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DOROTHY THOMPSON SPEAKINGees

Revliewed by K leus Mann

Listen, Hens by Dorothy Thompson (Houghton Mifflin Comp., Boston § 2.50)

The Germen people want peace, eccording to Dorothy Thompson. "4ll
the people; of the earth want peace," she seys. "The ebility to freme
principles for a peace acceptable to the rational mind and the yearnin.s
of the mumen spirit is the greatest political weapon of thls wer and
the one most ealculated to blest down the Verduns in the Germen mind."

48 for Dorothy Thompson's frlend, Hans « "a not unrepresentative
germen, of a certsin class and type," = there are no "yerdunse™ in his
mind to be blested, He 1s a German patriot but he is not & Nazl. Previous
to the war, Dorothy Thompson and Hens sgsreed upon all baslc issues in
guropean and world effairs., So Hens, a8 an individual ("not unrepresen=
tative of & certein class snd type") is not en enemy to be conguered;
on the contrary, he 1s a potentiel elly to be supplied with factual
informetion and moral encourayement, aAnd that 1s what he gets from his
pmericsn friend = plenty of information, encoursg ing fects, irrefutable
ar uments,

Every Fridey, between March and September, 1942, Mlss Thompson
addressed Hans, over the short-weve facllitles of the Columbla Broads=
casting system. The scripts of these speeches were passed by the Coor=
dinstor of Informstion, now the Office of yar Information. "But," as
the suthor points out, "they were not composed in collaboration with
any government agency, being an Individual and private effort, announced
as such by the C. B., 8&S. in every introduction,"

It 1s to be hoped that not only Hans but thousands, millions of
Germans mey have listened in, when Dorothy Thompson instructed, comforted,

werned them, from across the stlentlic. Of course, radio mechines with
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short-weve faobliébbes are dengerous things to possess in the Hitler
Releh., But Hans and his friends are perheps as dering end lngenlous
in their search of truth as are thelr masters in the art of lying.
Be this as it may, Miss Thompson's spirited appeals are stirring snd
important in themselves, quite apart from the questlon whether they
may nave reached the German addressees. These weekly haeran.ues, now
presented in book form; are ept to cduchdets=bisowinternstivnei~stvastion
am@ strengthen the snti-Nezl morale, not only in Germany, but elso
in this country,

The most elaborete pert of the book is a long theoretical introdue=
tion, "The Invesion of the German Mind." It opens with some penetrsting
remarks about psychologlcal warfere in general and then tackles the
complex lssue of Germen psychology in particuler. Miss Thompson prides
herself on having spent more than twenty yesrs of her life "trying
to understend the mind of Germeny end studying the mental and soclal
shepe of Europe.," And, indeed, she commands considerable insights into
the contredictions and entanglements of the Germanic soul. True, her
resumé of Germen history 1s too condensed to be quite adequate; but
1t contains & greest many original ideas and striking formulations.

As & stylist, Miss Thompson excells in drematlzing abstract lssues,
without ai@pligying or distorting them, Succinct and sturdy, she defines
enﬂ,égéikzﬁzihtgi rempent peredoxes inherent in the Germen mind ~ the
alerming blend of selentific retionslism and emotional romsnticism,
of over-or.anizetion and chaotic enarchy. Whet she says about the un=
fortunate split between the spheres of culture and politlics ln Germany,
1s not excitingly new but truthful and relevant., "German intellectual
culture," she writes, "has probably influenced the world more than it
hes influenced Germeny." How true} And how brilliantly seldl

The passa.es dealing with the Relch as a mythie concept ere ins

structive end significant, as long as they remain analytical. lilss
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Thompson 1s very good et exposing Hitler's at once muddled and sirewd
attempt "to synthesize in the Third Reich the ldeas of the Holy Roman
Empire, the sustro-Hun.erien Emplre, the Prussien caste-state, and the
revolutionery concepts of 1848 and 1918." But I em afrald her own views

ere a trifle confused es regerds the "Cermen nation-state", so dear (in

our suthor's opinlon) to all Germen liberels and so indispensable to the
world. I wonder if eny historien can agree with pDorothy Thompson when

she holds thet the German movement towerd nationel unity "has never
been furthered by aristocratic, dynastic, resctionary, or ceste interests,
but by the deepest populad trends in the German masses - exactly as
similar movements were inspired in France, Itsly, and the Unlted states,

by the people, not by the classes,"

It 1s impossible, in thls context, to dwell on the obvious and
fundamental differences between the concepts of "national unity" in
France, England, «nd the United States, on the one hend, esnd in Germeny,
on the other. Even the Itelien Risorglmento differs essentislly (and
favoursbly) from its Germanic pendent, which wes indeed not en ewakening
or a renovetion of the German genius but;ﬁhi violaticn by Prusslan milite=
rism, The Relch means, simply end sadly, thg hegemony of prussia, first
over the Southern snd Western Cerman nountr;l;s then over the German-speaking
world at ler.e (including Austrie, Bohemie, Switzerland, and Alsace);
finelly over Burope, Nietzsche = truly clairvoyent in his morbld irrita=
bility - unmasked end arraigned the founder of the Relch, Blsmarck, as
the murderer of German culture, Was Bismarck, the Prusslan Junker, free
of resctionury or caste interests? His cursed creation, the Relch, ensbled
Wilhelm II to chellenge and ilmperil the undvemse world. And from the
Kalser is only one step to the Filihrer.

Says klsas Thoupson - and ] dlsa.ree =3 "If it should be our purpcose
to underline and support those things in German historicel development

which tend to bring Germany into the framework of e populsrly founded,
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democretically inspired Huropean system, then we mmst support German
unity." But was it not with ths bettlecry of "German unity" that
Hitler inveded .ustris and the Sudetenlsnd? Is Dorothy Thompson in
favour of the snschluss? She 1s sgalnat Qtto wvon Hapsburye. 50 am I.
But 1f I hsd to choose between the revival of the pustrian monsrchy and
the survival of Greater Germany, I would prefer -~ an occupatlion army.

Maybe it is Miss Thompson's intention to spere the feelings of
her listener overseas. Hens, es mentioned before, 1s not & Naezl but
a petriot, He is not touchy as far as the Third Releh 1s coucerned;
but the Swiesd Relch is taboo, His American friend does not need wo
mince her words and be gingerly, &s long as she svolds this one
precarious polint,

"Iisten, Hanel" she cells across the ocean, every Friday =
passionately and petiently, "Hello you, over therel Cheer upl Your
greast Pilhrer 1s through: I'1ll prove 1t to you," .nd she proves it
to him, with an ilmpressive display of fects and figures, emotional
and scientific arguments, she 1s by turns grim end affectionate,
flippent snd apocalyptic, But the power of her persuasion 1s alweys
derived from her unshakseble felth which she summarizes in these
simple end c¢andid words; "I belleve Western civilizetion to be rooted
in Reason and Christian morality."”

The Germsn humsenists of the grest, classicel period would have
endorsed this credo. They might have demurred, however, to the in-
gistence with which Miss Thompscn confounds the idea of the Releh and
the cultural mission of the German people, Goethe,for one, believed
that the Germans give thelir best only as individusls, but become con=
fused and dengercus when united %® as a political body. The . reatest
German did not cere for the greetness of Germany. Scattered over the
world - he seid - the Germens would live up to their finest potentielities

Ilsten, Hansi Listen, Dorcthy Thompson}




