibetich, Schulhofer,
and Teegue, wore enroute from Ft. Hayes, Ohio, to join us per
Ped6, S¢0s 69 _

pther notéeworthy developments during the lest deys of March,
1945, were these: Pvf. yogel's promotlon to Pfes, on larch 29;
the (honorable}) discharge of Pfece Flelds, on Merch 27, and the
assigments of T/6's Devid, Drews, Dynes, end Jenken = from
Cleveland, Ohio: per P«3, S«0s 256 = , On ¥arch 5l.

ppril is, as everybody knows, a weywerd, erratic month, and
1ts first day in perticular is the tredition:l dete of all kinds
of prectical jokes, In the Army, however, such frivolous thlngs
ere entirely out of the question. The First of April, in the
ennels of the 825th, 1s by no meens a day of monkey=busdness
but & day of business as usual, Or is there enything eccentriec
ebout Pvt. Jones being enroute to this company from the Signal
Corps Depot in Philedelphia? Wor 1s 1t a gag that four enlisted
men were traveling, the same dey, from PFt. Monmouth, NeJ, with
Camp Crowder = or, to be more precise, the 825th Signal Repalr

Service Company = as their destination.
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Something elways heppens in an orgenizetion such as the 825th;
the days ere rare when the compeny clerk has nothing to say 1in
the reguler Morning Report and contents himself with the laconle

etatement, No Change. More often than not, there are plenty of

ehen es to reglster,

Let's take some date et random = .pril 2, for instance. On that
day, T/5 Melaughlin was trensferred to the Aviation Cadet Examining
Sosrd at Caffeville, Kensas, per F.3, Se¢0. 75, 2nd Lt, Kincaid end
a number of enlisted men were sent to the hospitals. T/5's Hals,
Hemilton, Krashoe, Osterbur, Penattom, Schumacher, Shaw, CeSmith,
and Stoner were on thelr way from Cemp Murphy,Florida, to Joln the
company per P.l7, S¢0, 73. Two Master Sergeants, three Technical
Sergesnts, three Staff Seryeant, one Technicien Fourth Grade, and
one Sergeant = all of them ERC's - were transferred to other units,

Thin s keep moving, On April 3, T/5's Bozerth, Flanegen, and
Letsinger were honorably discharged, whlle Pfe.'s Hoffmun, wilson,
end Pvt., Kloslewlicz got themselves transferred to the Zofth 54 nal
Depot Company, Camp Crowder, per P«5, S.0. 77+ Three days later,
on .pril 6, Pvt, He Jones jolned the same outfit - rel&gied from his
asslgnment to our company per Pe.4, S.0s 79. The day before, four
new men hed srrived here, coming from Ft, Monmouth, to become members
of the 825th = namely, Pvt.'s Hirshmen, Iverscn, Lavin, and Shoffner,
per Fell, 8404 77

Perticulerly interesting seems the case of Cple. Blnner, who was
rel¢eved from his sssi.nment to the company, on spril 7, and trens=
ferred - where to? - "on confidential order" per revised Yo 1, P.l,

3.0, 78, Sounds mibhty hush-hush, doesn't 1t?
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on 2pril 8, 2nd Lt., Henawalt wes relegwed from his assignment
to the company end transferred to the Alaska Com, System, at
seattle, Washington, The same day, we welcomed here two new men =
T/6's #kin end Powers, assigned to the company per P.l4, S.0. 80,
The strength of our unit did not change, however, as two other
soldiers = Pvt.'s Craffey and Edmondson - were granted honorable
discherces, on April 9.
fbout that time, there was & rather lively exchange of enlisted
men between our unit, on the one hend, end Camp Murphy, Florida,
on the other, On aApril 11, T/5 T, Stoner wes on his way from
that orgenizetion to join ours, per P.17, 8.0. 73, He was followed,
the next day, by T/5 Hals and, on April 13, by T/5 Shaw - both
from the Signal Corps School, Camp Murphy. Similtaneously, six
Privates (ERC) who had been attached to the 825th, were trans=
ferred to the camp in Florida. And 1t was from there, agein, that
T/5 CeSe Smith was sent to us - as the three others, per P.17,
8.0. 73,
The same day - April 13 - Pfc. Vogel wrs reduced to Privete:
a dreery little incident on which we don't want to dwell unduly.
Happlly, it happened but rarely in our outfit that a man had to
be "broken", whereas promotions remained frequent - in April as
in the previous months, On April 14, Pvt. Kane was appointed
pPfc,, Pfe, Davidson - 7/5, At the same time, T/6's Belsendorfer,
Comnendatore, Faust, Imnes, C,Re Johnson, Kurth, Leach, Maklesky,
MeKellican, Pitman, end Seidel, became T/4's, per P.B,_S.O. 86,
As for Pvt, F, Monahan, he was just reclsssified to limited ser=
vice, which does not really meen & promotion,

Ratings seem to come in waves, On #pril 15, 3/Sgt.'s Helble
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and Morris as well es T/3 Sharp got each one additional stripe - in
other words, they became Technlcal Sergeants, while Sgt. Linnum end
T/4 Pendleton were promoted to S/Sgt.'s, per P.3, S.0. 87. The follow=
ing dey - aprlil 16 - Pfc, Hrenak found himself a veritable corporal
and Pfe. Geo. Brown, s Technician Fifth Grade., Another T/5, named
Panattonl, Jjoined us the same day, per P.l7, 8.0. 75.

More transfers and more promotions, April 20 = transfer day:
Pvts's Burns, Cauliflower, Collins, Dick, Eanes, Fussell, Helms, Hinson,
Honeyecut, Horne, Jarniquan, John, Lsney, Marshall, Mercer, norriaon,
Nolan, Ort, L.Smith, and Wintermite left us for the 847th Signal Trai=
ning Bn, (per P+6, S.0. 89).

#pril 21 - promotion day: T/3's Confrey, McKenna, T/4's Nance
and Malek were appointed to T/Sgt.'s; T/4's C.R. Johnson, Makiesky,
Pitman, and Dally became T/3's; T/5's slexander, Debidm, Heggard,
Hurd, Hyde, C.L. Jolnston, Lyons, Mang, Mellichamp, McClelland, Narwold,
Ninneman, Rysko, Semsllem, Schatte, Schulhofer, Shebitich, end Troehler
advanced to T/4's; Pvt.'s Dallin and Scanlon - last not least - were
made Pfc.'s = all this per P.1l, S.0. 92,

Towards the end of the month, gquite a few of our boys were detalled

on speclial duty with other organizations, On April 22, twenty of them
left for the Chicago Signal Depot, Chicago, I11l, The roster (per P,.9,
8.0, 92) opens with the name of T7/Sgt. Confrey, The following dey -
Aprll 23 - an even larger ;roup left us temporarily to work for the
Lexin: ton Signel Depot, The 1list consists of 88 names - opening with
T/Sgte.'s Helble, Janssen, Keifreider, Malek, Nence, and Sharp. Don't
let us bother to emumerate the names of such minor crestures as staff-
Serge nte, T/3's, Sergeants, T/4's, Corporals, T/5's, Pfc.'s, and

mere Privates, all of which rankings were represented in the group
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m=king for Lexington. On 4prll 24, the ceravan of enlisted men was
followed by 2nd Lt, Kincald,

Lucky guysl They ell missed the stiff inspection that took place
on April 26 end 27. Msjor Fosdick of Inspector General's Dept. end severad
gentlemen from the 2nd Signal Survey Oroup of the Cylef Signal Officer
examined rather thoroughly our barrucks, mess hall, supply roogm, rifles,
working tools, and the person:l appearance of our men,

5/8gt., Cholek had to be as much "on the ball," during those trying
days, a8 ell the other fellows, slthough he was transferred one day
afterwards = on April 28 - to the £218th Si:nel Depot Compsny.
bn april 29 - to conclude the April report with a bit of pleasant

RaY Shook
news - WeOos (JeCs), was @ ussizned to cur company, per P.35, S.0. 103,

1ssued by the m:rlgéuartment in Weshin, ton D,C,

In May, the mimber of "men messing with organization" went down
from 168 (Msy 1) to 145 (Mey 9) and reached its rather modest peak -
181 - on the last day of the month,

Yet the spring season opened with several new assignments. On Mey o,
?/6's Mathans rnd Pryor joined our unit (per P.9, S.0. lol) - followed,
the next day, by T/6 Dwyer, who ceme tc us from the B24th Signal Fixed
Radio Sation Co., per P.7, S.0., lol, One dey later a;ain - on May 5 =
we welcomed Pvt.'s 2damcek and K.Be Smith - both asslgned per P.50,

840 105,

Meny boys got furloughs about that time ~ S/8gt. Millen ten days;
T/4 Miller eleven days; T/b6's Teague and Stoner as much as thirteen
days each, end so forth, Evidently, springtime hed & pleasant effect
on the mood of our Commanding Officer, On Mey 8, promotions were granted
to T/4 K.R. Johnson (appointed 8/Sgt.), T/5's Devidson and Strom (made

Sergeants), T/5's R, Miller and C, Moore (advencing to T/4's), snd
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Pfe, D.T. Morris, who became a Technicilesn Fifth Grade, The same day,
T/4 Kiskenen was transferred to the 189th Signal Repalr Co., per P,lo,
840, 107,

Then nothing heppened for a few days to come. That is to say, there
were no dramatlc Incidents = just "usual gerrison dutiles,"

The column reserved for May 9, in the dally Morning Report, carries
the succinct "No-Change" remark, #s for the entdpfes of lay lo and 11,
they are elmost equally meagre., On May 12, at last, there wes an a,ree=
eble new development = nanely, the sssignment of WO(J.G.) Henry V.
Johnson, per P. 27, 8.0, 125, War Depertment, washington D.C. snd e
couply of days later - lay 14 = & bunch of boys were transferred to
our outfit from Fort honmouth - nesmely, Cpl. Cantor, T/5's Verbonick,
Hells Welker, Pvte's W./s Eldard end S. Teranin - all of them per P.l,
S.0. 129,

On May 17, T/5 Finnigen left us - trensferred to Hqs Deteh., per
Pe2, S¢0s 115, we hated to see him 0 = naturally we did « but the
number of T/5's in our company was not affected by his leaving, For
the same day Pfe. Drake was appolnted Technician Fifth Grade, per P.1,
S.0. 1l4,

The noteworthy event of Mey 18 wes the assignment of w0 Gibson
Borles, per P.21, 8,0, 113 (Wer Department, Wrshington D.Ce.) And under
the date of Msy 19 we reesd: "Pfc, Keesling, T/4 McKellican due back from
furlough, deteined on acecount of flood,"

Of course, there was e flood = how could we forget to mention ity
It meant a terrific nuisance, if not danger end destruction, to important
parts of the nation, including the Stete of Missouri, In fact, the delupe
affected also many units within Camp Crowder proper: sections of enlisted

men were detached for speclal duties on roads, reilway dems, and the




1iks, It so heppened, however, that our urganizetion was not
mong those essigned to such "flood detalls": thet is why this
chronicle = exclusively concerned with the soings-on in the
25th Signel Repair Service Company - felled to refer to thet
public calamity so far,

Yet, even our unit - comperstively little effected by the watery
nuissnce « felt its repercussions to e certaln extent, There was
g ortage of food, on account of trensport difficultlies, end at
times the electric 1i.ht didn't work, But none of our boys dled
of stervation or broke his neck in the darkness. In general
" carrison duties es usual" went on without eny serlous disturbance,

More important than the flood, from the point of view of the
B25th, was the essignment of WO(JG) Wyatt L. Lew, on May 22,
per Pe53, 5.0, 124 (War Department, Washington D«C.) or the
transfers of 7/5's Drews, Hemilton, ard Hrmlyn, on May 25, to
the University of Nebraske (per P.3, S.0,102)s The sume dey,

7/6 Jones was eppointed T/4, per P.6, S.0, 121, and Pvt, Meedors,
from Camp Kohler, was sssigne@l to this unit per P.9, S.0, 121,

The last week of the month does not yileld much stertling
meterial to the chronicler - except, perhape, for the assignments
of Pvt,.'s Eston, Roo, and Woodruff, on May 28, per P, 15, 8.0.
126,

The month of June began rather pleasantly: furloughs and
promotions were  rented, new fellows jolned our unit - mostly
from Camp Kohler, Californis,

On June 1, T/6 c,T. Brown wes eppointed T/4, per P.6, S.0. 120,

Under the date of June 4, the delly Morning Report carries = in
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the neat and firm handwriting of our Company Clerk - the disclosure
of 2nd It. Williem H, Bakoock'a assignment (per P.lo, S.0. 150,
War Department, Washington, DsCs) end alsc of the happy arrivel of
Pvt.'s #lkens, Cheek, Margues, and Ngar = assigned per Pe.l, S5.0.
127, Pvt.'s Fulk, Gentilellas, Nepientek, and Tayloe, came three
days efterwards, June 7.
of course, there were less enjoyable events as well, Pvt, Vogel,

for one - (remember the distent time when he was a proud pfe.?) =
got himself into trouble &:ain, The name of his crlme - ABSENCE
WITHOUT LEAVE - should meke every good soldier shudder with dis=
eprrovrls Pvte Vogel had to atone for 1t by doing some extre work
in the Motor Pool, This occured on June 4, 1943, On June 7, T/5
T.P. Lerson, poor chap, had to be glven an noﬁorable discharge,
on eccount of his nasty gout,

But for one man who leaves half a dozen new ones come 1in,
on June 9, six sturdy individuals - Pvt.'s Dells, Garrison,
conzdes, Morales, Moreno, and Rogue - were added to the personnel
of the BZ2othe

They ceme just in time to congratulate some of their new
comrades, to whom promotions were granted on June lo: 8/8gte's
K.R. Johnson and McNeill became T/Sgte.'s; T/4's Buls, Franeils,
Innes, Kurth, Leech, MeKellicen, C.C. Moore, and Seidel, were
appointed T/5's = as was, for that matter, T/5 Wernez, who boldly
skipped the Fourth Grade. To T/4's advanced: T/5's Bruny, De Rose,
Hintz, Janzen, Keller, Knott, Marvin, Kilbrandt, Mitchell, Stricks=
land, Zim-erman, end also Pfc, Morris, As for Pfe.'s Colby and
Knobbe end Pvt, Elderd, they h:d to be satisfied with T/5, which
is indeed nothing to sneeze at.
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The next days were rather hectic, with many boys rushing and
bustling about = p cking their stuff and having it checked by the
supply officer. Two lerge groups were  etting reedy to take off
for sSpeclel Puty outside of Cemp Crowder: the first one, consisting
of 20 men, left on June 11 for the R Chicago Signal Depot, while the
second perty = 350 men - followed the next dey, with Lexin, ton es
its desfination,

On June 13 =« a Sunday =~ the Company uree was quiet, almost de=
serted, There were plenty of empty beds st the disposel of six
weary newcomers, who were . rateful to find some rest after a long,
tiring journey in crowded trains. The six travelers came from the
Militery Intelligence Trulning Center, Camp Ritchie, Marylend. Their
names ere: T/3 Klaus Munn, T/5's Cherles F, Relndbold, Bernard k.
Shapiro, Sldney Wolf, Pfc., andré C., De Vernell, end Pvt, Gallileo
Pe Crisonino, Under the same order = P,7, Ss0s 136 « T/5 Bernerd
Be Schlenger was sssigned to this company. His deperture from Ritchie
was somewhat delsyed, however, on aceount of an accident,

~8 for the first man mentioned sbove - i,e, T/3 Mann - ,this
chronicler is in e position to state that he is not much of a radio
mechznic. The only creft in which he gathered a certein experience,
in the course of the yeers, is that of & writer, That 1s why our
Commanding Offleer and PFlrst Sergeant entrusted him with the honorable
Jjob of writing down the History of the 825th Signal Repair Service
Company - a good, hard-working unit the future of which may turn out

to be even more brilliant then its past here recorded,

TO BE CONTINUED.
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