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SPHINX WITHOUT SECRET

Outline of & Book

by
Erike and Kleus Menn

LE L

PROIOGUE: TWO LETTERS

l.) October, 1944.,, E.M,, U.S. War Correspondent, stationed

st Aschen, Germeany, to Stuff-Sergeant K.M,, U,8, Fifth Army,
"somewhere in Itsly." ... E, for the first time in the "old
conntry" efter an absence of almost twelve years, describes her
initial impressions. Antieci ating = swift edvanee to Eunich (the
hometown of the two uuthorsf, she wonders what may have hsppened
to the "old geng" there == all those writers 2nd artists she
Used to know in pre~Hitler deye but of whom eshe loet treck during
the years of the Nazi regime, She refers to "Escape to Life"

== & book on German intelleectusls in exile -~ and suggests thet
she and her brother write s kind of sequel desling with the past
experiences snd present sctivities of those who stayed behind,

2,) Mey, 1045,.. S/8gt. K.M., Soldier-Correspondent of The Sters
end Stripes (Mediterranean Edition), on Special Duty in ¥unich,
Germeny, to Miss E.M., Pucifiec Pullsades, Calif, ... While E
had to return to the U.S. (where Futher Thom:s 1s about to cele=
brate his 70th birthday), X was transferred from his former out=
Fit to the editorisl steff of The S8tars u«nd Stripes in Rome and
ls now "covering" Germeny ss s special correspondent of that
military journsl., .., He deseribes to his sister the nightmarich
aspect of their former hometown == the misery, the destruction,
The family home of the Mann, too, hes been hit by en Allied bombs
there 1s nothing left of the onee Stetely fikewee struscture but

¢ hollew fagede, a« charred 8hell, ... On an open be leony, just

in front of whet used to be om, & strange girl has arranged
something 1ike e primitive for herself, A curious conver=
setlon develops between the American soldier who spent his echild=
hood in this now ruined bullding, end the "displaced" young
womsn who has taken refuce there, for wunt of eny other she lter,
The girl discloses to K what happened to the house under the Nezi
regime: It was employed =8 one of those Peauliar establishments
"for the propaugation of the Nordie reee." In a ecosusl metter-of-
fact feshlon, the girl relates how falr<hsired frﬂulaina and
reclally immsenlete S8 men were mated here for the purpose of
produeing cdditionsl cannon fudder for the insetiuble gﬂhrer. e
Whet sn extraordinsry country where the "requieitioned” homes

of poets end thinkers sre used for breeding experimentel ...
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K, walking through the bleak end deserted streets of once-besuti-
ful kKunich, camnnot help wondering about the strenge chapscter

his former countrymen. What about the muny artiste snd intelleec:
tuals who used to frequent the hospituble house on the Isur River
Did they know what kind of "entertainment™ was being offered 1r
the very rooms where they had once enjoved themselves in more
civiliged munner? And where are thev now? It seems all but iu=
possible to loecate anv of them in this maze of debris and rubble.
The black, empty windows of the stricken buildings stare at the
wanderer. ... Are there live men hiding in these rulns? Who are
they? What do they think? What ere we =~ what is the world to
expect of them? What 1s the secret behind this sphinx-1like silence?

I THE SPHIRX

This ehapter 18 to present and clerifv the besie theme of the
book., What is the present stute of mind of the German people in
genersl and, in perticuler, the German intelligentsia? wWhet, 1f
anything, has remained intsct of CGermunvy's ancient culturet? Whsat
values and traditions heve survived the twofold cataclysm of
Nazlsm and Were

There ean be no doubt that those questions have = vital bearing

on the future of our civilizetion. For if 1t is true that » power=
ful and sg@ressive Reich will inevitably become a danger to Europe
and the world, it 1s also true that an intellectuelly and morelly
parsalyzed Germuny cannot but breed disaster, Europe will not re=
cover from the shock of the past ten yeers, as long as 1ts very
center 1s occupled by &« wacuum,

If the survivel of Europe depends on the eventu:ul rehsbilitetion
of Germeny, the future of that particulsr nstion depends to =
lappe extent on its most enlichtened, most responsible class --
its intelligentsis, The question of what happened to Germany's
leading scholers and eduestors, artists and inventors, 1s there=
fore of general interest snd importence.

Surprisin:lv enouvh, it is not e:sy st =ll to find out what the
Germin intelleetus ls were doing during the perst fourteen vears

or whet they are doing now. We enecountered more difficulties in
trucing ovr former friends end ussocistes in the occupled Reich
then we did when dealing, in "Escape to Life," with the where=
sbonts end activities of our fellow refugees, Those who failed to
escape but preferred the seeming security «nd prosperity of the
Third Reich to the risks and hardships of exile, have now & re=
merkible tendeney to hide uend to lie, to forget or concesl their
past, to brush off inconvenient questions.

This chapter will deseribe how we suceceeded, in spite of obstacles,
in tracking down those seeretive, evasive charscters, Travelling
extensively in Germany during the past three yesrs -- in U.S.




uniform or as eivilians, intreducing ovrselves under our
or "in disguise" -~ we had ample opportunity to revive old
tagts and meke new sequaintanees,

The following chapters nre offered as ¢ summary of ow findin, s,
n inventory of the moral =nd intelleetunl forces we were able ¢
diseover in postwar Germany.

11 RELIGION

Reli. ious faith as sn element of resistance under the Nazi regime:
the role of the Protestant and Catholic opposition., Also -- to
stress & less pleasant aspect of &« complex situstion -- some re=
mapks ebout the extreme nationalism of the German clergy. Cerdinsl
Preysing of Berlin as sn exponent of the nautlionallstie wing; Car=
dinel Peulhaber of Munich =8 an exponent of anti-Nazi Catholiclsm,
sss This chapter is to contain, as onme of its mein features, an

e laborate portreit of Pastor NiemSller dwelling on both his past
record and present activities (particulsrly his recent leeture tour
in the U.8,., 2nd its politicel impliesations)., ... Another repre=
sentstive of Cermsn Protestentism to be deslt with in & detailed
manner is the Swiss theologian, Kerl Barth -- the most importent
relicious thinker, perhaps, in modern Europe. Having spent the
years of Nugzism in his native Switzerlend, Barth 1s now sctive

ag o teecher and preacher in Oermeny egsin,

The coneluding part of this chapter is to be devoted to the ever
topleal, ever puinful subject of senti-Semitism -- still very much
o live in Germany today,

I1I EDUCATION

Almost ten years sgo, ome of the awythors of this book tried to
analyze, in a study entitled "School for Burbarisnd," the edus=
ention«l methods of Nagism, The question we will attempt to enawer
in this chupter 18 whether those schools for barbarians have been
replaced, in postwer Germany, by & more civilized, more constructive
type of &&@ ped:gogism., Unfortunately, the situstion we will heve
to deseribe does not look too encoureging, The shortage of tech=
nieally ou=lified and politically reliable teachers; the scarcety
of sdequate school books; the poor physiesl snd mental condition

of German youth == a1l these disturbing, baffling elements, and
many others, ere to be discussed in this context., Some critical
pagsages will have to deal with the edueationsal poliey of our lill=
tervy Government (if K.G. can boast any sueh thing =8 & poliey in
educational mettersl)., But however glcomy and = lapming the outlook
muy be on the whole, we shell meke e point of registering and
stressing any promising fact or symptomg sny sign of good will,

The second half of this chapter 18 to deal with German universities -




-4'-

concentrating (as it will be ouwr polievy in this whole pert of the
book) on the western snd, more especimlly, the U.S. zones of ocecu=
pution, Heldelberg, Nunich, and Nerburg mey serve As chapaeteristic
exemples, The peculisr leck of emy clear line or purpose, the intel=
lectus 1 confusion snd nihilism will heve to be stressed in thls con=
toxt, «8 On other occASioNsS, s«s Among the ncudemic leaders to be
singled out are the gresat phileosopher, Karl Juspers, in Helidelberg
(boveotted by the Nezis on secount of his Jewish wife and his libers1l
views) and the ecelebrated historisn, Meinecke, who, at the age of
80, showld more coursge and stesdfestness than most of his younger
c01100:V08. ... There will be o specisl pessage on German physiclsts
end "etomic experts" -- those working «t home as well ua those
gtive 4in other countries,

IV LITERATURE

This ehupter is likely to beeome the longest one of the book, ss
litereture, in Gepmanv 28 elsewhere, is the most significent and
represent.tive menifestation of eultursl 1life, While plailn Nazl
stooges (&nd there still ure plenty of them sctive in Germeny to=
dayl) mev be dlsposed of with s few sentences, it muy be worthwhile
to dwell on the more complex paychology of such tulented opportu=
nists us Novelist Ernst Gliser ("Jahrzeng 1902") and of such dungers=
ouely muddle-~hesded romantlicista cs sopher Ernst Jilnger --
both of them leading literary figures in our Occupation Zone. ...
Another feseinsting, if depressing, cuse to be discussed in detail
18 thet of Gerhert Hauptmenn, modern Germsny's reateast drumetist
who sold out to the Nezis end recentlv diled in misery and solitude,
e.s A more impressive fisure is Rlesrde Hueh, 83eyeur old poet and
historisn == one of the few contopporary Germun writers (if not the
only. onel) deserving our full respect., (Detailed deseription of
the visit we peid to her in her home at Jense, in the Russiun Zone.)
vss Another much-guoted, if more problemeticsl, Germsn unti-Nazi
uthor to be deslt with =t length is Ernst Wiechert, Although an
spdent prtriot and rigid conservative himself, Wiechert came twice
in confliet with extreme Germ:n nstionslism == first under the Nszi
resime; then, more recently, in the "de-Nuzifiled" Reich, His
esutious nllusions to the collective gullt of the Germen nution
snteronized the mllegedly "repentant” und "reformed" German pub=
1ic, Wiechert == in 1940 a maprtyr; in 1945 the hero of the literary
scone in Germany == 18 today #n embittered exile in Switzerland.

To be pointed out: the complete «bmence of &ny new literary move=
ment. Contrast to the last postwar period with its nolay but
gtimilating literarvy experiments,.

Informstion about new publishing houses, msgazines, etc,

Criticism of our (non-existent) literary policy in occupled Ger=
meny: Americen officiels «- missing their best chance of promoting
demoeratie idess == de nothing to stimulate literary life. Character=
{stieslly, no books by Germsn refugee writers are evuilable 1n
repmany todey,

trensition to the complex lssue of the relstionship

From there,
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hetwesn exiled German writers (most of them now citizens of other
eountries) and their former collesgues in the Relech, Little contset,
Hosti1lity on the part of the Germans, Only two refugee writers of
env reputation are working for the Allies in non-Russian ocecupatien
rones., (Carl Zuckmsver for the U.S.; Novelist Alfred D&blin for the
French,) ... Cerman literary milieus do not really want literary
refugees to return -- except in some very exceptlionul cases. Example:
Germen writers went our father to give wup his U.S, citizenship and
come back to the "old ecountry" where, they argue, his prestige wonld
be useful to the "PFatherland," To be discussed in detall: recent
controversy between Th.M. and group of semi-Nszl liferstl calling
themse lves the Inner Bmigration (Welter von Molo, F unk Thiess, ete).

V MNUSIC

Stenderds of musical life still corpersutively high: not even Hitler
eonld destrov time-honored musicsl tradition in Germeny. Good
opera productions, concerts. (Survey of most important musical
orgenigations.)

In this fleld, like in =11 the other domains of ereatlive culture --
lack of voung tslent. The musical sCene domimsted by the "grand
old men." Poremost among them: Richurd Strauss. Interview with him
st Miesakboswst Gormisch (Upper Baverin) to be deseribed in deteil,

(His staggering selfishness and diserming nalveté, Complete ab=
senece of soclal or politiceal consciousness.)

Other composers to be presented: Franz Lehép == & charscter from
another era, living in & curious dreaum world of bals mssgués, cham=
pegne suppers, cute little comtesses, deshing 1ieutenints end
fatherly emperors. ... Hens Pfizmer (suthor of the opers ‘Gt
"Pulestrine”) -- not very well-known in this country, but in=
teresting both as & musician end us a character, (A vielous resc=
tionery =- und an inspired romenpic. Billous, arrogant, hysteri=
eallv nationsalistie, but at the same time enltured and sensitive:
in short, a typiczl Cerman ertist...)

The impressive array of greet virtuosi who played for the Fiihrer:
fiilhelm Furtwingler (& significent snd charscteristic csse, to

be discussed 1in detaill), Conductor Clemens Kreuss, Planists Edwin
Fischer, Wilhelm Backhsus, EZlly Ney, Gilesecking, etc, (The dellieste
prohlem of Denwa 2 41 ficatilon in the sphere of ert, al=
luded to on previous occaesions, may be eleborsted upon in this
partienlar context.)

An izportant seetion of the music chapter will have to be devoted

to the intriguing csse of Richerd Wagner, the idol of German
nationslism end & genius enjoving wor ld-wide popularity, Description
of a visit to Bayreuth end &« conversetion with Winfried Wagnmer,

the composer's desuzhter-in-law and one of the most fanatic devotees
of the Filhrer.




VI ART

To be emphasized -~ here as on previous occesions -- the contrast
hetween the present sterility and the artistic boom following Werld
War I, In 1819: the heetic vogue of Expressionism, Dadeism, ete;
now, complete stegnstion. ,.. The publiec still inclined to aecept
the Nezl notlons of "degenerate sart," "cultural Bolshevism," and
so forth. Experimental art unpopulsr with the German masses,

tKfithe Kollwitz,,
Fost of the o0ld guard diled (Max Klee}f\l‘loﬁs, Barlech etc) or left
Germuny (George Grosz, Mux Beckmenn). Youn: telents (if there ure
enyl) follow the example of their literary colleagues and speciulize
either in & sort of idyllic eseuzpism (lundascapes, love scenes in
the old rom:nfic mannmer) or in a more timely but rather depressing
form of apocalyptlie realism (e2ir raids, buttle flelds, etc?t ves
The few survivers of the older generstion (Karl Hofer, René Sintenis)
continue to work along their sccustomed lines. ... Description of
& vigit to the seulptor, René Sintenis, in Berlin, 4 young Ameriesn
buys a statuette from her -- for 2 carton of cigarettes!

From there, transition to the unsevorvy theme "Black Art Mapket,"

GIs and U.S. eivilians purchasing Baroque sculptures, Gothie tapestry
and modern paintings for candy bers and eanned butter, ..., On the
other hend, the Cermans were in the habit of emsssing art treasures
on an even laerger scale =nd without paying even as much &8 & plece

of choecolete. Some remaprks asbout the Nuzi art colleetions und
"beantiful spoils" (as Janet Flener ealled them in The New Yorker).

VI1 THEATER RADIO PRESE PIIM

In the sphere of the theater, the contrast between the boom of the
esrly Twentles and the present barrenness even more striking,
Leck of both new plays end new actors, Ko inspired directors; Max
Reinherdt ha®s no suecessor, Best Berlin productlions are wesk re=
Eetitiona of pre~Hitler petterns, Some brillicant setors of the
0ld guerd," Qutstanding emong them -- versastile, sophisticeted
Gustsf Orfindgens, "the German Noel Cowerd." Formerly married to
E.M. Having been discovered by Mux Reinherdt, he becaume luter s
fevourite of Hermunn G8ring and something like & theetricel cgzar
in the Third Reich, The Russians first aerrested, then released him,
The recent triumphant come-bick of this indestructible climber
to be deseribed in detell, ... Anothsr celorful figure among the
"old=timers" -- Emil Jenninga, Cur Seet visit to him, The once
wor ld-famous movie star invents a Jewish grendmother and an antie
Nazi record,

Danee -- the great fashion after the last war -y much less populer
nd less livelv now, Venerable "revolutiomsries" like Hareld
Ireouzberg and Mery Wizhmen (the l:tter budly compromised ks
@ o militent Negzi) still ere the leading figures.

Film, hendieapped by technicsal conditions. Russian plan}ﬁto
revive the UFA. The Bavarian EMELKA produces news reels under
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UsS, suspices, Ameriean film officer, who meant to encouwrsge pro:
duction of German film, could not find an adequate script, Anti-
L1}

Nazl films (oven so cautious ones aus the Swilss production Le ot
Chanee") unpopulsr with German masses,

As for redlo and press, our Information Control Division hes trie
its very best to purify and revitalize those mediums of "enli hter
méent and propagends" - formerly sbused by Goebbels --, not withoul
compapatively cretifving results, The radio programs, even thou:h
for from belng very original, sre in general on a fairly hish level.
There is prectically no eensorship == a fuet of which the Germans
sometimes teke udvuntage: Cerman broadersts are not always free of
anti-Allled erescks and jingolstic slogens, ... The same is true of
the neo-Cerman press; vet it has to bhe asdmitted that some of the
newly established papers -- for instance, the Americsn-licenced
Berlin "Tages-Splegel" -« can compete with eny metropliten journsl
anywhere in Burope. (Notablv successful «1sc the Americsn-opersted
"Neue Zeitung" in Munich, founded by Hungsrlan-born Novelist Hans
Habe.)

VIII THE IRON CURTAIN

While the preceding chapters were primsrily, if not exclusively,
dealing with econditions in the western und southern zones of occu=
pled Germeny, we will now try to snslyze the cultursl policy of
the Ruselans, dwelling in perticuler on those festures in which
thelr epproach differs from ours,

In contrast te our authorities, the Russians fully appreciste the
propagandistic potentizlities of culture. While we leave cultural
initistive to Germens (who don't nse it or use it for dubions purs
ponea), Russiepns stimulate, direct, supervise cultursl setivities ==
amploying trufff-worthy Oermans (Communist intellectuals who spent
the pust twelve weers in the Soviet Union) ss their sgents end
tools, ... OQutstanding smong repetricted Communist writers: Poet
Johannes R. Becher; Novelist Theogdor Plivier; Playwright Friedrich
Wolff, Becher in charge of powe nlturbund, & eultur:l orgenization
pnhlishing monthly magezine, Der Aulbau, arranging exnibitions,
leetures, shows ete,

Cor impressions of ecultursl 1life in the Russian Zone. Theater and
concerts in Leipzlg, Dresden, Weimar, ..., Visiting the Goethe House
in Welmsr, secompunied by Red-Army officers. ... Talk with the Dean
of Jena University, ... Attendling classes 1n country schools. ...
Newapapers and raedio more lively, more provoestive in the Russian
Zone thsn in ours =-- but strictly propegandistie,

IX CENTERS OF GEREAN CULTURE OUTSIDE OF GERMANY

If the culturnl scene in postwsar Germany is rether on the blesk
and desolate slde, certein traditions of Germenie culture have
survived and &re being develeped in other countries which do
historieslly not belong to the Reich =~ notsbly Austris and
Switzerland,




-

Vigiting Vienna, we find the Austrisn intellectuals more conscious
of their own eulturel legscy and mission than they were before the

" snsehluss," Signs -=- however modest snd muddledl =-- of & coming
"apustrisn Rensissence." More tulented young writers, urtists,
susiclans in Austrie than in the Reieh proper; more cultural ini=
tiastive, (New mepgezines, experimentul theaters, ete, Scmples,)

wee Plaps for a revival of Salgburg Pestivals. Salzburg vs. Bayreuth,

Similar impressions in the Sarmbn-npaakin¢ pert of Switzerlund: there,
too, emphasis on "sound Swiss tradition,” in contrast to intel=
legtnzl tutelage of Greater Germany. Danger of provinelelism end
complecency, but =lso promises of a well-balaneed, truly popular
eulture contimuing certaln German tpaditions without the typleally
germen hysteris end &rroghinte. ... Conversation with Hermann Hesse
-=- embodying some of the flmest qualities (but ulso some of the
more problemstical festures) of both natlons,

X GER¥ANY AND EURCFE

Germény today # culturel vacuum (nihilism as the inevitable atters=
math of Negism) --: the Sphinx without « secret, ,.. How are con=
ditions in other Europe:n countries? Condensed survey of eultural
forces a2nd tendencies in Frsnce, Itely, The Low Countrles, Scun=
dinmvis, Czecho-Slovekid. «es Conclusion: morul und scesthetlc
standards in those countries, too, unbalanced end confused ("BExis=
tencislism" -- the Germnn-inspired movement of the French vangusrd
-- v8 & typleal gample); but more intallectusl integrity und
erestive imeginatlion there than in purelyzed Germany.

Conditions for reswskening of Europesn culture (epart from poli=
ties) =nd ecoromic considerations): First, German intellectusnl
impericlism, Nezil spirit hes to be overcome, extermineted --<
thoronshly, once snd for =1l. (This comdition his not been ful=
£illed se yet, 28 the case of "Existencislism" exemplifies only
too cleurly.) Second, German eulture == purged of its objectio=
nable elements == hus to become &n setive faetor egein snd pluy
its legitimate snd indispenssble role within the fremework of
suropesn civilizstion. If Burope noeds = politiecslly end econo=
rieally stuble Germany -- 1t needs s eulturally active Germany
ag wall,.

(In these concluding passaies tho issne of Pan-Europée
mav come in, if only in &n indivect wey, %8 en aspect and pos=

sible snlution of the eultursl pronlem. The question, "Pan-Europe ==
Now?" cennot be unswered 1in the a«ffirmative -- not even 1n

Trtsrest of Europesn culture, to say nothing of auny politlcal
considerations, The enltursl and moral state of Germany, 1f nothlng
else, spenks decldedly =zguinat Cthe realization of such s scheme,

for the time being, It will be neeessury, however, to underline

in this context both the fFundamental unity of Europesn eivili=
z:tion (Pen-Surope must and W 111 materislize, eventus1llyl)

nd the vital significunce o GG meny's cont-ibutlon, in the pest

nd ==~ we hopel == in the 1




