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£ e g e n alle "lmper iglistsischen"Armeen;aber er 1ist f U I die
Rote Armee.Stefan Zwelg ist gegen alle Armeen schlechth in.Er
fiirchtet und hasst die Gewalt.Er liebt nur das ir ele Splel des

2

Jedankens,der psychologischen Anelyse,der philosophischen Kritlk.
Als er sich wediisgsk in einem seiner letzten Blicher den Humanisten
Tpasmis von Rotterdam sls Helden wihlte,wer es deutllich,dass er
der Welt eine Art von maskiertem Selbstportait zu geben gedachte.
Der Gegenspieler des HKrasmus ist iartﬁin Lutherider Aktivist gegen
- s
den Menn des Gedankeg;der Entschiedene gegen den Uneftschiedenen;
der Kumpfer gegen den Psychologen;der ﬂgormator gegen den Huma=
nisten. - Nun gibt es ohne Frage auch kimpferlsche Humenistens:
Romain Rolland und Heinrich Menn sind heute Typen von solcher
Art.Stefen Zweig macht keiln Geheimnis dersus,dass er mehr ein
Beobachter els ein Kampfer ist, - Um nur ein kleines Belspiel zu
“)’ “.;}wﬂl.rl-hﬂ'!-'
nennen:Es gefiele Stefan Zwelg nicht, ia/gleichen Verlage,mit den
aktiven Antlfascisten(Feuchtwanger,Toller,Brecht U.S. W, )die
deutschen Ausgeben seiner Biicher erscheinen zu lassen.Er zieht

o I-'q,‘n"lfh
es vor,in einem kleinen Wiener Verlag zu Mwrselalnen,der kein

ausgesprochen politisches Gesicht hatvétﬁr&éehf ie

i o ' botensdort will men—werren,

Perpuit,_dem Ximpferischen,.irotzdemStefan Zwelg will nichi _dn
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Erasmis von Rotterdam zdgerte,als die die Freunde Luthers 1ihn
fiir die Sache der Reformation gewinnen wollten.Erasmus schrieb
schone lesteinische Briefe,und blieb ausserhalb des Getiimuels,
Stefan Zwelg,der Pazifist,beruft sich auf ihn...

Zwelg ist kein Emigrant.Deutschland war nie seine Helimat,und
Oesterreich kenn er such heute noch betreten.Er hilt sich aber

dort wenig auf.Seine Heimat ist ein Hotelzimmer.Das schone Haus,
Skt G kpasfF

A
des er in Sslzburg besass,hathE?‘!ﬁﬁgoﬁnhengle1cnzeitig die wun=

derbere Semmlung von Handschrfiten,die sein Kbatpared kostbarstes
b e Deweye. )

Bigentum war.,"Ich will keinen Eesitz”,b9h4nab-ﬂfeaer-inhallgkhﬂﬂlif-

Besitz bindet,belastet,macht schwer.lian ist leichter,wenn mean

nur mit einem Handkoffer zwischen London und Ziirich,Buenos Alres

| und Peris unterwegs 1st.Uebrigens erhdlt man saich auf solche u(

Art wohl auch jiinger.Men setzt keln Fett an,wenn men belnah lebt,.-.

-

wie ein Vagabund,.Ich kenne Stefan Zwelg selt 12 Jehrén;er hat
sich in dieser Zeit kaum verfndert.In der Tatsier ist ein junger
Menn geblieben.Wenn man ihn nachts im Ceféhaus becbachtet - er
ist Wiener genug,um das Caféhaus zu lieben - ,hat man nicht den
Eindruck,einen Mann iiber Finfzig zu sehen,der die Biirde des Welt=
rulnms trigt.Br ist zwanglos,gesprichig,beweglich.Mit den Freunden,

die oft jiinger sind als er selber und die allen Netionalitdten

ang:_:eh‘ciren,plauderggmgm Londoner Café "Royal',an den Paeriser
Boulevards, im Sslzburger Cﬁfé”Bazarﬁoder im Wiener "Bristsl"

bis zwel Uhr morgens.Es sind immer junge Leute um ihn herum,

Er hilft ihnen - und nicht nur Kpmer mit den "empfehlenden Worten",
die alle Verleger der Welt so gern nachdrucken,sondern oft auf

eine noch direktere,ganz prektische Art.
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Ger nicht abzusehen ist,wie viele junge Telente er tHitig gefdrdert
hat:Seine literesrische Empfinglichkeit,sein Instinkt fiir dle Quali=

tit sind besonders geschirft.bs " £omm 5

¥,
&

Lorstesmarts—het—uné—perne—rprt it T IIEN Leuten—wﬁtﬁér—jfiinige

der grossen europiischen Namen haben ihren Ruhm im deutschen Sprch=

geblet vor allem Stefan Zwelg zu verdankeniden imewsem frenzdsischen
ol s £
Lyriker Arthur Rimbeud hat erfunserem Publikum gefiihrt,und
Ade b | e

den Belgler Verhaeren; fir den grossen Graphiker und Maler Frans
Mesereel hat er sich ebenso aktiv eingesetzt,wie fiir Romain
Rolland und fiir Henri Barbusse,
Ich vergesse es nie,welche Freude und was fir eine Ermutigung es

(e -.-.HLJ
fiir mich bedeutete,als ichfden ersten lengen Brlef van.sgfﬁwr
bekam.Demals war ich 19 Jehre alt und hattéﬁ@ben meinen ersten
Roman verdffentlicht,.Selbst an diesem unrelfen Produkt entziindete
sich die schéne Fihigkeit Stefan Zweigs zum Enhtuslasumus.

L

weofin Pazifist in dleser Zelt der kolossalen Auselnandersetzung=ns
ein Weltbiirger in der Epoche des extremen Naticonalismus;ein Ana=
lytiker in der Aera der sogenannten "Dynamik'sEs ist nlcht 1eicntf
ein Erssmus zu bleiben,wern in jeder zwelten Heauptstadt der Welt
ein falscher Reformetor,ein schlechter Luther sitzi...Dem Oes er=

reicher St.Zw,gelingt es,kreft besonderer Gaben, telilwelse litereri=

= A o .
,ise menschlicher Natur.,kr hat Glick,well er ?““l’\ll‘h;;

SCLFP 13w
Wk W A ‘-t .F«VWM,Q‘J"l‘q* QAFHJ'J 4&1”&-‘( o n.‘.’“ﬁ P e M tou.ﬂ"'_,
1at, a ernfolersicher Vagbund zishi er durch dle linder, ./QL
) gy Srren e et S e
= \.A:n,,u::i .
_,.,—-"""F'_ﬂ_‘_

Etampadass. [roi-and unbegtegnlicl s




STEFAN ZWEIG

Portrait of a Pacifist

"sanple chapter®

Recently, the socdéfy for intellectual cooperation in Genewa publiched statistics,
age to what authors are the most translated into foreign languages. It turned out that
the Auetrian msan of letters, Stefan Zweig, headed the list; at a coneiderable distance
follow Walpole and Wallacs, Anﬁré daurcie and Emil Lucdwlg. Stefan Zweig ie the most
translated writer in the world. His books are as well known in Soviet Ruseia ag in
Japan or Paraguay.

Zwal glﬂ

This tremendous International success is not to b: explainad by/epescific

o

literary qualities alone ;but by his human qualities as well. The resonance which his
work fincs in all coustivents is due in the ;ainlperha,s/tu hie extracrdinary talent in
briv:ing out the drasatic point of all and evsry biographic or parrative mutc*fwlftn

hich he gives his hLLELtiGﬂ{&ﬂf of working out the "tense mom-nte", adreitly avoicing
veryry dead epot. This distinct sense of dramatic afisctiveness iz manifested

equally clearly in his plays, \such as "Isaiah" for exam le, Jas in his stories - such as
"Verwirring der Gefuehle" -~ as well ae in his great biogranhiese. And ,further,
aside from drametic tension, he gives each of his creatio B, an erotie atmosphore. And
it is as a master of erotic analysis that he is so Lypieally Viennese: he ir not

nly a desciplegof Artur Schnitzler (who stood alone amcng Austrian men of lztters for
his depietion of the mysteries of love and death); but a ﬁnaciyﬂ of Sigmund Freud ae
ell'pho, with the one.didedness typical of genius, discovered sexuality Lo be the
motive force of all human life. Stefun Zweig admires Freuc and has macde a brilliant
study of him in his book "Hegging Through Spirit".

It is certainly no mere coincidence that of the three moet famoue books
of Zweig, two deal with women and the third with a cunning, malicious, nefarious
diplomat. I refer to the works on "Mari: Antoinette”, "Mary, Queen of Scots" and the
bock on "Fouch8" the greatest adventurer of French history. If the drasatic element

is prepenceract in the "Fouchd", then the erctic dominates the books about the two

fascinating and unhappy Que=ns.(¥hich however does not isply that the er-tiec element is




ng in the "Fouchd" or the dramatie in the t ther worke. . .)
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Do these literary qualities - qualitises of an old Europ=an and a
specifically Austrian tradition - ccmpletely suffice to account for the world—wi
- il 3 : - i
gfiect of Zwelg's prouction? No - there is apother element - & more mystericus
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good-will for all things human, and bLhis sympathy and good-~nill is mutval. Stefan
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iwelg 18 a citizen of Uhe world - and this by the ver
Austrtan. Yor Vienna ie the ¢ity in which most typlecally Lur pr qualities at.

Here the Germanic
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the Balkan; Lhere is besides, a definilely French eoloring - Vienna ie a city whose
lapgunge ie German but whose entire civilization is most like that of Paris; and
there 1s an Italian element to boot,- easily ex lain:d by the o0ld relations bstwesn
Viepna anc Venice, Milan, Genoa - and finally, even a touch of the Spanish. (It must
be borpe in mind that the House of Habsburg ruled not ony in Vienna but also in
adrid and that Viennese court ceremcny was patterned after the Spanish). This
fascinating medley of German, Slav, French, Italian ant anish elements can be found
as readily in th: rks of Hugo von Hofmannsthal as in those of Stefan Zweig. Only
in the cagse of von Hofmanr sthal, everylhing is sublimat=d, refin d, spiritualized
to such a degree, that while his writinge may delight and stizulate thousands, they
annot affect millions, as do those of Zweig.

Zwelg is the Au: trian citizen of the world. He is the pacifist par

During Gthe war Stefar Zwelp cculd not resain in Austria. He lived
in Switserland, where hie great fri ndship for Lhe Frerch LULLGF‘HFL&it Rolland began.
In the midat of the war, Zwelg sent articles from Zurich to the "Neue Freie Presse"

in Vienna, treating of the novel "Le Feu" by the Freneh pacifist Barbusse. The

astonishing fact 18 that es=ays of this sort could be published at that time and were




published in ®ite of all o

is

Aastrie

wag even during the war.

recent cor

ool yet a Nazi-land.

engorghipe, hbhereas today thie would be impoessible althouph

[=} O

eaglly forget how truly "liberal-minded™ Furope

1&
o e

ig him: called my attentlion to this fact in a

LW

HEé is a Liboral through and through. His passion is piEychology not
action Therefore he ean never be an active Leftist nor & militant Communist. The

cocialist TFictatorshi

Ruseia could pot but be a disasprointment to him nor do g he

frooted with the Faeist uictst-rshl"ﬁ He doss n

becoze an angry indicter when cor 1 A

0
step into th oliticel arena at all, he resains outside,fau dessus de la meldé} . . .
He heéilated as long as pogsible before maki the final break with the third

Eaictraith ugh Hitler's id

a Jew. The
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be perform in Dresden, t

Gerzan government could

eology profoundly forsi to him and

o

bffecurse be
i

craush case only when a new opera of Richard Strauss’ wae to

which Zweig had written the librette. The present

-

ermit euch a thing- - - there followed ¢

g8

f u not ha
sengaticpal interdietion not only of this particular litretito but of L entire works
of Stefer Zwelg. Just the same Zweig hae not ¥2t enlered the ranks of the sctive
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greal minds that had foun

mnickbe today since Rolia

fhmgu:/uLhnr of "Jean Chri

for the Red Stefan
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force. He loves enly th

2

with Romain Rolla

his friendshi 1d 18 charactarictie -

king couvutries Zwelg has done so much. The t»

other during the war as ?acifi?tsfcan hardly com-

nd has taken sides with the militant revolutionaries. The

stophe" is against all "imperialirtic" armies but he is

Zwaig ls simply againset all arsies. He fears and hates

fres play «

f ub;uratth.uint, of psychological analysie,

pf philosophiecal criLiclsm.J%C:;: in one of his latest writings, he chose the

o &
I hottern

huhaﬂibtferSMUé
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worid a sort of masked por

the men of action as ag

ains

dam, to be he

/
trait of hims=1f,.

nis herc, it was obvioucly his intention to give

The opoonent of Eraesmus was Martin Luther:

"
Ll

the man of thought, the fighter against the peychologist,




the Ref rumer against éhe Huosanitt.- Now, without a doubt there do exist milita:t
humaniste: Romein Rolland and Heinrich Mann are present-day examples of this type.

But Stefan Zweig mak=s no secret of the frct that he 1l an obssrver rather than a
fighter. = To {llustrate this ttatement: Stefan Zwelg did mot like to have the German
vorsion of his books published by the same publisher in Amsterdem as the active
enti-f c;ileeuct as Feuchtwanger, Tcller, Brecht, eLcJ Ee prefers to appear in a
small Viconese publiching house that has no definite politiesl stamp. Erasmus of
Rotlerdam, too, hesitated when ILuthor's fri g tried to wip him over, to ths cause
of the Reformation. Erasmus continued writing beautiful Latipn letters and remsained
outside of the turmoil. Stefan Zweig, the Pacifist, cites him as precedent.

Zweig is not an emigrd. Germeny was never his home and he can still
set foot in Austria. But he does not spend much time there, His home is s hotel room.
He recently sold his beautiful house in Salzburg, and at the same time the wonderful
collection of handwriting% which was his most preciocus posseseion. "No preperty”, is
his motto. Property binde one, ic a burdem, a load. A man is more free, who, with
nothing but a hand-bag, travels about between London and Zurich, Buemos Adres =nd
Paris. Besides, one keceps younger living that way., You don't put on weight when you
live almost like a vagabond. I have known Stefan Zweig for twelve years; he has hardly
changed during ell that time. As a matter of fuct, he has resained & young msm. If ome
observes him at night in a "coffee-house" - he is enough & Viennese to love his coffee-
house -— one doee not have the impression of a man over fifty, bearing the burden of
world fzme.

Hés menner is straightférward, he is talkative, agile, impetuous. Until
two in the morning he chats with his friends, most of whom are younger than he, =and who
be;ong bo%very pnation in the world.He speaks in French, Englishﬁor Gernan with a strong
Austrian accent; either in the Café Roysl im London,om the Paris Boulevards, in Sslzburg
in the Café "Bazer", or in Vienna in the Café Bristol. There are always young people

abott him. He helps them - mot only with hks famous "words of introduction" which all




=

publishers of new talent liked bo much to use for advertising, but often in a far mora
dire¢t and tangible manner.

It is impossible to keep track of the number of young talents he has

helped to fume: his literary receptivity and instinct for new talent are particularly fine.

A few of the very great Europesn names have Stefan Zwelf to thank directly for their fame
in the German languaget the Fremch lyrical poet, Arthur Rimbsud, was introcduced to the
Garman-speaking public by him, as well as the Belgian Verhaseren; Zwelg did as much for

the Flamish painter and etcher, Frans Masereel, as for Romain Rollend and Henrl Barbusse.

I shall never forget what Joy it was and how great an encouragemend, when I

received my firet long letter from Stefan Zweig. 1 was nineteen at the time and my first

povel had just been published. Even this immature little work was sufficient to inflame

the genercus terch of Stefan Zwelg's enthusiasm.
S £

Here, then, we have: a Pacifist in this day und age of colossal tearing

asunder; a citizen of the world im this epoch of extreme Nationalism. And it is not easy

to rem:in an Erasmus, when every other capital of the world harbours some false Reformer,

some pseuvdo-Luther. The Austrian, Stefan Zweig, succeeds in remaining what he is, thanks

to his peculiar gifis, partly literary and partly human: he is not only a great writer, he

Is that rare thing: a good man.

G 0




