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BACKE FROM S8S8PALIX e

by BErika and Klaus lann

There 18 & world of difference bhetween

xnowledge and experience, petween being aware of facts and having

1ived through them; one fortnight of seeing things for one's self

i worth years of reading about them,

We had read, heard and learned rmuch about the
defensive fight waged by the Spanish republie against Fascist
{nvaders, We had formed a mental picture which we had every reason
+to mpXwkx believe was fairly acourate gince it was based on
the news that reached us daily, and had been enlivened by all the
local colour gleaned from review and newspapér articles, fr:{m
deseriptions af and photographse Alas, how weak 13 one's
fancy, how inadequate ona's imagination 1 Our concention of
the achievements of the gpanisi people, of it's greatness of
aoul was fas indeed from the realltys That mert al plcture we
had devised fell far short in two respects 1 WO daid not
realise how awful how inhuman, now depressings how truly
terrivle conditions were in Gpein j nor on tle olthur hand
how much of beauty and gentleness, of things nhopeful and
praiaawnrthy there m-xhnm was in Spaine |

To judge one mest have breathed the air of
the country, rubbed ghoulders with 1ts people, heard the

sound of thelr voicas, penetrated {nto thelr homes, shared

their meagerT meals 3 only then can one realise, jnstead of



merely sensing, that these people are invinecible. They have
faith in the value and real_significanee of this fight 3 they
have to a degree that cmnpa'iu' roa';'m’ut, a-.ﬁfquirld the ecapacity to
suffer ; and, what in this war against the Faseist Allies/ is of
inestimable worth, they are united., One must see them consorting
with each ether, these Spaniards of all parties am tendenciesf,
One must have heard for one's self how highly that voung
Communist chauffeur talks of Negrim the Zmx Soeialist, and seen
the Besques kneeling down at Mass to pray God that he may send
victory to the armies of the *» Red " fatherland, One must have
been standing there when the d:th-daaling planes come soaring ove
the cities ; one must have visited the fronts, the trains, the
ks ships, the hospitals, the ministries and tle popular soup
kitchens, Only then it is possible to understamd that this war,

ts atak of which is so much more than the mere deatiny of
a nation, cannot be lost, will not be 10st. Joy, gratitude and

smotion mkzkmmingle to make up the state of mind that
impresses one with the truth i namely that aso long as & single
township in Spain flies the Republican flag, it will be held
that so long as a single vineyard, a qing%e oilve plantation
e single hillock = remains manned by the soldiers of the
Republie, Franeco will not be able to claim vietory =and the
civilised world that stands idly by will not stop wondering

at the wonders that com to pass.
The very oxistence of Madrid as it stand

today, as it works and lives and fights, is just such a

wonder, We went around the mmmw
university quarters of the city where the homeric Exkku¥battl




of the autumn of 1936 were fomght; another wonder No man, even
if he be utterly insensible to the heroie side of a fight for
freedom, can see this place and realise that an overpowering
enemy forece tried to smash its way to viectory through these

gates, and still lies in ambusg just outside, and not confess ;
this is indeed & miraecle,

We had opportunity to see and to speak EsRXEEmE
at some length with a man whom history will reckon among the ExxiEs
saviours of Madrid . Tis name is Ortega and he now commands an
army corps. In the sactor held by his corps, there appeared also
one day the leader of the Army of the Center, general Casado, of
whom even the Faseists say that he is a great man, He was tl®
teacher of many of them j lols was among his pupils, though it
was not thers lbols learned t0f massacre women and ehildren, This
cul tured, sympathetie aml sensitive man is ashamed of his
former pupils j but {g thrills with pride at the thought of
young men who, two years ago hardly knew what & rifle looked
1ike, had never seen & ataff map, never cons‘ructed a trench,
but who today stand by and defend their country, He is proud
and justly 80, of the volunteers of the international Brigades
who, in those early days, were the deciding element and in the
opsn Tield, on the Jarama river, fought the enauy's amy to &
\tandstill/ after & long period of alamingly quick advences

on & hill syerlooking the river there gtands a monumert, Ve

reached it after an hour's drive along & wretohed dusty

countey road j§ casado wanted to see it, It is just a simple

greve, put unforgettable 3 a fiat of stone held up against the

gky. You can gee 1t from afar, 1t bears an inseription 3 * The




18th Brigade to the international Comrades and Heroes who fell
in defending the Republie . February 1937, " A small wooden
groass further down on the hillside reads 3 " Here lies buried
the 16th battalion. " Je steod there , heads bent g for it
is all that remains of 700 young Bri tishers who died here }

700 volunteers of whom not one gurvived, But they held the pass

and now they 1ie here and peyond the 1ittle cross that marks

their resting plage a huge fiat of stone riges to heavel.

A8 we write our hearts are full of the

s herole reality we have geen ; plotures
we would 1ike %o
have received

thousand episodes of thi

that time will never effage from our memories.

ate all we have seen, put the impressions we
are too many and toe vast, and Bcex it 18 all too close to
us still 3 the details are all merged ad blurred } terrible

details migled with others that are almost funny, touching
details dovetailing into atrocities.

ral

One may ask 3 has 1ife becoms sad in the

great cities of Spain 7 German and Italian bombs have

destroyed houses j but beside their wreckage children are at

playe At night the streeta are dark ad dead j dut of an aftem

pretty girle
-00N MRUCDONINIR wander throughy them, laughing and

talking and flirting, And t® girls are smartly dressed.

A band 1s playing a merry dancing tune for a Tea Party
cheek by jowl be side ruins whence put shortly terribly
mangled bodies were dug out from beneath the wreckage, These
things we have heard and seen, And so we uan. bear witness
that in the capital cities of Republican Spain, in Madrid,
i{n Barcelona, in Valencia, 1ife goes on, neither lethargio

por hyper-nervous, put oalm on the whole and at times




1it up with a certain grim gaiety that is not deveid of
defiance,
We were greatly afriad the first time we heard

the air-alarm sirens in Barcelona. They told us it meant that
hostile planes were over the eity, The Fascists were on the hunt
after the lives of men and women, their favourite kimi of sport.
The searchlights atretched out their rays over the dark heavens
looking xmx for the murderous death=birds, We heard the dull
bark of the anti-aireraft guns, And a while laler we learned to
distinguish other sounds t the whistle and hiss of thes bolk as
{t outs the air, the loud, piercing erash of tre explosion, the
dry roar of & erumbling ¥ building. Thare is no sign of panie
smong the ecivil population, All are of ons mind 3 that these
air attacks on open ecities are an infamous rfomn of brutality

but one whigh, far from weakening the morale oT gombativeness of

I
the people, gstrenthens an gtiffens them in thalr spirit of
n

rasistance. Tdugh thera are places, akmxn exposed for too long
a time to theferooity of the Fascist bombers, wherse the only

angwer i3 the stillness of deathes
This stillness o? death we encount ered at

times even in the eities. Tortosa is no moxe j nothing but

a phost-filled heap of ruins, gnd yot it 18 defended still bY

the Makml tough and watehful amnay of the Republice 1t is

1iterally true to say that of Tortosa there is not left one

gtone on top of another j; it is an example of what a human

gt settlement looks like after {4+ has been touched Yy the
ruthless hamn of Fasclsm. A8y OR one unforgattable night,

. we wandered through this city of tme dead, we reflected 3




6

" Thig is what all Spain would look like if Franco and the

mighty men who stand behind him had thelr way {f gSpain refused

to let them rule over {t, They accomplish thig work of destruction

in eold dlood and then they dare to put the blame on the " Reds ",

The " Reds " | That is, the army of the regular, legal Jovermment,
In some of the amaller places 1ife is

gtagnat, but it concentrates all the more colourful, vivid and

alive in the big cities, Barcelons, the seat of Government,

overflowing with refugees, presents the most busy and exciting

aspect § valeneia, which despite i@ menace at its gates has kept
a ereat deal of its southerm chaxm, 1ight-heartedness and galety,

ig the most eolourful of the three capitnls. Madrid is the one

where 1life i8 sternest and most pathetle j for it is also tle

one whiegh gave the axample of powerful, successful resistance.

Peopl e guffer much in these cities and we were

witnesses of many of these gufferingse There are things still
worse than the nerils of war j the impoverishment of 1ife, the
daily misery. It ig a fact that many people put up with the
pombardmert s more easily than with the one trifling ciroumstance
that you cannot get cigarettes, As for the problem of food, it
reaches the proportions of a ealamity. But these things are borne
with patiencs, and, should it be necessaryy will continue fo be
borne. There are some who are tired and disillusioned and
embittered, and we met some of these %00 j but they form &

minority. There can be no doubt about that, for were they no

mere minority, the miraele of resistanee that has alreddy lasted

two years, would not be conceivable.

In sppearance the 1ife of the gpanish

Republic has been ermpoverished § that 18 on the surface, for
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its inwar
1ife has hecome fuller and richer, Apart altogether

from war ) o
W W—Ol'k, people ara working mmak extraordinarily hard, and
*

in the mid
gt of war many remarkable works of peace are being

accomplished. .
Tuat take one instance 3 the gaving, storing

and eatalogning of art treasures that lay in museums, convents or
private houses exposed to bombardment, That surely is a cultural
work of importance, The reactionary press has from the beginning
aaserted, with its custemary XEMCCEdx disregard for truth, that
3pain was being nlundered of its art treasures that were being
gent to Moscow as payment for war material, The truth is that
thes art treasures have heen carefully collected together and,
as far as posaible, placed in security. They have bhaen catalogued
end even in part ragtored, In the National Library and in the
prado ( which {neidentally has guffered from rapeatéd
hombardments ) in Yadrid, we saw works of art that were

of ineastimable value, New masterpieces, unknown

tragsures

vefore, have been aiscovered, for instance Grecos. The * Red

garbarians » guard jealously the great neritage of the

na tion. mhage same " Red narbarians * have further

andertaken to do away Withthe slur on tie Spanish nameé that

a large proportion of its i{nhabitant

training gchools we had occasion

s could neither read nor

write. In the offiners‘

to talk XK RN to youn
not read and who now concarn_themaelve- not only with

g men who bnt a year aro eould

ques tions of stratsgy,~hut even of philosonhys The

regnonsible 1eaders of thes Repnblie are men who have & aart

of padagogical pride. e who has conversed with SenoPr Alvaraz

del Vayo for instance fesls that this is not marely an able

uinister of Foreign Affairs, but a man of intense culture
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a man who is truly an intellectual in the best sense of the word
The writers, of whom the best are heart amd soul with tle “.emublle
nave been of greal sarvice. iatellectual 1ifa is thersfore by no
means at a 9tandstill, bui on the contrary it is develoning '

at & notable rate, We met ihe nublishers af literary \'l!':v'leﬂ ( for
{nstance that excellent " Hors de Hspensz " ), and young nlaywrights
who are writing plays lor the thesters just at the be.ck of the front

For instance Rafael Alberii, tue idol of Granish youth, & young

intellectual who radiatas auch snthousiam that 1t sweens o s

along with it, All Rennplican Jpain peads nis works with avidity

and nhnraciation. ime peanls has falt very deeply that thisg war wikl
»ut with the intellect

he won not merely with wifles anl planes,

and with bookse
roofs of thelr

An‘ti-fasn{ﬂts have to give P

ctions 3 not anly in the £izht that has bean

gorth in man¥ dire
shivoupsn deads nf humanity, thre

foreed on tham, bput alsn poaitivel?,

pad&gomic_affnrt, through L2E gpirite
qinee lesaving cermeny ( that 18 2or over five
wa have lived and btoiled in many lands. 1+ was not

years e
1 o honae ™iands ad gomrades

plways an easy 1ife, nor very faul
were aigseminated all over the earthe ™nga Who fall or 1ingered

agencnt L Led no on

Wy the wayaide in discour
. axeits them %o bvattle, Yo

sxmle, to M

victorys gpain has RO ziven them that

nt to *he gcannoces of

noi
e
R mhia journey from wnich We nave just raturned
it
put has laft dedD narks in our

has been no plas wire trin,
ot lmo¥m heloTres

arnad X% af hi dacusness we had D

heartse Ve la
jaary and devastations

Ve sonsorted with m

irat time gince W

Yot Zhis top is trusi

s wers driven {nto exile «a had the

for the T




feeling that we could win, that we would win, We haw seen the
paonle of SvainfiA(fifg battling against the enemy of its
1iberty, The enemy that 1s alao ours, That is an gxpereinee

out

that nothing, not even the lanse of many years cal tea

of our hearts, It is the finest thing wa have seen and falt

in exile,




